
^^^tmssaj^

f

Mmm



ROBERT GIBSON



'^^—

,'%'^ik^ //^/,

\\\^



--"^'\ , '^







NARRATIVE

OF THE

VOYAGES ROUND THE WORLD

PERFORMED Bt

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK.

WITH

AM ACCOUNT OF HIS LIFE

BORING THB PREVIOUS AND INTERVENING PERIOD*.

BY A. KIPPIS, D. D., F. R. S., AND S. A.

TWO VOLUMES IN ONE.

VOL. L

HARTFORD:
SILAS ANDR'JS AND SON.





CONTENTS.

VOL. I.

CHAP. I.

Page
Account of Captain Cook ptcvious to his First

Voyage round the World, - - - • 11

CHAP. n.

\arrative of Captain Cook's First Voyage

round the World, . _ - . 18

CHAP. HI.

Account of Captain Cook during the period

between his First and Second Voyage, - - 140

CHAP. IV.

Narrative of Captain Cook's Second Voyage

round the World, - - - - - 116





TO

THE KZirO.

Sir,

1 ESTEEM myself highly honoured in being permitted to

dedicate and present my Narrative of the Life and Actions
of Captain James Cook to your Majesty. It was owing
to your Majesty's royaf patronage and bounty that this

illustrious navigator was enabled to execute those vast

undertakings, and to make those extraordinary discove-

ries, which have contributed so much to the reputation of
th*? British empire, and have reflected such peculiar glory

on your Majesty's reign. Without your Majesty's muni-
ficence and encouragement, the world would have re-

mained destitute of that immense light which has been
thrown on geography, navigation, and the most important
sciences. To your Majesty, therefore, a work like the

present, is with particular propriety addressed.

It is impossible, on this occasion, to avoid extending
my thoughts to the other noble instances in which your
Majest}-'s liberal protection of science and literature has
been displayed. Your Majesty began your reign in a ca-

reer so glorious to princes; and wonderful has been the

increase of knowledge and taste in this country. The
improvements in philosophical science, and particularly

in astronomy; the exertions of experimental and chemical
inquiry, the advancement of natural history, the progress

and perfection of the polite arts, and the valuable com-
positions that have been produced in every department of
learning, have corresponded with your Majesty's gracious
wishes and encouragement, and have rendered the name
of Britain famous in every quarter of the globe. If there

be any persons who, in these respects, would depreciate

the present times, in comparison with those which have
preceded them, it may safely be asserted, that such per-

sons have not duly attended to the history of literature.

The course of my studies has enabled rue tu speak with

Vol. 1.
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some confidence on the subject; and to say, that your

Majesty's reign is eminently distinguished by one of the

greatest glories that can belon? lo a monarch.

Knowledge and virtue constitute the chief happiness of

a nation: and it is devoutly to be wished that the virtue

of this country were equal to its knowledge. If it be not

so, this does not arise from the want of an illustrious e.v-

ample in the person of your Majesty, and that of your

royal Consort. The pattern which is set by the King
and Queen of Great Britain, of those qualities which are

the truest ornaments and felicities of life, affords a strong

incitement to the imitation of the same e.xcellencies, and
cannot fail of contributing to the more extensive preva-

lence of that moral conduct on which the welfare of so-

ciety so greatly depends.

That your Majesty may possess every felicity in your

royal Person and Family, and enjoy a long and prosperous

reign, over an enlightened, a free, and a happy people, is

the sincere and ardent prayer of.

Sir,

Your Majesty's most faithful,

and most obedient,

subject and servant,

Anohew Kippi*.
LcHDOir, Tune 13, 1788.



PREFACE.

Although I have often appeared before the public as

a writer, I never did it with so much diffidence and anx-
iety as on the present occasion. This arises from the pe-
cuhar nature of the work in which I have now engaged.
A Narrative of the Life and Actions of Captain Cook must
principally consist of the voyages and discoveries he made,
and the difficulties and dangers to which he was exposed.

The private incidents concerning him, though collected

witn the utmost di'igence, can never compare, either in

number or importance, with his public transactions. His
public transactions are the things that mark the man,
that display his mind and his character ; and therefore,

they are the grand objects to which the attention of his

biographer must be directed. However, the right con-
duct of this business is a point of no small difficulty and
embarrassment. The question will frequently arise, How
far the detail should be extended? There is a danger, on
the one hand, of being carried to an undue length, and
of enlarging, more than is needful, on facts which maybe
thought already sufficiently known ; and, on the other
hand, of giving such a jejune account, and such a slight

enumeration of important events, as shall disappoint the

wishes and expectations of the reader. Of the two ex-
tremes, the last seems to be that which should most be
avoided ; for unless what Captain Cook performed, and
what he encountered, be related somewhat at large, his

Life and Actions would be imperfectly represented to the
world. The proper medium appears to be, to bring for-

ward the things in which he was personally concerned,
and to pass slightly over other matters. Even here it is

scarcely possible, nor would it be desirable, to avoid the

introduction of some of the most striking circumstances
which relate to the new countries and inhabitants that

were visited by our great navigator; ain(;e these constitute

a part of the knowledge and benefit derived from his un-

dertakings. Whether I ha\c been so happy as to preserve
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t1:e due medium, I presume not to determine. I have
been anxious to do it, without always being able fully to

satisfy my o'.vn mind that I have succeeded ; on which ac-

count I shall not be surprised if dilTerent opinions should

be formed on the subject. In that case, all that I can
oiTer in my own defence will be, that I have acted to the

best of my judgment. At any rate, I flatter myself with

the hope of having presented to the publick a work not

wholly uninteresting or unentertaining. Those who are

best acquainted with Captain Cook's expeditions, maybe
pleased with reviewing them in a more compendious form,

and with having his actions placed in a closer point of
view, in consequence of their being divested of the minute

nautical, and other details, which were essentially neces-

sary in the voyages at large. As to those persons, if

there be any, who have hitherto obtained but an imper-

fect knowledge of vvhat was done and discovered by this

illustrious man, they will not be otTended with the length,

of the following narrative.

In various respects, new information will be found in

the present performance ; and other things, which were
less perfectly known before, are set in a clearer and fuller

light. This, I trust, will appear in the first, third, fifth,

and seventh chapters. It maybe observed, likewise, that

the fresh matter now communicated is of the most au-

thentic kind, and derived from the most respectable sour-

ces. My obligations of this nature are, indeed, very great,

and call for my warmest gratitude. The dates and facts

relative to Captain Cook's different promotions are taken

from the books of the Admiralty, by the direction of the

noble lord who is at the head of that Board, and the fa-

vour of Mr. Stephens. I embrace with pleasure this op-

portunity of mentioning that, in the course of my life, I

have experienced, in several instances. Lord Howe's con-

descending and favourable attention. To Mr. Stephens I

am indebted for other communications besides those which

concern the times of Captain Cook's preferments, and for

his general readiness in forwarding the design of the pre-

sent work. The Earl of Sandwich, the great patron of

our navigator, and the principal mover in his mighty un-

dertakings, has honoured me with some important infor-

mation concerning him, especially with regard to the cir-

cunisluuces which preceded his last voyage. To Sir
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Hugh Palliser's zeal for the memory of his frienri I stand

particularly obliged. From a large communication, with

which he wa.s so good as to favour me, I have derived

very material intelligence, as will appear in the course of
the narrative, and especially in the first chapter. In the

s;ime chapter are some facts which I receixed from Ad-
miral Graves, through the hands of the Rev. Dr. Douglas,
now Bishop of Carlisle, (whose admirable Introduction to

the Voyage to the Pacific Ocean must be of the most es-

sential service to every writer of the Life of Captain
Cook.) The Captain's amiable and worthy Widow, who
is held in just esteem by all his friends, has given me an
account of several domestic circumstances. I should be
deficient in gratitude, were I here to omit the name of
Mr. Samueil : for, though v.hat is inserted from him in

this work has already been laid before the public, it should

be remembered, that through the interposition of our
common friend, tlie Rev. Mr. Gregory, it was originally

written for my use, and freely consigned to my disposal;

and that it was at my particular instance and request that

it was separately printed. My obligations to other gen-
tlemen will be mentioned in their proper places.

But my acknou'led^ments are, above all, due to Sir

Joseph Banks, President of the Royal Society, for the

interest he has taken in the present publication. It \\ cs

in consequence of his advice, that it was given to the

world in the form which it now bears ; and his assistance

has been invariable through every part of the undertaking.

.To him the inspection of the whole has been submitted;

and to him it is owing, that the work is, in many respects,

fir more complete than it would otherwise have been.

The e.xertions of zeal and friendship I have been so happy
as to experience from him in writing the account of Cap-
lain Cook, have corresponded with that ardour which Sir

Joseph Banks is aluays ready to display in promoting
whatever he judges to be subservient to the cause of sci-

ence and literature.





NARRATIVE
OF THE

VOYAGES ROUND THE 'WORLD,

PERFORMED BY

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK.

CHAPTER I.

Account of Captain Cook, previous to hi^ first Voyage
round the World.

Captain James Cook had no claim to distinction on
account of the lustre of his birth, or the dignity of his

ancestors. His father, James Cook, who from his dialect

is supposed to have been a Northumbrian, was in the

humble station of a servant in husbandry, and married a

woman of the same rank with himself, whose christian

name was Grace. Both of them were noted in thcii

neighbourhood for their honesty, sobriety, and diligence.

They first lived at a village called Morton, and then re-

moved to Marton, another village in the North-riding of

Yorkshire, situated in the high road from Gisborough, in

Cleveland, to Stockton upon Tees, in the county of Dur-
ham, at the distance of six miles from each of these

towns. At Marton, Captain Cook was born, on the 27th
of October, 1728;* and agreeably to the custom of the

vicar of the parish, whose practice it was to baptize in-

fants soon after their birth, he v/as baptized on the 3d of

November following. He was one of nine children, all of

* The mud house in which Captain Cook drew his first breath

is pulled down, and no vestiges of it are now remaining.
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whom are now Jead, e.\'co])ling a daughter, who married

a fisherman at Redcar. T!ie first rudiments of young
Cook's education were received by iiim at Marton, where
lie was taught to read by Dame Walker, the schoolmis-

tress of the village. Wiicn he was eight years of age, his

father, in consequence of the character he had obtained

for industry, frugality, and skill in husbandry, had a little

promotion bestowed upon him, which was that of being

appointed head-servant, or hind,* to a farm belonging to

tlie lale Thomas Skottow, Esq. called Airy Holme, near

Great Ayton. To this place, therefore, he removed with

his fimily;t and his son James, at Mr. Skottow's expense,

was put to a day-school in Ayton, where he was instruct-

ed in writing, and in a few of the first rules of arithmetic.

Before he was thirteen years of age, he was bound an

apprentice to Mr. William Sanderson, a haberdasher, or

shopkeeper, at Straiths, a considerable fishing town, about

ten miles north of Whitby. This employment, however,

was very unsuitable to young Cook's disposition. The
sea was the object of his inclination; and his passion for

it could not avoid being strengthened by the situation of

the town in which he was placed; and the manner of life

of the persons with whom he must frequently converse.

Some disagreement having happened between him and his

master, he obtained his discharge, and soon after bound
himself for seven years to Messrs. John and Henry Walker,

of Whitby, Quakers by religious profession, and principal

owners of the ship Free-Love, and of another vessel, both

of which were constantly employed in the coal trade.

The greatest part of his apprenticeship was spent on

board the Free-Love. After he was out of his time, he

continued to serve in the coal and other branches of trade

(though chiefly in the former) in the capacity of a com-

mon sailor, till, at length he was raised to be mate of one

of Mr. John Walker's ships. During this period it is not

recollected that he exhibited any thing very peculiar,

either in his abilities or his conduct; though there can be

* This is the name which, in that part of the country, is given

to iho liead servant, or baihtfof a farm.

t -Mr. Cook, senior, spent the close of his life with his daugh-

ter, at Redcar, and is suppospd to havp been about eighty-five

ycar.«, of age when he died
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no doubt but that he had gained a considerable degree of
hnov.Iedge in the practical part of navigation, and that

his attentive and sagacious mind was laying up a store of

observations, whicli would be useful to liim in future life.

In the spring of the year 1755, when hostilities broke out

between Enijland and France, and there was a hot press

for seamen, Mr. Cook happened to be in the river Thames
with the ship to which lie belonged. At first he concealed
lumself, to avoid being pressed; but reflecting that it

rn'ght be difficult, notwithstanding all his vigilance, to

elude discovery or escape pursuit, he determined, upon
further consideration to enter voluntarily into his Majes-
ty's service, and to take his future fortune in the rovai

navy. Perhaps he had some presage in his own mind,
that by his activity and exertions he might rise considera-

bly above his present situation. Accordingly he went io

a rendezvous at Wapping, and entered with an officer of
the Eagle man of war, a ship of si.xtv guns, at that time
commanded by Captain Hamer. To this ship Captain
(afterwards Sir Hugh) Palliser was appointed, in the
month of October, 1755; and when he took the command,
found in her James Cook, whom he soon distinguished to

be an able, active, and diligent seaman. All the officers

spoke highly in his favour, and the captain was so well

pleased with his behaviour, that he gave him every en-
couragement which lay in his power.

In the course of some time. Captain Palliser received a
letter from Mr. Osbaldeston, then member of Parliament
for Scarborough, acquainting Iwm that several neighbours

of his had solicited him to write in favour of one Cook, oii

board the captain's ship. They had heard that Captain
Palliser had taken notice of him, and they requested, if

he thought Cook de.serving of it, that he would point out

in what manner Mr. Osbaldeston might best contribute his

assistance towards forwarding the yoimg man's promo-
tion. The captain, in his reply, did justice (o Cook's
merit; but, as he had been only a short time in the navy,
informed Mr. Osbaldeston that he co..id not be promoted
as a commission officer. A master's warrant. Captain Pal-

liser added, might perliaps be procured for Mr. Cook, by
whicii he would be raised to a station that he was well

qualified tj discharge with ability and credit.

Vol. I
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Sdrli a warrant lie obtained on the 10th of May, 1759,
for the Grampus sloop; hut the proper master having un-
expectedly returned to her, the appointment did not take
place. Four days af;er he was made master of the Gar-
land; when upon inquiry, it was found that he could not
join her, as the ship had already sailed. On the next day,
the 15th of May, he was appointed to the Mercury.
These quick, and successive appointments show that his

interest was strong, and that the intention to serve him
was real and effectual.

The destination of the Mercury was to North America,
where she joined the fleet under the command of Sir

Charles Saunders, which, in conjunction with the land

forces under General Wolfe, was engaged in the famous
siege of Quebec. During that siege, a difficult and dan-
gerous service was necessary to be performed. This was,
to take the soundings in the channel of the river St. Law-
rence, between the island of Orleans and the north shore,

directly in the front of the French fortified camp at Mont-
morency and Beauport, in order to enable the admiral to

place ships against the enemy's batteries, and to cover

our army on a general attack, which the heroic Wolfe in-

tended to make on the camp. Captain Palliser, in con-
sequence of his acquaintance with Mr. Cook's sagacity

and resolution, recommended him to the service; and he
performed it in the most complete manner. In this busi-

ness he was employed during the night-time, for several

nights together. At length he was discovered by the

enemy, wlio collected a great number of Indians and ca-

noes, in a wood, near the water-side, which were launched
in the night, for the puipose of surrounding him, and cut-

ting him oil'. On this occasion he had a very narrow

-

escape. He was obliged to run for it, and pushed on
shore on the island of Orleans, near the guard of the Eng-
lish hospital. Some of the Indians entered at the stern

of the boat as Mr. Cook leaped out at the bow; and the

boat, which was a b-^rge belonging to one of the ships of

war, was carried away in triumph. However, he fur-

nished the admiral with as correct and complete a draught

of the channel and soundings as could have been made
after our countrymen were in possession of Quebec. Sir

Hugh PdUiser has good reason to believe, that befoi"
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this time Mr. Cook had scarcely ever ii.^od a pencil, and

that he knew nolhing of drawing. Bat such was his

capacity, that he speedily made hmiself master of every

object to which he applied his attention.

Another nnportant service was performed by Mr. Cook
while the fleet continued in the river of St. Lawrence.

The navigation of that river is exceedingly dilHcult and

hazardous. It was particularly so to the English, who
were then in a great measure strangers to this part of

North America, and who had no chart, on the correctness

of which they could depend. It was therefore, ordei-ed

by the admiral, that Mr. Cook should be employed to sur-

vey those parts of the river, below Quebec, which navi-

gators had experienced to be attended with peculiar diffi-

culty and danger ; and he executed the business with the

same diligence and skill of which he had already afforded

so happy a specimen. When he had finished the under-

taking, his chart of the river St. Lawrence was published,

with soundings, and directions for sailing in that river.

Of the accuracy and utility of this chart, it is sufficient to

say, that it hath never since been found necessary to pub-

lish any other. One, which has appeared in France, is

only a copy of our author's on a reduced scale.

After the expedition at Quebec, Mr. Cook, by warrant

iVom Lord Colvill, was appointed, on the 22d of Septem-
ber, 1759, master of the Northumberland manof war, the

ship in which his lordship staid, in the following winter, as

commodore, with the command of a squadron at Halifax.

In this station Mr. Cook's behaviour did not fail to gain

him the esteem and friendship of his commander. Dur-
ing the leisure, which the season of winter afforded him,

he employed his time in the acquisition of such knowledge
as eminently qualified him for future service. It was at

Halifax that he first read Euclid, and applied himself to

the study of astronomy and other branches of science.

The books of which he had the assistance were few in

number: but his industry enabled him to supply many de-

fects, and to make a progress far superior to what could

be expected from the adv'antages he enjoyed.

While Mr. Cook wa3 master of the Northumberland un-

der Lord Colvill, that ship came to Newfoundland, in

September, 1762, to assist in the recapture of the island
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from the French, by the forces under the coinmand »f
Lieutenant colonel Amherst. When the is4and was re-

covered, the English fleet staid some days at Placentia, in

order to put it in a more complete state of defence. Dur-
ing this time Mr. Cook manifested a diligence in surveying
the harbour and heights of the place, which arrested the

notice of Captain (now Admiral) Graves, commander ol

the Antelope, and governor of Newfoundland. The gov-
ernor was hence induced to ask Cook a variety of ques-

tions, from the answers to which he was led to entertain

a. very favourable opinion of his abilities. This opinion

was increased, the more he saw of Mr. Cook's conduct ;

who, wherever they went, continued to display the most
unremitting attention to every object that related to the

knowledge of the coast, and was calculated to facilitate

the practice of navigation. The esteem which Captain
Graves had conceived for him, was confirmed by the testi-

monies to his character, that were given by all the officers

under whom he served.

In the latter end of 1762, Mr. Cook returned to Eng-
land; and, on the 21st of December, in the same year,

married, at Barking, in Esse.v, Miss Elizabeth Batts, an

amiable and deserving woman, who was justly entitled lo

and enjoyed his tenderest regard and affection. But ))is

station in life, and the high duties to which he was called,

did not permit him to partake of matrimonial felicity,

without many and very long interruptions.

Early in the year 1763, after the peace with France and
Spain was concluded, it was determined that Captain
Graves should go out again, as governor of Newfound-
land. As the country was very valuable in a commerci.il

view, and had been an object of great contention between
the English and tlie French, the captain obtained an e.s-

tablishrnent for the survey of its coasts ; which, however,
he procured with some difficulty, because the matter was
not sufficiently understood by government at home. In

considering the execution of the plan, Mr. Cook appeared
to Captain Graves to be a proper person for the purpose,

and proposals were made to him, to which, natwithstand-

ing his recent marriage, he readily and prudently acceded.

Accordingly, he went out wilh the captain as surveyor*

and was first employed lo survey Miquelon and St. Pierre
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'.vliich had been ceded by the treaty to (he Frencli, ulio.

liy Older of admini.^tration, were to fake ()0:?ses=ioii of
them at a certain period, even though the English coni-

niinder should not happen to be arrived in the countrv.

When Captain Graves had reached that part of the world,

he found there the governor, who had been sent from
France, (Mons D'Anjac,) with all the settlers and his 0'\ n

family, on board a frigate and some transports. It was
contrived, however, to keep them in that disagreeable

s-uiafion for a whole month, which was the time taken bv
Mr. Cook to complete his survey. When the business

was finished, th.e French were put into possession of the

tco islands, and left in the quiet enj03"ment of them, with
every profession of civility.

At the end of the season, Mr. Cook returned to Eng-
luid, but did not long continue at home. In the beainnii;^

of the year 1764, his old and constant friend and patron,

S:r Hugh Palliser, was appointed governor and commo-
dore of Newfoundland, and Labradore; upon which oc-

casion, he was glad to take Mr. Cook with him, in t}:e

same capacity that he had sustained imder Captain Graven.

Indeed, no man could have beei- found, who was better

qualified for finishing the design which had been begun in

the preceding year. The charts of the coasts, in tliat p irt

of North America, were verj' erroneous ; and it was high-

ly necessary to the trade and navigation of his niajestN's

subjects, that new ones should be formed which would be

more correct and useful. Accordingly, under the order.';

of Commodore Palliser, Mr. Cook was appointed on the

ISth of April, 1764, marine surveyor of Nev\ioundland
and Labradore ; and he had a vessel, the Greavdiij

schooner, to attend him for that purpose. How well he
e.vecutcd his commission, is known to every man acquaint-

ed with navigation. The charts, which he aflerv.ards

published of the different surveys he had made, reflected

great credit on his abilities and character, and the utility

of them is universally acknowledged. It is understood,
hat, so far as Ncvfoundland is concerned, they v.'cre of
considerable service to the king's ministers in seltliiigthe

toims of the last peace. Mr. Cook explored the inland

parts of this island in a much completer ni:uu:er than had
e or been done before. By penetrating further into the

Vol.. I. 2
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111!. Ho of the country than any man had l)iih<jrio af'snpt
el, he discovered several large lakes, wliich aie indicated

upon the general chart. In these services, Mr. Cook ap-

pears to have been employed, with the intervals of occa-
sionally returning to England for the winter season, till

the year 1767, which was the last time that he went out

upon his station of marine surveyor of Newfoundland.
It must not be omitted, that while he occupied this post,

he had an opportunity of exhibiting to the Royal Society
a proof of his progress in the study of astronomy. A
.siiort paper was written by him, and inserted in the fifty-

seventh volume of the Philosophical Transactions, enti-

tled, " An Observation of an Eclipse of the Sun at the Isl-

and of Newfoundland, August 5, 1766, with the Longi-
tude of the Place of Observation deduced from it." The
observation was made at one of the Burgeo islands, near

Cape Ray, in latitude 47^ 36' 19' on the south-west ex-

tremity of Newfoundland. Mr. Cook's paper having been
comnnmicated by Dr. Be vis to Mr. Witchell, the latter

gentleman compared it with an observation at Oxford, by
the Rev. Mr. Hornsby, on the same eclipse, and thence
computed the ditTerence of longitude respecting the places

of observation, making due allowance for the effect of pa-

rallax, and the prolate spheroidal figure of the earth. It

appears from the Transactions, that our navigator had
already obtained the character of being an able mathe
matician.

CHAPTER II.

Narrative of Captain Cook's first Voyage round the

World.

TiiERF. is scarcely any thing from which the natural

curiosity of man receives a higher gratification, thar from
the accounts of distant countries snd nations. Nor is it

curiosity only that is gratified by such accounts; for the

sphere of human knowledge is hereby enlarged, and va-

rious objects are brought into view, an acquaintance with

which greatly contributes to the improvement of life and
the benefit of the world. With regard to information of

this kind the moderns have eminently the advantage o\-ei
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tlic ancicn's. Tlie ancients could neither p^jrsue tl:eir in-

q-uiries with the same accuracy, nor carry theni on to the

same extent. Travelling by land was much more incon-

venient and dangerous than it hath been in later times;

and, as navigation was principally confined to coasting, it

must necessarily have been circumscribed within very
narrow limits.

The invention of the compass, seconded by the ardent

and enterprising spirit of several able men, was followed

by wonderful discoveries. Vasco di Gaina doubled the

Cape of Good Hope; and a new wav being thus found out

to the East Indies, the countries in that part of the earth

became more accurately and extensively known. Another
world was discovered by Columbus; and, at length, Mag-
alhaens accomplished the arduous and hitherto unat-

tempted task of sailing round the globe. At ditlerent pe-

riods, he was succeeded by other circumnavig.ators, of
w hom it is no part of the present narrative to give an ac-

count.

Tlie spirit of discovery, which was so vigorous during

the latter end of the fifteenth, and through the whole of

the sixteenth century, began, soon after the commence-
ment of the seventeenth century to decline. Great navi-

gations were only occasionally undertaken, and more from

the immediate views of avarice or war, than from any no-

ble, and generous principles. Bat of late years they have
been revived, with the enlarged and benevolent design of

promoting the happiness of the human species.

A beginning of this kind was made in the reign of

George the Second, during which two voyages were per-

formed; the first under the command of Captain Middie-

ton, and the next under the direction of Captains Smith
and More, in order to discover a north-west passage,

through Hud-on's Bay. It was reserved, however, for

the glory of the present reign to carry the spirit of dis-

covery to its height, and to conduct it on the noblest prin-

ciples; not for the purposes of covetousness or ambitijn;

not to plimder or destroy the inhabitants of newly-ev-

plored countries; but to improve their condi'ioii, to ni-

struct them in the arts of life, and to extend the bounda-
ries ot science.

No sooner was peace restored in 1763, than these laud-
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able designs enfjaged his majesty's palronage; ano two

^oyafjes round tlie world Lad been undertaken, bei'ore

Mr. Cook set out on his first command. The conductors

of these voyages were the Captains Byron, Wallls, and

Carteret,* by whom several discoveries, were made,
vhich contributed in no small degree to increase the

knowlcd<jeof weosjraphv and navigation. Nevertheless,

as the purpose for which they were sent out appears to

^ave had a principal reference to a particular object in

the South Atlantic, the direct track they were obliged to

hold, on their wav homeward by tlie East Ind:es, prevent-

ed them from doing so much as might otherwise have

been expected towards giving the world a, complete view

of that immense expanse of ocean which the South Pacific

comprehends.
Before Captain Wallis and Captain Carteret had re-

turned to Great Britain, another voyage was resolved

upon, for which th.e improvement of astronomical science

alForded the immediate occasion. It having been calcu-

lated by astronomers, that a transit of Venus over the

Sun's disk would happen in 1769, it was judged, that the

best place for observing il would be in some part of the

South Sea, either at the Marquesas, or at one of those

islands wliich Tasman had called Amsterdatn, Rotterdam,
and Middieburg, and wh'-ch are now better known under
the appellation of the Friendly Islands. This being a

matter of eminent conseqitence in astronom}', and which
e.tcited the attention of foreign nations as well as of our
O'vn, the affair was taken tip by the Royal Society, with

the zeal which has always been displayed by that learned

bod}- for the advancement of every branch of philosophi-

cal science. Accordinglv, a long memorial was address-

ed to his majesty, dated February the 15th, 1768, repre-

senting the great importance of the object, together with

the regard which hud been paid to it by the principal

courts of Europe; and entreating, among other things

that a vessel might be ordered, at the expense of govern

* The Capta'ns WalVis and Carteret went out together upon
the sanne expedition ; but the vessels they commanded havipj
actually parted company, they proceeded and returned bv a <iil'-

fereiit route. Hence their voyages are liistinclly related by Dr
Hiiwkesworlh.
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nient, for the conveyance of suitable persons, to make
tlirt ob><ervation of the transit of Venus, at one of t!io

pl.iees before mentioned. This memorial having been liid

bi'fore the king by the Earl of Slielbnrno, (no.v the Mar-
quis of Lansdown,) one of the principal secretaries of
state, his majesty graciously signified his pleasure to the

lords commissioners of the Admiralty, that they should
provide a ship for carrying over such observers as the

Royal Society should judge proper to send to the South
Seas; and, on the 3d of April, Mr. Stephens informed the

society that a bark had been taken up for the purpose.

The gentleman who had originally been fixed upon to

take the direction of the expedition, was Alexander Dai-
rymple, Esq., an eminent member of the Royal Socfety,

and who, besides possessing an accurate knowledge of
astronomy, had distinguished himself by his inquiries into

the geography of the Southern Oceans, and by tlie collec-

tions he had published of several voyages in those parts

of the world. Mr. Dalrymple being sensible of the diffi-

culty, or rather of the impossibility, of carrying a ship

through unknown seas, the crew of which were not sub-

ject to the military discipline of his majesty's navy, he

made it the condition of his going, that he should have a
brevet cojnmission, as captain of the vessel, in the same
Jfianner as such a commission had been granted to Dr
Halley, in his voyage of discovery. To this demand, Sir'

Edward Hawke, who was then at the head of the Admi-
ralty, and who possessed more of the spirit of his profes-

sion than either of education or science, absolutely refused

to accede. He said, at the board, that his conscience

would not allow him to trust any ship of his majesty's to

a person who had not regularly been bred a seaman. On
being further pressed upon the subject. Sir Edward de-

clared, that he would suffer his right hand to be cut oil"

before he would sign any such commission. In this he
was, in some degree, justified by the mutinous behaviour

of Halley's crew, who refused to acknowledge the leg.il

authority of their commander, and involved him in a dis-

pute which was attended with pernicious consequences.

Mr. Dalrymple, on the other hand, was equally steady in'

r«q rir'ng a complinn-e with the terms he had proposed

S.i.:h .•. a.- the stale of ih.ngs when Mr. Stephens, secretary



CAPTAIN COOK S

to tlie Admiralty, whose discrimination of the numerous
cliaracters with which by liis station he is conversant, re-

flects as much credit on his understanding, as his upriijht

and able conduct does on the office lie has filled for so

many years, and under so many administrations, with

honour to himself and advantage to the public, observed

to the board, that since Sir Edward Hawke, and Mr.

Dalrymple were equally inflexible, no method remained
but that of finding out another person capable of the

service. He knew, he said, a Mr. Cook, who had been
employed as marine surveyor of Nevvfoundland, w'ho had
been regularly educated in the navy, in which he was a

master, and whom he judged to be fully qualified for the

direction of the present undertaking. Mr. Stephens, at

the same time, recommended it to the board, to take the

opinion of Sir Hugh Palliser, who had lately been gov-

ernor of Newfoundland, and was intimately acquainted
with Cook's character. Sir Hugh rejoiced in the op-
portunity of serving his friend. He strengthened Mr. Ste-

phen's recommendation to the utmost of his power; and
added many things in Mr. Cook's favour, arising from the

particular knowledge which he had of his abilities and
merit. Accordingly, Mr. Cook was appointed to the com-
mand of the expedition by the lords of the Admiralty; and,
on this occasion, he was promoted to the rank of a lieu-

tenant in the roval navy, his commission bearing date on
the 25th of May, 1768.

When the appointment had taken place, the first ob-
ject was to provide a vessel adapted to the purposes of
the voyage. This business was committed to Sir Hugh
Palliser; who took Lieutenant Cook to his assistance,

and they examined together a great number of the ships,

which then lay in the river Thames. At length they fi.xed

upon one of three hundred and seventy tons, to which
was given the name of the Endeavour.

while preparations were making for Lieutenant Cook's
expedition. Captain Wallis returned from his voyage round
the world. The Earl of Morton, president of the Royal
Society, had recommended it to this gentleman, on his

gosng out, to fix upon a proper place for observing the

transit of Venus. He kept, accordingly, the object isi

v;e.v; and having discovered, in the lourse of his en'er-
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pi!?e, an island, called by him George's L-i];iiKl, l);ii \vliir)i

iuiih since been found to bear the name of Otalieiic, l.e

jiidijed that Port Royal harbour, in this island, would af-

ford an eligible situation for tne purpose. Having, imme-
diately on his return to England, signified his opinion to

iiic E irl of Morton, the captain's idea was adopted by
i.'P society, and an answer conformable to it was sent to

i!ie commissioners of the Admiralty, who had applied for

t..iection;^ to what place the observers should be sent.

Mr. Charles Green, a gentleman who had long been as-

.' >'iaiit to Dr. Bradley at the royal observatory at Green-
« ch, was united with Lieutenant Cook in conducting the

:>-ronomical part of the voyage; and, soon after their

:!:|iointnient, they received ample instructions, from the
I "luncil of the Royal Society, with regard to the method
of carrying on their inquiries. The lieutenant was also

accompanied by Joseph Banks, Esq. (now Sir Joseph
Hanks, Bart.) and Dr. Solander, who, in the prime of
hte, and the first of them at great expense to himself,

quit'ed all the gratifications of polished society, and en-
gaged in a very tedious, fatigiioing, and hazardous navi-

cation, with the laudable views of acquiring knowledge
1(1 general, of promoting natural knowledge in particular,

and of contributing something to the improvement and
tlie happiness of the rude inhabitants of the earth.

Though it was the principal, it was not the sole object

of Lieutenant Cook's voyage, to observe the transit of
Venus. A more accurate examination of the Pacific

Ocean was committed to him, although in subserviency to

his main design; and, when his chief business was accom-
plished, he was directed to proceed in making further dis-

coveries in the great Southern Seas.

The complement of Lieutenant Cook's ship consisted

of eighty-four persons, besides the commander. Her vict-

ualling was for eighteen months ; and there was put on
board of her ten carriage and ten swivel guns, together
with an ample store of ammunition and other necessaries.

On the 2.5th of May, 1768, Lieutenant Cook was ap-
pointed by the lords of the Admiralty to the command of
llie Endeavour, in consequence of which he went on
•board on the 27th, and took charge of the ship. She then
lay in the basin in Deptford-yard, where she continued to
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lie till she wp.s completely fitted for sea. On the 30!h (1

Jiilv she sailed down the river, and on the 13th of Au<rust

anchored in Plymouth Sound. The wind becoming fair

on the 26lh of that month, our navigators got under sail,

and on the [3(h of September anchored in Funchiale

Road, in the Island of Madeira.

While Lieutenant Cook and his companj' were in this

island, they were treated with the utmost kindness and
libcralitv by Mr. Cheap, the English consul there, and

one of the most considerable merchants in the town of
Funchiale. He insisted upon their taking possession of

his house, and furnished them with every possible accom-
modation during their staj' at Madeira. They received,

likewise, great marks of attention and civility from Dr.

Thomas Heberden, the principal physician of the island,

and brother to the excellent and learned Dr. William He-
1 erden, of London. Dr. Thomas Heberden afibrded all

the assistance in his power to Mr. Banks and Dr. Solan-

der, in their botanical inquiries.

It was not solely from the English that the lieutenant

and his friends experienced a kind reception. The fathers

of the Franciscan convent displayed a liberality of senti-

ment towards them >vhich might not have been e.xpecled

from Portuguese friars; and, in a visit which they paid to

a convent of Nuns, the ladies expressed a particular

pleasure in seeing them. At this visit the good nuns

gave an amusing proof of the progress they had made in

the culiivation of their understandings. Having heard

that there were great philosophers among the English

gentlemen, they asked them a variety of questions; one

of which was, when it would thunder; and another,

whether a spring of fresh water, which was much wanted,

was anv where to be found within the walls of the con-

vent. Eminent as our philosophers were, they were puz-

zled by these questions.

Lieutenant Cook, having laid in a fresh stock of beef,

vvater, and wine, set sail from the island of Madeira, in

the night of the 18th of September, and proceeded on his

voyage. By the 7th of November, several articles of tiie

ship's provision began to fall short; for which reason, the

lieutenant determined to put into Rio de Janeiro. Thi!

place he preferred tj ;tny other port in Brazil or to Fdlk-



FIRST VOYAGE.

.and".-! IslanJs, because he could there be be'tcr supplied

\v:th what lie wanted, and had no doubt of meeting witii

a friendly recepnon.
During the run between Madeira and Rio de Janeiro,

Lieutenant Cook and the gentlemen in the Endeavour,
had an opportunity of deterntining a philosophical oues-

tion. On the evening of the 29th of October, they ob-

served that lutiiinous appearance of the sea which hath so

often been mentioned by navigators, and which has boon
ascribed to such a variety of causes. Flashes of light ap-

peared to be emitted, exactly resembling those of light-

ning, though without being so considerable, and such was
the frequency of them, that sometimes eight or ten were
visible almost at the same moment. It was the opinion

of Mr. Cook and the other gentlemen, that these flashes

proceeded from some luminous animal; and their opinion

was confirmed by experiment.

At Rio de Janeiro, in the port of which Lieutenant
Cook came to an anchor on the 13th of November, he

d d not meet with the polite reception that, perhaps, he
li:»d too sanguinely expected. His stay was spent in con-
tinual altercations wjth the viceroy, who appeared not a
little jealous of the designs of the English: nor were all

the attempts of the lieutenant, to set the matter right,

capable of producing any etlect. The viceroy was by no
means distinguished either by his knowledge or his lo\e of
science; and the grand object of Mr. Cook's expedition

was quite beyond his comprehension. When he v.astold,

that the English were bound to the southward, by the or-

der of his Britannic majesty, to observe a transit of the

planet Venus over the Sun, an astronomical phenomenon
of great importance to navigation, he could form no other

conception of the matter, than that it was the passing of
the North star through the South Pole.

During the whole of the contest with the viceroy,

Lieute.iant Cook behaved with equal spirit and discretion.

A supply of water and other necessaries could not be re-

fused him, and these ^ere gotton on board by the 1st of

December. On that day the lieutenant sent to the vice-

roy for a pilot to carry the Endeavour to sea; but the

wind preventing the ship from getting out, jshe was oblijj-

id 'o confini.e some time lonirer in the harbour. i\. Spaii-

V..1.. I.
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i~'i packet iiaviiijjf arrived at Rio de Janeiro on the 2(1 of
Devjember, with despatches from Buenos Ayres for Spain,
liie commander, Don Antonio de Monte Negro y Valasco,
otiered, witii great politeness, to convey the letters of the
English to Europe. This favour Lieutenant Cook accept-
ed, and gave Don Antonio a packet for the secretary of
the Admiralty, containing copies of all the papers that
had passed between himself and the Viceroy. He left,

also, ciipiicates with the Viceroy, that he might forward
them, if he thought proper, to Lisbon.
On the 5th of December, it being a dead calm, our

navigiitors we'ghed anchor, and towed down the Bay;
but, to their great as'onishment, two shots were fired at

them when tliey had gotten abreast of SantaCruz, the
principal forlificatiori of the harbour. Lieutenant Cook
/mmediately cast anchor, and sent to the fort to demand
the reason of this condvict; the answer to which was, that
(he commandant had received no order from the Viceroy
to let tlie ship pass; and that, without such an order, no
vessel was ever suHered to go below the fort. It now be-
c.u'ie necessary to send (o the Viceroy, to inquire why
the order had not been given; and his behaviour appear-
ed the more extraordinary, as notice had been transmit-
ted to him of the departure of the English, and he had
thought proper to write a polite letter to Mr. Cook, wish-
ing him a good voyage. The lieutenant's messenger soon
returned with the information that the order had been
written several days, and that its not having been sent
liiid arisen from some unaccountable negligence. It was
not till the 7tli of December that the Endeavour got un-
der sail.

In the account which Lieutenant Cook has given of Rio
de Janeiro, and the country round it, one circumstance is

recorded, which cannot be otherwise than very painful to

humanity. It is the horrid expense of life at which the
gold mines are wrought. No less than forty thousand
negroes are annually imported for this purpose, on the
king of Portugal's account; and the English were credi-

bly mformed, that, in the year 1766, this number fell so

sliort, that twenty thousand more were drafted from tlio

l<< n of Rio.

t'lOii Rio de Janeiro, Lieutenant Cook ^nu^ucd h;3
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vnyijjc, and, on the 14;li of Jan:iary, 1769, entered the

S';ait of Le Maire, at which time the tide drove the shit)

o'lt with so much violence, and raised such a sea off Cape
S:. D ego, that she frequently pitched so that the bow-
sprit was under water. On the next day the -lieutenant

anchored, first before a small cove, which was understood
to be Port Maurice, and afterwards in the Bay of Good
Success. While the Endeavour « as in this station, hap-
pened the memorable adventure of Mr. Banks, Dr. So-
lander, Mr. Monkhouse the surgeon, and Mr. Green the

astronomer, together with their attendants and servants,

a.id two seamen, in ascending a mountain to search for

plants. In this expedition, they were all of them exposed to

the utmost extremity of danger and of cold; Dr. Solander
was seized with a torpor which had nearly proved fatal

to his life; and two black servants actually d'ed. When
the gentlemen had, at length, on the second dav of their

adventure, gotten back to the ship, they congratulated
each other on their safety, with a joy that can onlv be
felt by those who have experienced equal perils; and Mr.
Cook was relieved from a very painful anxiety. It was a
dreadful testimony of the severity of the climate, that this

event took place when it was the midst of summer in that

part of the world, and at the close of a day, the begin-
ning of which was as mild and warm as the month of May
usually is in England.

In the passage through the Strait of Le Maire, Lieu-

tenant Cook and his ingenious associates had an opportu-

nity of gaining a considerable degree of acquain'ance
with the inhabitants of the adjoining country. Here it

was that they saw human nature in its lowest form. The
natives appeared to be the most destitute and forlorn, as

well as the most "stupid, of the children of men. Their
lives are spent in wandering about the dreary wastes that

surround them; and thoir d\\ellmgs are no other than
wretched hovels of sticks and grass, which not only ad-

mit the wind, but the snow and the rain. They are al-

most naked; and so devoid are they of every convenience
which is furnished by the rudest art, that they have not

so much as an implement to dress their food. Neverthe-
less, thev seemed to have no wisli for acquirinir more than

they posrcssed; nor did any iliiiig that was ollercd them
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by the Eii^rlisli appear acceptable but beads, as an orna
mental superfluit}' of life. A conclusion is hence drawn
t)_v Dr. Havvkesworth, that these people may be upon a
evel with ourselves, in respect to the happiness they en-

joy. This, however, is a position which ought not hastily

to be admitted. It is, indeed, a beautiful circumstance,

in the order of Divine Providence, that the rudest inhabif-

aiifp of the earth, and those who are situated in the most
unfavourable climates, should not be sensible of their dis-

advantages. But still it must be allowed, that their hap-
piness is greatly inferior, both in kiiid and degree, to that

intellectual, social, and moral felicity, which is capable
of being attained in a highly cultivated state of society.

In vovages to the South Pacific Ocean, the determina-
tion of the best passage from the Atlantic is a point of pe-

culiar importance. It is well known what prodigious diffi-

culties were experienced in this respect by former naviga-

tors. The doubling of Cape Horn, in particular, was so

much dreaded, that in tlie general opinion, it was far

more eligible to pass through the Strait of Magalhaens.
Lieutenant Cook hath fully ascertained the erroneousness

of this opinion. He was but fhree-and-thirty days in

coming round the land of Terra del Fuego, from the east

entrance of the Strait of Le Maire, till he had advanced
about twelve degrees to the westward, and three and a

half to the northward of the Strait of Magalhaens; and
during this time, the ship scarcely received any damage.
Whereas, if he had come in the Pacific Ocean by that

passage, he would not have been able to accomplish it in

less than three months; besides which, his people would
have been fatigued, and the anchors, cables, sails, and
rigging of the vessel much injured. By the course he -

pursued, none of these inconveniences were suffered. In

short. Lieutenant Cook, by his own example in doubling

Cape Horn, by his accurate ascertainment of the latitude

and longitude of the places he came to, and by his in-

structions to future voyagers, performed the most essen-

tial services to this part of navigation.

It was on the 26th of January that the Endeavour took
her departure from Cape Horn: and it appeared, that,

finni that time to the 1st of Marcli, during a run of ••^i.v

hundred and sixiv leagues, there was no current which
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alT'ected llio sliip. Hence it was liighlv probable lliat O'ir

naiitjalors had been near no land of" any considerable ex-

tent, currents being always found when land is not remote.

In the prosecution of Lieutenant Cook's vcyage from
Cape Horn to Otalieite, several islands were discovered,

to which the names were given of Lagoon Island, Thruir.b

Cap, Bow Island, the Groups, Bird Island, and Chain
Island. It appeared that most of these islands were in-

habited; and the verdure, and groves of palm-trees,

v.hich were visible upon some of them, gave them the as-

pect of a terrestrial paradise to men who, excepting the

dreary hills of Terra del Fuego, had seen nothing for a

long time but sky and water.

On the 11th of April the Endeavour arrived in sight of

Otaheiie, and on the loth she came to an anchor in Port
Royal Bay, which is called Matavia by the natives. As
the stay of the English in the island was not likely to bo
very short, and much depended on the manner in which
traffic should be carried on with the inhabitants, Lieuten-

ant Cook, with great good sense and humanity, drew up
a set of regulations for the beha\ iour of his people, and
gave it in command, that they should pimctually be ob
served.*

* The rules were as follow :
" 1. To endeavour, by everv fair

means, to cultivate a t'rien<ishlp with the natives ; and to treat

them with all imaginable humanity. 2. A proper person or per-

sons, will be appointed to trade with the natives for all manner
of provisions, fruit, and other productions of the earth; and no
officer or seaman, or other person belonging to the ship, excepting

such as are so appointed, shall trade, or offer to trade, for any
.sort of provision, fruit, or other productions of the earth, unless

they have leave so to do. 3. Every person employed on shore,

on any dutv whatsoever, is strict'.y to attend to the same ; and
if by any neglect he loseth any of his arms, or working tools, or

suffers them to be stolen, the full value thereof will be chariff d

against his pay, according to the custom of the navy in such
cases, and he shall receive such further punishment as the nature

of the offence may deserve. 4. The same penalty will be in-

flicted on every person, w'ao is found to embezzle, trade, or ofier

to trade, witii any part of ihe ship's stores, of what nature soever

5. No sort of iron, or aiiv thing that is made of iron, or any s< rt

of cloth, or other useful or necessary articles, arc to be piven in

ex'change for any thins hut provision. J. t'0«Jl» ."

V,M, I. 3*
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One of the first things tliat occupiea {he Keu'enaiit's

aMciilioru, af;er his arrival at OJaheile, was to prepare for

lite execution of liis orrand commission. For this purpose,

as, in an excursion to the v. estward, he had not found

any more convenient harbour than that in which the E'l-

(tea^•our lay, he determined to go on shore and lix upon
some spot, commanded by the guns of the ship, where he

might throw up a small fort for defence, and get every

thing ready for making the astronomical observation.

Accordingly, he took a party of men, and landed, beiig

accompanied by Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and Mr. Green.

They soon tixed upon a place very proper for their design,

and which was at a considerable distance from any habi-

tation of the natives. While tlie gentlemen were marking
out the ground which they intended to occupv, and seeing

a small tent erected, that belonged to Mr. Banks, a greit

number of the people of the country gathered gradually

around them, bat with no hostile appearance, as the.u

was not among the Indians a single weapon of any kind.

Mr. Cook, ho .sever, intimated that none of them were fo

come within th.e line he had drawn, excepting one, who
appeared to be a chief, and Owhaw, a native who had
attached himself to the English, both in Captain Wallis's

expedition and in the present voyage. The lieutenant en-

deavoured to make these two persons understand that the

ground which had been marked out was only wanted to

sleep upon for a certain number of nights, and that then

it \\oi:lJ be quitted. Whether his meaning was compre-
hended or not, he could not certainly determine; but the

people behaved with a deference and respect that could

scarcely have been expected, and which were highly pleas-

ing. They sat down without the circle, peaceably and
uninterruptedly attending to the progress of the businesr;,

which was upwards of two hours in completing.

This matter being finished, and Mr. Cook having ap-
pointed thirteen marines and a petty officer to guard tlie

tent, he and the gentlemen with him set out upon a little

excursion into the woods of the country. They had not,

hov.ever, gone far, before they were brought back by a
very disagreeable event. One of the Indians, who remain-

ed about the tent after th6 lieutenant and his friends bad
left it, watched an opportunitv of taking the sentry at un-
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aware?, and snatclied away his musquet. Upon tliis, tl;e

petty officer who commanded the party, and who wa? a

midshipman, ordered the marines to lire. With equal

want of consideration, and, perhaps, with equal iniinmaiii-

ty, the men immediately discharged their pieces among
the thickest of the flying crowd, who consisted of more
than a hundred. It being observed that the thief did not

fall, he was pursued, and shot dead. From subsequent

information it happily appeared, that none of the natives

besides were either killed or wounded.
Lieutenant Cook, who was highly displeased with the

conduct of the petty officer, used every method in his

power to dispel the terrors and apprehensions of the In-

dians, but not immediately with effect. The next morn-
mg but few of the inhabitants were seen upon the beach,

and not one of them came otf to the ship. What added
particularly to the resret of the English was, that ev(!n

Owhaw, who had hitherto been so constant in his attach-

ment, and who the day before had been remarkably ac-

tive in endeavouring to renew the peace which had been
broken, did not now make his appearance. In the eve-

ning, however, when the lieutenant went on shore with

only a boat's crew and some of the gentlemen, between
thirty and forty of the natives gathered around them, and
trafficked with them, in a friendly manner, for cocoa nuts

and other fruit.

On the 17lh, ^Ir. Cook and Mr. Green set up a tent oa
shore, and spent the niirht there, in order to observe an
eclipse of the first sateUile of Jupiter; but thev met with

a disappointment, in consequence of the weather hecoiii-

ir.g cloudy. The next day the lieutenant, with as many
of his people as could possibly be spared from the ship,

began to erect the fort. While the English were em-
ployed in this business, many of the Indians were so fir

Irom hindering, that they voluntarily assisted them, and
with great alacrity broun-ht the pickets and fascines from
the wood where they had been cut. Indeed, so scrupti-

lous had Mr. Cook been of invading their property, that

e\ery stake which was used was purchased, and not a

tree was cut down till their consent had first been ob-
tained.

On the 2(;th, the lieutenant mounted siv swivel guns
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iipun tlie for* ; on whicli occasion he saw, with concern,

that tlie natives were alarmed and terrified. Some fisher-

men, who lived upon the point, removed to a greater dis-

tance; and Owhaw informed the English, by signs, of his

expectation that in four days they would fire their great

guns.

The lieutenant, on the succeeding day, gave a striking

proof of his reg ird to justice, and of his care to preserve

the inhabitants from injury and violence, by the punish-

ment he inflicted on the butcher of the Endeavour, who
was accused of having threatened, or attempted, the life

of a woman, that v. as the wife of Tubourai Tomaide, a

chief remarkable for his attachment to our navigators

The batcher \\anted to purchase of her a stone hatchet
for a nail. To this bargain she absolutely rcHised to ac-
cede; upon uhich the fellow catclied up the hatchet, and
threw dovvn the nail; threatening, at the same time, that

if she made any resistance, he would cut iier throat with

a reaping-hook which he had in his hand. The chaige
was so fully proved in the presence of Afr. Banlis, and
the butcher had so little to say in exculpation of himself,

that not the least doubt remained of his guilt. The affair

being reported bv Mr. Banks to Lieutenant Cook, he
took an opportunity, when the chief and his women, with

others of the natives, were on board the ship, to call up
the offender, and, after recapitulating the accusation and
the proof of it, to give orders for his immediate punish-

mcn*. While the butcher was stripped, and tied up to the

rigging, the Indians preserved a fixed attention, and wait-

ed for the event in silent suspense. But as soon as the

first stroke was inliicted, such was the humanity of these

people, that they inierfcred with great agitation, and ear-

nestly entreated that the rest of the punishment njight he
remiticJ. To this, however, the lieutenant, for various

reasons, could not grant his consent; and, when Ihev
found t!iat their intercessions were inetfectual, th.ey mani-
fested thcir'compassion by tears.

On the 1st of May the observatory was set up, and the
astronomical quadrant, together with some other instru-

ments, was faken on shore. When, on the next i.iorn'niT,

Mr. Cook and Mr. Green landed for the purpose of tixiiig

the quadrant in a situation for use, to their inexpressibla
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surprise and concern it was not to be found. It had been
ieposited in a tent reserved for the lieutenant's use,

where no one had slept: it had never been taken out of
ihe packing-case, and the whole was of considerable
weicrht: none of the other instruments were missing, an<l

a sentinel had been posied the whole night within five

rards of the tent. Tliese circniristances induced a susp:-

::ion that the robbery miglit have been committed by some
<'f our own people, who having seen a deal box, and not

knowing the contents, migiit imagine that it contained

nails, or other articles for traffic with the natives. Tiie

most diligent search, therefore, was made, and a large re-

ward was offered for the finding of the quadrant, but «ith

no degree of success. In this exigency, Mr. Banks wa^i

ofeminent service. As this gentleman had more iiillueme

over the Indians than any orlier person on board the En-
deavour, and as there could now be little doubt of the

quadrant's having been convoyed away by some of the

natives, he determined to go in search of it into tlie

woods; and it was recovered in consequence of his judi-

cious and spirited exertions. The pleasure with which it

was brought back was equal to the importance of the

event; for the grand oljject of the voyage could not other-

wise have been accom|)lished.

Another embarrassment, though not of so serious a na-

ture, was occasioned on the very same day, by one of our

officers having inadvertently taken into custody Tootahah,

I chief who had connected himself in the most friendly

manner with the English. Lieutenant Cook, who had
given express orders that none of the Indians should be

confined, and who, therefore, was equally surprised and
concerned at this transaction, instantly set Tootahah at

liberty. So strongly had this Indian been possessed with

the notion that it was intended to put him to death, that

he could not be persuaded to the contrary till he was led

out of the fort. His joy at his deliverance was so great,

that it displayed itself in a liberality which our people

were very unwilling to partake of, from a consciousness

that on this occasion they had no claim to the reception

of favours. The impression, however, of the confinement

of the chief operated with such force upon the minds of

tile native;, that few of them appeared; and the market

3
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was so ill snnp'ieQ, 'hat tiie English were in want of no»

cessaries. At lenfjth, by the prudent exertions of L^eiw

tenant Cook, Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solander, the friendship

of Tootahah was completely recovered, and the recon-

ciliation worked upon the Indians like a charm; for it

was no sooner known that he had gone voluntarily on
board the Endeavour, than bread-ftuit, cocoa-nuts, and

other provisions were brought to the fort in great plenty.

Tlie lieutenant and the rest of the gentlemen had hith-

erto, with a laudable discretion, bartered only bea Is i'ltr

the articles of food now mentioned. But the ma. ket be-

coming slack, they were obliged for the first time, on the

Sth of May, to bring out their nails; and such was the

effect of this new commodity, that one of the smallest size,

which was about four inches long, procured twenty cocou
nuts, and bread-fruit in proportion.

It was not till the 10th of the month that our voyagers

learned that the Indian name of tlie island was Otaheite,
by which name it hath since been always distinguished.

On Sunday, the 14tli, an instance was exhibited of the

inattention of the natives to our modes of religion. The
lieutenant had directed that divine service should be per-

formed at the fort; and he was desirous that some of "the

principal Indians should be present. Mr. Banks secured

the attendance of Tubourai Tamaide and his wife Tomio,
hoping that it would give occasion to some inquiries on
their part, and to some instruction in return. During the

whole service, they very attentively observed Mr. Banks-
behaviour, and stood, sat, or kneeled, as they saw him
do; and thej' appeared to be sensible that it was a serious

and important employment in which the English were en-
gaged. But when the worship was ended, neither of
them asked any questions, nor would they attend to any
explanations which were attempted to be given of what
had been performed.

As the day approached for executing the grand purpose
of the voyage. Lieutenant Cook determined, in conse-
quence of some hints which he had received from the
Earl of Morton, to send out two parties to ob^'Orve the

transit of Venus from other situations. B_v this means he
hoped, that the success of the observation would be se-

cured, if there should happen to be any failure at Otaheite
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Acfordingly, on Thursday, the 1st of Jnni, he dcspatcli-

od Mr. Gore in the long-boat fo Eimeo, a neigh boviring

island, togotlier v\ilh Mr. Monkhouse and Mr. Sporing, a

gentleman belonging to Mr*. Banks. They were t'urnished

by Mr. Green with proper instruments. Mr. Banks him-

self chose to go upon this e.xpedition, in which he was ac-

companied by Tubourai Tamaide and Tomio, and by

others of the natives. Early the ne.xt morning the Lieu-

tenant sent Mr. Hicks, in the pinnace, with Mr. Clerk

and Mr. Pickersgill, and Mr. Saunders, one of the mid-

ehipnien, ordering them to fi.\ upon some convenient spot

to the eastward, at a distance from the principal observa-

tory, where they also might employ the instruments they

were provided with for observing the transit.

The anxiety for such weather as would be favourable to

the success of the experiment, was powerfully felt by all

the parties concerned. They could not sleep in peace the

preceding night: but their apprehensions were happily re-

moved by the sun's rising, on the morning of the 3d of

June, without a cloud. The weather continued with

equal clearness through the whole of the day; so that the

observation was successfully made in every quarter. At
the fort, where Lieutenant Cook, Mr. Green, and Dr. So-

lander were stationed, the whole passage of the planet

Venus over the sun's disk was observed with great advan-

tage. The magnifying power of Dr. Solandcr's telescope

was superior to that of those which belonged to the Lieu-

tenant and to Mr. Green. They all saw an atmosphere

or dusky cloud round the body of the planet, which much
disturbed the times of the contact, and especially of the

internal ones; and, in their accounts of these times, they

dilfered from each other in a greater degree than might

have been expected. According to Mr. Green,
MORNING.

The first external contact, or first ap-

pearance of Venus on the sun was
The first internal contact, or total im-

mersion, was
The second internal contact, or be-

ginning of the immersion, was
The second external contact, or total

immersion, was

h.
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T!ie latitude of the observatory was found to be 17°

29' 15''; and tlie longitude 149° 32' 30" west of

Greenwich.

A more particular aeccount of this great astronomical

event, the providing for the accurate observation of which

reflects so much honour on his majesty's munificent pat-

ronao'c of science, may be seen in the sixty-first volume
of tlie Philosophical Transactions.

Tlie pleasure which Lieutenant Cook and his friends

derived, from having thus successfully accomplished the

first grand object of the voyage, was not a little abated

by the conduct of some of the ship's company, who,
while the attention of the officers was engrossed by the

transit of Venus, broke into one of the store-rooms, and
stole a quantify of spike-nails, amounting to no less than

a hundred weight. This was an evil of a public and se-

rious nature; for these nails, if injudiciously circulated

among the Indians, would be productive of irreparable in-

jury to the English, by reducing the value of iron, their

staple coinuiodify One of the thieves, from whom onl\

seven nails were recovered, was detected; but, though

the punishmen!. of two dozen lashes was inflicted upon
him, he would not impeach any of his accomplices.

Upon account of the absence of the two parties who
had been sent out to observe the transit, the king's birth-

day was celebrated on the 5th, instead of the 4th of June;

and the festivity of the day must have been great I v

lieightened by the happy success with which his majesty's

liberality had been crowned.

On the 12th, Lieutenant Cook was again reduced to the

necessity of exercising the severity of discipline. Com-
plaint havinjT been made to him, by certain of the nati\'es,

that two of the seamen had taken from them several bows
and arrows, aiul some strings of platted hair, and the

charge being fully supported, he punished each of the

criminals with two dozen of lashes.

On the same day it was discovered that Olaheite, like

other countries in a certain period of society, has its

bards and its minstrels. Mr. Banks, in his morning's
walk, had met wilt a number of natives, who appeared,

upon inquiry, to he travelling musicians; and having
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learned where thev were to be at night, all the gentle-

men of the Endeavour repaired to the place. The bind
consisted cf t«o flutes and three drums; and the drum-
mers accompanied the nui.«:ic with their voices. To the

surprise of tiie English gentlemen, they found that them-
selves were generally the subject of the song, which ^va3

unpremeditated. These minstrels were continually going

about from place to place; and they were rewarded by
the master of the house and the audience, with such
things as they wanted.
The repeated thefts which were committed by the in-

habitants of Otaheite brought our voyagers into frequent

diflicullies, and it required all the wisdom of Lieutenant
Cook to conduct himself in a proper manner. His senti-

ments on the subject displayed the hberalityof his mind.

He thought it of consequence to put an end, if possible,

to thievish practices at once, by doing soniething that

should engage th? natives in general to prevent them,
from a regard to their common interest. Strict: orders

had been given by him that they should not be fired upon,
even when they were detected in attempting to steal any
of the English property. For this the lieutenant had
many reasons. The conmion sentinels were in no degree

Ft to be entrusted with a power of life and deatli; neither

did Mr. Cook think that the thefts committed by the Ota-

heitans deserved so tevere a punishment. They «ere not

born under the law of England; nor was it one of the

conditions under which thev claimed The benefits of civi'

.society, that their lives should be forfeited unless they ab-
stained from theft. As the lieutenant was not willing that

the natives should be exposed to fire-arms loaded wish
s'lot, neither did he approve of firing onlv with powder,
uhich, if repeated!}" found to be liarmless, would at

li^ngth be despi.^ed. At a time wh.en a considerable rob-

bery had been committed, an accident fi;rn:shed him with
\\hat he hoped would be a h.appy expedient for prevent-

ing future attempts of the same kind. Above tv^enly of

the sailing canoes of the inhabitants came in with a sup-

ply of fish. Upon these Lieutenant Cook immediatel)'

seized, and having brought them into the ri\cr behiiid the

fiTt, gave notice ihnt unless (he things which had been
stolen were leturned, the canoes should be burnt. This

Vol. I.
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menace, witliout desisning to pr.t it info execution, he
ventured to publisli, from a full conviction that, as resti-

tution was thus made a common cause, the stolen gjoods

would all of them speedily be brought back. In this,

however, he was mistaken. An iron coal-rake, indeed,

was restored; upon which great solicitation was made for

the release of the canoes; but he still insisted on his origi-

nal condition. When the ne.\t day came, he was much
surprised to find that nothing further had been returned;

and, as the people were in the utmost distress for the fi?li,

which would in a short time be spoiled, he was reduced
to the disagreeable alternative, either of releasing the ca-

noes, contrary to what he had solemn!}' and public!)- de-

clared, or of detaining them, to the great damage of

those who were innocent. As a temporary expedient, he

permitted the natives to take tlie fish, but still detained

the canoes. So far was this measure fi^m being attended

with advantajre, that it was productive of new confusion

and injury; for as it was not easy at once to distinguish

to what particular persons the several lots of fish belong-

ed, the canoes were plundered by those w ho had no right

to any part of their cargo. At length, most pressing in-

stances being still made for the restoration of the canoes,

and Lieutenant Cook having reason to believe, either that

the things for which he detained them were not in the

island, or that those who suffered by tlieir detention were
absolutely incapable of prevailing upon the thieves to re-

linquish their booty, he determined, though not imme-
diately, to comply with the solicitations of the natives.

Our commander was, however, not a little mortified at

the ill success of his project.

About the same time, another accident occurred, v>hich,

notwitlisfandfng all the caution of our principal voyagers,

was very near embroiling them with the Indians. Tlie

Lieutenant having sent a boat on shore to get ballast for

the ship, tlie ofBcer, not immediately finding stones suita-

ble to the purpose, began to pull down some part of an
enclosure in which the inhabitants had deposited t!ie

bones of their dead. This action a number of the natives

violently opposed, and a messenger came down to the

tents, to acquaint the gentlemen that no such thing

would be sutiered. Mr. Bank.^ dirctlv reoaired to the
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place, and soon put an amic;ib!e end to the contest, by
sending the boat's crew to the river, where a sufficient

quantity of stones might be gathered without a possibility

of giving offence. These Indians appeared to be much
more alarmed at any injury which they apprehended to be

done to the dead than to the living. This was the only

measure in which they ventured to oppose the English;

and the only insult that was ever offered to any individual

i)elongiMg to the Endeavour was upon a similar occasion.

It shoidd undoubtedly be the concern of all voyagers to

abstain from wantonly offending the religious prejudices

of the people among whom they come.
To extend the knowledge of navigation and the sphere

of discovery, objects which we need not say that Lieuten-

ant Cook kept always steadily in view, he set out, in the

j'innace, on the twenty-si.xlh of Jime, accompanied by
?.Ii-. B.mks, to make the circuit of the island; during

which the lieutenant and his companions were tlirown in-

to great alarm, bv the apprelit-nded loss of the boat. By
t';;s expedition Mr. Cook obtained an acquaintance with

ilie several districtj of f)laneite, the chiefs who presided

over them, and a variety of curious circumstances respect-

iiiir the manners and customs of the inhabitants. On the

first of July he got back to the fort at Matavia, having
found the circuit of the island, including the two peninsu-

las of which it consisted, to be about thirty leagues.

Tlie circumnavigation of Otaheite was followed b}' an
exfjedition of Mr. Banks to trace the river up the valley

from which it issues, and examine how far its banks were
inhabited. During this excursion he discerned many tra-

c:cs of subterraneous lire. The stones, like those of Ma-
deira, displayed evident tokens of having been burnt, and
llie very clay upon the hills had the same appearance.

Another valuable employment of Mr. Banks was the

planting of a great quantitv of the seeds of water-melons,
oranges, lemons, limes, and other plants and trees, which
luj had collected at Rio de Janeiro. For these he pre-

pared ground on each side of the fort, and selected as

ininy varieties of soil as could be found. He gave, also,

liberally of these seeds to the natives, and planted maiiy
of" liiom in the woods.

I.ieulen uU Cook now began to prepare for his dopur
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tiire. On <hc 7th of July the carpenters were cmpJoyed
ill talcing down the gates and palisadoes of the fortitica

tion; and it was continued to be disniaiitled during the

two following days. Our commander and the rest of the

gentlemen were in hopes that they should quit Otaheite

without giving or receiving any further ofience; but in this

respect they were unfortunately disappointed. The Lieu-
tenant had prudently overlooked a dispute of a smaller

nature between a couple of foreign seamen and some of
the Indians,when he was immediately involved in a quar-
rel, which he greatly regretted, and which yet it was to-

tally out of his power to avoid. In the middle of the

night, between the Sth and 9th, Clement Webb and Sam-
uel Gibson, two of the marines, went privately from the

fort. As they were not to be found in the morning, Mr.
Cook was apprehensive that they intended to stay behind;
but, being unwilling to endanger the harmony and good-
will which at present subsisted between our people and
the natives, he determined to wait a day for the chance
of the men's return. As, to the great concern of the lieu-

tenant, the marines were not come back on the morning
of the tenth, inquiry was made afier them of the Indians,

who acknowledged that each of them had taken a wife,

and had resolved to become inhabitants of the counlrv.

—

After some deliberation, two of the natives undertook to

conduct such persons to the place of the deserters' retreat,

as Mr. Cook should think proper to send; and, according-

ly, he despatched with the guides a pettv officer and tiie

corporal of the marines. As it was of tlie utmost impor-
tance to recover the men, and to do it speedily, it was in-

timated to several of the chiefs who were in the fort with
the women, among whom were Tubouiai Toniaide, Tomio,
and Oberea, that they would not be permitted to leave it

fill the fugitives were returned; and the Lieutenant haf"

the pleasure of observing, that they received the intima-

tion \vith very little indications of alarm, and with assur-

ances that his people should be secured and sent back as

soon as possible. While this transaction took plate at

tlie fort, onr commander sent Mr. Ilicks in the pinnace to

fetch Tootahah on board the ship. Mr. Cook had reason
In expect, if the Indian guides proved faithful, tha* t!:r

deserters, and those who went in scarcii of the;p., \.oi.lJ
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rfctnrn before the evening. Being disappointed, his sus-

picions increased, and thinking it not safe, when the night

approached, to let the persons whom he had detained as

hostages continue at the fort, he ordered Tiibourai To-
maide, Oberea, and some others, to be taken on board
the Endeavour; a circumstance which excited so general
an alarm, that several of them, and especially the wonien,
expressed their apprehensions with great emotion and ma-
ny tears. Webb, about nine o'clock, was bro'.ight back
by some of the natives, who declared that Gibson, and
llie petty olfirer and corporal, would not be restored till

' Tootahah should be set at liberty. Lieutenant Cook now
found that the tables were turned upon him: but, having
proceeded too far to retreat, he immediately despatched
Mr. Hicks in the long-boat, with a strong party of men,
to rescue the prisoners. Too'ahah was, at the same time,

informed that it behoved him to send some of his people

with them, for the purpose of atfording them effectual as-

sistance. With this injunction he readily complied, and
tlie prisoners were restored without the least opposition.

On the next day thcv were brought back to the ship, upon
which the chiefs were released from their confinement.

Thus ended an aiTair which had given the lieutenant a

great deal of trouble and concern. It appears, however,
that the measure which he pursued was the result of an
absolute necessity; since it was only by the seizure of the

chiefs that he could have recovered his men. Love was
the seducer of the two mirines. So strong was the at

tachment which they had formed to a couple of girls, that

It was their design to conce.il themselves till the ship had
sailed, and to take up their residence in the island.

Tii[)ia was one of the natives who had so particularly

devoted himself to the English, that he had scarcely ever

been absent from them during the whole of their stay at

Otaheite. He had been Oberea's first minister, while she
was in the heigiit of her power; and he was also chief

priest of the country. To his knowledne of the religious

)>rincfple;s and ceremonies of the Indians, he added great

experience in navigation, and a particular acquaintance
with the number and situation of the neighbouring islands.

Tltis man had often exnro-^ed a desire to go with our navi-

'a!":-'i, and when they wcio re.idy to depart, he came ur
Vol I.
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board, with a boy about thirteen years of age, and entreat-

ed that he might be permitted to proceed with them on
their voyage. To have such a person in the Endeavour
was desirable on many accounts; and, therefore, Lieuten-
ant Cook ghidly acceded to his proposal.

On the 13th of July the English weighed anchor; and
as soon as the ship was under sail, the Indians on board
took their lea\es, and wept with a decent and silent sor-

row, in which there was something very striking and tender.

Tupia sustained himself in this scene with a truly admira-
ble firmness and resolution; for, though he wept, the ef-

fort he made to conceal his tears, concurred with them to

do him honour.

The stay of our voyagers at Otaheite was three months,
the greater part of which time was spent in tlie most cor-

dial friendship with the inhabitants, and a perpetual re-

ciprocation of good offices. That any dillerences should
happen, was greatly regretted on the part of Lieutenant
Cook and his friends, who were studious to avoid them as

much as possible. The principal causes of them resulted

from the peculiar situation and circumstances of the Eng-
lish and the Indians, and especiallv from the disposition

of the latter to tliet"t. The eliectsof this disposition could
not always be submitted to, or prevented. It was happy,
however, that there was only a single instance in which
the diflerences that arose were attended with any fatal

consequence, and by that accident the lieutenant was in-

structed to take the most eftectual measures for the fu-

ture prevention of similar events. He had nothing so

niuch at heart, as that in no case the intercourse of his

people with the natives should be productive of bloodshed.
The trattic with the inhabita:its for provi-;ion3 and re-

freshments, which was chielly under the management of
Mr. Banks, was carried on with as much order as in any
well-regulated market in Europe. A.xes, hatchets, spikes,

large nails, looking-glasses, knives, and beads, were found
to be the best articles to deal in; and for some of these,

every thinw which ihe inhabitants possessed might be pro-

cured. They were, indeed, fond of tine linen ciotli

whether white or printed; but an axe worth lialf a cro vn

would fetch more than a piece of cloth of the ^aii.e o("

Iwenty shillings
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It would deviate from the plan of this narrative to enter

into a minute account of the nature, prodactions, inhabi-

tants, customs, and manners of the cojiitries which were
discorered or visited by Mr. Cook; or to give a particular

detail of every nautical, geographical, and astronomical

observation. It will be sutlicient here to take notice, that

our commander did not depart from Otaheite without ac-

cumulating a store of information and instruction for the

enlargement of knowledge, and the benefit of navigation

Wiiile the Endeavour proceeded on her voyage under
an easy sail, Tupia informed Lietilenant Cook, that at

four of the neighbouring islands, which he distinguished

by the names of Huaheine, Ulietea, Otaha, and Bolabola,

hogs, fowls, and other refreshments, which had latterly

been sparingly supplied at Otaheite, might be procured in

great j)lenly. Tlie lieutenant, ]iov,ever, was desirous of
first examing an island that lay to the northward, and was
called Telhuroa. Accordingly, he came near it; but

having found it to be only a small, low island, and being
told, at the same time, that it had no settled inhabitants,

be detcrrnmed to drop any fr.rther examination of it, and
to go in search of Huaheine, and Ulietea, which were
desrribed to be well peopled, and as huge as Otaheite.

On the I5(h of July, the weather being hazy, with light

breezes and calms succeedmg each other, so that no land

could be seen, and little way was made, Tupia atlbrded an
nmusirg proof that, in the e>^ercise of his priestly charac-
ter, he knew how to unite some degree of art with his

superstition. He often prayed for a wind to his god
Tane, and as often boasted of his success; this, indeed,

he took a most eflectual method to secure, for he never
began his address to his divinity till he perceived the

bree/.c to be so near, that he knew it must approach the

ehip before his supplications could well be brought to a
conclusion.

The Endeavour, on the 16th, being close in with the

north-west part of Huaheine, some canoes soon came o!f,

in one of which was the king of the island and his wife.

At first the people seemed afraid; but, upon seeing Tupia,
their apprehensions vveie in part dispersed, and at length,

in con.se luence ol'freouent and earnestly repealed assr.r-

ances of iViendsi.iu, tiieir niiijosties, and sc.'crai olhers.
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ventured on board the ship. Their astonishment at evciv

thing which was shown them was very great; and yet

their curiosity did not extend to any objects but what
were particularly pointed out to their notice. When they

had become more familiar, Mr. Cook was given to under-
stand that the king was cahed Oree, and that he proposed,

as a m.ark of amity, their making an exchange of" their

names. To this our commander veadiiy consented; and
during the remainder of their being together, the lieuten-

ant was Oree, and his majesty was Cookee. In the af

ternoon, the Endeavour having come to an anchor in a

small, but excellent harbour on the west side of the isl-

and, the name of which was Owharre. Mr. Cook, accom-
panied by Mr. Eanks, Dr. Solander, Mr. Moiikhouse, Tu-
pia, and the natives who had been on board ever since the

morning, immediately went on shore. The English gen-
tlemen repeated their excursions on the two following days,

in the course of which they found that the people of Hua-
heiBe had a very near resemblance to those of Ofaheile,

in person, dress, language, and every other circumstance,

and that the productions of the country were exactly

similar.

In trafficking with our people, the inhabitants of Hua-
heine displayed a caution and hesitation which rendered

the dealing with them slow and tedious. On the 19th,

therefore, the English were obliged to bring out some
hatcnets, which it was at first hoped .there would be no
occasion for, in an island that had never before been vis-

ited by any European. These procured three very large

hogs; and as it \\ as propo-ed to sail in the aftcr'ioon,

Oree and several others came on board to take their leave.

To the king Mr. Cook gave a small pewter plaie, on
which i\ as stamped this inscription; "His Brilanic Ma-
jesty's ship Endeavour, Lieutenant James Cook, com-
mander, 16th July, 1769, Huaheine." Among other pre-

sents made to Oree, were some medals or counters, re-

sembling the coin of England, and struck in the year

1761; all of which, and particularly the plate, he promis-

ed carefi:lly and inviolably to preserve. This the lieuten-

ant thoiiffht to be as lasting a testimony as any he could

veil [irovide, that the English had first disco\ered tie

Lflaiid, and having dismissed his i-isilers, hIio we:e highly
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pIoQsrd wi'li the treatment tnev h;ifl met with, lie sailed

lor Ulictea, in a good harbour of which he anchored the

ne.vt day.

Tupia had expressed his apprehensions that our naviija-

tors, if they landed upon (he island, would be exposed tc

(he attacks of the men of Bolabola, whom he represente 1

as havmg lately conquered it, and of whom he entertain-

ed a very formidable idea. This, however, did not deter

Mr. Cook, Mr. Banks, Dr. Soiander, and the other gen-
tlemen, from going immediately en shore. Tupia, who
was of the party, introduced them, by performing some
ceremonies which he had practised before at Hualieine.

After this, the lieutenant hoisted an English jack, and, in

the name of his Brifanic majesty, took possession of Ulie-

tea, and the three neighbouring islands, Huaheine, Otaha,
and Bolabola, all of which were in sight.

On the 21st, the master was despatched in the longboat,

to examine the coast of the south part of the island; and
one of the mates was sent in the yawl, to sound the har-

bour where the Endeavour lay. At the same time. Lieu-

tenant Cook went himself in the pinnace, to survey that

part of Ulictea which lies to the north. Mr. Banks, like-

^'\se, and the gentlemen, again went on shore, and em-
ployed themselves in trading with the natives, and in ex-

amining the productions and curiosities of the country;

but they saw nothing worthy of notice, excepting some
human jaw bones, which, like scalps among the Indians of

North America, were trophies of. war, and had probably

been .lung up by the warriors of Bolabola, as a memorial
of their conquest.

The weather being hazy on the 22d and 23d, with

strong gales, the lieutenant did not venture to put to sea;

but, on the 24lh, though (he wind continued to bo varia-

ble, he got under sail, and plied to the northward within

the reef, purposing to go out at a wider 0])ening than thut

by which he had entered the harbour. However, in do-

ing this, he was in imminent danger of striking on the

rock. Tho master, who by his order had kept continually

sounding in the chains, suddenly called out, " tw
fathom." Though our commander knew rhat tba ship

drew at least fourteen feet, and consequently that (he

shoal could not possibly be under her keel, he was never-



46 c APT A I.-J coon'*

theless ju«tlv ahrriied. IlMppily, tl.e ninsJci- was either

mistaken, or the Eiidoavour went along the edge of a co-

ral rock, many of wliich, in the neiglihourhood of tliese

islands, are as steep as a wall.

After a tedious navigation of some days, during which
several small islands were seen, and the longboat landed

at Otaha, Lieutenant Cook returned to Ulietea, but »o a

different part of it from that which he had visited before.

In a harbour beloiiging to the west side of the island, he
came to an anchor on the 1st of August. This measure
was necessary, in order to stop a leak which the ship had

• sprung in the pouder-room, and to take the more ballast,

as she was found too light to carry sail upon a wind. The
place where the Endeavour was secured was convenient-
ly situated for the lieutenant's purpose of obtaining ballast

and water.

Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and the gentlemen v.-Iio went
on shore this day, spent their time much to their satisfac-

tion. The reception they met was respectful in the high-

est degree, and the behaviour of the Indians to the Encr-

lish indicated a fear of them, mixed with a confidence that

they had no propensity to com.mit any kind of injury. In

an intercourse which the lieutenant and his friends carri-

ed on, for several days, with the inhabitants of this part

of the island, it appeared that the terrors which Tupia
had expressed of the Bolabola conquerors, were wholly
groundless. Even Opoony, the formidable king of Bola-
bola, treated our navigators with respect. Being at Ulie-

tea on the 5th of August, he sent Mr. Cook a present of
three liogs, some fowls, and several pieces of cloth, of
uncommon length, together with a considerable quantity

of plantains, cocoanuts, and other refreshments. This
present was accompanied with a message, that, on the

next day, he intended to pay our commander a visit. Ac-
cordingly, on the 6th, the lieutenant and the rest of the

gentlemen all staid at home, in expectatron of this impor-
tant visiter, who did not, lio-.vever, make his appearance,
but sent three very pretty girls as his messengers, to de-
mand something in return for his present. In the after-

noon, as the great king would not go to the Englisli/

the English determined to go to the great king. From
the account which had t«»Gn given of him, as lord of tl a
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Bolabola men, « lio were the conquciors of Ulietea, and
the terror of all the other islands, Lieutenant Cook a-nd

his companions expecled to see a younor and vigorous

chief wiili an intelligent countenance, and the marks of

an ente-rprising spirit; instead of which, they found a fee-

ble wretch, withered and decrepit, half blind with a^e,

and so sluggish and stupid, that he scarcely appeared to

be possessed e-en of a common degree of understanding.

Otaha being the principal place of Opoony's residence, he
went with our navigators to that island on the next day;
and they were in hopes of deriving some advantage from
his influence, in obtaining such provision as they wanted.
In this respect, however, they were disappointed; for,

though they had presented him with an axe, as an induce-

ment to him to encourage his subjects in dealing with
them, they were obliged to leave hira without having pro-
cured a single article.

The time which the carpenters had taken up in stopping
the leak of the ship, having detained our voyagers longer

at Ulietea than they would otherwise have staid. Lieu-

tenant Cook determined to give up the design of going
on siiore at Bolabola, especially as it appeared to be
difficult of access. The principal islands, about which
the English had now spent somewhat more than three

weeks, were six in number; Ulietea, Otaha, Bolabola,
Huaheine, Tubai, and Maurua. As they lie contiguous to

each other, the lieutenant gave them the general appella-

tion of the Society Islands; but did not think proper to

distinguish them separately by arty other names than
those by which they were called by the natives.

On the 9th of August, the leak of the vessel having
been stopped, and the fresh stock that had been purchas-

ed being brought on board, our commander took the op-

portunity of a breeze which sprung up at east, and sailed

out of tlie harbour. As he was sailing away, Tupia
strongly urged him to fire a shot towards Bolabola; and
though that island was at seven leagues distance, the

lieutenant obliged him by complying with his request.

Tupia's views probably were, ;o display a mark of his re-

sentment, and to show tlie power of his new allies.

Our voyagers pursued their course, without meeting
with any event worthy of notice, till the I3th, when land
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was discovered, bearing soufh-cast, and which Tnpia in

formed them to be an island called Oheteroa. On the

ne.vt dav, Mr. Cook sent Mr. Gore, one of his lieutenan's,

in the pinnace, witli orders that lie should endeavour i<:

get on shore, and learn from the natives whether there

«as anchorage in a bay then in siglit, and what land lay

further to the southward. Mr. Gore was accompanied in

this expedition by Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and Tupia,

wiio used every method, but in vain, to conciliate the

minds of the inhabitants, and to engage them in a friend-

ly intercourse. As, upon making the circuit of the island,

neither harbour nor anchorage could be found upon it,

and, at the same time, the disposition of the people was
so hostile that landing would be rendered impracticable

without bloodshed, Mr. Cook determined, with equal wis-

dom and humanity, not to attempt it, having no motive

that could jtistify the risk of life.

From Tupia our navigators learned that there were va

rious islands lying at dilferent distances and in dilfereni

directions from Oheteroa, between the south and the

north-v\est, and that to the north-east there was an isl-

and called Manua, Bird Island. Tliis he represented as

being at the distance of three days' sail; but he seemed

most desirous that Lieutenant Cook should proceed to the

westward, and described several islands in that situation,

which he said he had visited. It appeared, from his de-

scription of them, that these were probably Boscawen
and Keppel's Islands, which were discovered by Captain

Wallis. The furthest island that Tupia knew of to the

southward, lay, he said, at the distance of about two days'

sail from Oheteroa, and was called Moutou. But he

added, that his father had informed him of there being

islands still more to the south. Upon the whole, our

commander determined to stand southward in search of a

continent, and to lose no time in attempting to disco\cr

any other islands, than such as he might happen to fall in

with during his course.

On the 15th of August our voyagers sailed from Ohe-

teroa, and on the 25th of the same month was celebrated

{he anniversary of their departure from England. The
comet was seen on the 30th. It was a little above the

Kjrizon, in the eastern part of the heavens, at one in the



FIRST VOYAGE 49

morning; and at about half an hour after four it passed
the meridian, and its tail subtended an angle of forty-two

degrees. Tupia, who was among others that observed
the comet, instantly cried out, that as soon as it should be
seen by the people of Bolabola, they would attack the
inhabitants of Ulietea, who would be obliged to endea-
vour to preserve their lives by tleeing with the utmost pre-

cipitation to the mountains.

On the 6th of October land was discovered, which ajj-

peared to be large. When, on the next day, it was more
distinctly visible, it assumed a still larger appearance, and
displayed four or five ranges of hills, rising one over the

other, above all which was a chain of mountains of an
enormous height. This land naturallv' became the sub-

ject of much eager conversation; and the general opinion

of the gentlemen on board the Endeavour N\as, that they
had found the Terra austraUs incognita. In fact, it was
u part of New Zealand, where the tirst adventures the

English met with were very unpleasant, on account of the

hostile disposition of the inhabitants.

Lieutenant Cook having anchored on the 8th, in a bay
at the entrance of a small river, went on shore in tha

evening, with the pinnace and ya«l, accompanied by Mr.
Ranks and Dr. Solander, and attended with a party of

men. Being desirous of conversing with some natives,

^^ hom he had observed on the opposite side of the river

from that on which he had landed, he ordered the yawl
in, to carry himself and his companions over, and left the

pinnace at the entrance. When they came near the

place where the Indians were assembled, the latter all

ran away ; and the gentlemen, having left four boys to

take care of the yawl, walked up to several huts, which
were about two or ihree hundred yards from the water-

side. Tlicy had not gone very far, when four men, arm-
ed with long lances, rushed out of the woods-, and, run

ning up to attack the boat, would certainly have cut her

off, if they had not been discovered by the people in the

pinnace, who called to the boys to drop down the stream.

The bo'S instantly obeyed; but being closely pursued by
the naiives, the cockswain of the pinnace, to whom the

charge of the boats was committed, fired a musket over

their heads. At this they stopped and looked around

Vol. 1. i
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them; but their alarm speedily subsiding, they brandished
their lances in a threatening manner, and in a few minutes
renewed the pursuit. The firing of a second musket over
their heads did not draw from them any kind of notice.

At last, one of them having lifted up his spea'r to dart it

at the boat, another piece was fired, by which he was
shot dead. At the fall of their associate, the three re-

maining Indians stood for awhile motionless, and seemed
petrified with astonishment. No sooner had they recov-
ered themselves, than they went back, dragging after

them the dead bod}^ which, however, they vveie obliged
to leave, that it might not retard their flight. Lieutenant
Cook andliis friends, who had straggled to a little dis-

tance from each other, were drawn together upon the re-

port of the first musket, and returned speedily to the boat,

in which having crossed the river, they soon beheld the

Indian lying dead upon the ground. After their return to

the ship, they could hear the people on shore talking

with great earnestness, and in a very loud tone of voice.

Notwithstanding this disaster, the lieutenant, being de-

sirous of establishing an intercourse with the natives, or-

dered, on the following day, three boats to be manned
with seamen and marines, and proceeded towards the

shore, accompanied by Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, tha

other gentlemen, and Tupia. Aboirt fifty of the inhabit-

ants seemed to wait for their landing, having seated them-
selves upon the ground, on the opposite side of the river.

This being regarded as a sign of fear, Mr. Cook, with only

Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and Tupia, advanced towards
them; but they had not gone many paces before all the

Indians started up, and every man produced either a long
pike, or a small weapon of green talk. Though Tupia
called to them in the language of Otaheite, they only an-
swered by flourishing their weapons, and making signs for

the gentlemen to depart. On a musket's being fired wide
of them, they desisted from their threats; and our com-
mander, who had prudently retreated till the marines
could be landed, again advanced toward them, with Mr
Banks, Dr. Solander, and Tupia, to whom were now add-
ed Mr. Green and Mr. Monkhouse. Tupia was a second
time directed to speak to tliem, and it was perceived with

great pleasure that he was perfectly understood, his and
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their language being the same, excepting only in a diver-

sify of dialect. He informed tlieni that our voyagers only

v\anted provision and water, in exchange for iron, the

properties of which he explained as far as he was able.

Though the natives seemed willing to trade, Tupia was
sensible, during the course of his conversation with them,
that their intentions were unfriendly; and of this he re-

peatedly warned the English gentlemen. At length,

twenty or thirty of the Indians were induced to cro^s the

river, upon which presents were made tliem of iron and
beads. On these they appeared to set little value, and
particularly on the iron, not having the least conception

of its use, so that nothing was obtained in return except-
ing a few feathers. Their arms, indeed, they offered to

exchange for those of our voyagers, and this being re-

fused, they made various attempts to snatch them out of
tlieir hands. Tupia was now instructed to acquaint the

Indians that our gentlemen would be obliged to kill them,
if they proceeded to any further violence; notwithstand-

ing which, one of them, while Mr. Green happened to

turn about, seized his hanger, and retired to a little dis-

tance, with a shout of exultation. The others, at the

same time, began to be extremely insolent, and more of the

natives were, seen coming to join them from the opposite

side of the river. It being, therefore, necessary to re-

press them, Mr. Banks fired, with small shot, at the dis-

tance of about fifteen yards, upon the man who had taken
the hanger. Though he was struck, he did not return the

hanger, but continued to wave it round his head, while he
slowly made his retreat. Mr. Monkhouse then fired at

him with ball, and he instantly dropped. So far, how-
ever, were the Indians from being sufficiently terrified,

that the main body of tliem, who, upon the first discharge

had retired to a rock in the middle of the river, beffan to

return, and it was with no small difficulty that Mr. Monk-
house secured the hanger. The whole number of them
continuing to advance, three of the English party dis-

charged their pieces at them, loaded only with small

shot, upon which they swam back for the shore, and it

appeared, upon their landinj?, that two or three of them
were wounded. While the) retired slowly up the toun-

try, Lieutenant Cook and his companions rc-embarkcd in

their boats.
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As the lieutenant had nnlmppiiy experienced that nofh •

ing, at this place, could be done with these people, and

found that the water in the river was salt, he proceeded

in the boats, round the head of the bay, in search of

fresh water. Beside this, he had formed a design of sur-

prising some of the natives, and taking them on board,

that, by kind treatment and presents, he might obtain

their friendship, and render them the instruments of es-

tablishing for him an amicable intercourse with their

countrymen. While, upon account of a dangerous surf

which every where beat upon the shore, the boats were
prevented from landing, our commander saw two canoes

coming in from the sea, one under sail, and the other

worked with paddles. This he thought to be a favoura-

ble opportunity for executing his purpose. Accordmgly,
the boats were disposed in such a manner as appeared

most likely to be snccessfvd in intercepting the canoes.

Notwithstanding this, (hfl Indians in the canoe which v\ as

oaddlbd, exerted themselves with so much vigour at the

first apprehension of danger, that they escaped to the

nearest land. The other canoe sailed oh without discern-

mg the English, till she was in the midst of them; but no
s. oner had she discovered them, than the people on board

struck their sail, and plied their paddles so briskly, as to

outrun the boat bv which they were pursued. Being within

hearing, Tupia called to them to come alongside, with

assurances that they should not in any degree be hurt or

injured. They trusted, however, more to their own pad-

dles, than to Tupia's promises, and continued to flee from

our navigators with all their power. Mr. Cook, as the

least exceptionable expedient of accomplisliing his design,

ordered a musket to be fired over their iieads. This, he

hoped, would either make them surrender or leap into the

water, but it produced a contrary efiect. The Indians,

who were seven in number, immediately formed a resolu-

tion not to fly, but to fight. When, therefore, the boat

came up, they began to attack with their paddles, and
with stones and other offensive weapons; and they car-

ried it on with so much vigour and violence, that the

English thouglit themselves obliged to fire upon them in

iJieir own defence; the consequence of which was, that

four vvcre unhappily killed. The other three, who were
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bo3-B, tlie eldest about nineteen, and the young-est about
eieven, instantly leaped into the water, and endeavoured
to in:ike their escape; but being with some ditriculiy over-

powered by our people, they were brought into the boat.

It is impossible to reflect upon this part of Lieutenant

Cook's conduct with any degree of satisfaction. He,
himself, upon a calm review, did not approve of it; and
he was sensible that it would be censured by the feelings

of every reader of humanity. It is probable that his mind
was so far irritated by the disagreeable preceding events

of this unfortunate day, and by the unexpected violence

of the Indians in the canoe, as to lose somewhat of that

self-possession by which his character in general was emi-

nently distinguished. C-indour, however, requires that I

should relate what he hath offered in extenuation, not in

defence of the transaction, and this shall be done in his

own v.ords. "These people certainly did not deserve

death for not choosing to confide in my promises, or not

consenting to come on board my boat, even if they had
apprehended no danger. But the nature of^y service re-

quired that I should obtain a knowledge of their country-,

which I could no otherwise eti'ect than by forcing mv way
into it in a hostile manner, or gaining admission through
the contidence and good-will of the people. I had alrea-

dy tried the power of presents without effect; and I was
lOA- prompted, by my desire to avoid t'urtlier hostilities, to

get some of them on board, as the only method left of

convincing them that we intended them no harm, and had
it m our power to contribute to their gratification and con-
venience. Thus far my intentions certainly were not
criminal; and though in the contest, which I had not the

least reason to expect, our victory might have been com-
plete without so great an expense of lile, yet in such situ-

ations, when tlie command to fire has been given, no man
can restrain its excess, or prescribe its effect."

Our voyagers were successful in conciliating the minds
of the three boys, to which Tupia particularly contributed.

When their fears were allayed, and I heir cheerfulness re-

turned, they sang a song with a degree of taste that sur-

prised the English gentlemen. The tune, like those of
our psalms, was solemn and slow, containing many notes

and semitones.

Vol. I.
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Some fiirtlier attempts were made to establish an inter

course with the natives, and Mr. Cook and his irieiid?, (ni

the 10th, went on shore for this purpose; but being un-

successful in their endeavours, they resolved to re-embark,

lest their stay should embroil them in another quarrel,

and cost more of the Indians their lives. On t)ie next

day, the lieutenant weighed anchor, and stood away from
this unfortunate and mhospitable place. As it had not

afi'orded a single article that was wanted, excepting wood,
he gave it the name of Poverty Bay. By the inhabitants

it is called Taoneroa, or I,ong-Sand. I shall not regular-

ly pursue the course of our commander round New-Zea-
land. In this course he spent nearly six months, and
made large additions to the knowledge of navigation and
geograpiiy. By making almost the whole circuit of New-
Zealand, he ascertained it to be two islands, with a

strength of evidence which no prejudice could gainsay or

resist. He obtained, likewise, a full acquaintance with

the inhabitants of the diflerent parts of the country, with

regard to whom it was clearly proved that they are eaters

of human flesh. Omitting a number of minute circum-
stances, I shall only select a few things which mark Mr.
Cook's personal conduct, and relate to his intercourse

with the natives.

The good usage the three boys had met with, and the

friendly and generous manner in which they were dismiss-

ed to their own homes, had some effect- in softening the

dispositions of the neighbouring Indians. Several of
them, who had come on board while the ship lay becalm-
ed in the afternoon, manifested every sign of friendship,

and cordially invited the English to go back to their old

bay, or to a cove which was not quite so far oft'. But
Lieutenant Cook chose rather to prosecute his discoveries,

having reason to hope that he should find a better har-

bour than any he had yet seen.

While the ship was hauling round to the south end of a

small island, wliich the lieutenant had named Portland,

from its very great resemblance to Portland in the British

Channel, she suddenly fell into shoal water and broken
ground. The soundings were never twice the same,
jumping at once from seven fathom to eleven. However,
they were al.vays seven fathom or more; and in a short
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time the Endeavour got clear of danger, and again sailed

in deep water. While the ship was in apparent distress,

the inhabitants of the island, who in vast numbers sat on
its white clitfs, and could not avoid perceiving some ap-

pearance of confusion on board, and some irregularity in

the working of the vessel, were desirous of taking advan-
tage of her critical situation. Accordingly, five canoes,

full of men, and well armed, were put off with the utmost
expedition; and they came so near, and showed so

hostile a disposition, by shouting, brandishing their

lances, and using threatenmg gestures, that the lieutenant

was in pain for his small boat, which was still employed
in sounding. By a musket, which he ordered to be tired

over them, thev were rather provoked than intimidated.

The firing of a four-pounder, loaded with grape shot,

though purposely discharged wide of them, produced a

better effect. Upon the report of the piece, the Indians

all rose up and shouted; but instead of continuing the

jhase, they collected themselves together, and, after a

Jiort consultation, went quietly away.
On the 14th of October, Lieutenant Cook having hoist-

ed out his pinnace and long-boat to search for water, just

as they were about to set off, several boats, full of Ne-.v

Zealand people, were seen coming from the shore. After

some time, five of these boats, having on board between
eighty and ninety men, made towards the ship, and four

more followed at no great distance, as if to sustain the

attack. When the first five had gotton within about a

hundred yards of the Endeavour, they began to sing their

war-song, and, brandishing their pikes, prepared for an
engagement. As the lieutenant was extremely desirous

of avoiding the unhappy necessity of using fire-arms

against the natives, Tupia was ordered to acquaint them
that our voyagers had weapons which, like thunder, would
destroy them in a moment; that they would immediately
convince them of their power, by directing their effect so

that they should not be hurt; but that, if they persisted in

any hostile attempt, they would be exposed to the direct

attack of these formidable weapons. A fourpounder,

loaded with grape-shot, was then fired v.ide of them; and
this expedient was fortunately attended with success.

The report, the flash, and, above all, the shot, which
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spread very far in the wafer, terrified the Indians to such

a degree, that they began to paddle awa)- with all their

might. At the instance, however, of Tiipia, tiie people

of one of the boats were induced to lay aside their arms,
and to come under the stern of the Endeavour, in conse-
quence of which they received a variety of presents.

On the next day a circumstance occurred, which show-
ed how ready one of the inhabitants of New-Zealand was
to take an advantage of onr navigators. In a large, arm-
ed canoe, which came boldly alongside of the ship, was a

man who had a black skin thrown over him, somewhat
like that of a bear. Mr. Cook being desirous of knowing
to what animal it originally belonged, offered the Indian

for it a piece of red baize. With this bargain he seemed
to be greatly pleased, immediately pulling otf the skin and
holding it up in the boat. He would not, however, part

with it till he had the cloth in his possession; and as there

could be no transfer of property, if equal caution should
be exercised on both sides, the lieutenant ordered the

baize to be delivered into his hands. Upon thi^, insteaq

of sending up the skin, ho began, with amazing coolness

to pack up both that and the cloth, which he had receiv-

ed as the purchase of it, in a basket: nor did he pay the

least regard to Mr. Cook's demand or remonstrances, but

soon after put off from the English vessel. Our comman-
der was too generous to revenge this msult by any act of
severity.

During the course of a traffic which was carrying on for

some fish, little Tayeto, Tupia's boy, was placed among
others over the ship's side, to hand up what was purchas-
ed. While he was thus employed, one of the New-Zea-
landers, watching his opportunity, suddenly seized him.
and dragged him into a canoe. Two of the natives then
held him down in the fore part of it, and the others, with
great activity, paddled her off with all possible celerity.

An action so violent rendered it indispensably necessary
that the marines, who were in arms upon the deck, should
be ordered to fire. Though the shot was directed to that

part of the canoe which was furthest from the bov, and
somewhat wide of her, it being thought favourable ratiier

to miss the rowers than to run the hazard of hurting Tav-
eto, it happened that one man dropped. This occasioned



FIRST VOYAGE. 57

the Indians to quit their Iiold of the youth, v.lio inslanfly

leaped into the water, and swarn towards the ship. In

the meanwhile, the largest of the canoes pulled round and
followed him; and till some muskets and a great gun were
fired at her, did not desist from the pursuit. The ship be-

ing brought to, a boat was lowered, and the poor boy was
taken up unhurt. i»ome of the gentlemen, who with their

glasses traced the canoes to shore, agreed in asserting

that they saw three men carried up the beach, who ap-

peared to be either dead, or wholly disabled by their

wounds.
Wiiile, on the 18th, the Endeavour lay abreast of a

peninsula within Portland Island, called Terakako, two
of the natives, who were judcfed to be chiefs, placed an
extraordinary degree of confidence in Mr. Cook. They
were so well pleased with the kindness which had been
shown them in a visit to the ship, that they determined
not to go on shore till the next morning. This was a cir-

cumstance by no means agreeable to the lieutenant, and
he remonstrated against it; but as they persisted in their

resolution, he agreed to comply with it, provided their

servants also were taken on board, and their canoe hoist-

ed into the ship. Tlie countenance of one of these two
chiefs was the most open and ingenuous that our com-
mander had ever seen, so that he soon gave up every sus-

picion of his entertaining any sinister design. When the

guests were put on shore the next morning, they express-

ed some surprise at seeing themselves so far from their

habitations.

On Monday, the 23d, while the ship was in Tegadoo
Bay, Lieutenant Cook went on shore to examine the wa-
tering-place, and found every thing agreeable to his

wishes. The boat landed in the cove, without the least

surf; the water was excellent, and conveniently situated;

there was plenty of wood close to the higli-water mark,
and the disposition of the people was as favourable in all

respects as could be desired. Early the next morning, our
commander sent Lieutenant Gore to superintend the cut-

ting of wood and tilling of water, with a sufficient number
of men for both purposes, and all the iiiririiies as a guard.

Soon after, he went on shore himself, and continued there

during the whole day. Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, who
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had landed on the same dav, foimd in their walks several

things worthy of notice. As they were advancing in some
of the vallevs, the hills on each side of which were very

steep, they were suddenly struck with the sight of an ex-

traordinary natural curiosity. It was a rock perforated

through its whole substance, so as to form a rude but stu-

pendous arch or cavern, opening directly to the sea. This

aperture was seventy-five feet long, twenty-seven broad,

and five-and-forty feet high, commanding a view of the

bay and the hills on the other side, which were seer,

through it, and opening at once upon the view, produced
an etiect far superior to any of the contrivances of art.

When, on the 28th, the gentlemen of the Endeavour
went on shore, upon an island which lies to the left banc
of the entrance of Tolaga Bay, they saw there the larg-

est canoe they had yet met with; her length being sixty-

eight feet and a half, her breadth five feet, and her height

three feet six inches. In the same island was a larger

house than any they had hitherto seen; but it was in an
unfinished state, and full of chips.

While the ship was in Hicks's Bay, the inhabitants of
the adjoining coast were found to be very hostile. This
gave much uneasiness to our navigators, and was, indeed,

contrary to their e.ypectation; for they had hoped that the

report of their pov\er and clemency had spread to a great-

er extent. At day-break, on the 1st of November, tiiev

counted no less than five-and-forty carloes that were com-
ing from the shore towards the Endeavour; and the>e

were followed by several more, from another place.

Some of the Indians traded fairly; but others of them took
what was handed down to them without making any re-

turn, and added derision to fraud. The insolence of one
of them was ver}' remarkable. Some linen hanging over
the ship's side to drv, this man, without any ceremony,
untied it, and put it up in his bundle. Being immediately
called to, and required to return it, instead of doing so,

he let his canoe drop a-stern, and laughed at the English.

A musket, which was fired over his head, did not put a

stop to bis mirth. From a second musket, which was
loaded with s.mall shot, he shrunk a little, when the shot

struck him upon his back; but he regarded it no more
than one of our men would have done the stroke of a rat-
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tan, and continued with great composure to pack up the

linen which he had stolen. All the canoes now dropped
a-stern, and set up their song of defiance, ^vhich lasted

till they were at about four hundred yards distance tVom
the ship. As they did not appear to have a design of at-

tacking our voyagers. Lieutenant Cook was unwilling to

do them any hurt; and yet he thought that their going off

in a bravado might have a bad effect, when it should be
reported on shore. To convince them, therefore, that

they were still in his power, though far beyond the reach
of any missile weapon with which they were acquainted,

he ordered a four-pounder to be fired in such a manner as

to pass near them. As the shot happened to strike the

water, and to rise several times at a great distance beyond
the canoes, the Indians were so much terrified, that, with-

out once looking behind them, they paddled away as fast

as they were able.

In standing westward from a small island called Mow-
tohora, the Endeavour suddenly siioaled her water from
seventeen to ten fathom. As the lieutenant knew that

she was not far offfrom some small islands and rocks, which
had been seen before it was dark, and which he had in-

tended to have passed that evenincr, he thought it more
prudent to tack, and to spend the night under Mowtoho-
ra, where he was certain that there was no danger. It

was happy for himself, and for all our voyagers, that he
formed this resolution. In the morning they discovered,

a-head of them, several rocks, some of svhich were level

with the surface of the water, and some below it, and the

striking against which could not, in the hour of darknes-ss,

have been avoided. In passing between these rocks and
the main, the ship had only from ten to seven fathom
water.

While Mr. Cook was near an island which he callf-dtlie

Mayor, the inhabitants of the neighbouring coast displav-

ed many instances of hostility, and, in their traffic with

our navigators, committed various acts of fraud and rob-

bery. As the lieutenant intended to continue in the place
five or six days, in order to make an observation of the

transit of Mercury, it was absolutely necessary, for the

prevention of future mischief, to convince these peo[,lc

that the English were not to be ill-treated with impunity.
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Accordinirlv, some small shot were fired at a fliicf of un-

common insolence, and a musket-ball was discharceJ

through the bottom of his boat. Upon this it was pai-

dled to about a hundred yards distance; and to the sur-

prise of Mr. Cook and his tViends, the Indians in the oth-

er canoes took not the least notice of tlieir wounded com-
panion, though he bled very much, but returned to tl;e

ship, and continued to trade with the most perfect indif-

ference and unconcern. For a considerable time thev
dealt f;iirly. At last, however, one of them thought fitio

move oti" with two different pieces of cloth which had.
been given for the same weapon. When he had gotten to

such a distance that he thought himself secure of his pri-

zes, a musket was fired after him, which fortunate!

v

struck the boat just at t"he water's edge, and made two
holes in her side. This excited such an alarm, that not
only the people who were shot at, but all the rest of the

canoes, made off with the utmost e.xpedition. As the 'ast

proof of superiorit}-, our commander ordered a round shot

to be fired over them, and not a boat stopped till they go*

to land.

After an early breakfast on the 9th of November, Lieu
tenant Cook went on shore, with Mr. Green, and prope;

instruments, to observe the transit of Mercury. Air

Banks and Dr. Solander were of the party. The weatliej

had for some time been very thick, with much rain; but

this day proved so favourable, that not a cloud intervened

during the whole transit. The observation of the inere.-s

was made by Mr. Green alone, Mr. Cook being employed
in taking the sun's altitude, to ascertain the time.

While the gentlemen were thus engaged on shore, they
were alarmed by the firing of a great gun from the shijj,

and, on their return, received the following account of liie

transaction from Mr. Gore, the second lieutenant, who
had been left commanding officer on board. During the

carrying on of a trade with some small canoes, two very
large ones came up, full of men. In one of the canoes
were forty-seven persons, all of whom were armed with
pikes, stones, and darts, and assumed the appearance of a

hostile intention. However, afer a little tiiiie, thev br>-

gan to traffic, some of them otiering their arms, and one
of them a square piece of cloth, which makes a part of
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tlieir dress, called haaboro. Mr. Gore having agreed for

it, sent down the price, which was a piece of British

cloth, and expected Ins purchase. But as soon as tho

Indian had gotten Mr. Gore's cloth in his possession, he
refused to part vvitii his o^vn, and put ofi' his canoe. Upon
being threatened for his fraud, he and his companions be-

g.in to sing their war song, in defiance, and shook their

paddles. Though their insolence did not proceed to an
attack, and only defied Mr. Gore to take any renied}' in

his power, he was so provoked, that he levelled a musket,
loaded with ball at the ollender, while he was holding the

cloth in his hand, and shot him dead. When the Iudi;in fell,

all the canoes put otF to some distance, but continued (o

keep together in such a manner, that it wa.^ apprehended
they migiit still meditate an attack. To secure, there-

fore, a safe passage for tlie boat of the Endeavour, which
was wanted on shore, a round shot was fired with so much
effect over their heads, as to make them all flee with the ut-

most precipitation. It was matter of legret to Lieuten-
ant Cook that Mr. Gore had not, in the case of the offend-

ing Indian, tried the experiment of a few small shot,

which had been successfid in former instances of robbery.

On Friday, the 10th, our commander, accompanied by
Mr. Banks and the other gentlemen, went with two boats
to examine a large river that empties itself into the head
of Mercury Bay. As the situation they were now in

abounded with conveniences, the lieutenant has taken
care to point tliem out, for the benefit of future naviga^
tors. If any occasion should ever render it necessary for

a ship either to winter here, or to stay for a considerable
length of time, tents might be built on a high point or
peninsula in this place, upon ground sufficiently spacious
ti)r the purpose; and they might easily be made impregna-
ble to the whole force of tho country. Indeed, the most
skilful engineer in Europe could not choose a situation

better adapted to enable a small number to defend th.cm-

selves against a greater. Among other accommodations
which the Endeavour's company met with in Mercury
Bay, they derived an agreeable refreshment from some
oyster beds, which they had fortunately discovered. The
oysters, which were as good as ever came from Colches-
ter, and about the same size, were so plentiful, that not

Vol.. I.
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the boat only, but the ship itself, might have been loaded
in one tide.

On Wednesday, the loth. Lieutenant Cook sailed out

of Mercury Bay. This name had been given to it on ac-

count of tlie observation which had there been made of

the transit of that planet over the sun. The river where
oysters had been so plentifully found, he called Oyster

River. There is another river, at the head of the bay,

which is the best and safest place for a ship that wants to

stay any length of time. From the number of mangroves
about it, the lieutenant named it Mangrove River. In

several parts of Mercury Bay our voyagers saw, thrown
upon the shore, great quanlities of iron sand, which is

brought down by e\ery little rivulet of fresh water that finds

its way from the country. This is a demonstration that

there is ore of that metal not far inland; and yet none of
the inhabitants of New Zealand, who had yet been seen,

knevv the use of iron, or set upon it the least degree of

value. They had all of them preferred the most worth-
less and useless triile not only to a nail, but to any tool

of that metal. Before the Endeavour left the bay, the

ship's name and that of the commander w ere cut upon one
of the trees near the watering place, together with the

date of the year and month when our navigators were
there. Besides this, Mr. Cook, after displaying the Eng-
lish colours, took formal possession of the place in the

name of his Britannic Majesty, King George the Third.

In the range from Mercury Bay, several canoes, on the

18th, put ofi" from ditlerent places, and advanced towards
the Endeavour. When two of them, in which there might
be about sixty men, came within the reach of the human
voice, the Indians sung their war song; but seeing that

little notice was taken of them, they threw a few stones

at the English, and then rowed off towards the shore. In

a short time, however, they returned, as if with a fi.xed

resolution to provoke our voyagers to a battle, animating
themselves by their song, as they had done before. Tupia,

without any directions from the gentlemen of the Endea-
vour, began to expostulate with the natives, and told

them that our people had weapons which could destroy

them in a moment. Their answer to this expostulation

Vas, in their own language, " come on shore, and we
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will kill you all." " Well," replied Tupia, " but why
should you molest us while we are at sea ? As we do not

wish to tight, we shall not accept your challenge to come
onshore; and here there is no pretence for a quarrel, the

sea being no more your property than the ship." This
eloquence, which greatly surprised Lieutenant Cook and
his friends, as they had not suggested to Tupia any of the

arguments he made use of, produced no etlect upon the

minds of the Indians, who soo' renewed their attack.

The oratory of a musket, which was fired through one of
their boats, quelled their courage, and sent them instantly

away.
While our commander was in the Bay of Islands, he

had a favourable opportunity of e.xaniining the interior

part of the country and its produce. At day break, there-

fore, on the 20th of tlie month, he set out in the pinnace

and long-boat, accompanied by Mr. Banks, Dr. Sclander,

and Tupia, and found the inlet, at which they er.iered,

end in a river, about nine miles above the ship. Uo this

river, to which was given the name of the Thames, they
proceeded till near noon, when they «ere fourteen miles

within its entrance. As the gentlemen then found the

face of the country to continue nearly the same, v/-thout

any alteration in the course of the stream, and had no
hope of tracing it to its source, they landed on the west
side, to take a view of the lofiy trees which everv where
adorned its banks. The trees were of a kind which they
had seen before, both in Poverty Bay, and Hawke's Bay,
though only at a distance. They had not walked a "lon-

dred yards info the woods, when they met with one of
the trees, which at the height of six feet above tne

ground, was nineteen feet eight inches in the girt. Lieu-
tenant Cook, having a quadrant with him, measured its

height from the root to the first branch, and found it to

be eighty-nine feet. It was as straight as an arrow, and
tapered but very little in proportion to its height; so that,

in the lieutenant's judgment, there must have been three

hundred and fifty-six feet of solid timber in it, exclusive

of the branches. As the party advanced, they saw many
other trees, which were still larger. A young one they

cut down, the wood of which was heavy and solid, not fit

for masts, but such as would make the finest plank in the



64 CAPTAIN cook's

world. The carpenter of the ship, who was with the

party, said that the timber resembled that of the pitch-

pine, which is lightened by tapping. If it should appeal

that "some such method would be successt'ul in lightening

these trees, they would then furnish masts superior to

those of any country in Europe. As the wood was
ewampy, the gentlemen could not range far; but they

fjund many stout trees of other kinds, with which they

Mere totally unaCL^uainted, and specimens of which they

brought away.
On the 22d another instance occurred in which the

commanding oiHcer left on board did not know how to

evercise his power with the good sense and moderation

of Mr. Cook. While some of the natives were in the ship

below with Mr. Binks, a young man, who was upon the

deck, stole a half-minute glass, and was detected just as

he was carrying it oti'. Mr. Hicks, in his indignation

against the olfender, was pleased to order that he should

be punished, by giving him twelve lashes with a cat-o'-

nine tails. When the other Indians who were on board

saw him seized for the purpose, they attempted to rescue

him, and being resisted, they called for their arms, which
were handed from the canoes. At the same time, the

people of one of the canoes attempted to come up the side

of the Endeavour. The tumuli having called up Mr.
Banks and Tupia, the natives ran to the latter, and soli-

cited his interposition. All, however, which he could do,

as Mr. Hicks continued inexorable, was to assure them
that nothing was intended against the life of their com-
panion, and that it was necessary that he should sutler

some punishment for his olTence. With this explanation

they appeared to be satisfied; and when the punishment
had been inflicted, an old man among the spectators, who
was supposed to be the criminal's father, gave him a se-

vere beating, and sent him down into his canoe. Not-
withstanding this, the Indians were far from being recon-

ciled to the treatment which their countryman had re-

ceived. Their cheerful confidence was gone; and though
tliey promised, at their departure, to return with some
fish, the English saw them no more.

On the 29th of November, Lieutenant Cook, Mr
Banks, Dr. Solander, and others with them, were in a
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situation some\\liat critical and alarming. Having landed
iipon an i^and in the neighbourhood of Cape Bret, they
were in a few minutes surrounded b_v two or three hun-
dred people. Thoutfh the Indians were all arn)ed, they
came on in so confused and straggling a manner, that it

did not appear that any injury was intended by them; and
the English gentlemen were determined that hostilities

should not begin on their part. At first the natives con-
tinued quiet; but their weapons were held ready to strike,

and they seemed to be rather irresolute than peaceable.

While the lieutenant and his friends remained in a state

of suspense, another party of Indians came up; and the

boldness of the whole body being increased by the aug-
mentation of their number, they began the dance and
song, which are the preludes to a battle. An attempt
that was made by a number of them to seize the two boats

w hich had brought our voyagers to land, appeared to be

the signal for a general attack. It now became necessa-

ry for Mr. Cook to exert himself with vigour. According-
ly, he discharged his musket, which was loaded with

small shot, at one of the forwardest of th.e assailants, and
Mr. Banks, and two of our men, fired immediately after-

wards. Though this made the natives fail back in some
confusion, nevertheless, one of the chiefs, who was at the

distance of about twenty yards, had the courage to rally

them, and, calling loudly to his companions, led them on
to the charge. Dr. Solander instantly discharged his

piece at this champion, who, upon feeling the shot, stop-

ped short, and then ran away with the rest of his coun-
trymen. Still, however, they did not disperse, but got
upon rising ground, and seemed only to want some leader

of resolution to renew their assault. As they were now
gotten beyond the reaqh of small shot, the English fired

with ball, none of which taking effect, the Indians con-
tinued together in a body. Wlule our people were in this

doubtful situation, which lasted about a quarter of an
hour, the ship, from which a much greater number of na-
tives were seen than could be discovered on shore, brought
her broadside to bear, and entirely dispersed them, by
firing a few shot over their heads. In this skirmish only

two of them were hurt with the small shot, and not a sin-

gle life was lost; a case which would not have happened
Vol. I. 5
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if Lieutenant Cook had not restrained his men, who,
either from fear or the love of mischief, showed as much
impatience to destroy the Indians as a sportsman to kill

his game. Sucii was the difference between the disposi-

tion of the common seamen and marines, and that of their

humane and judicious commander.
On the same day Mr. Cook displayed a very exemplary

act of discipline. Some of the ship's people, who, when
the natives were to be punished for a fraud, assumed the

inexorable justice of a Lvcurgus, thought fit to break into

one of their plantations, and to dig up a quantity of pota-

toes. For this the lieutenant ordered each of them to re-

ceive twelve lashes, afier which two of them were dis-

charged. But the third, in a singular strain of morality,

insisted upon it, that it was no crime in an Englishman to

plunder an Indian plantation. The method taken by our

commander to refute his casuistr\-, was to send him back
to his confinement, and not to permit him to be released

ill he had been punished with six lashes more.
The Endea\oiir, on tlie 5th of December, was in the

.Tiost imminent hazard of being wrecked. At four o'clock

in the morning of that day, our voyagers weighed, with a

light breeze; but it being variable, with frequent calms,
they made little way. From that time till the afternoon,

they kept turning out of the bay, and about ten at night

were suddenly becalmed, so that the ship could neither

wear nor exactly keep her station. The tide or current

setting strong, she drove toward land so fast, that before
any measures could be taken for her security, she was
within a cable's length of the breakers. Though our
people had thirteen fathom water, the ground was so foul

that they did not dare to diop their anchor. In this crisis,

the pinnace being immediately hoisted out to take the
ship in tow, and the men, sensible of their danger, exert-

ing themselves to the utmost, a faint breeze sprang up
off the land, and our navigators perceived, with unspeaka-
ble joy, that the vessel made headway. So near was she
to the shore, that Tupia, who was ignorant of the hair's

breadth escape the company had experienced, was at this

very time conversing with the Indians upon the beach,
whose voices were distinctly heard, notwithstanding the
roar of the breakers. Mr. Cook and his friends now
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thought that all danger was over; but about an hour after-

wards, just as the man in the chains had cried "'seven-

teen fathom," the ship struck. The shock threw them
into the utmost consternation; and almost instantly tlie

man in the chains cried out '' live fathom." By this

time, the rock on which the ship had struck being to the

windward, she went oft' without having received the least

damage; and the water very soon deepening to twenty
fathom, she again sailed in security.

The inhabitants in the Bay of Islands were found to be

far more numeious than in any other part of New Zea-
land which Lieutenant Cook had hitherto visited. It did

not appear that they were united under one head; and,

though their towns were fortified, they seemed to live to-

gether in perfect amity.

The Endeavour, on the 9th of December, lying becalm-
ed in Doubtless Bay, an opportunity was taken to inquire

of the natives concerning their country; and our naviga-

tors learned from them, by the help of Tupia, that at the

distance ot three day's rowing in their canoes, at a place

called Moore-Whennua, the land would take a short turn

to the southward, aiid thence extend no more to the west.

This place the English gentlemen concluded to be the

land discovered by Tasman, and «hich had been named
by him Cape Maria Van Diemen. The lieutenant, finding

the inhabitants so intelligent, inquired further, if they

knew of any country besides their own. To this they

answered, that they had never visited any other; but that

their ancestors had told them, that there was a country

of great extent, to the north-west by north, or north

north-west, called Ulimaroa, to which some people had
sailed in a very large canoe; and that only a part of

them had returned, who reported, that, after a passage of

a month, they had seen a country where the people eat

hogs.

On the 30th December our navigators saw the land,

which they judged to be Cape Maria Van Diemen, and
which corresponded with the account that had been given

of it by the Indians. The next day, from the appearance

of Mount Camel, they had a demonstration that, where
they now were, the breadth of New Zealand could ni'f

be more than two or three miles from sea to sea During
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this pari of (he navitriitinn, two particulars occurred which
are very remarkable. In iatitiide 33 S. and in the midst

of summer, Licuienant Cook met v.ith a gale of wind,

which, from its strength and continuance, was such as he

tiad scarcely ever been in before; and he was three weeks
in getting ten leagues to the westward, and five v\eeks in

getting fifty leagi;es; for at this time, being the 1st of
January, 1770, it v.as so long since he had passed Cape
Bret. While the gale lasted, our voyaarers were happily

at a considerable di^ilaiice from the land; since, otterwise,

it was highly piobable that they would never have return-

ed to relate their adventures.

The shore at Queen Charlotte's Sound, uhere the Eng-
lish had arrived on the 14th of January, seemed to form
several ba3's, into one of which the lieutenant proposed to

carry the ship, which was now become \ery foul, in order

to careen her, to repair so:ne defects, and to obtain a re-

cruit of wood and wa'er. At day-break (he next morning,
he stood in for an inlet, and at eight got within the en-

trance. At nine o'clock, there being little wind, and
what there was being variable, the Endeavour was carried

by the tide or current within two cables' length of the

north-west shore, where she had fifty-four fathom water
By the help of the boats she was gotten clear; and about
two, our people anchored in a very safe and convenient
cove. Soon afer, Mr. Cook, with most of the gentlemen,
landed upon the coast, where they found a fine stream of
excellent water, and wood in tlie greatest plenty. In-

deed the land, in this part of the country, was one forest

of vast e.\tent. As the gentlemen had brought the seine

with them, it was hauled once or twice; and with such
success, that different sorts of fish were caught, amount-
ing nearly to three hundred weight. 1 he equal distribu-

tion of these among the ship's company, furnished tlietn

with a very agreeable refreshment.

When Lieutenant Cook, Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, Tu-
pia, and some others, landed on the 16ih, they met with
an Indian family, among whom tliev found horrid and in-

disputable proofs of the custom of eating human fiesh.

Not to resume so disagreeable a subject, it may liere be
observed, once for all, that evidences of the same custom
appeared on various occasions.
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On the ne\-f day a deliff'ilf.il object engigecl the affeii-

t -on »[' our voya:!jers. The ship lying at the distariLe of

o'liewhat less than a quarter of a mile from I lie shore,

ijiey were awakened by the singing of an incredible num-
ber of birds, who seemed to strain their throats in emula-
tion ofeich other. This wild melody was infinitely supe-

r;<)r to an_v they had ever heard of the same kind, and
seemed to be like small bells, most exquisitely tuned. It

is probable, that the distance, and the water between,
might be of no small advantage to the sound. Upon in-

quiry, the gentlemen were informed that the birds here
always began to sing about two hours after midnight; and
that continuing their music till sun-rise, they were silent

the rest of the day. In this last respect, they resemble
the nightinijales of our own country.

On the ISth, Lieutenant Cook went out in the pinnace,

to take a view of the biy in which the ship svas now at

anchor; and found it to be of great extent, consisting of
numberless small harl^ours and coves, in every direction.

The lieutenant confined his excursion to the western side,

and the coast where he landed being an impenetrable
forest, nothing could be seen worthy of notice. As our
commander and his friends were returning, thev saw a
single man in a canoe, fishing: rowing up to hmi, to their

great surprise, he took not the least notice of them; and
even when tiiey were alongside of him, continued to fol-

imv his occupation, without adverting to them any more
than if they had been invisible. This behaviour was not,

however, the result either of sullenncss or stupidity; for

upon being requested to draw up his net, that it might be
examined, he readily complied. He showed, likewise, to

our people, his mode of fishing, which was simple and in-

genious.

When, on the 19th, the armourer's forge was set up,

and all hands on board were busy in careening, and in

other necessary operations about the vessel, some Indians,

who had brought plenty of fish, exchanged them for nails

of which thev had now began to perceive the use and val-

ue. This may be considered as one instance in which
they were enlightened and benelitted by their intercourse

with our navigators.

While, on the 22d, Mr. B inks and Dr. Solander em-
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^'loyod themselves' in botanizing near the herich, our cn-n-

ni;inder, taking a seaman with him, ascended one ol" tiie

hills of the country. Upon reaching its summit, he found
the view of the inlet, tiio head of which he had a little

before in vain attempted to discover in the pinnace, inter-

cepted by hills still higher than that on which he stood,

and which were rendered inaccessible by impenetrable

woods. He was, howe.er, amply rewarded for his la-

bour; for he saw ihr sea on the eastern side of ihe coun-
try, and a passage ieadin'j from it to that on the west, a

little to the eastward of the entrance of the inlet where
the ship lay. The main land, which was on the south-oast

s;de of this inlet, appeared to be a narrow ridge of very

high hills, and to form part of the south-west side of the

strait. On the opposite side, the land trended away east

as far as the eye could reach; and to the south-east there

was discern'^d an opening to the sea, which washed the

eastern coast. The lieutenant saw, also, on the east side

of the inlet, some islands which he had before taken to be

part of the main land. Ii\ returning to the ship, he exam-
ined the harbours and coves, that lie behind the isliuids

which he had seen from the hills. The next day was
employed by him in further sur\eys and discoveries.

During a visit to the Indians, on the 24th, Tupia being
of the party, they vvere obser\ed to be continually talking

of guns and shooting people. For this subject of their

conversation, the English gentlemen could not at all ac
count. But, after perplexing themselves with various

conjectures, they at length learned, that, on the 2 1st,

one of our officers, under the pretence of going out to fish,

had rowed up to a hippah, or village, on the coast. When
he had done so, two or three canoes coming off towards
his boat, his feiTs suggested that an attack was intended,

in consequence of which three muskets were fired, one
with small shot, and tv\o with ball, at the Indians, who
retired with the utmost precipitation. It is highly proba-

ble that they had come out with friendly intentions, for

such intentions v>ere expressed by their behaviour, both
before and afterwards. This action of the officer exhibit-

ed a fresh instance how little some of the people under
Lieutenant Cook had imbibed of the wise, discreet, and
humane spirit of their commander.



On the morning of t.ie 26th the lieafenant went again

out in the boat, with Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, and
entered one of the bays wliicli lie on the east side of the

inlet, in order to obtain another sight of the strait which
passed between the eastern and western seas. Having
landed for this purpose at a convenient place, they climb-

ed a hill of very considerable height, from which they had
a full view of the strait, with the land on the opposite

shore, which they judged to be about fcur leagues distant.

As it was hazy in the horizon, they could not see far to

the south-east; but Mr. Cook saw enough to determine
him to search the passage with the ship, as soon as he

should put to sea. The gentlemen found en the top of
the hill a parcel of loose stones, with which' they erected

a pyramid, and left in it some musket balls, small shot,

bead*, and such other things which the\' happened to have
about them, as were likely to stand the test of time.

These, not being of Indian workmanship, woidd convince
any European, who should come to the place and p'lll it

do.vn, that natives of Europe had been there before. Af-
ter this, the lieutenant and his friends went to a town of

which the Indians had informed them, and which, like

one they had already seen, was built upon a small island

or rock, so ditHcuit of access, that they gratified their cu-

riosity at the risk of their lives. Here, as had been the

case in former visits to the iniiabitants of that part of the

country near which the ship now lay, they were received

with open arms, carried through the whole of the place,

and shown all that it contained. The town consisted of

between eighty and a hundred houses, and had only one
fiiihting stage. Mr. Cook, iMr. Banks, and Dr. Solander,

happened to haxe with them a few nails and ribands, and
some paper, « ith which the people were so highly grati-

fied, that wiien the gentlemen went away, tiiey filled the

English boat with dried fish, of which it appeared that

they had laid up large quantities.

A report was spread, that one of the iren that had been
so rashly fired upon by the officer who had visited the

liippah, under the pretence of fishing, was dead of his

v.ounds. But, on the •29th, the lieutenant had tiie great

(onsolation of discovering that this report was groundless.

On the same day he went again on shore, upon the wes
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lern point of the inlft, and, from a hill of considerable

lioight, had a view of the coast to the north-west. Tlie

furthest land he could see in that quarter was an island at

the distance of about ten leagues, lying not far from the

main. Between this island and the place where he stood,

he discovered, close under the shore, several other islands,

forming many bays, in which there appeared to be good

anchorage for shipping. After he had set off the ditTerent

points for his survey, be erected another pile of stones, in

which he left a piece of silver coin, with some musket-

balls an^l beads, and a fragment of an old pendant Hying

at the top.

On the 30th January, the ceremony was performed of

giving name to the inlet where our voyagers now lay, and

of erecting a memorial of the visit which they had made
to this place. The carpenter having prepared two po.^ts

for the purpose, our commander ordered them to be in-

scribed with the ship's name, and the dates of the year

and the month. One of these he set up at the watering-

place, hoisting the union-flag upon the top of it; and the

other he carried over to the island that lies nearest the

sea, and which is called by the natives Motuara. Hf
went first, accompanied by Mr. Monkhouse and Tupia, I ft

the neighbouring villaire, or hippah, where he met will)

an old man, who had maintained a friendly interconr?e

with the English. To tliis old man, and several Indians

besides, the lieutenant, by means of Tupia, explained his

design, which, he informed them, was to erect a mark
upon the island, in order to sliow to any other ship which
should happen to come thither, that our navigators had
been there before. To this the inhabitants readily con-

sented, and promised that they would never pull it down.
He then gave something to every one present, and to the

old man a silver three-pence, and some spike-nails, with

the king's broad arrow cut deep upon them. These were
things which Mr. Cook thought «ere the most likely to

be long preserved. After this, he conveved the post to

the highest part of the island; and, having fi.xed it firmly

in the ground, hoisted upon it the union-flag, and honour-
ed the inlet with the name of Queen Charlotte's Sound.
At the same time, he took formal possession of this and
the adjacent country, in the name and for the use of his
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M:ijes(y KingGeorcre the Third. The ceremon}' was con-
(liideJ by the gentlemen's drinking a bottle of wine to

her majesty's health; and the bottle being given to the

oW man, who had attended them up the hill, he was high-

ly delighted with his present.

A philosopher, perhaps, might inquire on what ground
Lieutenant Cook could take formal possession of this part

oP New-Zealand, in the name and for the use of the

King of Great Britain, when the country was already in-

habited, and of course belonged to those by whom it was
occupied, and whose ancestors might have resided in it

for many preceding ages. To this the best answer seems
to be, that the lieutenant, in the ceremony performed by

him, had no reference to the original inhabitants, or any
intention to deprive them of their natural rights, but only
to preclude the claims of future European navigators,

who, under the auspices and for the benefit of their re-

spective states or kingdoms, might form pretensions to

which they were not entitled by prior discovery.

On the 31st, our voj'agers having completed their wood-
iiig, and filled their water casks, Mr. Cook sent out two
parlies, one to cut and make brooms, and another to

catch fish. In the evening there was a strong gale from
the north-west, with such a heavv rain, that the little

wild musicians on shore suspended their song, which till

now had been constantly heard during the night, willi a
pleasure that it was impossible to lose without regret.

The gale, on the 1st of February, increased to a storm,

tvilh heavy gusts from the high land, one of which broke
the ha.vser, that had been fastened to the shore, and in-

duced the necessity of letting go another anchor. Though,
towards midnight, the gale became more moderate, the

rain continued with so much violence, that the brook,
which supplied the ship with water, overflowed its banks;
ill consequence of which ten small casks, that had been
filled tlic day before, were carried away, and, notwith-

standing the most diligent search for them, could not be
recovered.

The Endeavour, on Monday the 5th, got under sail,

but the wind soon failing, our commander was obliged

again to come to anchor, a little above Motuara. As he

was desirous of making still further inquiries whether any
Vol.. I.
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memory of TaPman had been preserved in New-Zealund,
lie directed Tupia lo ask of the old man before mention-

ed, who had come on board to take his !ea\e of the Eng-
lish gentlemen, whether he had ever heard that such a

\es?el as theirs had before visited the country. To this

he replied in the negative; but said, that his ancestors had
told liim, that there once had arrived a small vessel from
a distant land, called Ulimaroa, in which v\ere four men,
who upon their reaching the shore were all killed. On
being asked where this country lay, he pointed to the

northward. Of Ulimaroa, Lieutenant Cook had heard
something before, from the people about the Bay of

Islands, who said, that it had been visited by their ances-

tors. Tupia had also some confused traditionary notions

concerning it; but no certain conclusion could be drawn
either from his account or that of the old Indian.

Soon after the ship came to anchor the second time,

Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, who had gone on shore to

see if any gleanings of natural knowledge remained, fell

in, by accident, with the most agreeable Indian family

thev had yet seen, and w hich afforded them a better op-

portunity of remarking the personal subordination among
the natives than had betore otTered. The whole beha-

viour of this family was affable, obliging, and unsuspicious

It was matter of sincere regret to the two gentlemen, that

they had not sooner met with these people, as a better

acquaintance v.ith the manners and disposition of the in-

habitants of the country might hence have been obtained

in a dav, than had been acquired during the whole stay

of the English upon the coast.

When, on the 6th of February, Lieutenant Cook had
gotten out of the sound, he stood over to the eastward, in

order to get the strait well open before the tide of ebb
approached. At seven in the evening, two small islan'ls,

which he off Cape Koamaroo, at the south-east head of

Queen Charlotte's Sound, bore east, at the distance of

about four miles. It was nearly calm, and the tide of ebb
eetfmg out, the Endeavour, in a very short time, was car-

ried by the rapidity of the stream close upon one of (I e

islands, which was a rock rising almost perpendici.Iarly

oat of the sea. The danger increased every moment, ai,d

there was but one expedient to prevent the ship's bo.ig
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da'^Iied to pieces, the success of wliich a few moments
would determine. She was now within little more than a

cable's length of the rock, and had above seventy-five

fathom water. But, upon dropping an anchor, and \eer-

ing aboNC one hundred and fifty fathom of cable, she was
happily brought up. This, however, would not have
saved our navigators, if the tide, which set south by east,

had not, upon meeting with the island, changed its direc-

tion to south-east, and carried them beyond the first

point. In this situation they were not above two cable's

length from the rocks; and here they remained in the

strength of the tide, which set to the south-east, after the

rate of at least five miles an hour, from a little after seven
till midnight, when the tide abated, and the vessel began
to heave. By three in the morning, a light breeze at

north-west having sprung up, our voyagers sailed for the

eastern shore; though they made but little way, in consc-

q\ience of the tide being against them. The wind, how-
ever, having afterwards freshened, and come to the north

and north-east, with this, and the tide of ebb, they v\'ere

in a short time hurried through the narrowest part of the

strait, and then stood away for the southernmost land

they had in prospect. There appeared, over this land, a

mountain of stupendous height, which was covered with

snow. The narrowest part of the strait, through which
the Endeavour had been driven with such rapidity, lies

between Cape Tieravvitte, on the coast of Eaheinomauwe,
and Cape Koamaroo; the distance between which our

commander judged to be four or five leagues. Notwith-
standing the difficulties arising from this tide, now its

strength is known, the strait may be passed without dan-
ger.

Some of the officers started a notion, that Eaheino-
•^ mauwe was not an island, and that the land might stretch

away to the south-east, from between Cape Turnagnin
and Cape Palliser, there being a space of between twelve

and fifteen leagues which had not yet been seen. Though
Lieutenant Cook, from what he had observed the first

time he discovered the strait, and from many other con-

current circumstances, had the strongest conviction that

they were mistaken, he, nevertheless, resolved to leave

no possibility of doubt with respect to an object of so
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much importance. For this purpose he gave such .1 di

rection to the navigation of the ship, as would most ef-

fectual!}' tend to determine the matter. After a course

of two davs he called the officers upon deck, and asked
them whether they were not now satisfied that Eaheino-
mauwe was an isUnd. To this question they readily an-
swered in the atfirmntive; and all doubts being removed,
the lieutenant proceeded to further researches.

During Mr. Cook's long and minute e.xamination of the

coast of New Zealand, he gave names to the bays, capes,

promontories, islands, and rivers, and other places which
were seen or visited by him; e.xcepting in those cases

where their original appellations were learned from the

natives. The names he ti.xed upon were either derived

from certain characteristic or adventitious circumstances,

or were conferred in honour of his friends and acquaint-

ance, chiefly those of the naval line. Such of the read-

ers of the present work as desire to be particularly in-

formed concerning them, will naturally have recourse to

the indications of them in the several maps on which they

are described.

The ascertaining of New Zealand to be an island did

not conclude Lieutenant Cook's examination of the na-

ture, situation, and extent of the country. After this, he
completed his circumnavigation, by ranging from Cape
Turnagain southward along the eastern coast of Poenan)-
nioo, round Cape South, and back to tbe western entrance

of the strait he had passed, and which was very properly

named Cook's Strait. This range, which commenced on
the 9th of February, I shall not minutely and regularly

pursue; but content myself, as in the former course, with

mentioning such circumstances as are more directly

adapted to my immediate design.

In the afternoon of the 14th, when Mr. Banks was out

in the boat a shooting, our vovagers saw, with their

glasses, four double canoes put off from the shore towardi
him, having on board fifty-seven men. The lieutenant

being alarmed for the safety of his friend, immediately or-

dered signals to be made for his return; but he was pre-

vented from seeing them by the situation of tiie sun with

regard to the ship. However, it was soon with pleasure

observed that his boat was in motion; and he was taken
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on board before the Indians, who periiaps liad not dis-

cerned him, came up. Tlieir attention seemed to be

wlioUy fixed upon the ship. They came within about a

stone's cast of her, and then stopped, gazing at tlie Eng-
hsh with a look of vacant astonishment. Tupia in vain

exerted his eloquence to prevail upon them to make a

nearer approach. _After surveying our navigators some
t:tne, they left them, and made towards the shore. The
g'inllemen could not help remarking, on this occasion, the

diilerent dispositions and behaviour of the difi'erent in-

habitants of the country, at the first sight of the Endeav-
our. The people now seen kept aloof with a mixture of

timidity and wonder; others had immediately commenced
hostilities; tl'.e man who was found fishing alone in his

c.tnoe appeared to regard o.ir voyagers as totally unwor-
liiv of notice; and some had couie on board almost with-

oiit invitation, and with an air of perfect confidence and
good will. From tlie coiiduct of the last visiters. Lieu-
tenant Cook gave the land from v\ hich they had put off,

and which had the appearance of an island, the name of
Lookers-on.

Wlien an island, which lies about fi\e leagues from the

coast of Tovy-Poenammoo, and which was named Banks'
Island, was first discovered in tiie direction of south by
west, some persons on board were of opinion that they

siw land bearing south-soath-east, and south-east by east.

Our commander, who was himself upon the deck at the

time, told them, that in his judgment it was no more than
a cloud, which, as the sun rose, would dissipate and van-

ish. Being, however, determined to leave no subject for

disputation which e.xperiment could remove, he ordered

tiie ship to steer in the direction which the supposed
country was said to bear. Having gone in this direction

V eight-and-twenty miles, without discovering any signs of

land, the Endeavour resumed her intended course to tiio

southward, it being the particular view of the lieutenant

to ascertain whether Poenammoo was an island or a con-
tinent.

In passing some rocks on the 9th of RIarch, in the

night, it appeared in the morning that the sliip had been
in the most imminent danger. Her escape was indeed
critical in the highest degree. To these rocks, therefore,

Vol. L
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wh;c'\ from their situation, are so well adapted to catch

iin.vary strangers, Mr. Cook gave the name of the Traps.

On the same day he reached a point of land which he

called the South Cape, and which he supposed, as proved

in fact to be the case, the southern e.xtremity of the coun-

try.

In sailing, on Wednesday the 14th, the Endeavour pass-

ed a small narrow opening in the land, where there

seemed to be a very safe and convenient harbour, formed
by an island, which lay eastward in the middle of the

opening. On the land, behind the opening, are moun-
tains, the summits of which were covered with snow, that

appeared to have recently fallen. Indeed our voyagers,

for t\vo days past, had found the weather extremely cold.

On each side the entrance of the opening, the land rises

almost perpendicularly from the sea to a stupendous

height. For this reason Lieutenant Cook did not choose

to carry the ship into the harbour. He was sensible that

no wind could blow these but right in or right out; and
he did not think it by any means advisable to put info a

place whence he could not have gotton out, but with a

wind which, experience had tauo-Jit him, did not blow
more than one day in a month. Sagacious as this deter-

mination of our commander was, it did not give universal

satisfaction. He acted in it contrary to the opinion of

some persons on board, who expressed, in strong terms,

their desire of coming to harbour; not sufficiently consid-

ering that present convenience ought not to be purchased

at the e.xpense of incurring great future disadvantages.

By the 27th of March, Mr. Cook had circumnavigated

the whole country of Tovy-Poenammoo, and arrived

within sight of the island formerly mentioned, which lies

at the distance of nine leagues from the entrance of Queen
Charlotte's Sound. Having at this time thirty tons of

empty water-casks on board, it was necessary to fill them
before he finally proceeded on his voyage. For this pur

pose he hauled round the island, and entered a bay, situ-

ated between that and Queen Charlotte's Sound, and to

which the name was given of Admiralty Bay.

The business of wooding and watering having been

completed on the 30th, and the ship being ready for the

Bca, the point now to be determined was, what route
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should be pursued in returning home, that would be of
most advantage to the public service. Upon this subjeci

the heutenant thought proper to take the opinion of his

officers. He had himself a strong desire to return by
Cape Horn, because that would have enabled him to de-

termine whether there is or is not a southern continent.

But against this scheme it was a sufficient objection, that

our navigators must have kept in a high southern latitude,

in the very depth of winter, and in a vessel which was not

thought to be in a condition fit for the undertaking. The
same reason was urged, with still greater force, against

their proceeding directly for the Cape of Good Hope, oe-

cause no discovery of moment could be expected in that

route. It was, therefore, resolved that they should return

by the East Indies, and that with this view, they should

steer westward, till they should fall in with the east coast

of New-Holland, and then follow the direction of that

:oast to the northward, till they should arrive at its

.northern extremity. If that should be found impractica-

ble, it was farther resolved, that they should endeavour to

fall in with the land, or islands, said to have been discov-

ered by Quiros.

In the six months which Lieutenant Cook had spent in

the examination of New-Zealand, he made very large ad-

ditions to the knowledge of geography and navigation.

That country was first discovered in the year 1642, by
Abel Jansen Tasman, a Dutch navigator. He traversed

the eastern coast from latitude 34^ 43' and entered the

strait now called Cook's Strait ; but be-ng attacked by the

natives soon after he came to an anchor, in the place

which he named Murderer's Bay, he never went on shore.

Nevertheless, he assumed a kind of claim to the country

by calling it Staaten Land, or the Land of the States, in

honour of the States-General. It is now usually distin-

guished in maps and charts by the name of New-Zealand.
The whole of the country, excepting that part of the coast

which was seen by Tasman from on board his ship, con-

tinued from his time, to the voyage of the Endeavour, al-

together unknown. By many persons it has been sup-

posed to constitute a part of a southern continent; but it

was now ascertained by Mr. Cook to consist of two large

islands, divided from each other by a strait or passage,
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which i? about four or five leagues broad. These islands

are situated between the hititudes of 34^ and 48' 5o;:tli,

and between the longitudes of 181° and 194° west; a

matter which Mr. Green determined with uncommon e.v-

actness, from innumerable observations of the sun aiid

moon, and one of tlie transits of Mercury. The northern-

most of these islands is called by the natives Eaheinoma-
we, and the southernmost Tovy, or Tavai Poenammoo. It

is not, however, certain, whether the whole southern isl-

and, or only part of it, is comprehended under the latter

name.
Tovy Poenammoo is principally a mountainous, and to

all appearance a barien country. The only inhabitants,

ar.d signs of inhabitants, that were discovered upon all

tlie islands, were the people whom our voyagers saw in

Q.,:een Charlotte's Sound, some that came ofl'to them un-

der the snowy mountains, and several fires which were
discerned to the west of Cape Saunders. Eaheinomaii-
V, e has a much better appearance. Though it is not only

hilly but mountainous, e\en the hills and m.ounlains are

covered with wood, and every valley has a rivulet of wa-
icL. The soil in these valleys, and in the plains, many of

M'hich are not overgrown with wood, is in general light,

hut fertile. It was the opinion of Mr. Banks and Dr. So-
lander, as well as of the other gentlemen on board, that

all kinds of European grain, plants, and fruit, would flour-

ish here in the utmost lu.xuriance.- There is reason to

conclude, from the vegetables which our navigators found

in Eaheinomauwe, that the winters are milder than those

m England; and the summer was experienced not to be

liOtter, though it was more equally warm. If this coun- .

try, therefore, should be settled by people from Europe,

ihey might, with a little industry, very soon be supplied,

in great abundance, not merely with the necessaries, but

even with the luxuries of life.

In Eaheinomauwe there are no quadrupeds but dogs

and rats; at least, no other were seen by our voyagers,

and the rats are so scarce, that they wholly escaped the

notice of many on board. Of birds the species are not

n;;merous; and of these no one kind, excepting perhaps

the gannet, is exactly the same with those of Europe.

Insects are not in greater plenty than birds. The sea
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makes ab.indant recompense for this scarcity of animals
upon the land. Every creek swarms with fish, which are
not only wholesome, but equally delicious with those in

our part of the world. The Endeavour seldom anchored
in any station, or with a lig-ht gale passed any place, that
did not afford enough, with a hook and line, to serve the
whole ship's company. If the seine was made use of, it

seldom failed of producing a still more ample supply. The
highest lu-xury of this kind, with which the English were
gratified, was the lobster, or sea cray-tish. Among the
vegetable productions of the country, the trees claim a

prmcipal place; there being forests of vast extent, full of
the straightest, the cleanest, and the largest timber Mr.
Cook and his friends had ever seen. Mr. Banks and Dr.
Solander were gratified b}' the novelty, if not by the vari-

ety of the plants. Out of about four hundred species,

there were not many which had hitherto been described

by botanists. There is one plant that serves the natives

instead of hemp and flax, and which excels all that are

applied to the same purposes in other countries.

If the settling of Neu-Zealand should ever be deemed
•in object deserving the attention of Great Britain, our
commander thought that the best place for establishing a
colony would either be on the banks of the Thames, or ir

the territory adjoining to the Bay of Islands. Each of

these places possess the advantage of an excellent har-

bour. By means of the river, settlements might be ex-

tended, and a communication established with the inland

parts of the country. Vessels might likewise be built of
the fine timber which is every where to be met with, at

very little trouble and expense.

But I am in danger of forgetting myself, and of running

into a detail which may be thought rather to exceed the

intentions of the present narrative. It is diflicult to re-

strain the pen, when such a variety of curious and enter-

taining matter lies before it; and I must entreat the in-

dulgence of my readers while I mention two or three fur-

ther particulars. One circumstance peculiarly worthy of
notice, is the perfect and uninterrupted health of the in-

habitants of New-Zealand. In all the visits made to

their towns, where old and young, men and women,
crowded about our voyagers, they never observed a single

6
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person who appeared lo have a;iy hoihl) cuuip'diii' ; nor

among the numbers that were seen naked, was once per-

ceived the slightest eruption upon tiie skin, or tlie least

mark which indicated that such an eruption had formerly

existed. Another proof of the health of liiese people is

(he facility with which the wounds they at any time re-

ceive are healed. In the man wlio had been shot with ;i

ruuskei-ball through the fleshy part of his arm, the wound
eeemcd to be so well digested, and in so f;iir a n\ ay of ht;-

ing perfectly healed, that if Mr. Cook had not known that

no application had been made to it, he declared that lio

should certainly have inquired, with a very interested cu-

riosity, after the vulnerary herbs and surgical art of the

country. An additional evidence of human nature's be-

ing untainted with disease in New -Zealand, is the great

number of old men with whom it abounds. Many of

them, by the loss of their hair and teeth, appeared to be

very ancient, and yet none of them were decrepit. Al-

though they were not equal to the young in muscular
strength, they did not come in the least behind them with

regard to cheerfulness and vivacity. Water, as far as our

navigators could discover, is the universal and only liquor

of the New'-Zealanders. It is greatly to be wished that

their happiness in this respect may never be destroyed by
such a connexion with the European nations, as shall in-,

troduce that fondness for spirituous liquors vvhich hath
been so fatal to the Indians of North America.
From the observations which Lieutenant Cook and his

friends made on the people of New-Zealand, and from
the similitude which was discerned between them and the

inhabitants of the South Sea Islands, a strong proof arose
that both of them had one common origin; and this proof
was rendered indubitable by the conformity of their lan-

guage. When Tupia addressed himself to the natives of
Eaheinomauwe and Poenammoo, he was perfectly under-

stood. Indeed, it did not appear that the language of
Otaheite diflered more from that of New-Zealand, than
the language of the two islands, into which it is divided,
did from each other.

Hitherto the navigation of Lieutenant Cook had been
unfavourable to the notion of a southern continent; hav-
ing Bwept away at least three-fourths of the positions
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upon which that notion had been foiuulod. The track of

tlie Endeavour had demonstrated that the land seen hy

Tasnian, Juan Fernandes, Hermite, the commander ot' a

Dutch squadron, Quiros, and Roggewein, was not, as

they had supposed, part of such a continent. It had also

totally destroyed the theoretical arguments in favor of a

southern continent, which had been drawn from the neces-

sity of it to preserve an equilibrium between the two hem-
ispheres. As, however, Mr. Cook's discoveries, so far as

he had already proceeded, extended only to the northward
of forty degrees, south latitude, he could not, therefore,

give an opinion concerning what land might lie farther lo

tlie southward. This was a matter, therefore, which ho

earnestly wished to be examined; and to him was, at

length, reserved the honour, as we shall hereafter see, of

putting a final end to the question.

On Saturday, the 3 1st of March, our commander sailed

from Cape Fareuell, in New-Zealand, and pursued his

voyage to the westward. New-Holland, or as it is now
called, New South Vvales, came in sight on the 19th of

April; and an the 28ih of that month the ship anchored
in Botany B ly. On tlie preceding day, in consequence of

its falling calm when the vessel was not more than a mile

and a half from the shore, and within some breakers, our

navigators had been in a very disagreeable situation; but

happily a light breeze had sprung from the land, and car-

ried them out of danger.

In the afternoon the boats were manned, and T.,ieuten-

ant Cook and his friends, having Tupia of their party, set

out from the Endeavour. They intended to land v\here

they had seen some Indians, and began to l-.ope that, as

these Indians had paid no regard to the ship when she

came into the bay, they would be as inattentive to the

advances of the English towards the shore. In this,

houever, the gentlemen were disappointed, for as soon as

they approached the rocks, two of the men came down
upon them to dispute their landing, and the rest ran

dway. These champions, who were armed with lances

about ten feet long, called to our navigators in a very loud

tone, and in a harsh dissonant language, of which even
Tupia did not understand a single word. At the same
lime, they brandished their weapons, and seemed resolved
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two to forty. Tlie lieutenant, who rouhi not but adniue

their courage, and who was unwilling that hostilities

should commence with such inequality of force on their

side, ordered his boat to lie upon her oarg. He and the

other gentlemen then parlied with thein by signs; and, to

obtain tiieir good will, he threw them nails, beads, and
several tritles besides, with which they appeared to be

well pleased. After this our commander endeavoured to

make itiem understand that he wanted water, and at-

tempted to convince them, by all the methods in his pow-
er, that he had no injurious design against them. Be!ng
willing to interpret the waving of their hands as an invita-

tion to proceed, the boat put in to the shore; but no soon-

er was this perceived, than it was opposed by the two In-

d.ans, one of whom seemed to be a youth about nineteen

or twenty years old, and the other a man of middle age.

The only jesource now left for Mr. Cock was to fire a

musket between them, which being done, the yoimgesi

of them brought a bundle of lances on the rock, but recol-

lecting himself in an instant, he snatched tliem up again in

ereat has'e. A stone was then thiovvn at the Engjisli,

upon wliich the lieuteu.mt ordered a musket to be liied

with small shot. This struck the eldest upon the legs,

and he mimediately ran to one of the houses, which was
at about a hundred yards distance. Mr. Cook, who now
lioped that the contest was over, instrntl)' landed with

his party; but they had scarcely quitted the boat when
the Indian returned, having onl)' left the rock to fetch a

shield or target for his defence. As soon as he came up,

he and his comrade threw each of them a lance in the

midst of our people, but happily without hurting a single

person. At the firing of a thiid musket, one of the two
men darted another lance, and then both of them ran

away. After this the gentlemen repaired to the huts, and
threw into the house where the children were, some beads,

ribands, pieces of cloth, and othei presents. These the^

hoped would procure them the good will of the inhab4-
ants. When, however, the lieutenant and his compan-
ions returned the next day, they had the mortification of
lindmg that the beads and ribands, which they had let't the

night before, had not been removed from their places, and
that not an Indian was to be seen.
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Several of the natives of the coun'ry came in sight on
ihe 30th, but they could not be eng-iged to begin an in-

tercourse with our people. They approached within a

certain distance of them, and, afier shouting several limes,

went back into the \voods. Having done this once more,
Mr. Cook followed them himself, alone and unarmed, a

considerable «ay along the shore, but without prevailing

upon them to stop.

On the first of May, he resolved to make an excursioa

into the country. Accordingly, our commander, Mr.
Banks, Dr. Solander, and seven others, all of tliem prop-

erly accoutred for the expedition, set out, and repaired

first to the huts near the watering place, whither some
of the Indians continued every day to resort. Though
the little presents which had been left there before had not

yet been taken away, our gentlemen added others of still

greater value, consisting of cloth, beads, combs, and look-

ing glasses. After this they went up into the country, the

face of which is finelv diversified by wood and lawn. The
soil they found to be either swamp or light sand.*

In cultivating the ground, there would be no obstruc-

tion from the trees, which are tall, straight, and without

underwood, and stand at a sufficient distance from each
other. Between the trees, the land is abimdantly co\ered
with grass. Our voyagers saw many houses of the inhab-

itants, but met with only one of the people, who ran away
as soon as he disco\ered the E[iglish. At every place

where they went they left presents, hoping that at length

they might procure the confidence and good will of the

Indians. They perceived some traces of animals; and tlie

trees over their heads abounded with birds of various

kinds, among which were many of exquisite beauty. Lor-
iquets and cockatoos, in particular, were so numerous,
that they flew in flocks of several scores together.

While the lieutenant and his friends vvere upon this ex-

cursion, Mr. Gore, who had been sent out in the morning
to dredge for oysters, having performed that service, dis-

* In a part of the couriti'y that was afterwards examined, the

.<=oil was found to be niiirh richer ; beinjj a deep black mould,
wiiicli the lieutenant ihoiighl very fit for the production of grain

of iiiiv kind.

Vol. I.
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misfcd Ills iioiit, and takin<T a midshipman wiih him, set

out to join ilie watereis by land. In his way, he fell in

v.iih a body of two-and-tweiity Indians, \n ho foilowed

liim, and were of en at no gieuier distunee tlian that of
twenty yards. When he perteived them so near, lie siop-

ped and faced about, upon which they likewise stopped;
and when he went on aijain, they continued iheir pursuit.

But though they were all armed with lances, they did not

attack Mr. Gore; so that he and the midshipman got in

safety to the watering-place. Wl.en the natives came
in sight of the main body of the Enuli.^h, they halted at

about the distance of a quarter of a niile, and stood still.

Bv this Mr. Monkhouse and two or three of the waterers

viere encouraged to march up to them; but seeing the In-

dians keep their ground, they were seized with a sudden
fear, which is not uncommon to the rash and foolhardy,
and made a hasty retreat. This step increased the dan-
ger which it was intended to avoid. Four of the Indians

iminediately ran forward and discharged their lances at

l!)e fugitives, with such force that they went bevond them
Our people recovering their spirits, stopped to collect the

lances, upon uhich the natives, in their turn, began to re-

tire. At this time Mr. Cook came up, wiih Mr. Banks,

Dr. Solander, and Tupia; and being desirous of convinc-

ing the Indians that they were neither afraid of them,
nor designed to do them any injury, they advanced to-

wards them, endeavouring by signs of e.xpostulation and
entreat}^, to engage them to an intercourse, but without

etJcct.

From the boldness which the natives discovered on the

first landing of our voyagers, and the terror that after-

wards seized them at the sight of the English, it appears
that they were sufficiently intimidated by our fire-arms.

There was not, indeed, tlie least reason to believe that anj

of them had been mucli hurt by the small shot which had
becnf.rodat tl-.em when they attacked our people on their

coming o'.it of (lie boat. Nevertheless, they had probably

seen, from their lurking places, the eflecfs which the

muskeis hadupon birds. Tu|)ia, who was become a good
niarksmnn, frequently strayed abroad to shoot parrots;

and V. bile he v. a<5 thus employed, he once met with nine

iiidians, who, as soon as they perceived that he saw them,

an fioai him in gicat aiartii and cor.fujsion
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While, oil il'.e 3d of M:iy, Mr. Banlis was fjallicririg

plnnts ne.ir tlie watering-plHoe. Lieutenant Cook went
with Dr. Solander and Mr. Monkliouse to the Iiead of the

bay, for the jiurpose of examining that part of the coun-
try, and of makinn- further attempts to form some connex-
ions with the natives. In this excursion they acquired

additional knowledge concerning the nature of the soil,

and if.s capacitie.s for ctiltivafion, but had no success in

their endca'ours to engage the inhabitants in coming to a

friendly intercourse. Several parties that were sent into

ll^c country on the next day, witli the same view, were
eipuilly unsuccessful. In the afternoon our commander
himself, with a number of attendants, made an excursion to

the north shore, which he found to be without wood, and
'> resemble, in some degree, our moors in England. TliC

.".;rfa''e of tlie grouiid was, however, covered with a thin

br'ish of plants, rising to about the height of the knee,

Nt^ar I he coast the hills are low, but there are others be-

hind th.em, which gradually ascend to a considerable dis-

t mce, and are intersected with marshes and morasses.

Among the articles of fi.sh which at different tim.es were
r lughf, were large stingravs. One of them, when his

fntrails \vere taken out, weighed three hundred and thir-

ty six pounds.

It was upon account of the great quantity of pianta

ivliicii Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander collected in this place,

that Lieutenant Cook was induced to give it the name of

Boianv Bay. It is situated in the latitude of 34"^ south,

and in the longitude of 208'^ 37' west; and affords a capa-
<-ioiis, safe, and convenient shelter for shipping. The
Endeavour anchored near tl)e south shore, about a mile

»\ithin the entrance, for the convenience of sailing with a

•o;i!lier!y wind, and because the lieutenant thought it the

be:! situation for watering. But afterwards he found a

\erv fine stream on the north shore, where was a. sandv
<ove, in which a ship might lie almost land-locked, and
procure wood and water in the greatest abundance.

'I'hough wood is every where plentifid, our commander
.saw only two species of it that could be considered as

timber. Not only the inhabitants who were first di."-

c()\ered, but all who afterwards came in sight, were en-

tirely nnkcd. Of their mode of 1 fe, our voyagers could
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l<no',v but little, as not the least connexion could bo form-

ed with them; but it did not appear that they were nu-

nr!€rou.«, or that they lived in societies. They seemed,
like oiher aniiiKils, to be scattered about along the toast,

and in the woods. Not a single article was touched by
ihem of all that were left at their huts, or at the places

which they frequented; so little sense had they of those

small conveniences and ornaments, which are generally

very alluring to the uncivilized tribes of the globe. Dur-
ing Mr. Cook's stay at this place, he caused the English
colours fo be displayed e\cry day on shore, and took caie

that the .«hip's name, and the date of the year, should be
inscribed upon one of tlie trees near the watering-place.

At d;iy-breal\, on Sunday the 6lh of May, our naviga-

tors sailed from Botany Bay; and as they proceeded on
their voyage, the lieutenant gave the names that are in-

dicated upon the map to the bays, capes, points, and re-

markable hills which successively appeared in sight. On
the 14th, as the Endeavour advanced to the northvvaid,

I'eing then in latitude SO'' 22 south, and longitude 206^

39 west, the land gradually increased in height, so that

it may be called a hilly country. Between this latitude

iiTid Botany Bay, it o.\hibits a pleasing variety of ridires,

hill.«, valleys, and plains, all clothed with wood, of the

.«ame appearance with that which has been mentioned be-
fore. The land near the shore is in general low and
sandy, e.Tcepting the points, which are rocky, and over
many of which are high hills, that, at their first rising oat
of the water, have the semblance of islands. On the
rext day, the vessel being about a league from the shore,
our voyagers discovered smoke in many places, and hav-
ing recourse to their glasses, they saw about twenty of
t'le natives, who had each of them a large bundle upon
his back. The bundles our people conjectured to be
pnim leaves for covering the houses of the Indians, and
< ontinued to observe them above an hour, during which
lliey walked ujjon the beach, and up a path that led over
a hill of gentle ascent. It was remarkable, that not one
of them was seen to stop and look towards the Endea-
\our. They marched along without the least apparent
emotion either of curiosity or surprise, though it was im-
possible that they should not have discerned the ship, l;i
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some casual glance, as they went along- the shore, and
though she must have been the most stiipeiulous and un-
accountable object they had ever beheld.

While, on the 17th, our navigators -.vere in a bay, to

which L'eutenanf Cook had given the name of Moretnn's
Bay, and at a place where the land was not at that time
vis'ble, some on board, having observed that the sea
looked paler than usual, were ot' opinion that the botiom
of the bay opened into a river. The lieutenant' was sen-

sible that there was no real ground for this supposition.

As the Endeavour had here thirty-four fathom water, and
a fine sandy bottom, these circumstances alone \\>ere suffi-

cient to produce the change which had been noticed In

the colour of the sea. Nor was it by any means necessa-

ry to suppose a river, in order to account for the land at

the bottom of the bay not being visible. If the land there

was as low as it had been experienced to be in a hundied
other parts of the coast, it would be impossible to see it

from the station of the ship. Our commander would,
however, have brought the matter to the test of experi-

ment, if the wind had been favourable to such a purpose.

Should any future navigator be disposed to determine the

<|uestion, whether there is or is not a river in this place,

Mr. Cook has takeji care to leave the best directions for

finding its situation.

On the 22d, as our voyagers were pursuing their course

from Harvey's Bay, they discovered with their glasses

that the land was covered with palm-nut trees, .which
they had not seen from the time of their leaving the isl-

ands within the tropic. They saw also two men walking
along the shore, who paid them as little attention as they

had met with on former occasions. At eight o'clock in

the evening of this day, the ship came to an anclior in

five fathom, with a fine sandy bottom. Early in the

morning of the next day, the lieutenant, accompanied bv
Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, the other gentlemen, Tuj.ia,

and a party of men, went on shore, in order to examine
the country. The wind blew fresh, and the weather was
so cold, that, being at a considerable distance from land,

they took their cloaks as a necessary equipment for the

voyage. When they landed, they found a channel lead-

in? into a large lagoon. Both the channel and ti^c

V'.i.. I.
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lawoon were examined by our rommander with his usual

accuracy. There is in the place a small river of fresh

water, and room for a few ships to lie in great security.

Near the lagoon gro.vs the true mangrove, such as exists

in the West India ishmds, and the first of the kind that

had been yet met with bv our navigators. Among the

shoals and sand banks of the coast, they saw many large

birds, and some in particular of the same kind which they
liad seen in Botany Bav. These ihey judged to be peli-

cans, but they were so shy as never to come within reach
of a musket. On the shore was found a species of (he

bustard, one of which was shot that was equal in size to a
turkey, weighing seventeen pounds and a half. All the

gentlemen agreed that this was the best bird they had
eaten since they left Eno-Iand; and in honour of it they
called flip inlet Bustard Bay. Upon the mud banks, and
under the mangroves, were innumerable ovsters of vari-

ous kinds, and among others the hammer oyster, witli a

large proportion of small pearl oysters. If in deeper wa-
fer there should be equal plenty of such oysters at th<^ir

^lill growth, Mr. Cook was of opinion that a pearl fishery

m'glit be establislied here to very great advantage.
The people who were left on board the ship asserted

that, while the gentlemen were in the woods, about twen-
Iv of the natives came down to the beach, abreast of the
Endeavour, and, after having looked at her for some
time, went away. Not a single Indian was seen by the
gentlemen themselves, tliough they found various proofs,

in smolce, fi-res, and the fragments of recent meals, that

tiie country was inhabited. The place seemed to be much
trodden, and yet not a liouse, or the remains of a house,
could be discerned. Hence, the lieutenant and his friends

wore disposed to belie\e that the people were destitute

of dwellings, as well as of clothes; and that, like the oth-

er commoners of nature, they spent their nights in the

open air. Tupia himself was struck with their apparently
unhappy condition, and shaking his head, with an air of
superiority and compassion, said that they were taata
enos, " poor wretches."
On the 2.5fh, our voyagers, at the distance of one mile

from the land, were abreast of a point, which .Mr. Cnox
found to lie directly under the tiopic of Cipricorii; and
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for this reason he called it Cape Capricorn. In the night

of the next day, when the ship had anchored at a place

which was distant four leagues from Cape Capricorn, the

tide rose and fell near seven feet; and the flood set to the

westward, and the ebb to the eastward. This circum-

stance was just the reverse of what had been experienced

when the Endeavour was at anchor to the eastward of
Bustard Bay.

While our people were under sail, on the 26th, and
were surrounded with islands, which lay at different dis-

tances from the main land, they suddenly fell into three

fathom of water. Upon this the lieutenant anchored,
and sent away the master to sound a channel, which lay

between the northernmost island and the main. Though
the channel appeared to have a considerable breadth, our
commander suspected it to be shallow, and such was in

fact the case. The master reported, at his return, that

he had only two fathom and a hal|" in many places; and
where the vessel lay at anchor, she had only sixteen feet,

which was not two feet more than she drew. Mr. Banks,
who, while the master was sounding the channel, tried to

5sh from the cabin window with hook and line, was sue

cessful in catching two sorts of crabs, both of them such
as our navigators had not seen before. One of them was
adorned with a most beautiful blue, in every respect equal

to the ultramarine. With this blue all his claws and
joints were deeply tinged ; while the under part of him
was white, and so exquisitely polished, that in colour and
brightness it bore an exa(;t resemblance to the white of
old china. The other crab was also marked, though
somewhat more sparingly, with the ultramarine on his

joints and his toes, and on his back were three brown
spots of a singular appearance.

Early the next morning. Lieutenant Cook, having found
the passage between the islands, sailed to the northward,
and, on the evening of the suct^eeding day, anchored at

about two miles distance from the mam. At this time a

great number of islands, lying a long way without the

ship, were in sight. On the 2!>th, the lieutenant sent

away the master with two boats to sound the entrance of
80 inlet, which lav to the west, and info which he intend

edto go with the vessel, that l;e might wait a few day."



92 CAPTAIN cook's

for the moon's increase, and have an opportunity of ex-

amining tlie country. As the tide was observed to ebb
and flou- considerably, when the Endeavour had ancliored

\\ithin the inlet, our commander judged it to be a river,

tiiat might run pretty far up into land. Thinking that

this might afford a commodious situation for laying the

ship ashore, and cleaning her bottom, he landed «ith the

master, in search of a proper place for the purpose. He
was accompanied in the excursion by Mr. Banks and Dr.

Solander; and thej' found walking exceedingly trouble-

some, in consequence of the ground's being covered with

a kind of grass, the seeds of which were very sharp and
.bearded. Whenever these seeds stuck into their clothes,

which happened at every step, they \vorked forward by
means of the beard, till they got at the flesh. Another
disagreeable circumstance was, that the gentlemen were
iiicessanflv tormented with the stings of a cloud of mos-
cheUos. They soon met with several places where the

ship might conveniently be laid ashore, but were much
disappointed in not be:iig able to find any fresh water.

In proceeding up the country they found gimi trees, the

gum upon which existed only in very small quantities.

Gum trees of a similar kind, and as little productive, had
occurred in other parts of the coast of New South Wales.
Upon the branches of the trees were ants' nests, made of

clay, as big as a bushel. The ants themselves, by which
the nests were inhabited, were sniallj and their bodies

vs'hiie. Upon another species of the gum tree, was found

a small black ant, uhich perforated all the twigs, and,

having worked out the pith, occupied the pipe in which
it had been contained. Notwithstanding this, the parts

in which these insects, to an amazing number, had formed
a lodgment, bore leaves and flowers, and appeared to be

entirely in a flourishing state. Butterflies were found in

such multitudes, that the account of them seems almost
to be incredible. The air was so crowded with them, for

the space of three or four acres, that millions might be
seen in ever}' direction; and the branches and twigs of the

trees were at the same time covered with others that were
not upon the wing. A small fish of a singular kind was
li!;c'.\;.~e met with, in this place. Its size •> as about thai

of a ii;;unj\\, and it liad two very strong bicast-fins. It
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nas found in places which were qtiife dry, and where it

might be supposed that it had been left by the tide; and
yet It did not appear to have become languid from that

circumstance: for when it was approached, it leaped away
as nimblv as a frog. Indeed it did not seem to prefer

water to land.

Though the curiosity of Mr. Cook and his friends was
gratified by the sight of these various objects, they were
disappointed in the attainment of their main purpose, tlie

discovery of fresh water; and a second excursion, which
was made by tliem on the afternoon of the same day, was
equally unsuccessful. The failure of the lieutenant's

hopes determined him to make but a short stay in the

place. Having, houever, observed from an eminence,
that the inlet penetrated a considerable way into the

country, he formed a resolution of tracing it in the morn-
ing. Accordingly, at sun-rise, on Wednesday the 30th of

May, he went on shore, and took a view of the coast and
the islands that lie off it, with their bearings. For this

purpose he had with him an azimuth compass; but he

found that the needle ditlered very considerably in its po-

sition, even to thirtj' degrees: the variation being in some
places more, in others less. Once the needle varied from
itself no less than two points in the distance of fourteen

feet. Mr. Cook having taken up some of the loose stones

which lay upon the ground, applied them to the needle,

but they produced no etTect; whence he concluded that in

the hills there was iron ore, traces of which he had re-

marked both here and in the neighbouring parts. After

he had made his observations upon the hill, he proceeded
with Dr. Solander up the inlet. He set out with the first

of the flood, and had advanced above eight leagues, Jong

oefore it was high water. The breadth of the inlet, thu3

far, was from two to five miles, upon a direction south-

west by south; but here it opened eiery way, and formed
1 large lake, which to the north-west communicated with

the sea. Our commander not only saw the sea in this di-

rection, but found the tide of flood coming strongly in

from that point. He observed also, an arm of this lake

e.xtending to the eastward. Hence he thought it not im-

probable, that it might communicate with ihe sea in the

bottom of 'he bav, which lies to the westward of the



94 r A i> r A I N c o o K ' s

Cape that on il;e chart is designated by the name of Cape
Townshend. On the south side of the lake is a ridge of
hills which the lieutenant was desirous of climbing. As,
however, it was high water, and the day was far spent;

and as the weather, in particular, was darii and rainy,

he was afraid of being bewildered among the shoals in the

night, and therefore «as oblijred to give up his inclina-

tion, and to make the best of his way to the ship. Two
people only were seen by him, who followed the boat

along the shore a good way at some distance; but he

could not prudenth' wait for them, as the tide ran strong-

ly in his favour. Several fires in one direction, and smoke
in another, exhibited farther proofs of the country's being
in a certain degree inhabited.

While Mr. Cook, with Dr. Solander, was tracing the

inlet, Mr. Banks and a party with hirn engaged in a sepa-

rate excursion, in which they had not proceeded far with-

in land, before their course was obstructed bv a swamp,
covered with mangroves. This, however, they determined
to pass, and having done it with great difficulty, they

came up to a place where there had been four small fires,

near to which lay some shells and bones of fish, that had
been roasted. Heaps of grass were also found lying to-

gether, on which four or five people appeared to have
slept. Mr. Gore, in another place, observed the track

of a large animal. Some bustards were likewise seen,

but not any other bird, excepting a few beautiful lori-

quets, of the same kind with those which had been no-
ticed in Botany Bay. The country in general, in this

part of New South Wales, appeared sandy and barren,

and destitute of the accommodations which could fit it for

being possessed by settled inhabitants. From the ill suc-

cess that attended the searching for fresh water. Lieu-
tenant Cook called the inlet in which the ship lay.

Thirsty Sound. No refreshment of any other sort was
here procured by our voyagers.

Our commander, not having a single inducement to stay
longer in this place, weighed anchor in the morning of
the 31st, and put to sea. In the prosecution of the voy
age, when the Endeavour was close under Cape Upstart
the variation of the needle, at sun-set, on the 4th of

June, was 9" east, and at sun-rise the next day it was no
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fiiore lliaii 5' 35. 1 Ji'iice llie licufeiiaiit toin.li.c1ed, iliat

II had been inHuenced by iron ore, or by some other inag-

netieal rnalfer contained under flie surface of the earth.

In the afternoon of the 7th, our navigators saw upon one
of the islands what had the appearance of cocoa-nut

trees; and as a few nuts would at this time have been
very acceptable, Mr. Cook sent Lieutenant Hicks ashore,

to see if lie could procure any refreshment. He was ac-

companied by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander; and in the

evening the gentlemen returned, with an account that

what had been taken for cocoa-nut frees were a small

kind of cabbago-palm, and that, e.xcepting about fourteen

or fifteen plants, no'bing could be obtained which « as

worth bringing away. On the 8th, when the Endeavour
was in the midst of a cluster of small islands, our voy-

agers discerned with their glasses, upon one of the near-

est of these islands, about tjiirty of the natives, men, wo-
men, and children, all standing together, and looking

with great attention at the ship. This was the first

instance of curiosity that hnd been observed among the

people of the counliy. The present Indian spectators

were entirely naked. Their hair was short, and (lieir

complexion the same with that of such of the inhabitants

as had been seen before.

• In navigating the coast of New South Wales, where
the sea in all parts conceals shoals, which suddenly pro-

ject from the shore, and rocks, that rise abruptly like a

pyramid from the bottom, our commander had hitherto

conducted his vessel in safety, for an extent of tv\o-and-

twenty degrees of latitude, being more than one thousand
and three hundred miles. But, on the 10th of June, as

he was pursuing his course from a bay to whicli he had
given the name of Trinity Bay, the Endeavour fell into a

situation as critical and dangerous as any that is recorded
in the history of navigation; a history which abounfls

with perilous adventures, and almost miraculous escapes.

Our voyagers were now near the latitude assigned to il'.e

islands that were discovered bv Quiros, and which, with-

out sufficient reason, some geographers have thought
proper to join to this land. The ship had the advanti'oe

of a fine breeze, and a clear moonlight night; at'd n

standing off fiom six till near nine o'clock, she had deep-



96 CAPTAIN coon's

cned her water from fourteen to twenty-one fathom. J'.it

while our navigators were at supper, it suddenly shoaled,

and they fell into twelve, ten, and eight fathom, vvithiu

the compass of a few minutes. Mr. Cook immediately
ordered every man to his station, and all was ready lo

put about and come to an anchor, when deep water being

met with a^ain at the ne.xt cast of the lead, it was cou-

chided that the vessel had gone over the tail of the shoals

which had been seen at sun-set, and that the danger v\;i3

now- over. This idea of security was confirmed b}' the

water's continuinij to deepen to twenty and twenty-one
filhom, so that the gentlemen left the deck in great tran-

quillity, and xvent to bed. However, a little before eleven,

the water shoaled at once from twenty to seventeen
fithom, and before the lead could he cast again, the ship

struck, and remained immo\ cable, excepting so far as si e

was influenced by the iieaving of the surge, that beat her

against the crags of the rock upon which she la}-. A few
moments brought every person upon deck, with counte
nances suited to the horrors of the situation. As our peo»

pie knew, from the breeze which they had in the evening,

tliat they could not be very near the shore, there was too

much reason to conclude that tliey were upon a rock of

coral, which, on account of the sharpness of its points, and
t!io roughness of its surface, is moie fatal than any other
On examining the depth of wafer round the ship, it was
speedily discovered, that the misfortune of our vovagers
was equal to their apprehensions. The vessel had been
lifted over a ledge of the rock, and lay in a hollow within
it, in some places of which hollow- there «ere from three to

four fathom, and in others not so many feet of water. To
complete the scene of distress, it appeared, from the light

of the moon, that the sheathing boards from the bottom
of the ship were floating aw-ay all around her, and at last

her ful.~e keel; so that every moment was making wav for

the whole company's being swallowed up by the rushing
in of the sea. There was now no chance but to lighten

her, and the opportunity had unhappily been lost of doing
it to the best advantage; for, as the Endeavour had gone
a.'^hore just at high water, and by this time if had consid-

erably fallen, she would, when lightened, be but in th.e

eamc situation as at first. The onlv alleviation of thi.^
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circumstance was, that as the tide ebbed, the vessel set-

tled to the rocks, and was not beaten against them with
so much violence. Our people had, indeed, some hope
f'om the next tide, though it was doubtful whether the
ship would hold together so long, especially as the rock
kept grating part of her bottom with such force as to be
heard in the fore store-room. No effort, however, was
remitted from despair of success. That no time might be
lost, the water was immediately started in the hold, and
pumped up; si.\ guns, being all that were upon the deck,
H quantity of iron and stone ballast, casks, hoop-staves,

oil jars, decayed stores, and a variety of things besides,

were thrown overboard with the utmost expedition. Ev-
ery one exeried himself, not only without murmuring and
discontent, but even with an alacrity which almost ap-

proached to cheerfulness. So sensible, at (he same time,

were the men of the awfuhiess of tiieir situation, that nol

an oath was heard among them, the detestable Isabit of

profane swearing being instantly subdued by the dread of

iircurring guilt when a speedy death was in view.

While Lieutenant Cook and all the people about him
were thus employed, the opening of ti.e morning of the

llthof June presented them with a fuller prospect ot'

their danoer. The land was seen by them at about eight

leagues distance, without any island in the intermediate

epace, upon which, if the ship had gone to pieces, they

might have been set ashore by the boats, and carried

thence by ditferent turns to the main. Gradually, how-
ever, the wind died away, and, early in the forenoon, it

became a dead calm; a circumstance this, peculiarly hap-

py in the order of Divine Providence; for if it had blown
hard, the vessel must inevitably have been destroyed.

High water being expected at eleven in the morning, and

every thing being made ready to heave her off if she

should float, to the inexpressible surprise and concern of

our navigators, so much did the day tide fall short of that

of the night, that though they had lightened the ship

nearly fifty ton, she did not float by a foot and a half.

Hence it became necessary to lighten her still more, arid

every thing was thrown oveiboard that could possibly be

spared. Hitherto the Endeavour had not admitted much
water; but as the tide fell, it rushed in to fast, that she

Vol. 1. 7
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could scarcely be kept free, though two pumps were in

cessantly worked. There were now no hopes but from

the tide at midnight, to prepare for taking the advantage

of which the most vigorous efforts were exerted. Aboi;t

five o'clock in the afternoon the tide began to rise, but, at

the same time, the leak increased to a most alarming de-

gree. Two more pumps, therefore, were manned, one of

which unhappily would not work, three pumps, ho\\e\er,

were kept going, and at nine o'clock the ship righted.

Nevertheless, the leak had gained so considerably upon
her, that it was imagined that she must go to the bottom
as soon as she ceased to be supporled by the rock. It

was, indeed, a dreadful circumstance to our commander
and his people, that they were obliged to anticipate the

lloating of the vessel, not as an earnest of their delixer-

ance, but as an event which probably would precipitate

their destruction. They knew that tlieir boats were not

capable of carrying the whole of them on shore, and (hal

when the dreadful crisis should arrive, all command and
subordination being at an end, a contest for preference

might be expected, which would increase even the hor-

rors of shipwreck, and turn their rage against each other.

Some of them were sensible that if they sliould escape fo

the main land, they were likely to suffer more upon il;e

whole, than those who would be left on board to perif^li

in the waves. The latter would only be exposed to in-

stant death; whereas the former, when they got on shore,

would have no lasting or effectual defence against the na-

tives, in a part of the country where even nets and fiie-

arms could scarcely furnish- them with food. But suppos-

ing that they should find the means of subsistence, how hor-

rible must be their stale, to be condemned to languish out

the remainder of their lives in a desolate wilderness, with-

out the possession of hope of domestic comfort; and to

be cut off from all commerce with mankind, excepting
that of the naked savages, who prowl the desert, and who
perhaps are some of the most rude and uncivilized inhab-
itants of the earth!

The dreadful moment which was to determine the fate

of our voyagers now drew on; and every one saw, in llie

counlenances of his companions, the picture of his own
sensations. Not, however, giving way to despair, the
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lieutenant ordered the capstan and windlass to be manned
with as many hands as could be spared from the pumps,
and the ship having floated about twenty minutes afrer ten

o'clock, the grand elfort was made, and she was heaved

into deep water. It was no small consolation to find, that

she did not now admit of more water than she had done

when upon the rock. By the gaining, indeed, of the leak

upon the pumps, three feet and nine inches of water were

in the hold; notwithstanding which, the men did not re-

linquish their labour. Thus they held the water as it were

at bav: but having endured excessive fatigue of body, and
agitation of mind, tor more than twenty-four hours, and

aU this being attended with little hope of final success,

thev began, at length, to flag. None of them could work
at the pump above five or six minutes together, after

which, being totally exhausted, they threw themselves

down upon the deck, though a stream of water, between

three and four inches deep, was running over it from the

pumps. When those who succeeded them had worked
their time, and in their turn uere exhausted, they threw

Ihemsclves down in the same manner, and tlie others

ijtarted up again, to' renew their labour. While thus they

were employed in relieving each other, an accident was
very nearly putting an immediate end to all their efforts.

The planking which lines the ship's bottom is called the

ceiling, between which and the outside planking there is

a Space of about eighteen inches. Froni this ceiling only,

the man who had hitherto attended the well had takea
the depth of the water, and had given the measure ac-

cordingly. But, upon his being relieved, the person who
came in his room reckoned the depth to the outside

plankinff, which had the appearance of the leak's having

gained upon the pumps eicrhteen inches in a few minutes.

The mistake, however, was soon detected; and the acci-

dent, which in its commencement was very formidable to

them, became, in fact, highly advantageous. Such was
the joy which every man felt, at finding his situation bet-

ter than his fears had suggested, that it operated with

wonderful energy, and seemed to possess him with a

strong persuasion that scarcely any real danger remained.

New confidence and new hope in.=pired fresh vigour; and

the efforts of the men were c.xcrtcd with so much alacrity
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and spirif, that before eight o'clock in the morning the

pumps had gained considerably upon the leak. All the

conversation now turned upon carrying the siiip into some
harbour, as a thing not to be doubted; and as hands could

be spared from the puuips, they were employed in getting

np tiie anchors. It being found impossible to save the lit-

tle bower anchor, it was cut away at a whole cable, and

the cable of the stream anchor was lost among the rocks;

but, in the situation of our people, these were trifles which

scarcely attracted their notice. The fore-top ma.st and

fore-yard were ne.\t erected, and there being a breeze

from the sea, the Endeavour, at eleven o'clock, got once

more under sail, and stood for the land.

Notwithstanding these favourable circumstances, our

voyagers were still very far from being in a state of safe-

ty. It was not possible long to continue the labour by

wiiich the pumps had been made to gain upon the leak ; and

as the exact place of it coi;ld not be discovered, there was
no hope of stopping it within. At this crisis, Mr. Monk-
house, one of the midshipmen, came to Lieutenant Cook,
and proposed an expedient he had once seen used on board

a merchant ship, which had sprung a leak that admitted

more than four feet water in an hour, and w hich b}' this

means had been safely brought from Virginia to London.
To Mr Monkhouse, therefore, the care of the expedient,

which is called fotheriiig the ship, was, with proper assist-

ance, committed, and his method of proceeding was as

follows. He took a lower studding sail, and 'having mix-

ed togeihef a large quantify of oakham and wool, he

stitched it dov.n as tightly as possible, in handsful upon
the sail, and spread over it the dung of the sheep of the'

vessel and other filth. The sail being thus prepared, \l

was hauled under the ship's bottom by ropes, which kept

it extended. When it came under the leak, the suction

that carried in the water, carried in with it the oakham
and woe! from the surface of the sail. In other parts the

water was not sufficient!)' agitated to washoS'the oak-
l;am and the wool. The success of the expedient was
answerable to the warmest expectations; for hereby the

I'jak was so far reduced, that, instead of gaining upon
three pumps, it was easily kept under with one. Here
waa such a new source of confidence and conifoil, that
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our people r/ir.ld scarcely lin.ve exprfs^ed iiior* joy if il:ey

hnd hcoii ;ilie;idy in port. l! liad lately been the utmost
object of their iiope, to run (he ship asiiore in some har-

bour, either of an island or the main, and to build a ves-

Fe! out of her niaierials, to carr^y them to the East Indies.

Nothing, ho'.vever, was now thought of but to range along

the coast in search of a convenient place to repair the dam-
age the Endeavour had sustained, and then to prosecute

the voyage upon the same plan as if no impediment had hap-
pened. In justice and gratitude to the ship's company, and
the gentlemen on board. Mr. CooU has recorded, that al-

though in the midst of their distress all of them seemed to

have a just sense of their danger, no man gave way to pas-

sionate e.vclamations, or frantic gestures. " Every one ap-
peared to have the perfect po.=session of his mind, and ev-

ery one exerted himself to the utmost, with a quiet and
patient perseverance, equally distant from the tumultuous
violence of terror, and the gloom}- iiiactiviiv of despair."

Thonoh the lieutenant had said nothing of himself, it is

well known that his own composure, fortitude, and activ-

ity, were equal to the greatness of the occasion.

To compleie the history of this wonderful preservation,

it is necessary to bring forward a circumstance wliich

could not be discovered till the ship v as laid down to be

repaired. It was tlien found, that one of her holes, which
was large enotgh to have sunk our iiavigalors, if they had
had eight puicps instead of four, and had beer> able to

keep them iuvessauily going, was in a gieat measure filled

up by a fragment of the rock upon which the Endeavour
bad struck. To this singular event, therefore, it was
owing, that the water did not pour in wilh a violence which
must speedily ha\e invohed the Endeavour and all her
coiTipany in ine\itab'e destruction.

Hitherto none of the names, by which our commander
had distinguished the several parts of the country seen by
him, were memorials of distress. But the anxiety and
danger, which he and his people had now experienced,

induced him to call a point now in siwht, which lay to the

northward. Cape Tribulation.

The next obj(Mt, af'er this event, v.as to look out for a

harbour, where the defects of the ship nvght be repaired,

and the vessel put into proper order for future navigation.

Vol I.
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On tlie 14;li, a ^inall liarbour was liappilv clisco'.ered,

wliich was excellently adapted to the purpose. It was,

indeed, remarkable, that, during the whole course of the

voyage, our people had seen no place which, in their pre-

sent circumstances, could have aiforded them the same re-

lief. They could not, ho-.\evcr, immediately get into it'

and in the midst of all their joy for their une.xpecled de-

liverance, they had not forgotten that there was nothing

but a lock of wool between them and destruction.

At this time the scurvy, with many formidable symp-
toms, began to make its appearance among our naviga-

tors. Tupia, in particular, was so grieviously affected

with the disease, that all the remedies prescribed by the

surgeon could not retard its progress. Mr. Green, the

astronomer, was aUo upon the decline. These and other

circumstances embittered the delay which prevented our

commander and his companions from getting on shore,

[n the morning of the 17th, though the wind was still

fresh, the lieutenant ventured to weigh, and to put in for

the harbour, the entrance inio vvhich was by a very nar-

row channel. In making I he attempt, the ship was twice

run aground. At the tirst time, -he went off without any
trouble, but the second lime she stuck fast. Neverthe-
less, by proper exertions, in conjunction with the rising of
the tide, she lioaled about one o'clock in the afternoon,

and was soon warped into the harbour. The succeeding
day was employed in erecting tvvo tents, in landing the

provisions and stores, and in making every preparation

for repairing the damages which the Endeavour had sus-

tained. In the meanwhile, Mr. Cook, wlio had ascended
one of the highest hills that overlooked the harbour, was
by no means entertained with a comfortable prospect; the

low land near the river being wholly overrun with man-
groves, among which the salt water tlows at every tide,

and the high land appearing to be altoijether stony and
barren. Mr. Banks also took a walk up the countrv, and
met with the frames of several old Indian houses, and
places where the natives, though not recently, had dress-

ed shell fish. The boat, \vhich had this day been des-

patched to haul the seine, v.ifii a vie.v of procuring some
fish for the refreshment of the sick, returned without suc-
ces?. Tupia was more fortunate. Having employed
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niinself in anojling, and lived entirely upon what he caught,
he recovered in a surpris.ng degree. Mr. Green, to the

regret of his friends, exhibited no symptoms of returning

health.

On the 19th Mr. Banks crossed the river, to take a far-

ther view of the country, which he found to consist prin-

cipally of sand hills. Some Indian houses were seen by
him, that appeared to have been very lately inhabited,

and in his walk he met with large flocks of pigeons and
crovvs. The pigeons were exceedingly beautiful. Of
these he shot several; but the crows, which were exactly
like those in England, were so shy that they never came
within the reach of his gun.

It was not till the 22d, that the tide so far left the En-
dea\our, as to give our peojde an opportunity of examin-
ing her leak. In the place where it was found, the rocks
had made their way tlirough four planks, and even into

the timbers. Three more planks were greatly damaged,
and there was something very extraordinary in the appear
ance of the breaches. Not a splmter was to be seen, but

all was as smooth as if the whole had been cut away by
in instrument. It was a peculiarly happy circumstance
lliat the timbers were here very close, since otherwise tiie

ship could not possibly have been saved. Now also it

was that the fragment of the rock was discovered, which,
bv sticking in the leak of the vessel, had been such a

providential instrument of her preservation.

On the same day, some of the people who had been
sent to shoot pigeons for the sick, and who had discover-

ed many Indian houses, and a fine stream of fresh water,

reported, at their return, that they had seen an animal as

lirge as a greyiioimd, of a slender make, of a mouse col-

OIM-, and extremely swiff. As the lieutenant was walking,

on the morning of tiie 21th, at a little distance from the

ship, he had an opportunity of seeing an animal of the

same kind. From the description he gave of it, and
from an imperfect view which occurred to Mr. BaiJcs, the

latter gentleman was of opinion that its species was iiith-

erto unknown.
Tiie position of the ' issel, while she was refitting for

sea, was very near depi ring the world of that botanical

knortledgc which Mr. I inks had procured at the expense
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of so much labour, and such various perils. For the

greater security of tiie curious collection of plants which
he had made during the whole voyage, he had removed
them into the bread room. This room is in the after part

of the ship, the head of which, for the purpose of repair-

ing her, was laid much higher than the stern. No one
having thought of the danger to which this circumstance

might expose the plants, they were found to be under wa-
ter. However, by the e.xercise of unremitting care anc
attention, the larger part of them were restored to a sfa.te

of preservation.

On the 29th of June, at two o'clock in the morning,

Mr. Cook, in conjunction with Mr. Green, observed an

emersion of Jupiter's lir.st satellite. The time here was
2h 18 53 , which gave the longitude of the place at 21-1^

42 30 west: its latitude is 15" 26 south. The next

morning the lieutenant sent some of the young genlleme;i

to take a plan of the harbour, whilst he himself ascended

a hill, that he might gain a full prospect of the sea: and
it was a prospect \\hich presented him with a lively vie-.v

of the difficulties of his si'uation. To his great concern
he saw innumerable sand-banks and shoals, lying in every

direction of the coast. Some of them extended as far n.*

he could discern with his g'ass, and many of them did but

just rise above water. To t!ie northward there >vas an
appearance of a passage, and this was the only direction

in which our commaiider could hope to get clear, in the

prpsecution of liis voyage; for, as the wind blew constant-

ly from the south-east, to return by the southward «ould
have been extremely difiicult, if not absolutely impossible.

On this and the preceding day, our people had been very
successful in hauling the seine. The supply of fish wa<
80 great, that the lientenat was now able to distribute

two pounds and a half to each mr.n. A quantity of greens
having likewise been gathered, he ordered them to be
boiled with the peas. Hence an excellent mess was pro-
duced, which, in conjunction with the fish, atlbrded an uti-

epeakable refreshment to the whole of the ship's com-
pany.

Early in the morning of the 2d of July, Li^ulcnar:t

Cook sent the master out of the harbour, in the pinnace,
to sound about the shonls. and to search for a channel to
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(he iioitli\v.iril. A seroiu] attempt, wliicli was nuide this

tiav, to heave ofi'the ship, was as unsuccessful as a former
one had been. The next day the master returned, and
reported, that he had found a passage out to sea, between
the shoals. On one of these shoals, which consisted of
coral rocks, many of which were dry at Jow water, he
had landed, and foimd there cockles, of so enormous a
size, that a single cockle was more than two men could
eat. At the same place he met with a variety of other
shell fish, and brought back with him a plentiful supply
for the use of his fellow voyagers. At high water, this

day, another eflbrt was made to float the ship, which hap-
pily succeeded; but it being found that she had sprung a
plank between decks, it became necessary to la)' her
asiiorc a second time. The lieutenant, being anxious to at-

tain a perfect knowledge of the state of the vessel, got one
of the carpenter's crew, a man in whom he could conhde, to

dhe, on the 5th, to her bottom, that he m,ght examine the

palce where the sheathing had been rubbed olf. His re-

port, which was that three streaks of the sheathing, about
eight feet long-, were wanting, and that the main plank had
been a little rubbed, was perfectly agreeable to the account
that had been given before by the master and others, who
had made the same examination; and our commander had
the con.solation offinding, that, in the opinion of the carpen-
ter, this matter would be of little consequence. The oth-

er damage, therefore, being repaired, the sliip was again
floated at high water, and all hands were employed in

taking the stores on board, and in putting her into a con-
dition for proceeding on her voyage. To the harbour in

which s!ie was refitted for the sea, Mr. Cook gave the name
of the Endeavour River.

On the morning of the 6lh, Mr. Banks, accompanied
by Liutenant Gore, and three men, set out in a small boat
up the river, with a view of spending a few days in exaiii-

ining the country. In this expedition nothing escaped his

notice which rehited either to tlie natural history or the

inhabitants of the places he visited. Though he met with
undoubted proofs that several of the natives were at no
great distance, none of them came within sight. Having
found, upon the whole, that the country did not promise
much advantage from a farther search, he and his party
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re-eniliarkoi.1 in tlieir boat, and returned on the S(li lo (lie

ship. During their excursion, they had slept upon the

ground in perfect security, and .without once reflecting

upon the danger thev wouki have incurred, if, in that situ-

ation, they had been discovered -liv tiie Indians.

Lieutenant Cook had not been satisfied with the ac-

count which the master had given of his having traced a

passage between the shoals, into the sea. He sent him
out, therefore, a second time, upon the same business;

and, on his return, he made a different report. Having
been seven leagues out at sea, the master was now of

opinion that there was no such passage as he had before

imagined. His expedition, however, thougli in this re-

spect unsuccessful, was not wholly without its advantage.

On the very rock where he had seen the large cockles,

he met with a great number of turtle; and though he had
no better instrument than a boat-hook, three of them
were caught, which together weighed seven hundred and
ninety-one pounds. An attempt, which, by the order of

the lieutenant was made the next morning, tf) obtain some
more turtle, failed through the misconduct of the same of-

ficer who had been so fortunate on the preceding day.

Hitherto the natives in this part of the country had ea-

gerly avoided holding any intercourse with our people:

but at length their minds, through the good management
of Mr. Cook, became more favourably disposed. Four of

them having appeared, on the 10(h,in a small canoe, and
seeming to be busily employed in striking fish, some of the

.ship's company were for going over to them in a boat.

This, however, the lieutenant would not permit, repeated

experience having convinced him that it was more likely to-

prevent than to procure an interview. He determined to

pursue a contrary method, and to try what could be done bv
letting them alone, and not appearing to make them, in the

least degree, the objects of his notice. So suecesslul was
this plan, that after some preparatory intercourse, thev
came alongside the ship, without expressing any fear or

d-strust. The conference was carried on, by signs, with

the utmost cordiality till dinner-time, when, being invited

by our peoT^le to go with them and partake of their pro-

vision, they declined it, and went away in their canoe.

One of these Indians was somewhat about the middle
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Q?e; the tliree others were vounw. Their siatur; was of

the common size, but tlieir limbs were remarkably small.

The colour of their skin was a dark chocola!e. TlieT
hair was black, but not woolly; ami their features were
fiir from being disagreeable. They had lively eye;;, and
their teeth were even and white. The tones of their voi-

ces were soft and musical, and there was a flexibility in

their organs of speech, which enabled them to repeat, with

great facility, many of the words pronounced bv the Eng-
hsh.

On the ne.\t morning our voyagers had another visit

from four of the natives. Tliree of them were the same
who had appeared the day before, but the fourth was a

stranger, to whom his companions gave the name of Y.i-

parco. He was distinguished by a very peculiar orna-

ment. This was the bone of a bird, nearly as thick as a

man's finger, and five or six inches long, which he had
thrust into a hole, made in the gristle that divides the

nostrils. An instance of the like kind, and only one, had
been seen in Neu-Zealaiid. It was found, however, that

among all these people the same part of the nose was
perforated; that thev had holes in their ears; and tliat

they had bracelets, made of plaited hair, upon the upper
part of their arms. Thus tlie love of ornament takes

place among them, though they are absolutely destitute

of apparel.

Three Indians, on the 12lh, ventured down to Tupia's

tent, and were so well pleased with their reception, tint

one of tl'.em went with his canoe, to fetch two others,

w ho had never been seen by the English. On his return,

he introduced the strangers by name, a ceremony which
was ne\er omitted upon such occasions. From a farther

acquaintance with the natives, it was found, that the col-

our of their skins was not s6 dark as had at first been ap-

prehended, and that all of them were remarkably clean

limbed, and extremely active and nimble. Their language
appeared to be more harsh than that of the islanders in

the South Sea.

On the 14th, Mr. Gore had the good fortune to kill one
of the animals before mentioned, and which had been the

subject of much speculation. It is called by the native?

Kangaroo; and when dressed proved most excellent meat
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Indeed, our navi'.'-itors rniglit now be said io fare suiiiptii-

ously every day; for they had turtle in great plenty, and it

was agreed that these were far superior to any which our
people had ever fasted in England. This the gentlemen
justly imputed to their being eaten fresh from the sea, be-
fore iheir natural fat had been wasted, or their juiccg

changed, by the situation and (l;8t they are exposed to

when kept in tubs. Most of the turtle here caught were
of the kind called green turtle, and their weigiit was from
two to three hundred pounds.

In the morning of the 16th, while the men were en-
gaged in their usual employment of getting the ship ready
for the sea, our commander climbed one of the heights on
ihe north side of the river, and obtained from it an exten-
sive view of the inland country, which he found agreea-
bly diversified by hills, valleys, and large plains, that in

many places were richly covered with wood. This even-
ing, the lieutenant and Mr. Green observed an emersi<ti

of the first satellite of Jupiter, which gave 214" 53' 45'

of longitude. The observation taken on the 29th of.June
had given 214= 48' 30'; and the mean was 214= 48' 7.i'',

being the longitude of the place west of Greenwich.
On tne 17th, Mr. Cook sent the master and one of t],t;

mates in the pinnace, to search for a channel north war.;:

after which, accompanied by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solai;-

der, he went into the woods on the other side of the w.i-

ter. In this excursion, the gentlemen had a further op-
portunity of iinproving their acquaintance with the Ii-

.iians, who by degrees became so familiar, that sever;il of
thein the ne.xt day ventured on board the ship. Thero
•he lieutenant left them, apparently much entertained,

that he might go with Mr. Banks to take a farther sur-

vey of the country, and especially to indulge an anxiou.s

curiosity they had, of looking roynd about them upon M.o

sea; of which they earnestly wished, but scarcely dared lo

hope, that they might obtain a favourable and encourag-
ing prospect. When, after having walked along the shore
seien or eight miles to the northward, thev ascended a

ve.'v higli hdl, the view which presented itself to them in-

spired notiiing but melancholy apprehensions. In eve; v

direjtion they saw rocks and shoals without number, and
thero appeared to be no passage out to sea, but through
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the windinar channels between them, the navigation of
which could not be accomplished witliout the utmost de-
gree of difficulty and danger. The spirits of the two gen-
tlemen were not raised by this excursion.

On the 19th, our voyagers were visited by ten of the

natives, and six or seven more were seen at a distance,

chieily women, who were as naked as the male inhabil-

ants of the country. There being at that time a number
of turtles on the deck of the ship, the Indians who came
on board were determined to get one of them, and ex-

pressed great disappointment and anger when our people

refused to comply with their wishes. Several attempts

were made by them to secure what they wanted, by
force; but all their efforts proving unsuccessful, they sud-

denly leaped into their canoe in a transport of rage, and
paddled towards the shore. The lieutenant, v\ith Mr.
Banks, and five or six of the ship's crew, immediately
went into the boat, and got ashore, where many of the

English were engaged in various employments. As soon

as the natives reached the land, they seized their arms,
which had been laid up in a tree, and having snatch-

ed a brand from under a pitch kettle that was boiling,

made a circuit to the windward of the few things our

people had on shore, and with surprising quickness and
dexterity set tire to the grass in their v\ay. The grass,

which was as dry as stubble, and five or six feet high,

burnt with surprising fury; and a tent of Mr. Banks'
would have been destroyed, if that gentleman had not

immediately got some of the men to save it, by hauling it

down upon the beach. Every part of the smith's forge

that would burn was consumed. This transaction was
followed by another of the same nature. In spite of
threats and entreaties, the Indians went to a different

place, where several of the Endeavour's crew were wash-
ing, and where the seine, the other nets, and a large

quantity of linen were laid out to dry, and again set fire

to the grass. The audacity of this fresh attack rendered
it necessary that a musket, loaded with small shot, should

be discharged at one of them, who being wounded at the

distance of about forty yards, they all betook thenisehes

to (light. Ill the last instance the fire was extir>guishcd>''

before it had made any con.=iderablc progress; but where
Vol. I.
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it had first began, it spread far into the woods. The na-
tives being still in sight, Mr. Cook, to convince tlseni that

tlie}' had not yet gotten out of his reach, fired a musket,
charged with ball, a-breast of them among the mangroves,
upon which they quickened their pace, and were soon out

of view. It was now expected that they would have
given our navigators no farther trouble; but in a little

time their voices were heard in the woods, and it was
perceived that they came nearer and nearer. The lieu-

tenant, therefore, together with Mr. Banks, and three or

four more persons, set out to meet them; and tiie result

of the interview, in consequence of the prudent and le-

nient conduct of our commander and his friends, was a

complete reconciliation. Soon after the Indians went
away, the woods were seen to be on fire at the distance

of about two miles. This accident, if it had happened a
little sooner, might have produced dreadful etlects; for

the powder had been but a few days on board, and it w as

not many hours that the store tent, with all the valuable

things contained in it had been remo\ed. From the fury

with which the grass w ould burn in this hot climate, and
the difficulty of extinguishing the fire, our voyagers de-

termined never to e.xpose themselves to the like danger
but to clear the ground around them, if ever again they
should be under the necessity of pitching their tents in

such a situation.

In the evening of this day, when every thing was gotten

on board the ship, and she was nearly ready for sailing,

the master returned with the disagreeable account that

there was no passage for her to the northward. The
next morning, the lieutenant himself sounded and buoyed
the bar. At this time, all the hills for many miles round
were on fire, and the appearance they assumed at night

was eminently striking and splendid.

In an excursion w hich was made by Mr. Banks, on the

23d, to gather plants, he found the greatest part of the

cloth that had been given to the Indians lying in a heap
together. This, as well as the trinkets which had been
bestowed upon them, they probably regarded as useless

lumber. Indeed, they seemed to set little value on any
<hing possessed liy our people, excepting their turtle; and
that was a commodity which could not be spared.
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As Lieutenant Cook was prevented by blowing weatlier

fiom attempting to get out to sea, Mr. Banks and Dr. So-
lander seized another opportunity, on the 24lh, of pursu-

ing their botanical researches. Having traversed tho

woods the greater pan of the day without success, as

they were returning through a deep valley, they discov-

ered lying upon the ground several marking nuts, the

anacarditmi orientale. Animated with the hope of meet-
ing with the tree that bore them, a tree which perhaps no
European botanist had ever seen, the3' sought for it with

great diligence and labour, but to no purpose. While
Mr. Banks was again gleaning the country, on the "ifith,

to enlarge his treasure of natural history, he had the eood
fortune to take an animal of the opossum tribe, together

with two young ones It was a female, and, though not

exactly of the same species, much resembled the remark-
able animal which Mons. De Buflbn hath described by
the name of phalanger.

On the morning of the 29th, the weather becoming
calm, and a light breeze having sprung up by land, Lieu-
tenant Cook sent a boat to see what water was upon the

bar, and all things were made ready for putting to sea.

But, on the return of the boat, the officer reported, that

there were only thirteen feet of water on the bar. As
the ship drew thirteen feet six inches, and the sea breeze

set in again in the evening, all hope of sailing on that day
was given up. The weather being more moderate on the

31st, the lieutenant had thoughts of' trying to warp the

vessel out of the harbour; but upon going out himself in

the boat, he found that the wind still blew so fresh that it

would not be proper to make the attempt. A disagreea-

ble piece of intelligence occurred on the succeeding dav.

The carpenter, who had examined the pumps, reported
that they were all of them in a state of decay. One of
them was so rotten that, when hoisted up, it dropped to

pieces, and the rest were not in a much better condition.

The chief confidence, therefore, of our navigators, was
now in the soundness of the ship; and it was a happy cir-

cumstance, that she did not admit more than one inch of
water in an hour.

Early on the 3d of August, another unsuccessful at-

tempt was made to warp the \cssel out of the harbour:
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but in the morning of the next day Ifie efi'oits of our voy-

agers were more prosperous, and the Endeavour got once
more under sail with a light air from the land, which soon
died away, and was followed by sea bree/.es from south-

east by south. Witn the-e breezes the ship stood off to

sea, east by north, liaving tne pinnace ahead, which was
ordered to keep sounding witlicit intermission. A little

before noon the lieutenant anchored in fifteen fathom wa-
tei-, with a sandy bottom; the reason of which was, that

he did not think it safe to run in among the shoals, till,

by taking a view of them from the mast-head at low wa-
ter, he might be able to form some judgment which way
it uould he proper for him to steer. This was a matter
of nice and arduous determination. As yet Mr. Cook was
in doubt, whether he should beat back to the southward,
round all the shoals, or seek a passage to the eastward ot

the northward: nor was it possible to say, whether each
of these courses might not be attended with equal difficul-

ty and danger.

T!ie impartiality and humanity of Lieutenant Cook's
conduct in the distribution of provisions ought not to pass
unnoticed. AV'hatever turtle or other tish were caught,
they were always equally divided among the whole ship's

crew, the meanest person on board having the same share
with the lieutenant liimself He hath justly observed,
that this is a rule which e\ery commander will find it his

interest to follow, in any voyage of asirnihir nature.

Great difficulties occurred in the navigation from the

Endeavour river. On the 5th of August the lieutenant

had not kept his course long, before shoals were discover-

ed in every quarter, which obliged him, as night approach-
ed, to come to an anchor. In the morning of the 6th,

there was so strong a gale, that our voyagers were pre-

vented from weighing. When it was low-water, Mr.
Cook, with several of his officers, kept a look-out at tlie

mast-head, to see if any passage could be disco\ered be-

tween the shoals. Nothing, however, was in view, ex-

cepting breakers, which e.vtended from the soulh round
by the east as far as to the north-west, and reached out

to sea, beyond the sight of anv of the gentlemen. It did

not appear that these breakers were caused by one con-

tinued shoal, but by several, which lay detached from each
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Other. On that w'lich was farthest to the eastward, the

sea broke very high, so that the lieutenant was induced

to think that it was the outermost shoal. He was now
convinced, that there was no passage to sea, but through

the labyrinth formed by these shoals; and, at the sanie

time, he was wholly at a loss what course to steer, when
the weather should permit the vessel to sail. The mas-
ter's opinion was, that our navigators should beat back
the wa}' they came; but as the wind blew strongly, and
almost without intermission, from that quarter, this would
have been an endless labour: and yet, if a passage could

not be found to the northward, there was no other alter-

native. Amidst these anxious deliberations, the gale in-

creased, and continued with little remission till the nioin-

ing of the 10th, when the weather becoming more moder-
ate, our commander weighed, and stood in for the land.

He had now come to a final determination of seeking a

passage along the shore to the northward.

In pursuance of this resolution, the Endeavour proceed-

ed in iier course, and at noon came betueen the farther-

most headland that lay in sight, and three islands which
were four or five leagues to the north of it, out at sea.

Here our navigators thought they saw a clear opening he-

fore them, and began to hope that they were once more
out of danger. Of this hope, however, they were soon

deprived, on which account the lieutenant gave to the

headland the name of Cape Flattery. After he had steer-

ed some time along the shore, for what was believed to

be the open channel, the- petty officer at the mast-head
cried aloud, that he saw land a-head, which e.\: ended
quite round to the three islands, and that" between the

ship and them there was a large reef. Mr. Cook, upon
this, ran up to the niast-l'.ead himself, and plainly discern-

ed the reef, v.hich was so far to the windw ard that it

could not be weathered. As to the land which the petty

officer had supposed to be the main, our commander was
of opinion that it was only a cluster of small islands. The
master, and some others who went up the mast-head after

the lieutenant, were entirely of a different opinion. All

of them were positive that the land in sight did'not con-

sist of islands, but that it was a part cf the m^in: and
they rendered their report still more alarming, by addmg.

Vol. I. ti
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that they saw breakers round them on e\er} s;d'>. In i

situation so critical and doubtful, Mr. Cook ihouy^S'

proper to come to an anchor, under a high point, whicii

he immediately ascended, that he might have a farthor

view of the sea and the country. The prospect he had
from this place, which he called Point Look-out, clearly

confirmed him in his former opinion; the justness of whi^h

displayed one of the numerous instances, wherein it wa.»

manifest, how much he exceeded the people about him in

the sagdcity of hi.-- iud<jiiient <onrerning matters of navi-

gation.

The lieutenant, beins anxious to discover more distinct

ly the situation of the slioals, and the channel between
them, determined to visi! the northernmost and largest of

the three islands before mentioned; which, from its height,

and its lying five leagues out to sea, was peculiarly adapt-

ed to his purpose. Accordingly, in company with Mr
Banks, whose fortitude and curiosity stimulated him \q

take a share in every undertaking, he set out in the pin.

nace, on the morning of the eleventh, upon tliis expedi-

tion. He sent, at the same time, the master in the yawl
to sound between the low islands and the main land.

About one o'clock, the gentlemen reached the place of

their destination, and iitunediaiely, with a mixture of ho[)c;

and fear, proportioned to the importance of the busines-^,

and the uncertainty of the event, ascended the highest

hill they could tind. When the lieutenant took a survey

of the prospect around him, he discovered, on the outside

of the islands, and at the distance of two or three leagues

from them, a reef of rocks, upon which the sea broke in

a dreadful surf, and \vhich extended farther than his sight

could reach. Hence, however, he collected, that th^re

were no shoals beyond them; and, as he perceived .seve-

ral breaks or openincrs in the reef, and deep water between
that and the islands, he entertained hopes of getting

without the rocks. But though he sav. reason to indulge,

in some degree, this expectation, the haziness of the
weather prevented him from obtaining that satisfactory

intelligence which he ardently desired. He determined,
therefore, by staying all night upon the island, to try

whether the next day would not afford him a more distinct

and comprshansive prospect. Accordingly, the gentle-
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men took up tlieir lodgings under llic slicl'er of a liush,

wliic!) grew upon tlie beach. Not many iioiirs were dri-

vofcd by them to sleep; for, at three in the morning, Mr.
Cook moun'ed the hill a second time, but liad the morti-

fication of finding the weather much more hazy than it

had been on the preceding day. He had earh' sent the

pinnace, with one of the mates, to sound between the isl-

and and the reefs, and to examine what appeared to be a

channel through them. The male, in consequence of i!s

blowing liard, did not dare to venture into the channel,

which he reported to be very narrow. Nevertheless, our

commander, who judged, from the description of the place,

that it had been seen to disadvantage, was not discourag-

ed bv this account.

While the lieutenant was engaged in his survey, Mr
Banks, always attentive to the ^reat object of natural his-

tory, collected some plants which he had never inet with

before. No animals were perceived upon the place, ex-

cepting lizards, for which reason the gentlemen gave it

the name of Lizard Island. In their return to the ship,

they landed on a low, sandy island, that had trees upon
it, and which abounded with an incredible number of birds,

principally sea-fowl. Here they Ibund tiie nest of an e.i-

gle, and the nest of some other bird, of what species they

could not distinguish; but it must certainly be one of the

/argest kinds that exist. This was apparent from the

enormous size of the nest, which was built with sticks

upon the ground, and was no less than six and twenty
feet in circumference, and two feet eight inches in heigh).

The spot which the gentlemen were now upon they call-

ed E.igle Island.

When lieutenant Cook got on board, he entered into a

very serious deliberation concerning the course he should

pursue. After considering what he had seen himself, and
the master's report, he was of opinion, that by keeping in

with the main land, he should run the risk of being lock-

ed in bv the great reef, and of being compelled at last to

return back in search of another passige. By the delay

that would hence be occasioned, our navigators would al-

most certainlv be prevented from getting in time to the

East Indies, w hich w as a matter of the utmost importance,

and indeed of abiolule necessity; for they had now not
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much moro tli:in ihree months piovisioii on board, at .=!iort

illouance. The jndiriiient the lieutenant had foiniefl,

toirether with the facts and appearances on which it was
grounded, he stated to his officers, by whom it was unani-

mously agreed, that the best thing they could do would
be to quit the coast entirely, till they could approach it

again with less dinger.

In pursuance of this resolrfion, tlie Endeavour, earlvin
the morning of the 13th, got under sail, and successfully

passed through one of the channels or openings in the
outer reef, which Mr. Cook had seen from the island.

When the ship had gotten without the breakers, there
was no ground within one hundred and nfiy fathom, and
our people found a large sea rolling in upon them from the
south-east. This was a certain sign that neither land
nor shoals were near them in that direction.

So happy a change in tiie situation of our voyagers was
sensibly felt in every breast, and was visible in every
countenance. They had been little less than three months
in a state that perpetually threatened them with destruc-

tion. Frequently had they passed their nights at anchor
wit hin iieaiing of the surge that broke over the shoals and
rocks; and they knew that, if by any accident the an-
chors should not hold against an almost continual temp-
est, they must in a few minutes inevitably perish. They
had sailed three hundred and sixty leagues, without once,
even for a moment, having a man outof the chains heav-
ing the lead. This was a circumstance which perhaps
never had happened to any other vessel. But now our
navigators found themselves in an open sea, with deep
water; and tlie joy the}' experienced was proportioned to

their late danger, and their pre-ent security. Neverthe-
less, the very wa\es, which proved by their swell that our
people had no rocks or shoals to fear, convinced them, at

the same time, that they could not put a confidence in the

ship equal to what they had done before she struck. So
far were her leaks widened by the blows she received

fiom the waves, that she admitted no less than nine inches

of water in an hour. If the company had not been lately

in so much more imminent danger, this fact, considering

the state of the pumps, and the navigation wliich -.^as still

in view, would have been a matter of very serious concern.
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The passage or channel, through which tlie Endeavour
pn:--sed into the open sea hejojid the reef, lies in latitude

14^ 32' south. It may always be known by the three

high islands witliin it, to which, on account of the ut-e

they may be of in guiding the way of future voyagers, our

commander gave the appellation of the Islands of Direc-

t-on.

It was not a long time that our navigators enjoyed the

satisfaction of being free from the alarm of danger. As
they were pursuing their course in the night of the I5;li,

they sounded frequently, but had no bottom with one hun-
dred and forty fathom, nor any ground with the same
length of line. Nevertheless, at four in the morning of

the 16th, they plainly heard the roaring of the surf, and
at break of day saw it foaming to a vast height, at not more
than the distance of a mile. The waves, which rolled in

upon the reef, carried the vessel towards it with great ra-

pidity; and, at the same time, our people could reach no
ground with an anchor, and had not a breath of wind for

tlie sail. In a situation so dreadful, there was no re-

source but in the boats; and, most unhappily, the pinnace
was under repair. By the help, howcxer, of the long-

boat and the yawl, which were sent a-head to tow, the

ship's head v\as got round to the northward, a circum-
stance which might delay, if it could not prevent destruc-

tion. This was not eH'ected till si.\ o'clock, and our voy-

agers, were not then a hundred yards from the. rock, up-

on which the same billow that ^^•ashel^ the side of the

vessel broke to a tremendous height, the very next time

it rose. There was only, therefore, a Jreary valley be-
tween the English and destruction; a valley no wider
thai he base of one wave, while the sea under them was
uiif.ilhomable. The car[)ei;ter, in the nseanw hile, having
hastily patched up the pinnace, she was hoisted out, and
sent a-liead to tow in aid of the other boats. But ali

these etlbrts would have been inetlbctual, if a light air of
wind had not sprung up, just at the crisis of our people'

fal-e. It was so light an air, that at any other time it

would not have been observed: but it was sufficient tc

turn the scale in favour of our iiavigatois; and, in conjunc-
tion vxith the assistance which was afforded by the boats,

it fjivve the ship a perceptible motion obli<jucly from tho
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Tce.r. Tlio hopes of the company now revi\cd: but in

less tliaii ten niinu'es a dead cahn siicceoded, and the

vessel was again driven -towards tiie hreakers, which
were not at the distance of two hundred yaid,-!. How-
ever, before the ground was lost which had already been
gained, the same light breeze returned, and lasted ten

minutes more. During this time a small opening, about a
quarter of a mile distant, was discovered in the reef; up-

on which, Mr. Cook immediately sent one of the mates
to examine it, who reported that its breadth was not more
than the length of the sliip, but that within it there was
smooth water. This discovery presented the prospect of
a possibility of escape, by pushing the vessel through the

opening. Accordingly, 1 he attempt was made, but it fail-

ed of success; for when our people, by the joint assistance

of their boats and the breeze, had reached the opening,

they found that it had become high water; and, to their

great surprise, they met the tide of ebb running out like

a. mill-stream. In direct contrariety to tlieir expecta-

tions, some advantage was gained by this event. Though
it was impossible to go through the opening, the stream,

which prevented the Endeavour from doing it, carried her

out about a quarter of a mile; and the boals were so

niiich assisted in towing her, by the tide of ebb, that at

noon she had gained the distance of nearly two miles

However, there was yet loo much reason to despair of de-

liverance. For even if tiiC breeze, which had now died

away, had revived, our navigators were still embayed in

the reef: and the tide of ebb being spent, the tide of flood,

notwithstanding their uimost elVurts, drove ihc ship back
again into iier former perilous situation. Happily, about
this time, ano'her opening was perceived, nearly a mile to

the westward. Our commander immediately sent Mr.
Hicks, the first lieutenant to examine it; and in the

riieanwliile the Endeavour struggled hard w ith the liood,

sometimes gaining and sometimes losing ground. During
this severe service, every man d;d his duty with as much
calmness and regularity as if no danger had been near.

At length, Mr. Hicks returned \\ith tlie intelligence, thai

the opening, though narrow and hazardous, was c.ipable

of being p isied. The bare possibility of passing it was
encouragement suliic:ent to make t!ie allempl; and in-
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d<!e(! all tlar.^ri.T was less to l)e dreaded by our people, than
that of coiifiiKjing in iheir present situation. A liglit breeze

having fortunately sprung up, this, in conjunction with the

aid of the boats, and the very tide of flood, that would oth-

erwise have been their destruction, enabled' them /o enter

the opening, through whicli they were hurried with amaz-
ing rapidity. Such was the force of the torrent by wliich

ihey- were carried along, that they were kept from driving

nifainst either side of the channel, which in breadth was
not more than a quarter of a mile. While (hey were
.-•hooting this gulf, their soundings were remarkably irreg-

ular, varying from thirty to seven fathom, and the ground
at bottom was foul.

As soon as our navigators had gotten within the reef,

liiey oarne to an anchor, and their joy was exceedingly
j.'real at having regamed a situation which, three days
iicfore, they had quitted with the utmost pleasure and
transport. Rocks and shoals, which are always dangerous
to the mariner, even when they are previously known and
marked, are peculiariv dangerous in seas which have nev-
er been navigated before; and in this part of the globe
I ley are more perilous than in any'otiicr. Here they
fODsist of reefs of coral rock, which rise like a wall al-

most perpendicularly out of the deep, and are always
uverflowed at high water. Here, too, the enormous
waves of the vast soutljern ocean, meeting with so abrupt

a resistance, break, with inconceivable \ iolence, in a surf

which cannot be .produced by any rocks or storms in the

northern hemisphere. A crazy ship, shortness of provis-

ion, and a want of every necessary, greatly increased the

ilariger to onr present voyagers of navigating in this ocean.

Nevertheless, such is the ardour of the human mind, and
»> liattering is the distinction of a first discoverer, that

Lieutenant Cook and his companions cheerfully encoun-
tered e\ery peril, and submitted to every inconvenience.

They chote rather to incur the charge of imprudence and
temerity, flian to leave a country une.xpiored which they

hid discovered, or to afford the least colour for its being
said, that they were deficient in perseverance and forti-

tude. It scarcely needs to be added, that it was the high

iUid magnanimous spirit of our commander, m particular,

wli;ch inspired his peopL with so much resolution and
vii>uur.
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The lieutenant, having now gotten within the reef, de-

termined, whatever iniirhl be the consequence, to keep
the main land on board, in his future route to the north-

ward. His reason for this determination was, that, if he

had gone without the reef again, he might have been
carried by it so far from the coast, as to prevent his be-

ing able to ascertain whether this country did, or did not,

join to New Guinea; a question which he had fixed upon
resolving, from the first moment that he had come within

sight of land. To the opening through which the Endea-
vour had passed, our commander, with a proper sense of

gratitude to the Supreme Being, gave the name of Provi-

dential Channel. In the morning of the 17th, the boats had
been sent out, to see what relYeshments could be procured;

and returned in the afternoon with two hundred and forty

pounds of the meat of shell fish, chiefly of cockles.

Some of the cockles were as much as two men could

move, and contained twenty pounds of good meat. Mr.
Banks, who had gone out in his little boat, accompanied
by Dr. Solander, brought back a variety of curious shells,

and many species of coral?.

In the prosecution of the voyage, our people, on the

19fh, were encompassed on every side with rocks and
slioals: but, as they had lately been exposed to much
greater danger, and these objects were now become fa-

miliar, they began to regard them comparatively with lit-

tle concern. On the 21st, there being two points in view,

between which our navigators could see no land, they

conceived hopes of having at last found a passage into

the Indian Sea. Mr. Cook, however, that he might be

able to determine the matter with greater certainty, re-

solved to land upon an island which lies at the south-east

point of the passage. Accordingly, he went into the loat,

with a party of men, accompanied by Mr. Banks and Dr.

Solander. As they were getting to shore, some of the na-

tives seemed inclined to oppose their landing, but soon walk-
ed leisurely away. The gentlemen immediately climbed the

highest hill, from which no land could be seen between the

south-west and west-south-west; so that the lieutenant had
not the least doubt of finding a channel, through which he
could pass to New Guinea. As he was now about to quit tl;r;

coast of New Holland, which he had traced from lalitnde

thirty-eight to this place, and which he was certain nv
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European had ever seen before, he once more hoisted

English colouis. He had, indeed, already taken posses-

sion of several pjirticiilar parts of the country. But he

now took possession of the whole eastern coast, with all

the bays, harbours, rivers, and islands siluated upon it,

from latitude 38^ to latitude 10^ ^' south, in right of his

Majesty King George the Third, and by the name of

New South Wales. The party then fired three volleys of

small arms, which were answered by the same number
from the ship. When the gentlemen had performed this

ceremony upon the island, which they called Possession

Island, they re-embarked in their boat, and in conse-

quence of a rapid ebb tide, had a very difficult and tedi-

ous return to the vessel.

On the 23d, the wind had come round to the south-

west; and though it was but a gentle breeze, yet it was
accompanied by a svvell from the same quarter, which, in

conjunction with other circumstances, confirmed Mr.
Cook in his opinion that he had arrived at the northern

extremity of New Holland, and that he had now an open
sea to the v^estward. These circumstances afforded him
peculiar satisfaction, not only because the dangers and
i'atigues of the voyage were drawing to a conclusion, but

because it could not longer be doubted whether New-
Holland and New Guinea were two separate islands.

The north-east entrance of the strait lies m the lalitudc

of 10^ 39' south, and in the longitude of 218- 36' west;

and the passage is formed by the main land, and by a
congeries of islands, to the northwest, called by the lieu-

tenant the Prince of Wales's Islands, and which may
probably e.xtend as far as to New Guinea. Their differ-

ence is very great, both in height and circuit, and many
seemed to be well covered with herbage and wood: nor
was there any doubt of their being inhabited. Our com-
mander was persuaded, that among these islands as good
passages might be found, as that through which the ves-

.••el came, and the access (o which might be less per-

ilous. The determinaiioir of this matter he would not

have left to future navigators, if he had been less harass-

ed by danger and fatigue, and had possessed a ship in bel-

ter condition for the pLirposc. To the ch.annel ihrough

v.! I'll le pas-ed, he gave the name of Endeavour Straiis.

Vol.. I
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New Jlolland, or, as the eastern part of it \v;is caliod

by Lieutenant Cook,. New South Wales, is the largest

country in the known world which does not bear the name
of a continent. The length of coast along which our people

sailed, when reduced to a slraight line, was no less than

twenty-seven degrees of latiude, amounting nearly to two
thousand miles. In fact, the square surface of the island

is much more than equal to the whole of Europe. We
may observe, with regard to the nati\es, that their num-
ber bears no proportion to the extent of their territory.

So many as thirty of them had never been se^n together

but once, and that was at Botany Bay. Even when they

iippeared determined to engage the English, they could

not muster above fourteen or fifteen lighting men; and it

was manifest that their sheds and houses did not lie so

close together as to be capable of accommodating a

larger party. Indeed our navigators saw only the sea-

coast on the eastern side; between which and the west-

ern shore there is an immense tract of land that is wholly

unexplored. But it is evident, from the totally uncultiva-

ted state of the country which was seen by our people,

that this immense tract must be either altogether desolate,

or at least more thinly inhabited than the parts which were
visited. Of trafiic, the natives had no idea, nor could

any be communicated to them. The things which were
given them they received, but did not appear to under-

stand the signs of the English requiring a return. There
was no reason to believe that they eat animal food raw.

As they have no vessel in which water can be boiled, they

either.broil their meat upon the coals, or bake it in a hole

by the help of hot stones, agreeably, to the custom of the

inhabitants of the South-Sea islands. Fire is produced

by them with great facility, and they spread it in a surpris-

ing manner. For producing it, they take two pieces of

soft wood, one of which is a stick about eiffht or nine

inches long, while the other piece is flat. The stick they

shape into an obtuse point at one end, and piessingit up-

on the flat wood, turn it nimbly by holding it between
both their hands. In doing this, they often shift llicir

hands up, and then move them down, with o \ievv of in-

creasing the pressure as much a.= poss^bie. By this pio-

cess tiiey obtain fire in less than iv.o niinutes, and from
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(he sm-illeg' spark they carry it to any height or e.xtciil

vvilh giea! speed -and dexterity.

It was iioi possible, considering the limited intercoiirse

which our na\irr:ifors liad with tlie natives of New South
Wales, that much could be learned with regard to their

language. Nevertheless, as this is an object of no small

curiosity to the learned, and is indeed, of peculiar import-
ance in searching into the origin of the various nations

that have been discovered, Mr. Cook and his friends took
some pains to collect such a specimen of it as might, in a
curtain degree, answer the purpose. Our commander dia

not quit the country without making such observations re-

liiive to the currents and tides upon the coast as, while
they increase the general knowledge of navigation, may
be of service to future voyagers. The irregularity of the

tides is an object worthy of notice.

From the coast of New South Wales the lieutenant

pteered, on tlie 23d of August, for the coast of New Gui-
nea, and on the 25ih fell upon a dangerous shoal. The
."hip was in six fathom, but scarcely two were found upon
Founding round her, at the distance of half a cable's

length. This shoal was of such an extent, reaching from
t!ie east round by the north and west to the south-west,
ihat there was no method for the vessel to get clear of it,

but by her gouig back the way in whii'h she came. Here
Was another hair's breadth escape; for it was nearly high
water, and there ran a short cockling sea, which if the
ship had struck must very soon have bulged her. So
ilansrerous was her situation, tliat if her direction had been
half a cable's length more, either to the right or left, she
must have si ruck before (he sigiKil for llie shoal could
have been made.

It had been lieutenant Cook's intention to steer north-
west till he had made the south coast of New Guinea, and
it was his purpose to toucii upon it, if that could be found
practicable. But in consequence of the shoals he met
with, he altered his course, in the hope of finduig a clearer

channel, and deeper water. His hope was agreeably
verified; for by noon, on the 26th, the depth of water
was gradually mcre:ised to seventeen fathom. On the
2'?ili, our voyairers found the sea to be in rriany plare-^

covered ivith a bro.vn scum, such as the saiiors usually ( all



124 CAPTAIN cook's

spawn. When the lieutenant first saw it, lie was alarm-
ed, fearing that the ship was again among shoals; but the

depth of water, upoa sounding, was discovered to be
equal to what it was in other places. The same appear-

aiK'e had been observed upon the coasts of Brazil and
New.Holland, iu which cases it was at no great distance

from the shore. Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander examined
the scum, but could not determine what it was, any far-

ther than as they saw reason to suppose that it belonged
to the vegetable kingdom. The sailors upon meeting
with more of it, gave up the notion of its being spawn,
and finding a new name for it, called it sea saw-dust.

At day-break on the 3d of September, our navigators

came in sight of New Guinea, and stood in for it, with a

fresh gale till nine o'clock, when thev brought to, being

it) tiirce fathom water, and within about three or four

miles of land. Upon this the pinnace was hoisted, and
tiie lieutenant set oil" from the sTiip with the boat's crew,

accompanied by Mr. Banks, Dr. Sol.inder, and Mr. Banks'
servants, being in all twelve persons, well armed. As
soon as they came asli<)re they discovered the prints of

human feet, which could not long have been impressed

upon the sand. Concluding, therefore, that the natives

were at no wreat distance, and there being a thick wood
which reached to within a hundred yards of the water,

the gentlemen thought it necessary- to proceed with cau-

tion, lest their retreat to the boat should be cut off

When they had walked some way along the skirts of the

wood, they came to a grove of cocoa-nut trees, at the

fruit of which they looked very \vishfully; but not think--

iiig it s.ife to climb, thev were obliged to leave it without

tasting a single nut. Af'er they had advanced about a

quarter of a mile from the boat, three Indians rushed out

of the wood with a hideous shout, and as they ran to-

wards the English, the foremost threw something out of

hi.s hand, w hich flew on one side of him and burned ex-

actly like gunpowder, though without making any report

The two other natives having at the same instant dis

cliarged their arrows, the lieutfenint and his piriy were
under the necessity of firing, first with small shot, and a

se.'ond time with ball. Upon this, the three Indians r;in

away with great agility. As Mr. C;ok had no di.=positioii
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forcibly to invade this country, either to g';i! fy the ;ippe-

tites or the curiosity of his people, and was convinced I ha*

nothing was to be done upon friendly terrns, he and his

companions returned with all expedition towards their

boat. When they were aboard, they rowed abreast of

the natives, who had come down to the shore in aid of

their countrymen, and whose number now amounted to

between sixty and a hindred. Tlieir appearance was
much the same as that of the New Hollanders; they

nearly resembled them in stature, and in having their hair

short and cropped. Like tiiem also, they were absolutely

naked; but the colour of their skin did not seem quite so

dark, which however, might be owing to their being less

dirty. While the English gentlemen were viewing them,
they were shouting defiance and letting nff their fires by

four or five at a time. Our people could not imagine

what these fires were, or vvliat purposes they were intend-

ed to answer. Those who discharged them had in their

hands a short piece of stick, which they swung sideways

from them, and immediately there issued fire and smoke,
exactly resembling those of a musket, and of as short a

duration. The men on board the ship, who observed this

surprising phenomenon, were so far deceived by it, as to

believe that the Indians hud fire arms. To the persons in

the boat, it had the appearance of the firing of volley.=i

without a reports

The place where this transaction happened lies in the

latitude of 6^ 15' south, and is about sixty-five leagues to

the north-east of Port Samt Augustine, or Walche Caep,
and is near what is called in the charts C. de la Colta de

St. Bonaventura. In every part of the coast the land is

covered with a vast luxuriance of wood and herbage.

The cocoa-nut, the bread-fruit, and the plar.tain-tree,

flourish here in the highest perfection; besides which, the

country abounds with most of the trees, shrubs, and
plants, that are common to (he South Sea Islands, New
Zealand, and New Holland.

Soon after Mr. Cook and his party had returned to the

ship, oi:r voyagers made sail to the westward, the lieu-

tenant having resolved to spend no more time upon this

coast; a resolution which was greatly to the satistaction

of a very considerable majority of his people. Some of
VOT.. 1.
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the officers, indeed, were particularly nrirenl tliat a nir.^i-

ber of men iiiiCTht he sent ashore, to cut down cocoa-nut
trees for the sake of their fruit This, however, our coni-

nritider absolutely refused, as equally unjust and cruel.

[t was morally certain, from the preceding behaviour of

the natives, that if their property had been invaded, they

would have made a vigorous effort to defend it; in which
case the lives of many of them must have been sacrificed,

and perhaps, too, several of the English would have fall-

3n in the contest. The necessity of a quarrel with the

Indians would have been regretted bv the lieutenant, even
if he had been impelled to it by a want of the necessaries

of life; but to engage in it lor the transient gratification

that would arise from obtaining two or three hundred
green cocoa-nuts, appeared in his view highly criminal.

The same calamity, at least with regard to the natives,

would probablv have occurred, if he had sought for any
other place on the coast, to the northward and westward,
where the ship might have lain so near the shore as to

cover his people with the guns when they had landed.

Besides, there was cause to believe, that before such a

place could have been found, our navigators would ha\ e

Deen carried so far to the westward, as to be obliged to

go to Batavia, on the north side of Java. This, in Mr.
Cook's opinion, would not have been so safe a passage n<:

that to the soulh of Java, through the straits of Sund.i.

Another reason for h's maidiig the best of his way to Ba-
tavia, was the leakiness of the vessel, which rendered it

doubtful whether it would not be necessary to heave her

down vvhcu she arrived at that port. Our commander's
resolution v,as farther confirmed by the consideration that

no discovery couIq be expected in seas which had already

been navigated, and where the coast had been sufficiently

described both by Spanish and Dutch geographers, and
especially by the latter. The only merit claimed by the

lieutenant, in this part of his vovage, was the having es-

tablished it as a fact bevnnd all controversy, that New
Holland and New Guinea are two distinct countries.

Without staying, therefore, on the coast of New Gui-

nea, the Endeavour, on the same dav, directed her course

to the westward, in pursuing which Mr. Cook had an op-

portunity of rectifying the errors of former navigators
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Vory early in (he morning of the 6th of September our

i'oyagers passed .a small island, which lay to the north

(iortli-vvest, and at day-break they discovered another low
island, extending from that quarter to north north-east.

Upon the last island, which appeared to be of considera-

ble extent, the lieutenant -would have landed to examine
its produce, if the wind had not blown so fresh as to ren-

der his design impracticable. Unless these two islands

belong to the Arrou islands, they have no placfe in the

charts; and if they do belong to the .A.rroi] islands, they

are laid down at too great a distance from New Guinea.

Some other land which was seen this day ought, by its

distance from New Guinea, to have been part of the Ar-
rou islands; but if any dependance can be placed on for-

mer charts, it lies a degree farther to the south.

On the 7th, when the ship was in latitude 9'^ 30' south,

and longitue 22fl-^ 34' west, our people ought to have been
in sight of the Weasel Isles, which, in the charts, are laid

down at the distance of twenty or twenty-five leagues

from the coast of New Holland. But as our commander
saw nothing of them, he concluded that they must have
been placed erroneously. Nor will this be deemed sur-

prising, when it is considered, that not only these islands,

but the coast v.hich bounds this sea, have been explored

at different times, and by different persons, who had not

ill the requisites for keeping accurate journals which are

now possessed, and whose various discoveries have been
delineated upon charts by others, perhaps at the distancn

of more than a century after such discoveries had been
made.

In pursuing their course our navigators passed the isl-

ands of Timor, Timor-lavet, Rotte, and Soman. While
they were near the two latter islands, thev observed, about

ten o'clock at night on the 16th of the month, a pheno-
menon in the heavens, which in many particulars resem-
bled the Aurora Borealis, though in others it was very

different. It consisted of a dull, reddish light, which
reached about twenty degrees above the horizon; and
though its extent at times varied much", it never compre-
hended less than eight or ten points of the compass.
Through and out of the general appearance, there pass-

ed ray= of light of a brighter colour, which vanished and
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were renewec neirl^' in the same manner as those of the
Aurora Bore.ilis, but entirely wiiiiout the tremulous or vi-

bratory motion which is seen in that plienomenon. Ti.o
body of this light bore soiitli ?:outh-east fioni the ship, an'l

continued without any diminution of its brightness, till

twelve o'clock, and probably a longer time, as the gen-
tlemen were prevented from observing it farther by their

retiring to sleep.

Rv tlie lf)th, lieutenant Cook had gotten clear of all

the islands wliich had then been laid down in the maps as

situated between Timor and Java, and did not expect to

meet with any other in that quarter. But the ne.xt morn-
ing an island was seen bearing west-south-west, and at

first he believed that he had made a new discovery. As
soon as our voyagers had come close in with the north

side of it, they had the pleasing prospect of houses and
cocoa-nut trees, and of what still more agreeably surpris-

ed them, numerous flocks of sheep. Munvof the people
on board were at this time in a bad state of health, and
no small number of them had been dissatisfied with the

lieutenant for not having touched at Timor. He readily

embraced, therefore, the opportunity of landing at a place

which appeared so well calculated to supply the necessi-

ties of the company, and to remove both the sickness and
the discontent which had spread among them. This place

proved to be the island of Savu, where a settlement had
lately been made by the Dutch.
The great design of our commander was to obtain pro-

visions, whicli after some difficulty and some jealousy on
the [)art of Mr. Lange, the Dutch resident, were procur-

ed. These provisions were nine buffaloes, si.x sheep, three

hogs, thirty dozen of fowls, many dozen of eggs, some
cocoa-nuts, a few limes, a little garlic, and several hun-
dred gallons of palm-syrup. In obtaining these refresh-

ments at a reasonable price, the English were not a liltlo

assisted by an old Indian, who appeared to be a person
of considerable authority under the king of the country.

The lieutenant and his friends were one day very hospi-

tably entertained by the king himself, though the royal

e*i<]uetle did not permit his majesty to partake of the

banquet.

So little, in general, had ll;e island of Savu been known,
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il'uj .Mi. Cook had never seen a map or chart in which it

I-- clearly or accurately laid down. The middle of it lies

in about the lattitude of 10^ 35' south, and longitude 237^

SO' west; and from the ship it presented a prospect, than
vihich nothing can be more beautiful. This prospect,

from the verdure and culture of the country, from the hill*

richly clothed, which rise in a gentle and regular ascent,

and from the stateliness and beauty of the trees, is de-

lightful to a degree that can scarcely be conceived by the

most lively imagination. With regard to the productions

and natives of the island, the account which our naviga-

tors were enabled to give of them, and which is copious

and entertaining, was, in a great measure, derived from
the information of Mr. Lange.
An extraordinary relation is given of the morals of the

people of this island, and which, if true, must fill every

virtuous mind with pleasure. Their characters and con
duct are represented as irreproachable, even upon the

principles of Christianity. Though no man is permitted

to have more than one wife, an illicit commerce between
the sexes is scarcely known among them. Instances ol

theft are very rare, and so far are they from revenging a
supposed injury by murder, that when any difference ari-

ses between them, they immediately and implicitly refer

it to the determination of their king. They will not so

much as make it the subject of private debate, lest they
should hence be provoked to resentment and ill will.

Their delicacy and cleanliness are suited to the purity of
their morals. From the specimen which is given of the
language of Savu, it appears to have some affinity with
that of the South Sea Islands. Many of the words are
e.xactly the same, and the terms of numbers are derived

from the same origin.

On the 21slof September our navigators got under sail,

and having pursued tlicir vovage till the 1st of October,
on that day they came within sight of the island of Java.

During their course from Savu, lieutenant Cook allowed
twenty minutes a daj- for the westerly current, which he
concli:ded must run strong at this time, especially on the

coast of Java; and accordingly he found that this allow-
ance was e.xactly equivalent to the effect of the current

upon ilie ship. Such was the sagacity of our comman
dcr's judgment in whatever related to navijiation

9
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On the 2d, two Dutch ships being seen to lie ofT Anger
Point, the lieutenant sent Mr. Hicks on board one of them
to inquire news concerning England, from which our peo-
ple had so long been absent. Mr. Hicks brought back
the agreeable intelligence that the Su-allow, commanded
by Captain Carteret, had been at Batavia two years bo-
fore. On the morning of the 5th, a prow came alongside
of the Endeavour, with a Dutch officer, who sent down to

Mr. Cook a printed paper in English, duplicates of which
lie had in other languages. This paper was regularly
.signed, in the name of the governor and council of the
Indjes, by their secretary, and contained nine questions,
very ill e.xpressed, two of which only the lieutenant
thought proper to answer. These .vere what regarded
the nation and name of his vessel, and whither she was
bound. On the 9th our voyagers stood in for Batavia
road, where they found the Harcourt Indiaman from Eng-
land, two English private traders, and a number of Dutch
ships. Immediately a boat came on board the Endeavour,
and the oflficer who commanded having inquired who our
people were, and whence they came, instantly returned
with such answers as were given him. In the meantime
Mr. Cook sent a lieutenant ashore to acquaint the gov-
ernor of his arrival, and to make an apology for not hav-
ing saluted; a ceremony he had judged better to omit, as
he could only make use of three guns-, excepting the swiv-
els, which he was of opinion would not be heard.

It being universally agreed that the ship could not safe-

ly proceed to Europe without an examination of her bot-

tom, our commander determined to apply for leave to

heave her down at Batavia; and for this purpose he drew
up a request in writing, which, afler he had waited first -

upon the governor-general, and then upon the council,

was readily complied with, and he was told that he should
have every thing he wanted.

In the evening of the lOth, there was a dreadful storm
of thunder, lightning, and rain, during which the main-
mast of one of the Dutch East Indiamen was split and
carried away by the deck, and the main-top-mast and
top-gallant-mast were shivered to pieces. The stroke was
probably directed by an iron spindle, which was at the

main-top-gallant-mast-head. As this ship lay very nea/
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the Endeavour, she could scarcely have avoided sharing
the same fate, had it not been for the conducting chain,
which fortunately had been just gotten up, and which con-
veyed the lightning over the side of the vessel. But
though she escaped the lightning, the explosion shook her
like an earthquake; and the cabin at the same time ap
pearcd like a Ime of tire. Mr. Cook has embraced this

occasion of earnestly recommending similar chains to eve-
ry ship, and hath expressed his hope that all who read his

narrative will be warned against having an iron spindle at
the mast-head.
The English gentlemen had taken up their lodging and

boarding at an hotel, or kind of inn, kept by the order of
government. Here they met with those impositions in

point of expense and treatment, which are too common to

admit of much surprise. It was not long, however, that
ihey submitted to ill usage. By a farther acquaintance
with the manner of dealing with their host, and bv spirit-

ed remonstrances, they procured a better furnished table.

i\lr. Banks in a few days hired a small house for himself
and his party; and as soon as he was settled in his new
habitation, sent for Tupia, who had hitherto continued on
board on account of sickness. When he quitted the ship

and after he came into the boat, he was exceedingly life-

less and dejected; but no sooner did he enter the town,
than he appeared to be inspired with another soul. A
scene so entirely new and extraordinary filled him with
amazement. The houses, carriages, streets, people, and
a multiplicity of othc- objects, rushing upon him at once,
produced an effect similar to what is ascribed to enchant-
ment. His boy, Tayeto, expressed his wonder and delight

in a still more rapturous manner, fie danced along the

streets in a kind of ecstacy, examining every object with

a restless and eager curiosity, which was excited and
gratified every moment. Tupia's attention was particular-

ly excited by the various dresses of the passing multitude;

and when he was informed that at Batavia every one
wore the dress of his own country, he expressed his de-
sire of appearing in the garb of Otahcite. Accordinglv,

South Sea cloth being sent for from the ship, he equipped
himself uith great expedition and dcxtcrit\'.

Lieutenant Cook iuiagined that at Batavia he shoiiid
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find it easy to take up what money he might want for re-

pairing and refitting the Endeavour; but in this he was
mistaken. No private person could be found who had
ability and inclination to furnish the sum which was ne-

cessary. In this exigency the lieutenant had recourse, by
a written request to the governor, from vvhom he obtain-

ed an order for being supplied out of the Dutch companj-'s

treasury.

When our voyagers had been onU' nine days at Batavia
they began to feel the fatal effects of the climate and situ-

ation. Tupia, afler his first flow of spirits had subsided,

grew every day worse and worse, and Tayeto was seized

with an inflammation upon his lungs. Mr. Banks atid Dr.

Solander were attacked by fevers, and in a little time al-

most every person, both on board and on shore, was sick.

The distress of our people was indeed very great, and the

prospect before them discouraging in the highest degree.

Tiipia, being desirous of breathing a freer air than among
the numerous houses that obstructed it ashore, had a tent

erected for him on Cooper's Island, to which he was ac-

companied by Mr. Banks, who attended this poor Indian

with the greatest humanity, till he was rendered incapa-

ble of doing it by the violent increase of his own disorder.

On the 5th of November, Mr. Monkhouse, the surgeon
of the ship, a sensible, skilful man, v.-hose loss was not a

little aggravated by the situation of the English, fell the

first sacrifice to this fatal country. Tayeto died on the

Sth, and Tupia, who loved him with the tenderness of a
parent, sunk at once after the loss of the boy, and surviv-

ed him only a few days. The disorders of Mr. Banks and
Dr. Solander grew to such a height that the physician de-
clared they had no chance of preserving their lives but by
removing into the country. Accordingly a house was hir-

ed for them at the distance of about two miles from the
town; where, in consequence of enjoying a purer air, and
being better nursed by two Malayan women whom they
had brought, they recovered by slow degrees. At length
lieutenant Cook was himself taken ill, and out of the
whole ship's company not more than ten were able to do
duty.

In the midst of these dis're-ses o'lr commander was dli-
genily and vigorously attcuiive (u l.he reiiair of Ins vessel
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When lier I)ol!o;ii came to be examined, she was found to

be in a vvorde condition than l.iid been apprehended. Her
false keel and main keel were both of them greatly injur-

ed; a large quatitit}' of the sheathing was torn off, and
among several planks which were much damaged, two of
them and the half of a third were so worn for the length

of six teet, that they were not above the eighth part of an
inch in thickness; and here the worms had made wav
quite into the timbers. In this state the Endeavour had
sailed many hundred leagues, in a quarter of the globe

where navigation is dangerous in the highest degree. It

was happy for our voyagers that they were ignorant of
their perdous situation; for it must have deeply aiVected

them to have known that a considerable part of the bof-

tom of the vessel was tinnner than the sole of a shoe, and
that all their lives depended upon so slight and fragile a

barrier between them arid the unfathomable ocean.

The repair of the Endeavour was carried on very mindi

to Mr. Cook's sati:!faciion. In justice to the Dutch offi-

cers and workmen, he hath declared, that in his opinion,

there is not a marine yard in the world where a ship can
be laid with more convenience, safety, and despatch, or

repaired with greater diligence and skill. He was particu-

larly pleased with the m?nner of heaving down by two
masts, and gives it a deciiled preference to the method
which had hitherto been practised by the English. The
lieutenant was not one of tho^e on whom the bigotry

co'ild be charged of adhering to old customs, in opposi-

tion to the dictates of reason and experience.

By ilie Stli of December the Endeavour was perfectly

reiiiled. From that time to the 24th, our people were
employed in completing her stock of water, provisions,

and stores, in erecting some new pumps, and in various

other necessary operations. All this business would have
been eilected much sooner if it had not been retarded by
the gener.il sickness of the men.

In the afternoon of the 24th our commander took leave

of the governor of Batavia, and of several other gentle-

men belonging to the place, with whom he had formed
conne.\:ons and to whom he had been great ly obliged for

their civilities and assistance. In the me mwiiile an acci-

dent intervened which might have been attended with
Vol. 1.
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disagi-eeable eTocts. A seaman who had run away from

n:ie of the Dutch ships in the road, entered on board ll:e

Endeavour. Upon his being reclaimed as a subject of

Holland, Mr. Cook, wlio was on shore, declared that if

the man appeared to be a Dutchman he should certainly

be delivered up. When houever, the order was carried

to Mr. Hicks, who commanded on board, he refuped to

surrender the seaman, alleging that he was a subject of

Great Britain, born in Ireland. In this conduct Mr. Hicks
acted in perfect conformity to the lieutenant's iniention

and directions. The captain of the Dutch vessel, in the

next place, by a message from the governor-general, de-

manded the man as a subject of Denmark. To this Mr:
Cook replied, that there must be some mistake in the gen-

eral's message, since he would never demand of him a

Danish seaman, whose onl}' crime was that of preferring

the English to the Dutch service. At the same lime the

lieutenant added, that to show the sincerity of his desire

to avoid disputes, if the man was a Dane he should be de-

livered up as a courtesy; but that if he appeared to be ar.

English subject, he should be kept at all events. Soon
after a letter was brought from Mr. Hicks, containing in-

dubitable proofs that tlie seaman in question was a sub-

ject of his Britannic majesty. This letter Mr. Cook sent

to the governor, vvith an assurance to his excellency that

he would not part with the man on any terms. A con-

duct so firm and decisi\e produced the desired etfect, no
more being heard of the aflair.

In the evening of the 2.5th, our commander went on
board, together with Mr. Banks and the rest of the gen-

tlemen who had resided cori-stantly on shore. The gen-
tleirien though considerably better, were far from being

perfectly recovered. At this time the sick persons in the

ship amounted to forty, and the rest of the company were

in a very feeble condition. It was remarkable that every

individual had been ill excepting the sail-maker, who «as
an old man between seventy and e'ghty j^ears of age, and
who was drunk exery day d'.iring the residence of our peo-

ple at Batavia. Three sen men and Mr. Green's servant

died, besides the surgeon, Tupia and Tayeto. Tiipia did

not entirely fall a sacrifice to the unwholesome, stagnant,

and putrid air of the country. As he had been accustom-
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efl from liis birth to subsist chiefly upon vegetable lood,

and particularly on ripe fruit, he soon contracied the dis-

orders which are incident to a sea life, and would proba-

bly have sunk under them before the voyage of the Eug-
lish could have been completed, even if they had not been
obliged to go to Batavia to retit their vessel.

Our navigatDrs did not stay at this place without gain-

ing an extensive acquaintance with the productions of the

country and the manners and customs of the inhabitants.

The information which was obtained on these heads will

be found to constitute a very valuable addition to what
was heretofore known upon the subject.

On Thursday, the 27th of December, the Endeavour
stood out to sea; and on the 5th of January, 1771, she

came to an anchor under the south-east side of Prince's

island. The design of this was to obtain a recruit of wood
and water, and to procure some refreshments for the sick,

many of whom had become much worse than they were
when they left Batavia. As soon as the vessel was se-

cured, the lieutenant, Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solander, went
on shore, and were conducted by some Indians they met
with to a person who was represented to be the king of
the country. After exchanging a few compliments with

ni3 majesty, the gentlemen proceeded to business, but
could not immediatelv come to a settlement with him io

respect to the price of turtle. They were more success-

ful in their search of a watering place, having found wa.
ter conveniently situated, and which they had reason t<t

believe would prove good. As thev were ffoing off soma
of the natires sold them three turtles, under a promisa
that the king should not be informed of the transaction.

On the next dav a trallic was established with the In-

dians upon such terms as were offered by the English, so

that by night our people had plenty of turtle. The three

which had been purchased the evening before, were in

the mean time dres.-ied for the ship's company, who, ex-

cepting on the preceding day, had not, for nearly the

space of four months, been once served with salt provi-

sions. Mr. Banks, in the e\enin2, paid his respects to

the king at his palace, which was situated in the middle

of a rice field. His majesty was busily employed in dres-

sing his own supper; but this did not prevent him from re-
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ceiving his visitant in a \ery jrrafioiis manner Daring

the folfowinjf davs, the commerce with the natives for

provisions waa continued; in the course of which they

brought down to the trading place, not only a quantity of

turtle, but fowls, fish, monkeys, small deer, and some ve-

getables.

On the evening of the 11th, when Mr. Cook went on

shore to see how those of his people conducted their bu-

siness, who were employed in wooding and watering, he

was informed that an axe had been stolen. As it was a

matter of consequence to prevent others from being en-

couraged to commit thefts of the like kind, he resolved

not to pass over the offence, but to insist upon redress

from the king. Accordingly, after some altercation, his

majesty promised that the axe should be restored in the

morning, and the promise was faithfully performed.

On the 15th, our commander weighed, and stood out

for sea. Prince's island, where he lay about ten days

was formerly much frequented by the India ships of minj
nations, and especially those of England, but it had late-

ly been forsaken, on account of the supposed badness of

its water. This supposition, however, arose from a want

of duly examining the brook by vviiich the water is suppli-

ed, it is, indeed, brackish at the lower part of the brook,

bi"t higher up it will be found excellent. The lieutenan',

therefore, was clearly of opinion that Prince's Island is a

more eligible place for ships to touch at, than either North
Island or New Bay; from neither of which places any
considerable quantity of other refreshments can be pro-

cured.

As the Endeavour proceeded on her voyage to the Cape
of Good Hope, the seeds of disease, which had been re-

ceived at Batavia, appeared v.ith the most threatening

symptoms, and reduced onr navigators to a very melan-

choly situation. The ship was, in fact, nothing better

than an hospital, in which those who could go about were

not sufficient for a due attendance upon tho.^e who were

sick. Lest the water which had been taken in at Prince's

Island should have had any share in adding to the disorder

of the men, the lieutenant ordered it to be purified with

lime; and, as a farther remedy against infection, he di-

rected all the parts of the vessel between the decks to bo
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waslied wiih '.iiie^ar. Tiie malady had takcii too deep
root to be speedily eradicated. Mr. Banks was reduced
60 low by it, that for some time there was no hope of hig

life; and so fatal was the disease to many others, that al-

most every night a dead body was committed to the sea.

There were buried, in the course of about six weeks, Mr.
Sporing, a gentleman v>ho was one of Mr. Banks' assist-

ants; Mr. Parkinson, his natural history pai.nter; Mr.
Green, the astronomer; the boatswain, the carpenter, and
his mate; Mr. Monkhouse the midsliipman, another mid-
shipman, the old jolly sail-maker and his assistant, the

ship's cook, the corporal of the marines, two of the car-

penter's crew, and nine seamen. In all, the loss amount-
ed to three and twenty persons, besides the seven who
died at Batavia. It is probable that these calamitous

events, which could not fail of making a powerful impres-

sion on the mind of Lieutenant Cook, might give occa-
sion to his turning his thoughts more zealously to those

methods of preserving the health of seamen, \\hich he af-

terwards pursued with such remarkable success.

On Friday, the '5th of March, the Endeavour arrived

off the Cape of Good Hope; and as soon as she was
brought to an anchor, our commander waited upon the

governor, from whom he received assurances that he
should be furnished with every supply which the country

could afford. His first care was to provide a proper place

for the sick, whose number was not small; and a house
was speedily found, where it was agreed that they should

be lodged and boarded at the rate of two shillings a day
for each person.

The run from Java Head to the Cape of Good Hope did

not furnish many subjects of remarlv, that could be of any
great use to future voyagers. Such observations, howev-
er, as occurred to him, the lieutenant has been careful to

' record, not being willing to omit the least circumstance

that may contribute to the safety and facility of naviga-

tion.

The lieutenant, having lain at the Cape to recover tl:e

sick, to procure stores, and to refit his vessel, till the 14th

uf April, then stood out of the bay, and proceeded on his

voyage homeward. In the morning nf the 29th, he cross-

ed his first meridian, having circumna\ i;:^a;ed the globe in

Vol.. I.
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the direction froiii east to west. TUe consequence of

which was, that he lost a day, an allowance ("or which
nad been made at Batavia. On the 1st of May he arriv-

ed at St. Helena, where he staid till the 4th to ret'iesh;

during which tune Mr. Banks employed himself in making
the complete circuit of the island, and ui visiting the places

most worthy of observation.

The manner in which slaves are described as being

treated in this island, must be mentioned with indignation.

According to our commander's representation, while every

kind of labour is performed by them, they are not furni.sh-

ed either with horses or with any of the various machines
which art has invented to facilitate their task. Carts

might conveniently be used in some parts, and where the

ground is too steep for them, wheel-barrows might be

employed to great advantage; and yel there is not a

wheelbarrow in the whole island. Though every thing

which is conveyed from plax-e to place is done by slaves

alone, they have not the simple convenience of a porter's

knot, but carry their burden upon their heads. They ap-

peared to be a miserable race, worn out by the united

operation of excessive labour and ill usage; and Mr. Cook
was sorry to observe, and to say, that instances of wanton
cruelty were much more freijuent among his countrymen
at St. Helena, than among the Dutch, \v ho are generally

reproached with want of humanity, both at Batavia and
the Cape of Good Hope. It is impossible for a fee.luig

mind to avoid being concerned that such an account
sliould be given of the conduct of a'ny who are entitled lo

the name of Britons. The lieutenant's reproof, if just,

hath, it may be hoped, long before this reached the place,

and produced some good eilect.* If slavery, that dis-

grace to religion, to humanity, and I will add, to sound

* Near the conclusion of Captain Cook's second voyage,
there is the follownig short note. " In the account given of St.

Helena, ui tlie narr.itive ot' my ibriner vovaoe, 1 find some mis-

takes. Its inhabitants are tar from ext-rcising a vvanlon cruelty

over their slaves ; and they have had w'leel carriages and por-

ters' knots fur niany years." This note 1 insert with pleasure.

Nevertheless, I cannot think that the lieutenant could have given
so strong a representation of things, if, at the time in which it

was written, it had been wholly without fonndatijn.
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policy, must still be continued, every tiling onghl to bo

done which can tend to soften its horrors.

When our commander departed from St. Helena, on the

4th, it was in company witii the Porlland man of war,

and twelve ladiamen. With this fleet iie continued toh-ail

till tlie 10th, when, perceiving that the Endeavour pro-

ceeded much more heavily than any of the other vessels,

and that she was not liUely to get home so soon as the

rest, he made a signal to speak with the Porlland. Upon
this Captain Elliot himself came on board, and Mr. Cook
delivered to him the common log-hooks of his ship, and
the journals of some of the officers. The Endeavour,
however, kept in company with the fleet till the morn'ng
of the 23d, at which time there was not a single vessel ni

sight. On that day died Mr. Hicks, and in the evening

his body was committed to the sea, vviili the usual cere-

monies. Mr. Charles Clerke, a young man extremely

well qualified for the station, and whose name will here-

after frequently occur, received an order from Mr. Cook
to act as lieutenant in Mr. Hicks' room.

The rigging and sails of the ship were now become so

bad, that something- was continually giving way. Never-
theless, our commander pursued his course in safety; and
on the 10th of June, land, which proved to be the Lizard,

was discovered by Nicholas Young, the boy who had first

seen New Zealand. On the 11th, the lieutenant ran up
the channel. At six the ne.xt morning, he passed Beach

v

Head, and in the afternoon of the same day, he tame to

an anchor in the Downs, and went on shore at Deal.

Thus ended Mr. Cook's first voyage round the world, in

which he had gone through so many dangers, explored so

many countries, and exhibited the strongest proofs of his

possessing an eminently sagacious and active mind; a

mind that was equal to every perilous enterprise, and lo

the boldest and most successful ell'orts of navigatio.'i and
discovery.
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CHAPTER III.

Account of Captain Cook during the period between
his first and second Koi/nge.

The manner in whicli Lieutenant Cook had performed
his circumnavigation of the globe, juslly entitled him to

the protection of government, and lije favour of his sove-

reign. Accordingly, he was promoted to be a commander
in his majesty's navy, by commission bearing date on the

29th of August, 1771. Mr. Cook, on this occasion, from
a certain consciousness of his own merit, wished to ha\e
been appointed a post captain. But the Earl of Sand-
wich, who was now at the head of the Admiralty board,

though he had the greatest regard for our navigator,

could not concede to his request, because a compliance
with it would have been inconsistent with the order ot

the naval service. The difference was in point of rank
only, and not of advantage. A commander has the same
pay as a post captain, and his authority is the same when
he is in actual employment. The distinction is a neces-

sary step in the progress to the higher honours of the

profession.

It cannot be doubted, but that the president and coun-
cil of the Royal Society were higlily satitified wilh tie

manner in which the transit of Venus had been observed.

The papers of Mr. Cook and Mr. Green, relative to tli.s

subject, were put into the hands of the astronomer rov;il,

to be by him digested, and that he might deduce froiti

them the important consequences to science which resuii

ed from the observation. This was done by him with v.w

accuracy and ability becoming his high knowledge ai il

character. On the 21st of May, 1772, Captain Cook
communicated to the Royal Society, in a letter addressco
to Dr. Maskelyne, an "Account of the flowing of tic-

Tides in the South Sea, as observed on board of his Ma
jesty's Bark, the Endeavour."

The reputation our navigator had acquired by his hi^e

voyage was deservedly great; and the desire of the pub
lie to be acquainted v*it'" :!'» r.cw scenes and nev\- objects
which wer" jow brought to light, was ardently excited.
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1 1 is not surprising, therefore, that different attempts were
made to satisfy the general curiosity. Tliere soon ap-

peared a publication, entitled, " A Journal of a Voyage
round the World." This was the production of some
person who had been upon the expedition: and, though

his account was dry and imperfect, it served, in a certain

degree, to relieve the eagerness of inquiry. The journal

of Sydney Parkinson, draftsman to Sir Joseph Banks, to

whom it belonged by ample purchase, was likewise print-

ed, from a copy surreptitiously obtained; but an injunc-

tion from the Court of Chancery for some time prevented

its appearance. This work, though dishonestly given to

the world, was recommended by plates. But it was Dr.

Hawkesworth's account of Lieutenant Cook's voyage
whiih completely gratified the public curiosity. Tliis ac-

count, which was written by authority, was drawn up
from the journal of the lieutenant, and the papers of Sir

Joseph Banks; and, besides the merit of the composition,

derived an extraordinarj' advantage from the number and
excellence of its charts and engravings, which were fur-

nished at the expense of government. The large price

given by the booksellers for this work, and the avidity

with which it was read, displaved, in the strongest light,

the anxiety of the nation to be fully informed in e\ery

thing that belonged to the late navigation and discos e-

ries.

Captain Cook, during his voyage, had sailed over the

Pacific Ocean in many of those latitudes, in which a

southern continent had been expected to lie. He had
ascertained, that neither New Zealand nor New Holland
were parts of such a continent. But the general ques-

tion concerning its existence had not been determined by
him, nor did he go out for that purpose, though some of

tlie reasons on which the notion of it had been adopted,

were dispelled in the course of his navigation, "it is well

known how fondly the idea of a Terra Australis incog-

nita had for nearly two centuries been enter! ained. Many
plausible philosophical arguments have been urged in irs

support, and many facts alleged in its favour. The wri-

ter of this narrative fully remuuibers how uuich liis imagi-

nation was captivated, in the more early part of his life,

with the hypothesis of a southern continent. He has of
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ten dwelt upon it with rnpture, and been highly delighted

with the autiiors who contended for its existence, and dis-

played tlie mighty consequences which would result from

its being discovered. Though his knowledge was nifinite-

ly exceeded by that of some able men who paid a particu-

lar attention to the subject, he did not come behind them
in the sanguineness of his hopes and expectation. Every
thing, however, which relates to science, must be sepa-

rated from fancy, and brought to the test of expernncnt:

and here was an experiment richly deserving to be tried.

The object, indeed, was of peculiar magnitude, and wor-

thy to be pursued by a great piince, and a great nation.

Happily, the period was arrived in Britain for the exe-

cution of the most important scientific designs. A regard

to matters of this kind, though so honourable to crowned
heads, had heretofore been too much neglected even by
some of the best of our princes. Our present sovereign

had already distinguished his reign by his patronage of

science and literature; but the beginnings which had hith-

erto been made were only the pledges of future munifi-

cence. With respect to the object now in view, the gra-

cious dispositions of his majesty were ardently seconded
by the noble lord who had been placed at the head of the

board of admiralty. The Earl of Sandwich was possessed

of a mind which was capable of eomprehending and en-

couraging the most enlarged views and schemes with re-

gard to navigation and discovery. Accordingly, it was
by his particular recommendation that a resolution was
formed for the appointment of an expedition, finally to

determine the question concerning the existence of a

southern continent. Quiros seems to have been the first

person who had any idea that such a continent existed,

and he vvas the first that was sent out for the sole purpose

of ascertaining the fact. He did not succeed in the at-

tempt; and the attempts of various navigators, down to

the present century, were equally unsuccessful.

When the design of accomplishing this great object

waa resolved upon, it did not admit of any hesitation by
whom it was to be carried into execution. No person

was esteemed equally qualified with Captain Cook, fur

conducting an enterprise, the view of \\hich was to give

the utmost possible extent to the geography of the globe,
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and the knowledg^e of navigation. For the greater ad-

vantage of the undertaking, it was determined that iwo
ships should be employed; and much attention was paid

to the choice of them, and to their equipment for the ser-

vice. After mature deliberation by the navy board, dur-

ing which particular regard was had to the captain's wis

dom and experience, it was agreed that no vessels were
60 proper for discoveries in distant unknown parts, asc

those which were constructed like the Endeavour. This
opinion concurring with that of the Earl of Sandwich, the

admiralty came to a resolution that two ships should be
provided of a similar construction. Accordingly, two
vessels, both of which had been built at Whitby, by the

same person who built the Endeavour, were purchased of
Captain William Hammond, of Hull. They were about
fourteen or sixteen months old at the time when they
were bought, and, in Captain Cook's judgment, were as

well adapted to the intended service as if they had been
expressly constructed for that purpose. The largest of

the two, which consisted of four hundred and sixty-two

tons burden, was named the Resolution. To the other,

which was three hundred and thirty-six tons burden, was
given the name of the Adventure. On the 28th of No-
vember, 1771, Captain Cook was appointed to the com-
mand of the former; and, about the same time, Mr. To-
bias Furneaux was promoted to the command of the lat-

ter. The complement of the Resolution, including offi-

cers and men, w^as fixed at a hundred and twelve persons;

and that of the Adventure, at eighty-one. In the equip-

ment of these ships, every circumstance was attended to

that could contribute to the comfort and success of the

voyage. They were fitted in the most complete manner,
and supplied with every extraordinary article which was
suggested to be necessary or useful. Lord Sandwich,
whose zeal was indefatigable upon this occasion, visited

the vessels from time to time, to be assured that the

whole equipment was agreeable to his wishes, and to the

satisfaction of those who were to engage in the expedi-

tion. Nor were the navy and victualling boards wanting
in procuring for the ships the very best of stores and pro-

visions, with some alterations in the species of them, that

were adapted to the nature of the enterprise; besides
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which, there was an airple supply of antiscorbutic arti-

cleo, such as malt, sour krouf, salted cabbage, portable

broth, saloup, mustard, u: irmadale of carrots, and inspis-

sated juice of wort and beer.

No less attention was paid to the caii.«e of science ii:

general. The admiralty engaged Mr. William Hodges,
an excellent landscape painter, to embark in the voyage,

to make drawings and paintings of such objects as could

no*; so well be comprehended from written descriptions.

Mr. John Reinhold Forsler and his son were fixed upon to

explore and collect the natural history of the countries

which might be visited, and an ample sum was granted by
parliament for the purpose. That nothing might be want-
ing to accomplish the scientific vievvs of the expedition,

the board of longitude agreed with Mr. William Wales
and Mr. William Bayley, to make astronomical observa-

tions. Mr. Wales was stationed in the Resolution, and
Mr. Bayley in the Adventure. By the same board they

were furnished >vith the best of instruments, and particu-

larly with four time-pieces, three constructed by Arnold,

and one by Mr. Kendal, on Mr. Harrison's principles.

Thougii Captain Cook had been appointed to the com-
mand of the Resolution on the 28th of November, 1771,
such were the preparations necessary for so long and im-

portant a voyage, and the impediments which occasionally

and unavoidably occurred, that the ship did not sail from
Deptford till the 9th of April following, nor did she !ea\c

Long Reach till the 10th of May. In plying down the

river it was found necessary to put into Slieerness, in or-

der to make some alterations in her upper works. These
the o'ilcers of the yard were directed immediately to

>ake in hand; and Lord Sandwich and Sir Hugh Palliser

came down to see them executed in the most effectual

manner. Tlie ship being again completed for sea by the

22d of June, Captain Cook on that dr.y sailed from Shecr-
ress, and, on the 3d of July, joined the Adventure in

Plymouth Sound. Lord Sandwich, in his return from a

visit to the dock-yards, having met the Resolution on the

preceding evening, his lordship and Sir Hugh Palliser

gave the ! !St mark of (heir great attention to the object

of the voyage, by coming on board, to assure themselves
that every thing was done which was agreeable to our
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commander's wishes, and that h's vessel was equij)ped

entirely to his satisfation.

At Plymouth Captain Cook received his instructions;

with regard to «hich, without entering into a minute de-

tail of them, it is sufficient to say, that he was sent oiit

upon the most enlarged plan of discovery that is knoun
in the history of navigation. He was instructed not only

to circumnavigate the whole globe, but to circumnavigate

it in high southern latitudes, making such traverses from
time to time, into every corner of the Pacific Ocean not

before examined, as might finally and efiectually resolve

the much agitated question about the existence of a south-

ern continent in any part of the southern hemisphere, to

which access could be had by the eObris of the bolde:3i

and most skilful navigators.

CHAP. IV.

J\''arrative of Captain Cook's Second Voyage round
the World.

Ox the 13th of July Captain Cook sailed from Plymouth,
and on the 29th of the same month anchored m Funchi-

ale Road, in the island of Madeira. Having obtained a

supply of water, wine, and other necessaries at that isl-

and, he left it on the 1st of August, and sailed to the

southward. As he proceeded in iiis voyage he made tliree

puncheons of beer of the inspissated juice of malt; and
the liquor produced was very brisk and drinkable. The
heat of the weather and the agitation of the ship, had
hitherto withstood all the endeavours of our people to

prevent this juice from being in a high state of fermenta-

tion. If it could be kept from fermenting it would bo a

most valuable article at sea.

The captain having found that his stock of water would
not last to the Cape of Good Hope, without putting his

men to a scanty allowance, resolved to stop at St. Jago,
one of the Cape de Vsrd Islands, for a supply. At Port
Praya, in this island, he anchored on the 10th of August,
and by the 14th had completed his ua'ei ?nd procured
some other refreshments, upon which he set siiland prose-
cuted his course. He embraced the occas.'un which hje

Vol I 10
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touching at St. Jago afforded him, of giving sudi a dolii^c-

ation and description of Port Praya and of the suppKfs
there to be obtained, as might be of service to futine

navigators.

On the 20th of the month, the rain poured down upon
our voj-agers, not in drops, hut in streams, and the wiud
;tt the same time heing variable and rough, tho people
were obliged to attend so constantly upon the decIvS ihil

few of them escaped being completely soaked. This cir-

cumstance is mentioned lo show the method that was tak-

en by Captain Cook to preserve his n>en from the evil con-

sequences of the wet to which they had been exposed.
He had every thing to fear from the rain, which is a great

promoter of sickness in hot climates. But to guasd
against this effect he pursued sorue hints that had bocu
.suggested to him by Sir Hugh Palliser and Captain Can;;.-

bell, and took care that the ship should be aired and dri-

ed with fires made between the decks, and that the damp
places of the vessel should be smoked; Ijeside which, the

people were ordered .o air their bedding, and to wash and
dry their clothes whenever there was an opportunity.

The result of these precautions was, (hat there was not

one sick person on hoard the Resolution. .

Captain Cook, on the Sth of September, crossed tie

line in the longitude of 8"^ west, and pro( ceded witho'..t

meeting any thing remarkable till the 11th of October,

when at 6h. 24m. 12s. by Mr, Kendal's watch, the moon
rose about four digits eclipsed; soon after which the gen-
tlemen prepared to observe the end of tlie eclipse. The
ubser\ers were the captain himself, and Mr. Forster, Mr.
Wales, Mr. Pickersgill, Mr. Gilbert, and Mr. Harvey.
Our commander had been informed before he left Eng-

land, that he sailed at an impioper senson of the ye;ir,

and that he should meet with ir.u'h cahn weather, near
and under the line. But thongii such weather may happcoi

in some years, it is not al>vavs, or even generally, to bo

expected. So far was it from being the case with Captain
Cook, that he had a brisk south-west w ind in those very lat-

itudes where the calms had been predicted; nor was he ex-

posed to any of the tornadoes which are so mucli spoken
of by other navigators. On the 29lh of the month, between
eight and nine o'clock at night, when our voy.sgers were
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near tlic Cape of Good Hope, the whole ?ea v\itii;p, tiie

compass of their sight became at once, as it were, illuiipn-

ated. The captain had been formerly convinced, by Mr.
Banks and Dr. Solander, that such appearances in the

ocean were occasioned by insects. Mr. Forster, hbwev-
er, seemed disposed to adopt a different opinion. To do-

tcrinine the question, our commander ordered some buck-

ets of water to be drawn up from alongside the ship^

which were found full of an innumerable quantity of small

globular insects, about the size of a common pin's head,

and quite transparent. Thouifh no life vvas perceived in

them, there could be no doubt of their being living ani-

mals, when in their own proper element, and Mr. Forster

became now well satisfied that they were the cause of the

sea's illumination.

On the 30th, the Resolution and Adventure anchored in

Table Bay; soon at'ter which Captain Cook went on shore,

and accompanied by captain Furneau.x and the two Mr
Forsters, waited on Bwon Pletlenberg, tlie governor of
the Cape of Good Hope, wiio received the gentlemen
with great politeness, and promised them every assistani e

the place could afTord. From him our commar.dcr learn-

ed that two French ships from tiie Mauritius, about eigl.t

months before, had disrovered land in the latitude of 4^-"

south, along which they sailed forty miles, till they cutise

to a bay, into which they were upon the point of enter-

ing when they were driven OiT and separated in a hard
gale of wind. Previously to this misfortune they had lo -t

some of their boats and people that had been sent to sound
the bay. Captain Cook was also intoraied by Baroa
Plettenberg that in the month of March two other ships

from the island of Mauritius had touched at the Cape in

their way to the South Pacific Ocean, where thev we^e
going to make discoveries under the command of M. Ma-
rion.

From the healthy condition of the crews both of the

Rtisplution and Adventure, it was imagined by the cap-
tain that his stay at the Cape wo.'.ld be very short. But
the necessity of waiting till the requisite provisions could

be prepared and collected, kept him more than three

weeks at this place; which time was improved by him in

ordering both the ships to be caulked and painted, and in
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taking care that, in everv respect, l!ie':r condition sliovild

be as good as when they left England.
On the 22d of November our commander sailed from

the Cape of Good Hope, and proceeded on his voyage in

search of a southern continent. Having gotten clear of

the land, he directed his course for Cape Circumcision;

and judging that cold weather would soon approach, he

ordered slops to be served to such of the people as were
in want of them, and gave to each man the fearnrmght
jacket and trowsers allowed by the admiralty. On tlie

29tli the wind, which was west-north-west, increased to a

storm, tliaf continued with some few intervals of moder-
ate weather, till the 6th of December. By this gale,

which was attended with hail and rain, and which blew at

times With such violence that the ships could carry no
sails, our voyagers were driven far to the eastward of
their intended course, and no hopes were left to the cap-
tain of reaching Cape Circuujcision. A still greater mis-

fortune was the loss of the principal part of the livestock

on board, consisting of sheep, hogs, and geese. At the

same time the sudden transition from warm, mild weather
to weather which was extremely cold and wet, was so se.

verely felt by our people that it was necessary to mak
some addition to their allowance of spirits, by giving each
vf them a dram on particular occasions.

Ojr navigators on the 10th of December began to meet
with islands of ice. One of these islands «as so much
concealed from them by the haziness of the weather, ac-

companied with snow and sleet, that they were steering

direcilv towards it, and did not see it till it was at a less

distance than that of a mile. Ciptain Cook judged it to

be about fifty feet high, and half a mile in circuit. It was
dat at the top and its sides rose in a perpendicular direc-

tion, against which the sea broke to a great height. The
weather continuing to be hazy, the captain, on accoinit

of the ice islands, was obliged to proceed with the utmost
caution. Six of them were passed on the 12th, some of

which were nearly two miles in circuit, and sixty ioet

high; nevertheless, sueh were the force and heiijht of the

wa\es, that the sea broke quite over them. Hence was
exhibited a view that for a few moments was pleasing ro

the eye, but the pleasure was soon swallowed up in the
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horror which seized upon the mind from the prospect of
danirer. For if a ship should he so unfortunate as to gat
on the weather side of one of tliese islands, she would be
dasiied to pieces in a moment.
The vessels, on the 14lh, were stopped by an immense

field of low ice, to which no end could be seen, either to

the east, west, or south. In ditferent parts of this field

were islands or hills of ice, like those which our voyagers
h id found floating in the sea, and twenty of which had
presented themselves to view the day before. Some of
the people on board imagined that they saw land over the

ice, and Captain Cook himself at first entertained the

same sentiment. But upon more narrowly examining
theye ice hills, and the various appearances they made
wlien seen through the haze, he was induced to change
his opinion. On the 18th, though in the morning our
navigators had been quite imbayed, they were, notwith-
standmg, at length enabled to gat clear of the field of ice.

Tiiey were iiowever, at the same time, carried in among
the ice islands, which perpetually succeeded one another;
which were almost equally dangerous, and the avoiding

of which was a matter of the greatest dilficulty. But
])erilous as it is to sail in a thick log, among these float-

ing rocks, as our commander properly called them, this is

preferable to the bein<; entangled with immense fields of
ice under the same circumstances. In this hitter case the

great danger to be apprehended is the getting fast in the

ice, a situation which would be alarming in the highest

degree.

it had been a generally received opinion, that such ice

^s hath now been described, is formed in bays and rivers.

Agreeably to tliis supposition, our voyagers were led to be-

lieve that land \\ as not far distant, and that it lay to the

southward, l)ehind *he ice. As, therefore, they iiad sailed

above thirty leagues along the edare of the ice, v\ithout

finding a passage to the south. Captain Cook determined
to run thirty or forty leagues to the east, and afterwards

to endeavour to get to the southward. If, in this attempt,

he met w'ith no land or other impediment, his design was
(o stretch behind the ice, and thus to bring the matter to

a doci.sion. The weather at this lime alieded the scn.'-e.si

witli a feeling of cold much greater than that which was
Vol. I.



150 CAPTAIN cook's

pointed out by the thermometer, so that tlie '^hole crew

compl,lined. In order tlie better to enable them to sustain

tlie severity of the cold, the captain directed the sleeves

of their jackets to he len>rthened v.ith baize, and had a

cap made for each man of the same stiitf, strengthened

with canvass These precautions greatly contributed to

their comfort and advantage. It is worthy of observation

tliat although the weather was as sharp on the 23th of

December, as might have been expected in the same
month of the vear in any part of England, this was the

middle of summer with our navigators. Some of the peo-

ple now appearing to have symptoms of the scurvy, fresh

wort was given them every day, prepared under the di-

rection of the surgeons from the malt which had beep
provided for the purpose.

By the 29th it became sufficiently ascertained from the

course our commander had pursued, that the field of ice,

along which the ships had sailed, did not join to any land

as had been conjectured. At this time Captam Cook
came to a resolution, provided he met with no impedi-

ment, to run as fir west as the meridiun of Cape Circu-m-

cision. While he was prosecuting this design, a gale arose

on the 31st, which broiight with it such a sea as rendered

it Aery dangerous for the vessels to remain :miong the ice;

and the danger was increased by discovering an immense
field to the north, which extended farther than the eye

could reach. As our voyagers were not above two or

three miles from this field, and were surrounded by loose

ice, there was no time to deliberate. They hauled to the

south, and though they happily got clear, it was not till

the ships had received several hard knocks from the loose

pieces which were of the largest kind. On Frida}-, the

1st of January, 1773, the gale abated, and on the next

day in the afternoon, our people had the felicity of enjoy-

ing the sight of the moon, the face of w hich had not been
seen by them but once since they had departed from the

Cape of Good Hope. Hence a j'jdginent may be formed
of liie sort of weather thev hid been exposed to from the

time of their leaving that place. Tlie present opportunity

v.as eagerly seized for making several observations of the

Ban and moon.
Captain Cook \» as now nearly in the same lo'gitucie
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wliich ia assjg.ied to Cape Cireunicision, and about iiinei v-

five leagues to the soutli of the latitude in which it is said

to lie. At the same time the weather was so cleatr, that

land might have been seen at the distance of fourteen or
fifteen leagues. He concluded it, therefore, to be very
probable, that what Bouvet took for land was nothing but

mountains of ice, surrounded by loose or field ice. Our
[)resent navigators had naturally been led into a similar

mistake. The conjecture,' that such ice as had lalel}'

licen seen was joined to land, was a very plausible one,
tiiough not founded on fact. Upon the whole, there was
jrood reason to believe that no land was to be met with
under this meridian, between the latitude of fitty-five and
(ilVy-nine, where some had been supposed to exist.

Amidst the obstructions Captain Cook was exposed to,

l':om the ice islands, which perpetually succeeded each
II' her, he derived one advantage, and that was, a supply
• if fresh water. Though the melting and stowing away
I'C the ice takes up some time, and is indeed, rather tedi-

" !s, this method of watering is otherwise the most expe-
li.iious our commander had e\er known. The water pro-

•I'jced was perfectly s\\eet and well tasted. Upon the ice

;>iands, penguins, albatrosses, and other birds were fre-

O'lontly seen. It had hitherto been the received opinion,

iliat such birds never go fir from land, and that the sight

of them is a sure indication of its vicinity. That this

opinion is not well founded, at least where ice islands e.\-

ist, was now evinced by multiplied experience.

Hy Simday the 17th of January, Captain Cook reached

tije latitude of 67^^ 15' south, when he could advance no

fdrther. At this time the ice was entirely closed to the

south, in the whole extent from east to west sou!h-west,

without the least appearance of any opening. The captain,

I herefore, thought it no longer prudent to persevere in sail-

ing southward, especially, as the summer was already half

.pent, and there was but little reason to hope that it would
!) ' found practicable to get round the ice. Having taken

ti.is resolution, he determined to proceed directly in

foarch of the land which had lately been discovered by
the French, and as, in pursuing his purpose, the vveajher

« as cle.ir lit intervals, he spread the ships abreast four

miles from each other, in order the better to investigate
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any thing that miglit lie in their way. On the 1st o-f Feb-
ruary onr vovaifers w ere in the latitude of 48° 30' south,

and in ionwitude 58^ 7' east, nearly in the meridian of the

island of St Mauritius. This was the situation in which
the land, said to have been discovered by the Frencli, was
to be expected; but as no signs of it had appeared, our

commander bore away to the east. Captain Furneaux,
on the same day, informed Captain Cook that he had just

seen a large float of sea or rock weed, and about it seve-

ral of the birds called divers. These uiere certain signs

of the vicinity of land, though whether it lay to the east

or west could not possibly be known. Our commander,
therefore, formed the design of proceeding in his present

latitude four or five degrees of longitude to the west of

the meridian he was now in, and then to pursue his re-

searches eastward. The west and north-west winds,

which had continued for some days, prevented him from

carrying this purpose into execution. However, he was
convinced from the perpetual high sea he had lately met
with, that there could be no great extent of land to the

•vest.

While Captain Cook, on the next day, was steering east-

ward, captain Turneaux told him that he thought the land

was to the north-^vest of them; as he had at one time ob-

.<erved the sea to be smooth, when the wind blew in that di-

rection. This observation was by no means conformable to

the remarks which had been made by our commander him-
t'clf. Nevertheless, such was his readiness to attend to ev-

ery suggestion, that he resolved to clear up the point, if the

\vind would admit of his getting to the west in any reasona-

ble time. The wind, by veering to the north, did admit of
his pursuing the search, and the result of it was, his con-

viction that if any land was near, it could only be an isl

and of no considerable extent.

Captain Cook and his philosophical friends, while they

were traversing this part of the southern ocean, paid par-

ticular attention to the variation of the compass, whK'h
ihev found to be from 27^ .50' to 30^ 26' west. Probably

the mean of the two extremes, viz. 29° 4', was the near-

est the truth, as it coincided with the variation observed

on board the Adventure. One nnacconntable circum-

?!;iace is worthv of notice, though it did not now occui ('•r
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tlie first time. Il is, that when the sun was on the star-

board side of ihe ship the variation was tlie least, and
when the larboard side, the greatest.

On the 8th, our commander, in consequence of no sig-

nals having been answered by the Adventure, had reason

to apprehend that a separation had tai^en place. After

waiting two days, during which guns were kept discharg-

ing and false tires were burned in the night, the fact was
confirmed, so that the Resolution was obliged to proceed
alone in her voyage. As she pursued her course, penguins

and other birds from time to time appeared in great numbers;
the meeting with which gave our navigators some hopes
of finding land, and occasioned various speculations with

regard to its situation. Experience, however, convinced
them that no stress was to be laid on such hopes. They
were so often deceived that they could no longer look up-

on any of the oceanic birds, which frequent high latitudes,

as sure signs of the vicinity of land.

In the morning of the 17th, between midnight and three

o'clock, lights were seen in the heavens similar to those

»\hich are known in the northern hemisphere by the name
of the Aurora Borealis. Captain Cook had never heard

that an Aurora Australis had been seen before. The offi-

cer of the watch observed, that it soinetimes broke out in

spiral rays and in a circular form, at which time its light

was very strong, and its appearance ^ery beautiful. It

was not perceived to have any particular direction; on the

contrary, at various times it was conspicuous in different

parts of the heavens, and dilTused its light throughout the

whole atmosphere.
On the 20th, our navigators imagined that they saw

land to the south-west. Their conviction of its real ex-

istence was so strong, that they had no doubt of the mat-
ter, and accordingly thev endeavoured to work up to it,

in doing which the weather was favourable to their pur-

pose. However, what had been taken for land pro\ed
only to be clouds, that in the evening entirely disappear-

eil and left a clear horizon, in which nothing lould i>e dis-

cerned but ice islands. At night the Aurora Australis

was again seen, and the appearance it assumed was veiy

brilliant and luminous. It first discovered itself in the

o.is!, and ill a siiurt lime spread over ihc whole hea\eii.>.
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In the night of the 23d, when the ship was in latiiucln

61° 52' south, and longitude 95^ 2' east, the weatlier be-

ing exceedingly stormy, thick, and hazy, with sleet ai-.d

snow, our voyagers were on every side surrounded wilh

danger. In "such a situation it was natural for them to

wish for day-light; but day-light, when it came, served

only to increase their apprehensions, by exhibiting those

huge mountains of ice to their view, w hich the darkne.^s

had prevented them from seeing. These unfavourable

circumstances at so advanced a season of the year, dis-

couraged Captain Cook from putting into execution a

resolution he had formed of once more crossing the an-

tarctic circle. Accordingly, early in the morning of the

24ih, he stood to the north, with a very hard gale and a

very high sea, which made great destruction among the

ice islands. But so far was this incident from being of

any advantage to our navigator?, that it greatly incre.ir-ed

the number of pieces they had to avoid. The large pieces

which broke from the ice islands, were found to be much
more dangerous than the islands themselves. While the

latter rose so high out of the water that they could gen-

trally be seen, unless the weather was very thick and

hazy, before our people nearly approached them, the

others could not be discerned in the night, till they were

under the ship's bows. These dangers, however, were

now become so familiar to the captain and his company,
that the apprehensions they caused were never of long

duration; and a compensation was, in some degree, made
for them, by the seasonable supplies of fresh water, which

the ice islands afforded, and by their very romantic ap-

pearance. The foaming and dashing of the waves into

the curious holes and caverns which were formed in many
of them, greatly heightened the scene; and the whole ex-

hibited a view that at once filled the mind with admira-

tion and horror, and could only be described by the hand
of an able painter.

In sailing from the 2o;h to the 28th, the wind was ac-

companied with a large hollow sea, which rendered Cin-
tain Cook certain, that no land of any considerable extent

cotdd lie within a hundred or a hundred and fif'y leagi.os

fioni east to south-west. Thougli this was st.li the sum-

u»cr season in that part of the v.oild, and ilic •.ieuthcr«as



SECOND VOYAGE. 155

oeconie somewliat warmer than it l)ad been before, }'et

such were^the ellects of the cold, that a sow having far-

rowed nine pigs in the morning, all of them, notwithstand-

ing the utmost care to prevent it, «ere killed before (bur

o'clock in the afternoon. From this same cause, the cap-

tain himself and several of his people had their fingers and
toos cliilbiuined. For some days afterward the cold con-

siderably abated, but still it could not be said that there

was summer weather, according to our commander's ideas

of summer in the northern hemisphere, as far as sixty de-

grees of latitude, which was nearly as far as he had then
been.

As he proceeded on his voyage, from the 28ih of Feb-
ruary to the 11th of March, lie had ample reason to con-

clude, from the swell of the sea and otiier circumstances,

that theie could be no land to the south but what must
lie at a great distance.

The weather having been cleir on the 13th and 14th,

Mr. VVales had an opportunity of getiingsome observations

of the sun and moon; the results of which, reduced to

noon, when the latitude was 58 ' 22' south, gave 13fi^ 22'

east longitude. Mr. Kendal's and Mr. Arnold's watches
gave each of them 13-t' 42', and tiiis was the first and
only time in which they pointed out the same longitude

since the ships. had departed from Etigland. The greatest

difference, however, between them, since our voyager's

had left the Cape, had not much e.xceeded two degrees.

From the moderate and what migfit almost be called

pleasant weather, which had occurred for two or three

days. Captain Cook began to wish that he had been a few
degrees of latitude fart her south, and he was even tempt-
ed to incline his coiuse that way. But he soon met with

weather which convinced him that he had proceeded full

far enough, and that the time was approaching when
these seas could not be navigated without enduring intense

cold. As he advanced in his course he became perfectly

assured, from repeated proofs, that he had left no land

behind him in the direction of west south-west, and that

no land lay to the south on this side si.\ty degrees of lati-

tude. He came, therefore, to a resolution on the 17th,

to cjuit the high southern latitudes and to proceed to Ne.v-
Zcdland, \\\lh a viu.v iif looking for liic AdiCiiture and
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of refreshing liis people. He had also some thonsfhts and
ever) a des.re of visitiiior the east coast of Van D;einan'3

Land, in order to satisfy himself whether it joined the

coa.-t of New South Wales. The wind, however, not per-

uiitling hiiri to execute this part of his design, he shaped
Ins course for New-Zealand, in sight of which he arrived

on the 25lh, atid where he caine to anchor on the day fol-

lowing, in Dusky Bay. He had now been a hundred and
seventeen days at sea, during which time he had sailed

three thousand six hundred and sixty leagues without

having once come within sight of land.

After so long a voyage, in a high southern latitude, it

niight reasonahlv have been expected that many of Cap-
tain Cook"s people would be ill of the scurvy. This,

however, was not the case. So salutary were the elfects

of the sweet wort and several articles of provision, and
especially of the frequent airing 'and sweetening of the

ship, that there was only one man on board who could be

said to.be much afflicted with the disease, and even in that

man it was chiefly occasioned by a bad habit of body and

a complication of other disorders.

As our commander did not like the place in which he

had anchored, he sent lieutenant Pickersgill over to the

south-east side of the bay in search of abetter, and the

lieutenant succeeded in finding a harbour that was in every

respect desirable. In the meanwhile, the fishing-boat

was very successful, returning with fish sufficient for the

whole crew's supper; and in the morning of the next day
as n)any were caught as served for dinner. Hence were
derived certain hopes of being plentifully supplied with

this article. Nor did the shores and woods appear more
destitute cf wild-fowl, so that our people had the prospect

of enjoying with ease, what, in their situation, might be

called the luxuries of life. These agreeable circumstan-

ces determined Captain Cook to stay some time in the

bay, in order to examine it thoroughly, as no one had ever

lauded before on any of the southern parts of New-Zea-
land. •

On the 27th, the ship entered Pickersgill Harbour, for

so it was called from the name of the gentleman by whom
ii had first been discovered. Here wood for fuel and
oihcr purposes, was immudiaiely at hand, and a fiiio
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Stream of fresh water was not above a hundred yards

from the stern of the \epsel. Our voyagers being thus ad-

vantageously situated, began vigorously to prepare for

their necessary occupations, by clearing places in the

woods, in order to set up the astronomer's observatory,

and the forge for the iron work, and to erect tents for the

sail-makers and coopers. They applied themselves, also,

to the brewing of beer from the branches or leaves of a

tree which greatly resembled the American black spruce.

Captain Cook was persuaded, from the knowledge which
he had of this tree, and from the similarity it bore to the

spruce, that, with the addition of inspissated juice of wort
and molasses, it would mak« a very wholesome liquor,

and supply the want of vegetables, of which the country

was destitute. It appeared, by the event, that he was
not mistaken in his judgment.

Several of the natives \\ere seen on the 28th, who took
little notice of the English, and were very shy of access;

and the captain did not choose to force an intercourse

with them, as he had been instructed by former experience

that the best method of obtaining it was to leave the time

and place to themselves. While our commander continu-

ed in his present situation, he took every opportunity of
examining tiie bay. As he was prosecuting his survey of

it, on the 6tli of April, his attention was directed to the

notth side, where he discovered a fine capacious cove, in

the bottom of which is a fresh-water river. On the west
side are several beautiful cascades, and the shores are so

steep that water might directly be conveyed from them
jr>to the ship. Fourteen ducks, besides other birds, hav-
ing been shot in this place, he gave it the name of Duck
Cove. When he was returning in the evening he met with

three of the natives, one man and two women, whose
fears he soon dissipated, and \\homthe engaged in a con-
versation that was little understood on eitiier side. The
youngest of the women had a volubility of tongue that

could not be exceeded, and she entertained Captain Cook
and the gentlemen who accompanied him, with a dance.

By degrees our commander olilained the gciod will and
confidence of the Indians. His presents, hov.e\er, Mere
at first received with much inditicrence, hatchets and
spike-nails excepted. At a visit on the I'ith, from a family

Vol.. 1.
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cif iLe natives, tlie captain, perceiving thev npproacIii'J

the ship wi!h great caution, met tliem in a boat whiili lie

qsiitted when he came near them, and went into tlie r

cai;oe. After all, he could not prcail upon them to jro

on board the Resolution, but at length they put on shore

in a little creek, and seating tl'.emselves abreast of ti.e

English vessel, entered into familiar conversation with

several of the officers and seamen, in which tl>ey pa d

a much greater regard to some, whom they probably

mistook for females, than to others. So well indeed,

were they now reconciled to our vova^ers, that they took
lip their quarters nearly within the distance of a hundrel
yards from the ship's waterinsr-p'ace. Captain Cook, in

his interview with them, had caused the bagpipes and fit's

to play, and the drum to beat. The two former they

heard with apparent insensibility, but the latter excited in

them a certain degree of attention.

On the 18th, a chief, with whom some connexions had
already been formed, was indnred, together with his

daughter, to come on board the Resolution. Previously

to his doing it, he presented the captain with a piece <.f

cloth and a green talk hatchet. He gave also a piece of

cloth to Mr. Forster, and the girl gave another to Mr.
Hodges. Though this custom of making'presents befoio

any are received, is common with the nati\es of the Sou'.h

Sea isles, our commander had never till now seen it prac-

tised in New-Zealand. Another thing performed by the

chief before he went on board, was the taking of a small

green branch in his hand, with which he struck the ship's

side several times, repeating a speech or prayer. Tl.i.i-

manner, as it were, of making peace, is likewise prevaletU

among all the nations of the South Seas. When the chief

was carried into the cabui, he viewed e\ery part of it with

some degree of surprise, but it was not possible to fix h'S

attention to any one object for a single moment. The
works of art appeared to him in the same light as tho-e

of nature, and « ere equally distant from his powers of

comprehension. He and his daughter seemed to be tho

most struck with the number of the decks and other parts

of the ship.

As Captain Cook proceeded in examining Dasky Bay.

he occasionally met with some few more of the nati\es,
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u-;th regard to whom he used every mode of ronciliitio;i

0:i the 20th, the chief and his funHy, who had been more
intimate with our navigators than any of the rest of the

Indians, went auav and never returned again. This was
the more extraordinary, as in all his visits he had been

gratified with presents. From different persons he had

gotten nine or ten hatchets and three or four times tliat

ii'miber of large spike-nails, besides a variety of other ar-

ticles. So far as these things might be deemed riches in

New-Zealand, he was undoubtedly become by far the

most wealthy man in the whole country.

One emplovment of our vovagers while in Dusky Bay,
consisted in seal-hunting, an animal which was found

serviceable for three pur[)03;es. Tiie skins were made n.^e

of for rigging, the fat afforded oil for the lamps, and liie

flesh was eaten. On the 24th, the captain having fi'.e

geese remaining of those he had brought with him from
the Cape of Good Hope, went and left them at a place to

which he gave tiie name of Goose Co^e. This place ho
fixed upon for two reasons; first, because there were no
inhabitants to disturb them, and secondly, because here

was the greatest siipplv of proper food, so that he had no

doubt of their breeding, and hoped that in time they miglit

ijpread over the whole country, to its eminent advantage
Somie days afterward, when every thing belonging to tiic

s'lip had been removed from the shore, he set fire to tlie

topwood in order to drv a piece of gro:md, which he diig

up and sowed with several sorts of garden seeds. Tiie

soil, indeed, was not such as to promise much success ro

the planter, but it was the best that could be discovered.

The 25th of April was the eighth fair day our peo|;!e

liad successively enjoyed, and there was reason to belie.e

that such a circumstance was very uncommon in the place

where they now lay, and at that sea.=on of the year. This

favourable weather afforded them the opportunity of more
speedily completing their wood and water, and of putting,

the ship into a condition for sea. On the evening of the

25th it began to rain, and the weather was afterward cr-

tremely variable, being at times in a high degree \vn*,

cold, and stormv. Nothing, however, prevented Captain

Cook from prosecuting, with his usunl sagacity and dili-

gence, his search in;o every p.irf of Dusky Bay; and as
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there are few places in New-Zealand where necessary re-

freshments may be so plentifully obtained as in this bay,

he hath taken care to give such a description of it and of

the adjacent country as may be of service to succeedin.'j

navigators. Although this country lies far remote from
what' is now the trading part of the world, yet, as he justly

observes, we can by no means tell what use future ages
may derive from the discoveries made in the present.

The various anchoring places are delineated on our

commander's chart, and the most convenient of them he

has particularly described. Not only about Dusky Bay,
but through all the southern part of the western coast of
Tavai-poenammo, the country is exceedingly mountainous.
A prospect more rude and craggy is rarely to be met with;

for inland, there are only to be seen the summits of moun-
tains of a tremendous height, and consisting of rocks that

are totally barren and naked excepting where they are

covered with snow. But the land which borders on llie

sea-coast is thickly clothed with wood almost down to the'

water's edge, and this is the case with regard to all the

adjoining islands. The trees are of various kinds, and are

fit for almost every possible use. Excepting in the river

Thames, Captain Cook had not four.d finer timber in all

New-Zealand; the most considerable species of which is

the spruce-tree, for that name he had given it from the

similarity of its foliage to the American spruce, thoug'i

the wood is more ponderous, and bears a greater resem
blance to the pitch pine. Many of these trees are so large

that they would be able to furnish main-masts for fifty

gun ships. Amidst the variety of aromatic trees and
shrubs which this part of New-Zealand produced, there

was none which bore fruit fit to be eaten. The country
was not found so destitute of quadrupeds as was formerly
imag-ned.

As Dusky Bay presented many advantages to our navi-

gators, so it was attended with some disagreeable circum-
stances. There were great numbers of small, black sand

(lies, which were tioublesorne to a degree that our com-
mander had never experienced before. Another evil

arose from the continual quantity of rain that occinred in

the bay. This might, indeed, in part proceed from the

season of the year- but it is probable that the country
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nmst at all times be subject to much wet weather, in con-

sequence of the vast height and vicinity of the mountains.
it was remarkable that the rain, though our people were
perpetually e-vposed to it, was not productive of any e\ii

consequences. On the contrary, sucii of the men as were
sick and complaining when they entered the bay, recov-
ered daily, and the whole crew soon became strong and
vigorous. So happy a circumstance could only be attri-

buted to the healthiness of the place and the fresh pro\ i-

sions it atTorded, among which the beer was a very mate-
rial article.

The inhabitants of Dusky Bay are of the same race

with the other natives of New-Zealand, speak the same
language, and adhere nearly to the same customs. Their
mode of life appears to be a wandering one, and though
they are few in number, no traces were remarked of their

families being connected together in any close bondd of
imion or friend.-;hip.

While the Resolution lay in the bay Mr. Wales made a

variety of scientific observations relative to latitude and
longitude, the variation of the compass, and the diversity

of the tides.

When Captain Cook left Dusky Bay, he directed his

course for Queen Charlotte's Sound, where he e.xpected

to find the Adventure. This was on the 11th of May,
and nothing remarkable occurred till the ITtli, « hen the

w'nd at once flattened to a calm, the skv became sudden-

ly obscured by dark dense clouds, and there was every

prognostication of a tempest. Soon after, six water-spouts

were seen, four of which rose ar.d spent themselves be-

tween the ship and the land; the fifth was at a considera-

ble distance on the other side of the vessel, and the sixth,

the progressive motion of which was not in a straight, but

in a crooked line, passed within fifty yards of the stern of

the Resolution, w ithout producing any evil etl'ect. As the

captain had been informed that the firing of a gun v.ould

dissipate wafer-spouts, he was sorry that he had not fried

the experiment. But though he « as near enough, and
had a gun ready for the purpose, his mind was so deeply

engaged in viewing these extraordinary meteors, that he

forgot to give the necessary direction.".

©n the next day the Resolution came within sight of

Vol. I. 11
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Queen Charlotte's Sound, where Captain Cook had the

satisfaction of discovering the Adventure, and both ships

felt uncommon jov at thus meeting again after an absence

of fourteen weeks. As the events which happened to

Captain Furiieaux during the separation of the two vessel.^,

do not fall within the immediate design of the present

narrative, it may be sufficient to observe, that he had an
opportunity of examining with somewhat more accuracy
(han had hitherto been done. Van Diemen's Land; and
his opinion was, that there are no straits between this

land and New Holland, but a very deep bay- He met,
likewise, with farther proofs that the natives of New Zea-
land are eaters of human flesh.

The morning after Captain Cook's arrival in Queen
Charlotte's Sound, he went himself at day-break, to look

f)[ scurvy-grass, celery, and oilier vegetables, and he had
I he good fortune to return with a boat-load in a very-

short space of time. Having found that a sufficient quan-
tity of these articles might be obtained for the ere as of

both the ships, he gave orders that they should be boiled

with wheat and portable broth every day for breakfast,

and with pease and broth for dinner. Experience had
taught him that the vegetables now mentioned, v^'hen

thus dressed, are extremely beneficial to seamen in re-

moving the various scorbutic complaints to which they

are subject.

Our commander had entertained a desire of visiting

Van Dieman's Land, in order to inform himself whether
it made a part of New Holland. But as this point had
been, in a great measure, cleared up by captain Fnrneiux,
he came to a resolution to continue his researches to the

east, between the latitudes of 41*^ and 46^, and he direct-

ed accordingly, that the ships should be gotten ready for

putting to sea as soon as possible. On the 2()th tie sent

on shore the only ewe and ram that remained of those

which, with the intention of leaving them in this country,

he had brought from the Cape of Good Hope. Soon af'er

he visited several gardens, that by order of captain Fur-
neaux had been pl.mted with various articles, all of which
were in such a flourishing state, that if duly attended to,

they promised to be of great utility to the natives. The
next day Captain Cook himself set some men to work to

I
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fnrm a garden on Longr Island, which he stocked with
different seeds, and particularly with the roots of turnips,

carrots, parsnips, and potatoes. These were the vegeta-
bles that would be of the most real use to the Indians,

and of these it was easy to give them an idea, by com-
paring them with such roots as they them^elve3 knew.
On tlie 22d Captain Cook received the unpleasant intelli-

gence, that the ewe and ram, which with so much care
and trouble he had brought to this place, were both of
them found dead. It was supposed that they had eaten
some poisonous plant, and by this accident all the cap-
tain's hopes cf stocking New Zealand with a breed of
sheep were instantly blasted.

Tiie intercourse which ovj great navigator had with the
inhabitants of the country during this his second visit to

Qjeen Charlotte's Sound, was of a friendlv nature. T«o
nr three families took up their abode near the ships, and
employed themselves daily in fishing, and in supplvintj the

English with the fruits of their labour. No small ad'.an-

lage hence accrued to our people, \\ ho were by no means
?uch e.xpert fishers as the natives, nor were any of our
methods of fishing equal to theirs. Thus, in almost every
state of society, particular arts of life are carried to per-

fection, and there is something wliich the most polished

nations may learn from the most barbarous.

On the 2d of June, when the Resolution and Adven-
ture were almost ready to put to sea, captain Cook sent

on shore on the east side of the sound," two goats, a male
and female; and captain Furneaux left near Cannibal
Cove, a boar and two breeding sows. The gentlemen
had little doubt but that the country would, in time, be
stocked with these animals, provided they were not de-

stroved by the Indians before they became wild. After-

wards there would be no danger, and as the natives knew
nothing of their being left behind, it was hoped that it

might be some time before they would be discovered.

It is remarkable that during captain Cook's second
visit to Charlotte Sound he was not able to recollect the

face of any one person whom he had fcen there three

years before. Nor d:d it ouce appear that even a sniglo

Indian had the least knowledge of our commander, or of

any of our people who had been with him in his last voy-
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aoe. Hence he thought it highly probUble that the grc.it

est part of the natives who iiihabiied this sound in the be-

ginning of the year 1770, had either since been driven out

of it, or had removed of their own accord to some other

situation. Not one-lliiid of the inhabitants were there

now that had been seen at that time. Their strong holu

on the point of Montuara was deserted, aiid in every pnrt

of the sound many forsaken habitations were discovered.

In the captain's opinion, there was not any reason to be-

l;e\e that tlie place had ever been very populous. From
comparing the two vovages together, it may be collected

tliat the Indians of Eah.ei-nomauwe are in somewhat of a

more improved slate of society than those of Tavai-poc-

nammo.
Part of the 4th of June was employed by Captain Cook

in visiting a chief and a v.hole tribe of the natives, con-

sisting of between ninety and a hundred persons, includ-

ing men, women, and children. Af^er the captain had
distributed some presents among these people, and shown
to the chief the gardens which had been made, he return-

ed on board and spent the remainder of the day in the

celebration of his royal master's nativity. Captain Fur-
neaux and all his officers were invited upon the occasion,

and the seamen were enabled, by a double allowance, to

partake of the general joy.

As some might think it an extraordinary step in our

commander to proceed in discoveries so far south as forty-

six degrees of latitude, in the very depth of winter, he has

recorded his motives for this part of his conduct. Winter,

Le acknowledges, is by no means favourable for discove-

ries. Nevertheless, it appeared to him to be necessary

that something should he done in that season in order to

lessen the work in wh:ch he was engaged, and lest he
should not be able to finish the discovery of the southern

part of the South Pacific Ocean in the ensuing summer.
Besides, if he should discover any land in his route to the

east, he would be ready to begin to explore it as soon as

ever the season should be favourable. Independently of

all these considerations, he had little to fear; having two
good ships well provided, and both the crews being heal-

tliy. Where then could he better employ his time? If he
did nothing more, he was at least in hopes of being ena-
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bled to pohif out to pos'erity, that tnese peas may ue
iia\icratcd, and that i( is practicable to pursue discoveries

even in tlie depth of winter. Such was the ardour of oui

navigator for proseentinij the ends of his voyage, in cir-

cumstances which would have induced most men to act a

more cautious part.

During Captain Cook's stay in the sound,, he had ob-
served, that the second visit to this country, had not mend-
ed the morals of the natives of either sex. He had al-

ways looked upon the females of New Zealand as more
chaste than the generality of Indian women. Whatever
favours a few of tiiem might have granted to the people
of the Endeavour, such intercourses usually took place in a

private manner, and did not appear to be encouraged bv
the men. But now the captain was told, (hat the male
Indians were the chief promoters of this shamefid traHic,

and that, for a spike nail, or any other thing they valued,

they \\'ould oblige the women to prostitute themselves,

v.l'.ether it were agreeable or contrary to their inclina-

tions. At the same tin;e no regard was paid to the pri-

vacy which decency required. Tlio account of this fact

must be read with concern by every well-wisher to the

sood order and ha[)p:ness of society, even without advert-

ing to considerations of a higher nature.

On the 7tli of J(uie, C'lptuin Cook put to sea from
Qiieen Charlotte's Sound, with the Ad\enture in compa-
ny. [ shall omit the nautical part of the route from New
Zealand to Otaheite, which coniinued till the 15th of

August, and shall onlv select such circumstances as are

more immediately suitable to the desgn of the present

iiarrali\e. It was found, on the 29rh of July, that the

crovv of the Adventure were in a sickly state. Her cook
wasdeid, and about twenty of her best men were render-

ed incapal)Ie of duty by the scurvy and flux. At this tim<;

no more than three men were on the sick list on bonid
the Resolution; and only one of these was attacked with

the scurvy. Some others, however, began to discover

the symptoms of it; and, accordingly, recourse was had
to wort, marmadile of carrots, and the rob of lemon-?

and ora:;ges, with the usual success.

Gip:ain Cook could not account for the prevalence of

tliO scurvy be;ng so much greater in the Ad\enture than
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ill llin Res.)!ul!nii, imlc'^s it was o-.viiig lo tlio ore'.v of tlie

former being more scoibutic wiien lliey arrived in Nctv
Zealand than the crow of the latter, and to their eating

few or no vcgetaliles while they lay in Queen Charlotte's

Sound. This aro.~e partly fVotn their want of knowing
the right sorts, and partly from the dislike which seamen
have to the introduction of a ne^v diet. Tiieir aversion to

any unusual change of food is so great, tiiat it can only be

overcome by the steady antl persevering example and au-

thority of a commander. Many of Captain Cook's peo-
ple, otficers as well as common sailors, disliked the boiling

of celery, scurvy-grass, and otiier grjeena, with pease and
wheat; and by some the provision, liins prepared, was re-

fused to be eaten. But, as this had no oilect upon the cap-

tain's conduct, their prejudice gr.idiially subsided: they

began to like their d.e.\ as mucli as the rest of their com-
panions; and, at length, there was hardly a man in the
ship who did not attribute the freedr>m of the creiv

from the scurvy, to the beer and vegetables which had
been made use of at New Zealand. Henceforward, when-
ever the seamen came to a phice where vegetables could
be obtained, our commander seldom found it necessary to

order ti.em to be gathered; and, if they were scirce, hap-

py was the person who could lay hold on them first.

On the 1st of August, when the ships were in the lati-

tude of 2-5^ r, and the longilude of 134"' 6' west, they were
nearly in the same situition with that which is assigned hy
Captain Carteret for Pitcairn's Island, discovered by hiiu

in 1767. For this island, therefore, our \oyagersdiiigen(ly

looked; but saw nothing. According to the longitude in

which he had placed it. Captain Cook must have passed it

fifteen leagues to the west. But as this was uncertain, he

did not think it prudent to lose any time in searching fur

it, as the sickly state of the Adventure's people required

as speedy an arrival as possible at a place of refreshment.

A sight of it, however, would iiave been of use in verify-

ing or correcting, not only the longitude of Pitcairn's Isl-

and, but of the others discovered by Captain Carteret in

that neighbourhood. It is a diminut;on of the value of

that gentleman's voyage, that his longitude was not con-

firmed by astronomical observation, and that hence it waa
liable to errors, the correction of which was out of his

power.
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A-; Capf ain Cook liafl now golten to '.lie nort!iN\arJ ^jfC-ip-

t.i'ii Carferet's track, he no longer entertained any iiopes

of discoverinsT a continent. Islands were all that he could

expect to find, until he returned again to the south. In this

and his former voyage, lie had crossed the ocean in the lati-

tude of 40° and upwards, without meeting any thing which
could, in the least, induce him to believe that he should

attain the great object of his pursuit. Every circumstance

concurred to convince him, that, between the meridian of
America and New Zealand, there is no southern conti-

nent; and that there is no continent farther to the south,

unless in a very high latitude. This, however, was a

point too important to be left to opinions and conjectures

It was to be determined by facts; and the ascertainment
of it was appointed, by our commander, for the employ-
ment of the ensuing summer.

It was tne 6th of August bef)re the ships had the ad-

vantage of the trade wmd. This they got at south-east,

being at that time in the latitude of 19^ 36' south, and the

longitude of ISl-" 32' west. As Captain Coolc had obtain-

ed the south-east trade wind, he directed his course to the

west-north-west; not only with a view of keeping in with

the strength of the wind, but also to get to the north of

the islands discovered in his former voyage, that he might
have a chance of meeting with any other islands which
might lie in the way. It was in the track which had been
pursued by M. de Bougainville that our commander now
proceeded. He was sorry that he coiild not spare time

to sail to the north of tliis track; but at present, on ac-

count of the sickly state of the Adventure's crew, the ar-

riving at a place where refreshments could be procured,

was an object superior to 'hat of discovery. To four of

the islands which were passed by Captain Cook, he gave
the names of Resolution Island, Doubtful Island, Fur-

iicau.x Island, and Adventure Island. They are supposed
to be the same that were seen by M. de Bougainville; and
these with several others, which constitute a cluster of

low and half-drowned isles, that gentleman distingfuished

by the appellation of the Dangerous Archipelago. The
sinoothness of the sea sufficiently convinced our naviga-

tors that they were surrounded by them, and that it was
highly necessary to proceed with the utmost caution, es-

pecially in the night.
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Early in llie laoiirn j, on the 15lli of August, tlie ships

came within sight of Osnaburg Island, or Maitea, wliich

had been discovered by Captain Wallis. Soon after Cap-
tain Cook acquainted Captain Furneaux that it was his

intention to put into Oaiti-piha Bay, near the soufli-

east end of Otaheite, for the purpose of procuring what
refreshments he could from that part of the island, before

he went down to Matavia. At six in the evening the Isl-

and was seen bearing west, and our people continued to

advance towards it till midnight, when they brought to

till four o'clock in the morning; after which they sailed in

for the land with a fine breeze at east. At day-break

they found themselves within the distance of half a leagr.e

from the reef; and, at the same time, the breeze began to

fail them, and was at last succeeded by a calm. It now be-

came necessary for the boats to be hoisted out, in order to

tow off the ships; but all the efforts of our voyagers to keep
them from being carried near the reef were insufficient

for the purpose. As the calm continued, the situation of

the vessels became still more dangerous. Captain Cook,
however, entertained hopes of getting round the western

point of the reef, and into the bay. But, about two o'clock

in the afternoon, when he came before an opening or break

of the reef, through which he had flattered himself that

he might get with the ships, he found, on sending to ex-

amine it, that there was not a sufficient depth of v;ater.

Nevertheless this opening caused such an indraught of

the tide of flood through it, as was very near proving fatal

to the Resolution; for as soon as the vessels got into the

stream, they were carried towards the reef with great im-
petuosity. The moment the captain percei^ed this, he
ordered one of the warping machines, which was held in

readiness, to be carried out, with about four hundred
fathoms of rope; but it did not produce the least effect;

and our navigators had now in prospect the horrors of
shipwreck. They were not more than two cables' length

from the breakers; and, though it was the only probable

method which was lef't of saving the ships, they could find

no bottom to anchor. An anchor, however, they d d

drop, but before it took hold and brought them up, lie

Resolution was in less than three fathom water, a; d

struck at every fall of the sea, which broke close unch-.-
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licr pfcrii ill a dreadful surf, and threatened her crew eveiy

moment with destruction. Happily, the Adventure brougl.t

up uiihout striking. Presently the Resolution's people

carried out to kedcre-anchors, with hawsers to each; and
these found ground a little without the bower. By heav-
ing upon them, and cutting avva)' the bower anchor, tlie

ship was gotten afloat, where Captain Cook and his men
lay for some time in the greatest anxiety, expecting every
minute that either the kedges would come home, or the

hawsers be cut in two by the rocks. At length, the tide

ceased to act in the same direction: upon which the cap-

tain ordered all the boats to try to low off the vessel.

Having found this to be practicable, the two kedges were
hove up, and at that moment a light air came oil" from the

land, by which the boats were so much assisted, that the

Resolution scon got clear of all danger. Our commander
then ordered all the boats to assist the Adventure; but

before they reache-d her, she was under sail with the land

breeze, and in a little time joined her companion, leaving

behind her three anchors, her coasting cable, and t\\o

hawsers, which were never recovered. Thus were our

voyagers once more safe at sea, after narrowly escaping

being wrecked on the very island, at which, but a fe.v

days before, they had most ardently wished to arrive. It

was a peculiarly happy circumstance, that the calm con-

tinued, after bringing the ships into so dangerous a stale.

For if the sea breeze, as is usually the case, had set in,

the Resolution must inevitably have been lost, and proba-

bly the Adventure likewise.

During the time in which the English were in this criti-

cal situation, a number of the natives were either on board

or near the vessels in their canoes. Nevertheless, they

seemed to be insensible of our people's danger, shov\ing

not the least surprise, joy, or fear, when the ships were
striking; and they went away a little before sunset, quite

unconcerned. Though most of them knew Captain Cook
again, and many inquired for Mr. Banks and others \> iio

had been with the captain before, it was remarkable that

not one of them asked for Tupia.

On the 17th, the Resolution and Adventure anchored

in Oaili-piha Bay, immediately upon which they v. ere

crov\ded with the inhabitants of the country, who broug'it

Vol.. I.
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with tlieni cocoa-nuts, plantains, bananas, a[iplf's, ynm?,
and other roots, which were exchanged for nails and
jeads. To some, wlio called tlienisclves chiefs, our coin-

m.inder made presents of shirts, axes, and several articles

beside, in return for which they proniised to bring iiiiii

hog-s and fowls: a promise which they did not perform,

and which, as might be judged from their conduct, they
had never had the least intention of perfoniiiiig. In the

afternoon of the same day, Captain Cook landed in com-
pany with captain Furneaux, for the purpose of viev^i^g

the watering-place, and of sounding the disposition of tiie

natives. The article of water, which was now much
wanted on board, he found might conveniently be obtain-

ed, and the inhabitants behaved with great civility. Not-
withstanding this civility, nothing was brought to m.irket

the next day, but fruit and roots, though it was said that

many hogs v\erc seen about the houses in the neighbour-
hood. The cry was, that they belonged to Waheatoua,
the earee de hi, or king; who had not yet appeared, nor,

indeed, any other chief of note. Among the Indians that

came on board the Resolution, and no small number of
whom did not scruple to call themselves earees, there was
one of this sort who had been entertained in the cabin
most of the day, and to all of whose fr:ends Captain Coolc
had made presents, as well as liberally to himself. At
length, howe\er, lie was caught taking things v\l>icli d.d

not belong to him, and handing them out of the (juarter

gallery. Various complaints of the like nature being at

the same time made against the natives who weie on deck,
our commander turned them all out of' the ship. His'
cabin guest was very rapid in his retreat; and the captain
was so exasperated at his behaviour, that after the earee
had gotten to some distance from the Resolution, lie tirtd

two muskets o\er his head, by which he was .--'o terrified,

that he quitted his canoe and look to the water. Captain
Cook then sent a biiat to take the canoe; but when tl e

boat approached the shore, the people on land began to

pelt her with stones. The captain, therefore, being in

some pain for her safety, as she was unartiied, went him-
self in another boat to protect her, and ordered a greit
gun, loaded with ball, to be fired along the coast, u Inch

made all the Indians retire from the shore, and he was
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sufFered to bring awav two canoes without the leasl sho.v

of opposition. In a tew hours peace was restored, and
the canoes were returned to the tirst person who came
for them.

It was not till the evening of this day, that any one in-

quired after Tupia, and then the inquiry was made by
only two or three of the natives. When they learned the

cause of his death they were perfectly satisfied, nor d;d it

appear to our commander that they would have felt a mo-
ment's uneasiness, if Tupia's decease had proceeded from
any other cause than sickness. They were as little con-
cerned about Aotourou, the man who had gone away with

M. de Bougainville. But they were continually asking

for Mr. Banks, and for several others who had accom-
panied Captain Cook in his former voyage.

Since that voyage, very considerable changes had hap-
pened in the country. Toutaha, ilie regent of tiie greater

peninsula of Otaheite, had been killed in a battle which
was fought between the two kingdoms about five months
before the Resolution's arrival; and Otoo was now the

reigning prince. Tubourai Tamaide, and several more
of the principal friends to the English, had fallen in this

battle, together with a large number of the common peo-

ple. A peace subsisted, at present, between the two
grand divisions of the island.

On the 20th, one of the natives carried off a musket be-

longing to the guard on shore. Captaip. Cook, who was
himself a witness of the transaction, sent out some of his

people after him; but this would have been to very little

purpose, if the thief had not been intercepted by several

of his own countrymen, who pursued him voluntarily,

knocked him down, and returned the musket to the Eng-
lish. This act of justice prevented our commander from
being placed in a disagreeable situation. If the natives

had not given their immediate assistance, it would scarce-

ly have been in his power to have recovered the musket
by any gentle means whatever; and if he had been oblig-

ed to have recourse to other methods, he was sure of

losing more thun ten times its value.

The fraud of one, who appeared as a chief, is, perhaps,

not unworthy of notice. This man, in a visit to Captain

Cook, presented him with a quantity of fruit; among
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vlilcli was a number of cocoa-nutSj tli.it luul alreadvbeeii

exhausted of their liquor b_v our people, and afterwards

thrown overboard. These the chief had picked up, and
tied so artfully in bundles, that at first the deception was
not perceived. When he was infornsed of it, without be-

traying tlie least eniolioii, and allecting a total ignorance

of the matter, he. opened two or three of the nuts himself,

sigiiitied that he was satisfied of the ficl, and then went
on shore and sent off a quantity of plantains and bananas.

The ingenuity and the impudence of fraud are not solely

the production of polished society.

Captain Cook, on the 23d, had an interview with Wa-
heatoua, the result of which was that our navigators ob-

tained this day as much pork as furnished a meal to the

crews of both vessels. In the captain's last voyage,

Waheatoua, who was then little more than a boy, was
called Tearee; but having succeeded to his father's au-

thority, he had assumed his father's name.
The fruits which were procured at Oaiti-piha Bay con-

tributed greatly to the recovery of the sick people belong-

ing to the Adventure. Many of them, who had been so

ill as to be incapable of moving without assistance, were,

111 the compass of a few days, so far recovered that they

n ere able to walk about of themselves. When the Reso-
lution entered the bay, she had but one scorbutic man o-.i

board. A marine, who had long been sick, and who drcd

the second day after her arrival, of a complication of dh-
orders, had not the least mixture of the scurvy.

On the 24th, the ships put to sea, and arrived the next

evening in Matavia Bay. Before they could come to an
anchor, the decks were crowded with the natives, many
of whom Captain Cook knew, and by most of whom he

was well remembered. Among a large multitude of pci-

ple, who were collected together upon the shore, wa^
Otoo, the king of the island. Our commander paid him
a visit on the following day, at Oparree, the place of hi^-

residence; and found him to be a fine, personable, well-

made man, si.x feet high, and about thirty years of age.

The qualities of his mind were not correspondent to his

external appearance; for when Captain Cook endeavoured
to obtain from him the promise of a visit on board, he ac-

knowledged that he was afraid of the guns, and, indeed.
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manifested in all his actions that he v.as a prince of a

timorous (hsposition.

Upon the captain's return from Oparree, he found the

tents, and the astronomer's observatories, set up on the

same spot from which the transit of Venus had been ob-

?cr\ed in 1769. The sick, being twenty in number, from
tiie Adventure, and one from the Resolution, all of vi horn

^>. ere ill of the scurvy, he ordered to be landed; and he

appointed a guard of marines on sliore, under the com-
luaiid of lieutenant Edgcumbe.
On the 27th, Otoo was prevailed upon, with some de-

gree of reluctance, to pav our commander a visit. He
came attended with a numerous train, and brought with

l.im fruits, a hog, two large tisli, and a quantity of cloth;

for which he and all his retinue were gratified with suita-

ble presents. When Captain Cook conveyed his guests to

land, he was met by a venerable lady, the mother of the

late Toutaha, who seized him by both hands, and bAst
into a tlood of tears, saying, Toutaha tiyo no toutee mat-
ly Toutaha; that is, " Toiitaha, your friend, or the friend

of Cook, is dead." He was so nmcli artecied with her

behaviour, that it would have been impossible for him to

have refrained from mingling his tears with her's, had not

Oi.oo, who was displeased with the interview, taken him
from her. It was with difficulty that the captain could

obtain permission to see her again, when he gave her an
axe and some other articles. Captain Furneaux, at this

time, presented the king with two fine goats, which, if no
accident befell them, might be expected to multiply.

Several days had passed in a friendly intercourse with

the natives, and in the procuring of provisions, when, in

the evening of the 30th, the gentlemen on board the Reso-
lution were alarmed wi'.h the cry of murder, and with a

great noise on shore, near the bottom of the bay, and at

a distance from the English encampment. Upon this.

Captain Cook, who suspected that some of his own men
were concerned in the alTair, immediately despatched an
armed boat, to know tl:e cause of the disturbance, and to

bring oir such -of his people as should be found in the

|)Iace. He sent, also, to tlie Adventure, and to the post

on shore, to learn who were missing; for none but those

who were upon dutv were absent from the Resolution.

Vol. I
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The boats speedily returned, with three marines and a
seaman. Some others, likewise, v.-ere taken, belonginif

to the Adventure; and all o-f tliem being put under con-
finement, our commander, the next morning, ordered them
to be punished according to their deserts. He did not
find that any mischief had been done, and the men would
confess nothing. Some liberties which had been taken
with the women had probably given occasion to the dis-

turbance. To whatever cause it was owing, the natives j
were so much alarmed, that they fled from their habita- %
tions in the dead of night, and the alarm was spread inanv
miles along the coast. In the morning, when C.iptain

Cook went to visit Oloo, by appointment, he found that

he had removed, or rather tied, to a gieat distance from
the usual place of his abode. After arriving where he
was, it was some hours before the captain could be admit-
ted to the sight of him; and then he complained of the

riot of the preceding evening.

The sick being nearly recovered, the water completed,
and the necessary repairs of the ships fitrished. Captain
Cook determined to put to sea without delay. Accor-
dingly', on the 1st of September, he ordered every thin or

to be removed from the shore, and the vessels to be un-
moored, in which employment his people were engaged
the greater part of the day. In the afternoon of the

fatne day. Lieutenant Pickersgill returned from Attahou-
rou, to which place he had been sent by the captain, for

the purpose of procuring some hogs that had been prom-
ised. In this expedition the lieutenant had seen the cele-

brated Oberea, who has been so much the object of poet-
ical fancy. Her situation was very humble compared
with what it had formerly been. She was not only alter-

ed much for the worse in her person, but appeared to be
poor, and of little or no consequence or authority in the
island. In the evening, a favourable wind having- spruni^

up, our commander put to sea; on which occasion he was
obliged to dismiss his Otahcite friends sooner than they
wished to depart; but well satisfied with his kind and lib-

eral treatment.

From Matavai Bay, Captain Cook directed his course

for the island of Huaheine, where he intended to touch
This island he reached the next day, and, early in the
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morning of the 3d of September, made sail for tlie har-

bour of Owharre, in which he soon came to an anchor.

The Adventure, not happening to turn into the harbour
with equal facilit}^ got ashore on the north side of the

channel; but, by the timely assistance whicli Captain

Cook had previously provided, in case such an accident

should occur, she was gotten off again, without receiving

any damage. .\s soon as both the ships were in sa.'ety,

our commander, together with Captain Furneaux, landed

upon the island, and was received by the natives with the

utmost cordiality. A trade immediately commenced ; so

that our navigators had a fair prospect of being plentiful-

ly supplied with fresh pork and fouls, which, to people in

their situation, was a very desirable circumstance. On
the 4th, lieutenant Pickersgill sailed with the cutter on a

trading party, toward the south end of the isle. Another
trading party was also sent on shore near the ships, which
party Captain Cook attended himself, to see that the busi-

ness was properly conducted at the fiisc salting out, this

being a point of no small importance. Every thing being

settled to his mind, he went, accompanied by Captain

Furneau.x and Mr. Forster, to pav a visit to his old friend

Oree, the chief of the island. This visit was preceded by

many preparatory ceremonies. Among other things the

chief sent to our commander the inscription engraved on

a small piece of pe« ter, which he had left with him in

July, 1769. It was in the bag that Captain Cook had
made for it, together with a p'ece of counterfeit Enirli-ih

coin, and a few beads which had been put in at the same
time; whence it was evident what particular care had been
taken of the whole. After the previous ceremonies had
been discharged, the captain wanted to go to the king,

but he was informed that the king would come to hnn.

Accordingly, Oreo went up to our commander, and fell on
his neck, and embraced him, nor was it a ceremonious
embrace, for the tears which trickled dawn tlie venerable
old man's cheeks sufficiently bespoke the language of his

heart. The presents which Captain Cook made to the
chief on this occasion, consisted of the most valuable arti-

cles he had; for he regarded him as a father. Oree, in

return, gave the captain a hog and a quantity of cloth,

promising that all the wants of the English should be sup-
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plied. And it was a promise to which he faithfully ad-

hered. Indeed, he carried liis kindness to Captain Cook
so far, as not to t^iiil sending him every day, for his table,

a plentiful supply of l!ie very best of ready-dressed fruit

and roots.

Hitherto all things had gone on in the most agreeable

manner; but on Monday, the 6th, several circunistant-es

occurred, which rendered it an unpleasant and trouble-

some day. When our commander went to tlie trading-

ji! ice, he was informed that one of the inhabitants had
behaved with remarkable insolence. The man was com-
pleiely equipped in a war habit, had a club in each hand,
!uul seemed bent upon mischief. Captain Cook, took,

tl'.erefore, the clubs from him, broke them before his eyes,

and, with some difficulty, compelled him to retire. About
the same time, Mr. Sparrman, who had imprudently gone
out alone to botanize, was assaulted by two men, who
stripped him of every thing which he had about him, ex-

cepting his trowsers, and struck bim again and again with

liis own hanger, though happily without doing him any
harm. When they had accomplished their purpose, thej

made ofl'; after which another of the natives brought a

piece of cloth to cover him, and conducted him to the

trading-place, where the inhabitants, in a large number,
Mere assembled. The instant tliat Mr. Sparrman appear-
ed in the condition now described, they all fled with the

utmost precipitation. Captain Cook, having recalled a

fow of the Indians, and convinced them that he should

take no step to injure those who were innocent, went to

Oree to complain of the outrage. When the chief had
heard the whole affair related, he wept aloud, and many
other of the inhabitants did the same. After the first

transports of his griefs had subsided, he began to e.xpos-

tulafe with his people, telling them (for so his language
was understood by the English.) how well Captain Cook
had treated them both in this and his former voyage, and
how base it was in them to commit such actions. He
then took a minute account of the things of which Mi-.

Sparrman had been robbed, and, after having promised to

use his utmost endeavours for the recovery of them, desir-

ed to go into the captain's boat. At this, the natives, ap-

prehensive doubtless for the safety of their prince, e.xpres.-;-
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eil tlie utmost alarm, and used every arorument to di;--

suafle him from so rash a meapure All their remonstran-

ces, however, were in vam. He hasteneil into "he Doa-

and as soon as they saw that their beloved chief was
wholly in our commander's power, they set up a greul

outcry. Indeed, their grief was inexpressible; they pray-

ed, entreated, nay, attempted to pull him out of the bo:ii;

and every face was bedewed with tears. F/en Capla.n
Cook himself was so moved by their distress, that he uu.-

ted his entreaties with their's, but all to no purpose. Orec
insisted upon the captain's coming into the boat, whirli

was no sooner done, than he ordered it to be put off. H:.s

sister was the only per.*on among the Indians who behave-d

with a becoming magnanimity on this occasion; for, with

a spirit equal to that of her royal brother, she alone did

not, oppose his going. It was his design, in coming into

the boat of the English, to proceed with them in search

of the robbers. Accordingly, he went with Captain Cook,
as far as it was convenient, by water, when they landed,

entered the country, and tra\elled some miles inland; in

doing which the chieLled the way, and inquired after the

criminals of every person whom he saw. In this search

he would have gone to the very extremity of the island,

if our commander, who did not think the object worthy of

Fo laborious a pursuit, had not refused to proceed aiiv

farther. Besides, as he intended to sail the next mornin^,
and all manner of trade was stopped in consequence of

the alarm of the natives, it became the more necessnrv

fir him to return, that he might restore things to their

former state. It was with great reluctance that Oree was
prevailed upon to discontinue the search, and to content

liiiMself with sending, at Captain Cook's request, some of
his people for the things which had been carried oif.

When he and the captain had gotten back to the boat,

they found there the chiefs sister and several other ptM-

sons, who had travelled by land to the place. The Eng-
lish gentlemen immediately stepped info their boat, in or-

der to return on board, without so much asasking Oree to

accompany them; notwithstanding which, he insisted

upon doing it; nor could the opposition and entreaties of

those who were about him induce him to desist from his

purpose. His sister followed his example, uninfluenced-

1-2
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on this occasion, by the supplications and tears of her

daughter. Captain Cook amply rewarded the chief and
his sister for the confidence they had placed in him; and,

after dinner, conveyed them both on shore, where some
hundreds of people waited to receive them, many of whom
embraced Oree with tears of joy. All was now peace

and gladness; the inhabitants crowded in from every part

with such a plentiful supply of hogs, fowls, and vegetable

productions, that the English presently filled two boats;

and the chief himself presented the captain with a large

hog, and a quantity of -fruit. Mr. Sparrman's hanger, the

only thing of value which he had lost, was brought back,

together with part of his coat; and our navigators were
told that the remaining articles should be restored the

ne.xt day. Some things which had been stolen from a

party of officers, who had gone out a shooting, were re-

turned in like manner.
The transactions of this day have been the more par-

ticularly related, as they show the high opinion which the

chief had formed of our commander, and the unreserved

confidence that he placed in his integrity and honour.

Oree had entered into a solemn friendship with Captain

Cook, according to all the forms which were customary in

the country; and he seemed to think tiiat this friendship

could not be broken by the act of any other persons. It

IS justly observed by the captain, that another chief maj'

never be found, v. ho, under similar circumstances, will act

m the same manner. Oree, indeed, had nothing to fear

for it was not our commander's intention to hurt a hair of

his liead, or to detain him a moment longer than was
agreeable to his own desire. But of this how could he,

and his people be assured? They were not ignorant that

when he was once in Captain Cook's power, the whole
force of the island would not be sufficient to recover him,
and that they must have complied with any demands,
however great, for his ransom. The apprehensions, there-

fore, of the inhabitants, for their chief's and their own
safety, had a reasonable foundation.

Early on the 7th, while the ships were unmooring, the

captain went to pay his farewell visit to Oree, and took

with him such presents as had not only a fancied value,

but a real utility. He left, also, with the chief, the in-
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STi'plion plate that had before been in his possession, and
another small copper plate, on which \\e;e entrraved these

words: "Anchored here, his Britannic Majeaty's ships

Resolution and Adventure, September, 1773." These
plates, together with some medals, were put up in a bag,

of wiiich Oree promised to take care, and to produce them
to the first ship or ships that should arrive at the island.

Having, in return, given a hog to Captain Cook, and load-

ed his boat >vith fruit, they took leave of each other, when
the good old chief embraced our commander with tears

in his eyes. Nothing was mentioned, at this interview,

concerning the remainder of Mr. Sparrman's property.

As it was early in the morning, the captain judged that it

had not been brought in, and he was not willing to speak
of it to Oree, lest he should give him pain about things

which there had not been time to recover. The robbers

having soon afterwards been taken, Oree came on board
agiin, to request that our commander would go on shore,

either to punish them, or to be present at their punish-

ntenf; but this not being convenient to him, he left them
tfi the punishment of their own chief. It was from the isl-

and of Huaheine that Captain Furneau.x received into h s

ship a young man named Omai, a native of Uiietea, of
whom so much hath since been known and written. This
choice Captain Cook at first disapproved, as thinking that

the youth was not a proper sample of the inhaliitants of
the Society Islands; being inferior to many of them in bir'h

and acquired rank, and not having any peculiar ad\an
tage in point of shape, figure, and complexion. The c.ip

tain aftersvards found reason to be better satisfied with

Omai's having accompanied our navigators to England.
During the short stay of the vessels at Huaheine, out

people were very successful in obtaining supplies of pro-

visions. No less than three hundred hogs, besides fovvis

and fruit, were procured; and had the ships continued
longer at the place, the qtiantity might have been greatly

increased. Such was the fertility of this small island, that

none of these articles of refreshment were seemingly di-

minished, but appeared to be as plentiful as ever.

From Huaheine our navigators sailed for Uiietea; where
trade v.as carried on in the usual manner, and t\ most
friendly intercourse renewed between Captain CorV i\y \
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Oreo, li)o chief of the island. Flere Tiipia was iiuj'iiren

afier xvitli particular eagerjiess, and the inquirers \'.e'-e

perfectly satis^ed with the account which was given (>»"

the occasion of that Indian's decease.
On the morning of the ISih, the English were surprised

at finding that none of the inhabitants of Ulielea came otl'

to the ships, as had hitherto been cusiomary. As two
men belonging to the Adventure had stayed on shore all

night, coiitrary to orders, Captain Cnok's first conjectures

were, that the natives had stripped them, and were afraid

of the revenge that would be taken of the insidt. Tins,

liowever, was not the case. The men had been treated

with great civility, and could assign no cause for the pre-

cipitate Hight of the Indians. All that the cap'.ain could

learn was, that .several were killed, and others wounded,
by the guns of the English. This information alarmed
hun for the safety of some of our people, «lio had beeii

sent out in two boats to the island of Otaha. He detcr-

niiticd, therefore, if possible, to see the chief himself.

When ne came up to him, Oreo threw his arms around oiar

commander's neck, and burst into tears, in which he was
accompanied by all the women, and some of the men; so

tliat the lamentation became i^eneral. Astonishment
alone kept Captain Cook from joining in their grief. At
last, the whole which he could collect from his inquiries

was, that the natives had been alarmed on account of the

absence of (he English boats, and imagined that the cap-
tain, upon the supposition of the desertion of his men,
would use violent means for the recovery of his loss.

VViien I he milter was explained, it was acknowledged that

not a single inhabitant, or a single Englishman, had been
hurt. This gro;mdless consternaiion displayed in a strong

light the tiuiorous disposition of the people of the Society

Islands.

Our navigators were as successful in procuring provi-

sions at Ulietea as they had been at Huaheine. Captain

Ci)ok judged that the number of hogs obtained amounted
to four hundred or upwards; many of them, indeed, were

only roasters, while others exceeded a hundred pounds in

weight, but the general run, was from forty to si.Kty. A
larger quantity wasoflered than the ships could contain, so

that our countrymen were enabled to proceed on their

royage with no small degree of comfort and advantage.
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O'lr commander, bv his senonJ visit to the Socie'j' Isl-

ands, gained a farther knowledire of their general sfate,

and of the customs of the inhabitants. It appeared that

a Spanish ship had been lately at Otaheite, and the na-
t'nes complained that a disease had been commimicafed
to them by the people of this vessel, which, according to

their account, affected the head, the throat, and the
stomach, and at length ended in death. With regard to

a certain disorder, the effects of which have so fatally

been felt in the latter ages of the world, Captain Cook's
inquiries could not absolutely determine whether it was
kno«n to the islanders before they were visited by the
E iropeans. If it was of recent origin, the introduction

of it was, without a dissentient voice, ascribed to the voy-
age of M. de Bougainville.

One thing which our commander was solicitous to as-

certain, was, whether human sacrifices constituted a part

of the religious customs of these people. The man of
\vhoni he made his inquiries, and several other natives,

took some pains to explain the matter, but from our peo-
ple's ignorani-e of the language of the country, their ex-

plication could not be understood. Captain Cook after-

wards learned from Omai that the inhabitants of the So-
ciety Islands ofier hiunan sacrifices to the Supreme Toeing.

What relates to funeral ceremonies excepted, all the

knovledge he could obtain concerning their religion was
very imperfect and defective.

The captain had an opportunity, in this voyage, of rec-

tifying the great injustice which had been done to the

women of Otaheite and the neighbouring isles. They liad

been represetited as ready, without exception, to grant the

last favour to any man who would come up to their price,

but our commander found that this was by no means the

'case. The favours both of the married women and of the

unmarried, of the better sort, were as difKcult to be ob-
tained in the Society Islands as in anv other country
whatever. Even with respect to the unmarried females

of the lower class, the charge was not indiscriminately

true. There were many of tiicse who would not admit'

of indecent familiarities. Tiie setting this subject in a
proper lijjht must he considered as one of the agreeable

i; ii?:is of Cajjtain Cook't? .ecotid voyage. Every enlight-

Voi. I.
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ened mind will rejoice at what conduces to the honour of

h;iman nature in general, and of the female .-ex in [)arlic-

iilir. Chastity is so eminen'ly the glory of that sex, and,

indeed, is so essentially connected with the good orde. of

society, that it must be a satisfaction to reflect that the:e

is no country, however ignorant or barbarous, in whi(h
this virtue is not regarded as an object of moral obliga-

tion.

This voyage enabled our commander to gain some far-

ther knowledge concerning the geography of the Society

Isles, and he found it highly probable that Otaheite is of

greater extent than he had computed it in his former esti-

mation. The astronomers did not neglect to set up their

observatories, and to make obser\ations suited to their

purpose.

On the 17fh of September Captain Cook sailed from

Ulietea, directing his course to the west, w;th an inchn.:-

tion to the south. Land was discovered on the 2.3d fpf

the month, to which he gave the name nf Harvey's Isl-

and. On the 1st of October he reached the island of Mid-
dleburg. While he was looking about for a landing-place,

two canoes, each of them conducted by two or three men,
came boldly alongside the ship, and some of the people

entered it without hesitation. This mark of confidence

inspired our commander with so good an opinion of I lie

inhabitants, that he determined, if possible, to pay them
a visit, which he did the next day. Scarcely had the ves-

sels gotten to an anchor, before they were surrounded by
a great number of canoes, full of the natives, who brought

with them cloth and various curiosities, which they ex-

changed for nails and such other articles as were adapted

to their fancy. Among those who came on board, v as a

chic'', named Tioony, whose friendship Captain Cook im-

mediately gained bv proper presents, consisting princi|)al-

ly of a hatchet and some spike-nails. A p:irty of o:!r

navigators, with the captain at the head of them, having
embarked in two boats, proceeded to shore, where they
found an immense crowd of people, who welcomed them
to the island with loud acclamations. There was not so

much as a stick, or any other we:ipon in the hands of a
single native, so pacific were their dispositions and inten-

tions. They seemed to be moic desirous of giviijg than
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rcceiviiiw, and many of them wlio could not approacli near
to the boats, threw into them, over the heads of others,

whole bales of cloth, and then retired, without either ask-
ing or waiting for anj' thing in return. The whole day
was spent by our navigators in the most agreeable man-
ner When they returned on board in the evening, every
one expressed how much he was delighted with the coun-
try, and the ver}' obliging behaviour of the inhabitants,

wlio seemed to vie with each other in their endeavours to

give pleasure to our people. All this conduct appeared to

ho the result of the most pure good nature, perhaps wirh-

oit being accompanied with much sentiment or feeling;

fir when Captain Cook signified to the chief his intentiou

of quilting the island, he did not seem to be in the least

moved. Among other articles presented by the captain
to Tioony, he left him an assortment of garden-seed?,

which, if properly used, might be of great future benefit

to the country.

From Middleburg the ships sailed down to AnisterdTin,

t!ie natives of which island were equally ready vi-ith tho?e

of the former place to maintain a friendly intercour.=e with

the English. Like the people of Middleburg, they brought
Lothing with them but cloth, matting, and such other ar-

licles as could be of little service, and for these our sea-

licn were so simple as to barter away their clothes. To
put a stop, therefore, to so injurious a traffic, and to ob-

tain the necessary refreshments, the captain gave orders

that no sort of curiosities should be purchased by any per-

son whatever. This injunction produced the desired effect.

When the inhabitants saw that the English would deal

with them for nothing but eatables, they brought off ba-

nanas and cocoa-nuts in abundance, together with some
fowls and pigs; all of which they exchanged for small

nails and pieces of cloth. Even a few old rags were suffi-

cient for the purchase of a pig or a fowl.

The method of carrying on trade being settled, and
proper officers having been appointed to prevent disputes,

our commander's next object was to obtain as complete a

knowledge as possible of the island of Amsterdam. In

this he was much facilitated by a friendship which he had
formed with Attago, one of the chiefs of the country.

Captain Cook was struck with admiration when he sur-
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veyed <he beauty and cultivation of the island. He
thought himself transported into the most fertile plains of

Europe. There was not an inch of waste ground. The
roads occupied no larger a space than was absolutely ne-

cessary, and the fences did not take up above four inches

each. Even such a small portion of ground was not

wholly lost, for many of the fences themselves contained

useful trees or plants. The scene was every where the

same, and nature, assisted by a little art, no where as-

sumes a more splendid appearance than in this island.

Friendly as were the natives of Amsterdam, they were
not entirely free from the thievish disposition which hath
so often been remarked in (he islanders of the Southern
Ocean. The instances, however, of this kind which oc-

curred, were not of such a nature as to produce any ex-

traordinary degree of trouble, or to involve our people in

a quarrel with the inhabitants.

Captain Cook's introduction to the king of the island

atTorded a scene somewhat remarkable. His majesty was
.'-eated with so much sullen and stupid gravity, that the

captain took him for an idiot, whom the Indians, from
some superstitious reasons, were ready to worship. When
our commander saluted and spoke to him, he neither an-

s\vered nor took the least notice of him, nor did he alter

a single feature of his countenance. Even the presents

v- hich were made to him could not induce him to resign a

bit of his gravity, or to speak one word, or to turn his

head either to the right hand or to the left. As he was
in the prime of life, it was possible that a false sense ot

d gnity might engage him to assume so solemn a stupidity

<if appearance. In the history of mankind instances might
probably be found which would confirm this supposition.

It is observable that the two islands of Middleburg and
Amsterdam are guarded from the sea by a reef of cora)

rocks, which extend out from the shore about one hun-
dred fathoms. On this reef the force of the sea is spent

before it reaches the land. The same, indeed, is in a

great measure the situation of all the tropical isles which
our commander had seen in that part of the globe; and
hence arises an evidence of the wisdom and goodness of

Providence, as by -such a provision nature has eflecfually

.'secured Ihem from the encroachments of the sea, tl:oiii,'ti
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ir.anj- of ti;c!n are mere points, when compared with llie

vast ocean bv vvliich ihey are surrounded.

In AiTisterdain Mr. Forsier not only found the same
plants that are at Otaheite and the neighbouring ishmds,

hut several other?, which are not to be met with in those

places. Captain Cook took care, by a proper assortment

of giirden-seeds and pulse, to increase the vegetable stock

of ihe inhabitants.

Hogs and fowls were the only domestic animals that

were seen in these islands. Tiie former are of the same
sort with those which had been met with in other parts of

tlie Southern Ocean, but the latter are far superior, being

as large as any in Eiirope, and equal, if not preferable,

with respect to the goodness of their flesh.

Both men and women are of a common size with Euro-
jieans. Tiieir colour is that of a lightish copper, and with

a greater uniformity than occurs among the natives of

0;aheite and the Society Isles. Some of the English gen-
tlemen were of opinion that the irthabitants of Middleburg
and Amsterdam were a much handsomer race, while

others, with whom Captain Cook concurred, maintained

a contrary sentiment. However this may be, their shape
i.-good, their features regular, and they are active, brisk,

and lively. The women, in particular, are the merriest

creatures our commander iiad ever met with; and provid-

ed any person seemed pleased with them, they would keep
chattering by his side without the least invitation, or con-

sidering wliether they were understood. They appeared
in general to be modest, though there were several

amongst them of a dilferent character. As there were yet

on board soihe compLi.nis of a certain disorder, the cap-
tain look all possible care to prevent its conmiunication.

Our navigators were frequently entertained by the w omen
with songs, and this in a manner which was by no means
disagreeable. They had a miethod of keeping time by
snapping their fingers. Their music was harmonious as

well as their voices, and there was a considerable aegree
of compass in their notes.

A singular custom was found to prevail in these islands.

The greater part of t^"" people were observed to have lost

one or both of their little fuigers, and this was notpeculiir
to rank, age, or se.\ ; nor\\as the amputation resiricii;d

Vo..,. 1.
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to any specific period of life. Our navigators endeavo'.ir-

ed in vain to discover the reason of so extraordinary a

practice.

A very extensive knowledge of the language of Middle-
burg and Amsterdam could not be obtained during tise

short stay wliioh was made there by the English. How-
ever, the more they inquired into it, the more they fcund

that it was, in general, the same with that which is spoken
at Otaheite and the Society Isles. The difference is not

greater than what frequently occurs betwixt the most
northern and western parts of England.
On the 7th of October, Captain Cook proceeded on his

voyage. His intention was to sail directly to Queen
Charlotte's Sound, in New-Zealand, for the purpose of

taking in wood and water, afier whicn he was to pursue

his discoveries to the south and the east. The day after

he quitted Amsterdam he passed the island of Pilstart, an
island which had been discovered by Tasman.
On the 21st, he made the land of New-Zealand, at the

distance of ci<;ht or ten leagues from Table Cape. As
our commander was very desirous of leaving in the conn-

try such an assortment of animals and vegetables as might
greatly contribute to the future benefit of the inhabitants,

one of the first things which he did was to give to a chief,

who had come off in a canoe, two boars, two sows, four

hens, and two cocks, together with a quantity of seeds.

Tiie seeds were of the most useful kind, such as ^vheat,

french and kidney beans, pease, cabbage, turnips, onions,

carrots, pars:iips, and yams. The man to \\hom these

several articles were presented, though he was much more
enraptured with a spike-nai! half the length of his arm,
l)romised, however, to take care of them, and, in particu-

lar, not to kill any of the animals. If he adhered to his

promise, they would be sufficient, in a due course of time,

to stock the whole island.

It was I he od of November before Captain Cook brought
the Resolution into Ship Cove, in Queen Charlotte's

Sound. He had been beating about the island from the

2 1st of October, during which time his vessel was exposed
to a variety of tempestuous weather. In one instan. e 1 e

had been driven olf the land bv a fi!r!o:is siorm, which
la:iic;d two days, and which would have been dangerous in
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the liiirlicsf degree, hail i( not fcirtunately happened tha'

it was fair over head, and that there was no reason to be
apprehensive of a lee-shore. In the course of the bad
Meat her which succeeded this storm, the Adventure was
.•eparated from the Resohition, and was never seen or

iieard of through tlie whole remainder of the voyage.

Tiie tirst object of our commander's attention after his

arrival in Queen Charlotte's Sound, was to provide for the

repiir of his ship, which had siiflered in various respects,

and especially in her sails and rigging. Another matter
v\ hii:h called for his notice was the state of the bread be-

longing to the vessel, and he had the mortification of find-

ing that a large (juantity of it was damaged. To repair

this loss in the best manner he was able, he ordered all

the casks to be opened, the bread to be picked, and such
parcels of it to be baked in the cop[)er oven, as could by

that means be recovered. Notwithstanding this care,

four thousand two hundred and ninety-two pounds were
found totally unfit for use, and about three thousand
pounds more could only be eaten by people in the situa-

tion of our navigators.

Captain Cook was early in his inquiries concernmg the

nniuials v\hich had been left at Ndv-Zealand in the for-

mer part of his voyage. Ho «au' the youngest of the two
v;()\v.s that Captain Fmneiiux lind put on shore in Cannibal
Cove. Siie was in good condiiiun, and very tame. The
boar and other sow, if our commander was rightly inform-

ed, were taken away and se[)arated, but not killed. He
was told that the two goats vvhicii he had landed up the

Sound, had been destroyed by a rascally native of the

n.uue of Gdubiah, so that the captain had the grief of dis-

co\ering that all his benevolent endeavours to stock the

country with useful annuals were likely to be frustrated

by the very people whom he was an-^ious to serve. The
gardens had met with a better fite. Every thing in them,
excepting potatoes, the inhabitants had left entirely to

n-ature, who had so well performed her part, that most of

the articles were in a flourishing condition.

Notwithstanding the inattention and folly of the New-
Z(Mhinders, Captain Cook still continued his zeal for their

lu;iio!it. To the inhabitants who resided at the Cove, he

gave a boar, a yo .ng .sow, luo cocjvs, and two hens, which
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had been brought from the Society Islands. At ihe bot-

foin of the West Bay lie ordered to be landeu, without the

knowledge of the Indians;, four hogs, beinir three sows
and one boar, toiiether uith two cocks and two hens.

They «ere carried a little waj' into the woods, and as

much food was left them as would serve them for ten or

twelve days, which was done to prevent their coming down
fo the shore in search of sustenance, and by that means
heing discovered by the natives. The captain was desir-

ous of replacing the two goats which Goubiah was under-

stood to have killed, by leaving behind him the only tv,o

that yet remained in his possession. But he had the mis-

for'.ime, soon after his arrival a( Queen Charlotte's Sound,
to lose the ram, and this in a manner for which it was not

easy to assign the cause. Whether it was owing to any
thing he had eaten, or to his being stung with nettles,

which were very plentiful in the place, he was seized « itli

fits lliat bordered upon madness. In one of these fits, he

was supposed to have run into the eea, and to have been
d:owncd: and thus every method which our commander
had ia!;cn to stock the country with sheep and goats,

proved inefTectual. lie hoped to be more successful wiih

respect to the boars and sows, and the cocks and liens,

which he left in the island.

While the boatswain, one day, and a party of men, were
employed in cutting broom, some of them stole several

things from a pri\ate hut of the natives, in which was de-

posited most of the treasures (hey had received from the

English, us well as property of their own. Coni|jlaint

being made by the Indians to Captain Cook, and a par-

ticular man of the boatswain's party having been pointed

out to the captain as the person who had committed the

theft, he ordered him to be punished in their presence.

With this they went awav seenungly satisfied, althoujjh

they did not recover any of the articles which tliev had
lost. It was always a ma.\im with our commander, fo

nunish the least crimes which any of his people wee guilty

of with regard to imci\ili/.ed nations. Their robbing us

wiih impunity he by no means considered as a reasoYi for

o'.u- treating theni in the same manner. Addicted as iho

Ne\v-Ze ilar.ders were, in a certain degree, to stealing, a

di.-positioa \vl:ic.h must ha\c ht-en vc.'y much increased by
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t!ie novelty and allurement of the objects preseiiicd ;o

tiieir view, they had, nev<^rtlieless, when injured them-

selves, such a sense of justice as to apply to Captain

Cook for redress. The best method, in his opinion, of

preserving a good understanding with the inhabitants ot'

countries in this state of society, is, first to convince them
of the superiority we have over them in consequence of

our fire-arms, and then to be always upon our guard.

Such a conduct, united with strict honesty and gentle

treatment, will convince them tiiat it is their interest no'

to disturb us, and prevent them from forming any general

plan of attack.

In this second visit of our navigators to New-Zealand,
fhev met with indubitable evidence that the natives were

eaters of human fie^h. The proofs of this fact had a

most powerful inlhience on the mind of Oedidee, a youth

of Bolabola, whom Captain Cook had brought in the

Resolution from Ulietea. He was so affected, that he be-

came perfectly motionless, and exhibited such a picture

of horror, that it would have been impossible for art to

ilescribe that passion, with half the force with which it

appeared in his countenance. When he was roused from
this stale by some of the English, he burst into tears, con-

tinued to weep and scold by turns, told the New-Zealaiid-
ers 'hat they were vile men, and assured them that he

would not be any longer their friend. He would not so

much as permit them to come near him; and he refused

to accept, or even to touch, the knife by which some hu-

man flesh had been cut off. Such was Ocdidee's indigna-

tion against the abominable custom; and our commander
has justly remarked, that it was an indignation worthy to

be imitated by every rational being. The conduct of this

young man, upon the present occasion, strongly points

out the difference which had taken place, in the progress

of civilization, between the inhabitants of the Society isl-

ands and those of New-Zealand. It was our command-
er's firm opinion, that the only human flesh which was
eaten by these people was that of their enemies, who had
been slain in battle.

Diu'ing the stay of our voyager.'^ in Queen Charlotte's

Sound, they were plentifully supplied with fish, procured
from llie natives, at a very easy rate; and, besides the ve-
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getables afforded by their own gardens, tlioy every wlicrc

I'oimd plenty of scurvy-grass and celery. These C.iplaiu

Cook ordered to be dressed every day for all his hand-;.

By the attention which he paid to his men in the article

of provisions, they had for three months lived principally

on a fresh diet, and, at this time there was not a sick or

scorbutic person on board.

The morning before the captain sal'ed, he wrote a mem-
orandum, containing such information as he thought ne-

cessary for Captain Furneaux, in case he should put inio

the sound. This memorandum was buried in a bottle un-

der the root of a tree in the garden; and in such a manner,
that it could not avoid being discovered, if either Oaptain
Furneaux, or any other European, should chance to ar-

rive at the cove.

Our commander did not leave New-Zealand without

making such remarks on the coast between Cape Teera^v-

hitte and Cape Paliiser as may be of service to future

navigators. It being now the unanimous opinion that tjio

Adventure was no where upon the island. Captain Cook
gave up all expectation of seeing her any more during the

voyage. This circumstance, however, did not discoiira^M!

lim from fully exploring the southern parts of the Pacific

^cean, in the dojng of which he intended to employ the

irhole of the ensuing season. When he q'litted the coas*,

/le had the satisfaction to fmd that not a man of the cre.v

was dejected, or thought that the dangers tiiey had yet to

go through were in the least augmented by their being

alone. Such was the confidence they placed in their com-
mander, that they were as ready to proceed cheerfully to-

the south, or wherever he might lead them, as if the Ad-
venture, or even a larger number of ships, had been in

company.
On the 26th of November Captain Cook sailed from

New-Zealand in search of a continent, and steered to the

south, inclininor to the east. Some days after this, our

navigators reckoned themselves to be antipodes to their

friends in London, and consequent,y were at as great a

distance from them as possible. The first ice island was
seen on the 12th of December, farther south than the first

ice which had been 'met with after leaving the Cape of

Good Hope, in the preceding year. In the progress of
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the vovDPe, ice islands continually ocnurred, and the

navigation became more and more difficult and dangerous.

When our peojile were in the latitude of 67" 5' south, they

all at once irot within such a cluster of these islands, to

gether with a large quantity of loose pieces, that to keep
clear of them was a matter of the utmost difficulty. On
the 22d of the month, the Resolution was in the highest

latitude she had vet reached; and circumstances now be-

came so unfavourable, that our commander thought of re-

turning more to the north. Here there was no probability

of finding any land, or a possibility of getting farth.er

south. To have proceeded, therefore, to the east in this

latitude, must have been improper, not only on account
of the ice, but because a vast space of sea to the north

must have been left unexplored, in which tnere might lie

a large tract of country. It was only by visiting those

parts, that it could be determined whether such a suppo-

sition was well foLuided. As our navigators advanced to

the northeast on the 24!h, the ice islands increased so fast

upon them, t!.at, at noon, they could see nearly a hundred
around them, besides an immense number of small pieces.

In this situation they spent Christmas-day, much in the

same manner as they had done in the former 3-ear. Hap
pily our people had continued day light, and clear weath
er; for had it been as foggy as it was on some preceding

days, nothing less than a miracle could have saved them
from beinor dashed to pieces.

While the Resolution was in the high latitudes, majiy
of her company were attacked with a slight fever, occa-
sioned by colds. The disorder, however, )-ielded to the

simplest remedies, and was generally removed in a fe.v

days. On the 5th of January, 1774, the ship not being
then in much more than fift}- degrees of latitude, there

were only one or two persons on the sick list.

After Captain Cook, agreeably to his late resolution,

had traversed a large extent of ocean, without discovering
land, he again directed his course to the southward. Bv
the 30th of the month, through obstructions and difficul-

ties, which, from their similar nature to those already
mentioned, it would be tedious to repeat, he reached to

the seventy-first degree of latitude. Thus far had I e

gone; but to have proceeded taither would have been the
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liO'^ibf of fiiHy p.nd ii-.adness. If would have been expos.

iiiij himself, his men, and liis ship, to tl;e utmost dapgor,

and perhaps to destruction, without the least prospect ot"

advantage. The captain was of opinion, as indeed were
most of the gentlemen on hoard, that the ice now in siglit

extended quite to the pole, or might join to some land, to

vihicli it might be fixed from the earliest time. If, hon-
cver, there be such land, it can afford no better retreat for

birds, or any other animals, than the ice itself, with which
it must be wholly covered. Though our commander had
not only the ambition of going farther fiian any one had
done before, but of proeeednig as far as it was possible

for man to go, he was the less dissatisfied with the inter-

ruption he now met with, as it shortened the dangers and
hardships inseparable from the navigation of the southern
polar regions. In fact he was impelled by inevitable ne-

cessity to tack and stand back to the north.

The determination which Cuptain Cock now formed
was to spend the ensuing winter within the tropic, if he

met with no employment before he came th^re. He was
well satished that no continent was to be found in (his

-ocean, but what must lie so far to the south as to be

wholly unaccessible on account of ice. If there existed

a continent in the South Atlantic Ocean, tie was sensible

tlvat he could not explore it without having tlie whole
summer before him. Upon a supposition, on the other

liand, that there is no land there, he might undoubtedly

have reached the Cape of Good Hope by April. In that

case he would have put an end to the finding of a conti-

nent; which was indeed the first object of the voyage.

Bat this could not satisfy the extensive and magnanimous
mind of our commander. He had a good ship, expressiy

sent out on discoveries, a healthy crev/, and was not in

want either of -stores or of provisions. In such circum-

stances, to have quitted this Southern Pacific Ocean,
would, he thought, have been betraying not only a want
of perseverance, but of judgment, in supposing it to haie

oeen so well explored that nothing farther coidd be done.

Ah hough he had proved that there was no continent but

what nuisf lie far to the south, there remained, neverthu-

.ess, room for very large islands in places wholly unexani-

ned Many like.vise. of those which hadfo'nierly been
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'JlscovereJ had beon but imperfectly explored, and their

situations were as imperfectly known. He was also per
suaded that his continuing some time longer in this sea
would be productive of improve.nents, in navigation and
geography, as well as in other sciences.

In consequence of these views, it was Captain Cook's
intention first to go in search of the land said to have been
discovered by Juan Fernandez in the last century. If he

ehould fail in finding this land, he proposed to direct his

course in quest of Easter Island, or Davis's Land, the

situation of which was known with so little certainty, that

none of the attempts lately made for its discovery had
been successful. He next intended to get within the

tropic, and then to proceed to the west, touching at, and
settling the situations of such islands as he might meet
with till he arrived at Otaheite, where it was necessary
for him to stop, to look for the Adventure. It was also

in his contemplation to run as far west as the Tierra Aus-
tral del Espiritu Santo, which was disco\ered bv Quiros,

and to which M. de Bniigainville has given tlie name of
the Great Cyclades. From this land it was the captain
plan to steer to the south, and so back to the east, be-
tween the latitudes of fifty and sixty. In the execution
of this plan, it was his purpose, if possible, to attain the

length of Cape Horn in the ensuing November, when he
should have the best part of thesumnier before him to e.\-

plore the southern part of the .\tlantic Ocean. Great as

was this design, our commander thought it capable of be-
ing carried into execution; and when he communicated it

to his officers, he had the satisfiiction of finding that it re-

ceived their zealous and cheerful concurrence. Thevdis-
pl.iyed the utmost readiness in e.xecuting, in the most
eil'ectual manner, every measure he thought proper to

adopt. With such good examples to direct them, the sea-

men were always obedient and alert; and on the present
rucasion, so far were they from wishing the vovage to be
roncluded, that they rejoiced at the prospect of its bein^
prolonged another year, and of soon enjoying the benefits

of a milder climate.

In pursuing his course to the north. Captain Cook be
rame well assured that the discovery of Juan Fernandez
if anv such was ever made, could be nothing more than a

Vol. I. 13
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small isiand. At lhi-< time the captain wa3 attacked by a

bilious cholic, the violence of which confined him to his

bed. The management of the ship, upon this occasion,

was left to Mr. Cooper, the first officer, who conducted
her entirely to his commander's satisfaction. It was se\ -

eral days before the most dangerous symptoms of Captain
Cook's disorder were removed, during which time Mr.
Patten, the surgeon, in attending upon him, manifested
not only the skilfulness of a physician, but the tenderness
of a nurse. When the captain began to recover, a favour

ite dog, belonging to Mr. Forster, fell a sacrifice to his

fender stomach. There was no other fresh meat whatev-
ever on board, and he could eat not only of the broth

which was made of it, but of the flesh itself, when there

was nothing else that he was capable of ta.«ting. Thus
did he derive nourishment and strength from food, w'hicli.

to most people in Europe, would hfive been in the highest

degree disgusting, and productive of sickness. The no-
lessity of the case overcame every feeling of dislike.

On the llfhof March our navigators came within sigiit

of Easter Island, or Davis's Land, their transactions at

which place were of too little moment to deserve a par-

ticular recital. The inhabitants are, in general, a slender

race. In colour, features, and language, they bear such
an affinity to the people of the more western isles, that

there can be no doubt of their having been descended
from one common original. It is indeed extraordinary

that the same nation should have spread themselves to so

wide an extent, as to take in almost a fourth part of the

circumference of the globe. With regard to the disposi-

tion of the natives of Easter Island, it is friendly and hos-

_Li table; but they are as much addicted to stealing as anv
of their neighbours. The island itself hath so little to re-

cominenr! it, that no nation need to contend for the hon-
our of its discovery. So sparing has nature been of her
f.ivours to this spot, that there is in it no safe anchorage,
no wodd for fuel, no fiesh water worth taking on board.

The most remarkable objects in the country are some sur-

prising gigantic statues, w hich were first seen bv Rotrge-
wein.

It was viith pleasure tliat our commander quilted a

place vvhich coulii afVord such slender acconunoflations to
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voyagers, and directed his course for the Marquesas Isl-

ands. He had not been long at sea before he was again
attacked by his bilious disorder. The attack, however,
was not so violent as the former one had been. He had
reason to believe that the return of his disease was owing
to his having exposed and fatigued himself too much at

Easter Island.

On the 6th and 7th of April, our navigators came within

sight of four islands, which they knew to be the Mar-
quesas. To one of them, which was a new discovery.

Captain Cook gave the name of Hood's Island, after that

of the young gentleman by whom it was first seen. A3
soon as the ship was brought to an anchor in Madre de
Dios, or Resolution Bay, in the island of St. Christina, a
traffic commenced, in the course of which the natives

would frequently keep our goods, without making any re-

turn. At last the captain was obliged to fire a musket-
ball over one man wlio had several times treated the Eng-
lish in this manner. This produced only a temporar}- ef-

fect. Too many of the Indians having come on board,
our commander, who was going in a boat to find a con-
venient place for mooring the ship, said to the officers,

" You must look well after these people, or they will cer-

tainly carry off something or otlier." Scarcely had he •

gotten into the boat, when he was informed that they had
stolen an iron stanchion from the opposite gangwa)', and
were carrying it off. Upon this he ordered liis men to fire

over the canoe, till he could get round in the boat, but

not to kill any one. Such, however, was the noise made
by the natives, that the order was not heard, and the un-
happy thief was killed at the first shot. All the Indians
having retired with precipitation, in consequence of this

unfortunate accident. Captain Cook followed them into

the bay, prevailed upon some of them to come alongside

his boat, and, by suitable presents so far conciliaied their

minds, that their fears seemed to be in a grea-t measure
allayed. The death of their countryman did not cure

them of their thievish disposition; but at length it waa
somewhat restrained by their conviction that no distance

secured them from the reach of our muskets. Severe,

emaller instances of their talent at stealing the captain
\liought proper to overlook.
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The provisions obtained at St. Christina wore yaino,

plantains, bread-fruit, a few cocoa-nuts, f'owls, and small
pigs. For a time the trade was carried on upon reasona-
ble terms, but the market was at last ruined by the indis-

cretion of some young gentlemen, who gave away in

exchange various articles which the inhabitants had not

seen before, and which captivated their fancy above nails,

or more useful iron tools. One of the gentlemen had given

for a pig a very large quantity of red feathers, which he
had gotten at Amsterdam. The eflect of this was particu-

larly fatal. It was not possible to support the trade in

the manner in which it was now begun, even for a single

day. When, therefore, our commander found that he was
not likely to be supplied, on any conditions, with sufficient

refreshments, and that the islarnd was neither very conven-
ient for taking in wood and water, nor for aflbrding the

necessary repairs of the ship, he determined to proceed
immediately to some other place where the wants of his

people could be effectually relieved. After having been
nineteen weeks at sea, and having lived all that time upon
salt diet, a change in their food could not avoid being pe-

culiarly desirable; and yet, on their arrival at St. Christi-

na, it could scarcely be asserted that a single man was
sick, and there were but a few who had the least com-
plaint of any kind. '' Tliis," says Captain Cook, "was
undoubtedly owing to the many antiscorbutic articles we
had on board, and to the great attention of the surgeon,

who was remarkably careful to apply them in time." It

may justly be added, that this was likewise ovving to the

singular care of the captain himself, and to the exertions

of his authority in enforcing the excellent regulations

which his wisdom and humanity had adopted.

The chief reason for our commander's touching at the

Marquesas Islands was to fix their situation, that being the

only circumstance in which the nautical account of them,
given in Mr. Dalrymple's collection, is deficient. It was
farther desirable to settle this point, as it would lead to a

more accurate knowledge of Mendana's other discoveries.

Accordingly Captain Cook has marked the situation of
the Marquesas with his usual correctness. He has also

taken care to describe the particular cove in Resolution
Bay, in the Island of St. Chri.stina, which is most conven
ient fnr obtaining «ood and water.
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It is remarkable with respect to the inhabitants of the

Marquesas Islands, that collectively taken, they are, with-

out esception, the finest race of people in this sea. Per-

haps they surpass all other nations in symmetry of form

and regularity of features. It is plain, however, from the

affinity of their language to that of Otaheite and the So-

ciety Isles, that they are of the same origin. Of this af-

finity the English were fullv sensible, though they could

not converse with ihem; but Oedidee was capable of do-

ing it tolerably well.

From the Marquesas Captain Cook steered for Ota-
heite, with a view of falling in with ."some of the islands

discovered by forrner navigators, and especially by the

Dutch, the situation of which had not been accurately de-

termined. In the course of the voyage, he passed a num-
ber of low isles, connected together bv reefs of coral

rocks. One of the islands, on which lieutenant Cooper
went ashore with two boats well armed, was called by the

natives Tiookea. It had been discovered and visited by
Captain Byron. The inhabitants of Tiookea are of a

much darker colour than those of the higher islands, and
appeared to be more fierce in their dispositions. This may
be owing to their manner of gaining their subsistence,

which is chiefly from the sea, and to their being much ex

posed to the sun and the weather. Our voyagers observ-

ed that they were stout, well-made men, and that they had
marked on their bodies the figure of a fish, which was a
good emblem of their profession.

Besides passing by St. George's Islands, which had been
so named by Captain Byron, our commander made the

discovery of four others. These he called Palliser's Isles,

in honour of his pirticular friend, Sir Hugh Palliser. The
inhabitants seemed to be the same sort of people as those

of Tiookea, and, like them, were armed with long pikes.

Captain Cook could not determine, with any degree of

certainty, whether the group of isles he had lately seen

were, or were not, any of those that had been discovered

by the Dutch naviwators. This was owing to the neglect

of recording, with sufficient accuracy, the situation of

their discoveries. Our commindor hath, in general, ob-

served, wilii regard to this part of the ocean, that, fvotn

iho latitude of twentv down to fourteen or twelve, and

Vol. I
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from the meridian of a Iiundrcd and thirty-eiglit to a hun-
dred and forty-eiglit or a hundred and fifty west, it is so

strewed with lo.v isles, that a navigator cannot proceed
with too much caution.

On the 22d of April, Captain Cook reached the Island

of Otaheite, and anchored in Matavai Bay. As his chief

reason for putting in at this place was to give Mr. Wales
an opportunity of ascertaining the error of the watch by
the known longitude, and to determine anew her rate of
going, the first object was to land the instruments, and to

erect tents for the reception of a guard, and such other
people as it was necessary to have on shore. Sick there

were none; for the refreshments which had been obtained
at the Marquesas had removed every complaint of that

kind.

From the quantity of provisions which, contrary to ex-
pectation, our commander now found at Otaheite, he de-
termined to make a longer stay in the island than he had
at first intended. Accordingly, he took measures for the

repairs of the ship, which the high southern latitudes had
rendered indispensably necessary.

During Cap!ain Cook's stay at Otaheite, he maintained
a most friendly connexion with the inhabitants; and a

continual interchange of visits was preserved between him
and Otoo, Towha, and other chiefs of the coimtry. His
traffic with them was greatly facilitated by his having for-

timately brought with hirn some red parrot feathers from
the island of Amsterdam. These were jewels of high
value in the eyes of the Otaheitans. The captain's stock
in trade was by this time greatly exhausted; so that, if it

had not been for the feathers, he would have found it dif-

ficult to have supplied the ship with the necessarj- refresh-

ments.

Among other entertainments which our commander and
the rest of the English gentlemen met with at Otaheite,

one was a grasid naval review. The vessels of war con-
sisted of a hundred and sixty large double canoes, well

equipped, manned, and armed. They were decorated
with flags and streamers, and the chiefs, together with all

those who were on the fighting stages, were dressed in

their war habits. The whole fleet made a noble oppcnr-
Diicc, such as our vovagcrs had never seen before in this
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teu, iir could ever have expected. Besides the vessels of
^^ar, there were a hundred and seventy sail of smailei

double canoes, which seemed to be designed for transports

iiuc] victuallers. Upon each of them was a little house,
and they were rigged with mast and sail, which was not
the case with the war canoes. Captain Cook guessed
that there were no Jes.' than seven thousand seven hun-
dred and sixty men in the whole fleet. He was not able
to obtain full information concerning the design of this ar-

m.'nnenl.

Notwithstanding the agreeable intercourse that was, in

general, maintained between our commander and the peo-
ple of Otaheite, circnmsiances occasionally happened
W'hich called for peculiar exertions of his prudence and
resolution. One of the natives, who had attempted to

steal a water-cask from the watering-place, was caught in

tiie fact, sent on board, and put in irons. In this situation

he was seen by King Oloo, and other chiefs. Captain
Cook having made known to them the crime of their coun-
tryman, Oioo entreated that he might be set at liberty.

This the captain however refused, alleging, rhat since he
punished his own people when they committed the least

o'fence against Otoo's, it was but just that this man should
also be punished. As Captain Cook knew that Otoo
would not punish him, he resolved to do it himself Ac-
cordingly, he directed the criminal to be carried on shore
to the tents, and having himself followed, with the chiefs

and other Ofaheitan.s, be ordered the guard out, under
arms, and commanded the man to be tied up to a post.

Otoo again solicited the culprit's release, and in this he
was seconded by his sister, but in vain. The captain ex-
postulated with him on the conduct of the man, and of
the Indians in general, telling him, that neither he, nor
any of the ship's company, took the smallest matter of
property from them without first paying for it; enumerat-
ing the articles which the English had given in exchange
for such and such things, and urging that it was wrong in

them to steal from those who were their friends. He
added, that the punishing of the guilty person would be
the means of saving the lives of several of Ofoo's people,

by deterring them from committing crimes of the like na-
ture, and lliii.o preventing them from the dano-er of being
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shot to dealli, w hich would certainly happen, at one time
or other, if they persisied in their robberies. With these

arguments the icing appeared to be satisfied, and only de-
sired that the man might not be killed. Captain Cook
then directed that the crowd, which was very great,

should be kept at a proper distance, and, in the presence
of them all, ordered the fellow two dozen of laslies with

a cat-o'-nine tails. This punishment the man sustained
with great firmness, afrer which he was set at liberty.

When the natives were going away, Towha called them
back, and, vvith much gracefulness of action, addressed
them in a speech of nearly half an hour in length, the de-

sign of which was to condemn their present conduct, and
to recommend a different one for the future. To make a
farther impression upon the minds of the inhabitants, our
commander ordered his marines to go through their exer-

cises, and to load and fire in volleys with ball. As they
were very quick in their manruvres, it is more easy to

conceive than to describe the amazement which possessed

the Indians during the whole time, and especially those of

them who had not seen any thing of the kind before.

The judicious will discern, with regard to this narrative,

that it throws peculiar light on Captain Cook's character.

Nor is it an uncurious circumsta.ice in the history of hu-

man society, that a stranger should thus exercise jurisdic-

tion over the natives of a country, in the presence of the

prince of that country, without his authority, and even
contrary to his solicitations.

Another disagreeable altercation with the inhabitants

of Otaheite, arose from the negligence of one of the Eng-
lish sentinels on shore. Having either slept, or quitted

his post, an Indian seized the opportunity of carrying off

his musket. Wlien any extraordinary theft was commit-
ted, it immediately excited such an alarm among the na-
tives in general, from their fear of Captain Cook's resent-

ment, that they fled from their habitations, and a stop

was put to the traffic for provisions. On the present oc-

casion, the captain had no small degree of trouble; but,

by his prudent conduct, the musket was recovered, peace
restored, and commerce again opened. In the ditierences

which happened with the several people he met with in

his voyages, it was a rule with him never to touch the
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least article of their property, any farther than to detain

their canoes for a while, when it became absolutely ne-

cessary. He always chose the most mild and equitable

methods of bringing them to reason; and in this he not

only succeeded, but frequently put things upon a better

fooling than if no contention had taken place.

During this visit to Otaheite, fruit and other refresh-

ments were obtained in great plenty. The relief arising

from them was the more agreeable and salutary, as the

bread of the ship was in a bad condition. Though tiie

biscuit had been aired and picked at New-Zealand, it was
now in such a state of decay, that it was necessary for it

to undergo another airing and cleaning, in which much of

it was found wholly rotten, and unfit to be eaten. This

decay was judged to be owing to the ice our navigators

had frequently taken in, when to the southward, which
made the hold of the vessel cold and damp, and to the

great heat that succeeded, when they came to the north.

Whatever was the cause, the loss was so considerable, that

the men were put to a scanty allowance in this article,

with the additional mortification of the bread's being bad
that could be used.

Two goats that had been given by Captain Furneaux to

Otoo, in the former part of the voyage, seemed to promise

fair for answering the purposes for which they were left

upon the island. The ewe, soon after, had two female
kids, which were now so far grown as to be almost ready
to propagate. At the same time the old ewe was again
with kid. The people were very fond of them, and they

were in excellent condition. From these circumstances
Captain Cook entertained a hope, that in a course of
years, they would multiply so much as to be extended over
all the isles of the Southern Ocean. The like success did

not attend the sheep which had been left in the country.

These speedily died, one excepted, which was said to be
jet alive. Our navigators also furnished the natives with
cats, having given away no less than twenty at Otaheite,
besides some which had been made presents of at Ulictea
and Huaheine.

With regard to the number of t!ie inhabitants of Ota-
heite, our commander collected, from comparing several

facts together, tha*, including women and children, thero
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could not be less, in the whole island, than t\\o hundred
and four thousand. This number, at first sight, exceeded
his behef. But when he carne to reflect on the vast swarms
of people that appeared wherever he went, he was con-
vinced that the estimate was agreeable to truth.

Such was the friendly treatment which our voyagera
met with at Otaheite, th;it one of the guntier's males wad
induced to form a plan for remaining in the countrv. As
he knew that he could not execute his scheme wiih suc-

cess while the Resolution continued in Matavai Bay, ho
took the opportunity, when she was ready to quit it, and
the sails were set for that purpose, to slip overboard. Be-
ii;g a good swimmer, he had no doubt of getting safe to a

canoe, which was at some distance ready to receive him,
for liis design was concerted with the natives, and had
even been encouraged by Otoo. However, he was dis-

covered before he had gotten clear of the ship, and a boat
being presently hoisted out, he was taken up and brought
back to the vessel. When our commander reflected on
this man's situation, he did not think him very culpable,

or his desire of staying in the island so cxtraordinany, as

might at first view be imagined. He was a native of Ire-

land, and had sailed in the Dutch service. Captain Cook,
on his return from his former voyage, had picked him up
at Batavia, and had kept him in his employment ever
since. It did not appear that he had either friends or

connexions which could bind him to any particular part of
the world. All nations being alike to him, where could

he be »nore happy than at Otaheite.' Here, in one of the

finest climates of the globe, he could enjoy not only tire

necessaries, but the luxuries of lite, in ease and plenty.

The captain seems to tiiink, that if the man had applied

to him in time, he might have given his consent to his re-

maining in the country.

On the 13th of May, Captain Cook anchored in O'Whar-
re Harbour, in the island of Huaheine. He was immedi-
ately visited by his friend Orce, and the same agreeable

mtercourse subsisted between the captain and this good
old chief, w'hich had formerly taken place. Red feathers

were not here in such estimation as they had been at Ota-

heite; the natives of Huaheine having the good sense to

give a preference to the more useful article? of naila p.nd
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axes. During the stay of our voyagers in tlie island, some
alarms were occasioned by tiie thievish disposition of sev-

eral of the inhabitants, but matters subsided without any
material consequences. A solemn march, which our

cominandsr made through part of tlie country, at the head
of forty eight men, tended to impress the Indians with a

sense of his power and authority. In fact, their attempts

at stealing had been too much invited by the indiscretion

of some of the English, who unguardedly separated them-
s<^Ives in the woods, tor the purpose of killing birds, and
u ho managed tlieir muskets so unskilfully as to rendd-
them less formidable in the eyes of the natives.

I cannot persuade myself to omit a dramatic entertain-

ment, at which several of the gentlemen belonging to the

Resolution attended one evening. The piece represented

a girl as running awa)" with our navigators from Olalieite,

and tiie s:ory was partly founded in truth; for a young
woman had taken a passage in the ship, down to Ulieleu.

She happened to be present at the representation of her

own adventures, wliicii had such an efi'ect upon her, that

it was with great ditiiculty that she could be prevailed

upon by the English gentlemen to see the play out, or !o

refrain from tears wiiile it was acting. The piece con-
cluded 'Ahh the reception which she was supposed to meet
with from her friends at her return, and it was a reception

that was by no means favourable. As these people, when
they see occasion, can add little extempore pieces to their

entertainments, it is reasonable to imagine that the repre-

sentation noA' described was intended as a satire agajnst

the girl, and to discourage others trom following her steps.

Such is the sense which they entertain of the propriety of
feniaic decorum.

During Captain Cook's stay at Huaheine, bread-fruit,

cocoa-nuts, and other vegetable productions, were procur-

ed in abundance, but not a sufficiency of iiogs to supply
the daily expense of the ship. This was partly owing (o

a want of projicr articles for traffic. The captain was
obliged, therefore, to set the smiths at work, to make dif-

i'erent sorts of na")s, iron tools, and instruments, in order

to enable him to obtain refreshments, at the islands lie,

was yet to visit, and to support his credit and influencu

among tlie native.^.
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When onr commander was ready to sail from Hualieme,
Orce was the last man that went out of the vessel. At
parting, Captain Cook told him that they should meet
each other no more, at which he \\ept, and said, " Let
your sons come, we will treat them well."

At Ulietea, to which the captain next directed his

course, the events that occurred were nearly .siniil.ir to

those which had already heen related. He had always
been received by the people of this island in the most hf»s-

pitable manner, and they were justly entitled to every

thing which it was in his power to grant. They expressed

the deepest concern at his departure, and were continual-

ly importuning him to return. Oreo, the chief, and his

wife and daughter, but esuecially the two latter, scarcely

ever ceased weeping. Their grief was so excessi\e, that

it might perhaps be doubted whether it was entirely sin-

cere and unaffected; but our commander was of opinion

that it was real. At length, when he was ready to sail,

they took a most affectionate leave. Oreo's last recjuest

to Captain Cook was, that he would return; and when he

could not obtain a promise to that eflect, he asked the

name of his burning place. To this strange question the

captam answered, without hesitation, that it was Slepney,
that being the parisli in which he lived when in London,
Mr. Forsler, to whom the same question was proposed,

replied, with greater wisdom and recollection, that no
man, who used the sea, could say where he should be
buried.

As our commander could not promise, or even then sup-

pose, that more English ships would be sent to the south-

ern isles, Oedidee, who for so many months had been the

faithful companion of our navigators, chose to remain in

his native country. But he left them with a regret fully

demonstrative of his esteem and affection, nor could any
thing have torn him from them, but the fear of never re-

turning. When Oreo pressed so ardently Captain Cook's
return, he sometimes gave such answers as left room for

hope. At these answers Oedidee would eagerly catch,

take him on one side, and ask hiin over again. The cap-
tain declares that he had not words to describe the ti;i-

guish v\h;ch appeared in this youtig man's breast when he

went away. He looked up at the ship, burst into tturs.
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and then sunk down into the canoe. Ocdidce was a j-outh

of good pruts, and of a docile, gentle, and humane dispo-

sition ; but as he was almost wholly ignorant of the reli-

gion, government, manners, customs, and traditions of hia

countrymen, and the neighbouring island, no material

knowledge could have been collected from him, had our

commander brought him away. He would, however, in

every respect, have been a better specimen of the nation

than Omai.
When Captain Cook first came to these islands, he had

some thougiits of visiting Tupia's famous Bolabola. But
having obtained a plentiful supply of refreshments, and
the route he had in view allowing him no time to spare,

he laid this design aside, and directed his course to the

west. Thus did he take his leave, as he then thought, for

ever, of these happy isles, on which benevolent nature has

spread her luxuriant sweets with a lavish hand, and in

which the natives, copying the bounty of Providence, are

equally liberal, being ready to contribute plentifully and
cheerfully to the wants of navigators.*

• From Mr. Wales' obsei'vation it appeared that, during five

months, in which tlie watch passed tlu'oujjh the extremes of heal
ttiul cold, it went bettor iu the cold than iii the hot climates.

END OF VOLUME I.
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On the 6th of June, the day after our voyagers left

I'lie'ea, they saw land, which they found to be a low
leef island, about four leagues in compass, and of a cir-

cular form. This was Howe Island, which had been dis-

C'jvered by Captain Wallis. Nothing remarkable occur-

red from this day to the I6th, when land was again seen.

It was another reef island; and being a new discovery.

Captain Cook gave it the name of Palmerston Island, in

honour of Lord Palmerston. On the 20th, fresh land ap-

peared, which was perceived to be inhabited. This indu-

ced our commander to go on shore with a party of gen-
tlemen; but the natives were found to be fierce and un-

Iractable. ' All endeavours to bring them to a parley were
io no purpose; for they came on with the ferocity of wild

hours, and instantly threw their darts. Two or three

muskets discharged in the air, did not prevent one of them
fiom advancing still farther, and throwing another dart,

<tr rather a spear, which passed close over Captain Cook's
shoulder. The courage of this man had nearly cost him
his life. When he threw his spear, he was not five paces

from the captain, who had resolved to shoot him for his

own preservation. It happened, however, that his musket
missed fire; a circumstance on which he afterward reflecl-

VoL. II.
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ed w ilh pleasure. When he joined his party, and tried his

musket in the air, it went off perfectly well. This isl-

and, l"rom the disposition and behaviour of the natives,

with whom no intercourse could be established, and from
whom no benefit could be received, was called by our

rnmmander Sa\'age Island. It is about eleven leagues ii»

circuit; is of a round form and good height: and has deep
waters close to its shores. Among its other disadvanta

ges, it is not furnished with a harbour.

In pursuing his course to the west-south-west, Captain

Cook passed by a number of small islands, and, on the

26th, anciiored on the north side of Anamocka, or Rot-
terdan). A traffic immediately commenced with the na-

tives, who brought what provisions they had, being chief-

ly }"anis and shaddocks, which they e.\changed for nails,

beads, and other small articles. Here, as in many former

cases, the captain was put to some trouble, on account of

the thievish disposition of the inhabitants. As they had

gotten possession of an adze and two muskets, he found
it necessary to exert himself with peculiar \igour, in order

to oblige them to make restitution. For this purpose, he

commanded all the marines to he armed, and sent on
shore; and the result of this measure was, that the things

which had been stolen were restored In the contest.

Captain Cook was under the necessity of Riing some smaH
.><hot at a native, who had distinguished himself by his re-

sistance. His countrymen afierwards, reported that he

was dead; but he was only wounded, and that not in a

dangerous manner. Thougn his sufferings were the effects

of his own misbehaviour, the captain endeavoured to sof-

ten them, by making him a present, and directing his

wounds to be dressed by the surgeon of the ship.

The first time that our commander landed at Anamocka,
an old lady presented him with a girl, and gave him to

understand, that she was at his service. Miss, who had
previously been instructed, wanted a spike-nail, or a shirt,

neither of which he had to give her; and he flattered him-
self, that, by making the two women sensible of his pov-
erty, he should easily get clear of their importunities. In

this, however, he was mistaken. The favours of the

vonng lady were offered upon credit: and on his declit^-'^j

tiie proposal, the old woman began to argue with him.
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anf" then to abuse liim. As far as he could collect from
her countenance and her actions, the design of her speech
was both to ridicule and reproacli him, for refusing to en-

tertain so fine a voung woinan. Indeed, the girl was by
no means destitute of beauty; but Captain Cook found it

more easy to withstand her ailurements than the abuses

of the ancient matron, and therefore hastened into his

boat.

While the captain was on shore at Ansmocka, he got

tlie names of twenty islands, which lie between the north-

west and north-east. Some of them were in sight; and
two of them, which are most to the west, are remarkable
on account of their great height. These are Amattafoa
and Oghao. From a continual column of smoke « hicli

was seen daily ascending tVoin the middle of Amattafoa,
it was judged tliat there was a volcano in that island.

Aiiamocka was first discovered by Tasman, and by him
was named Rotterdam. It is of a triangular form, and
each side extends about three and a half or four miles.

From the north-west to the south of the island, round by
the east and north, it is encompassed by a number of small

isles, sand-banks and breakers. An end could not be

seen to their extent to the north, and they may possibly

reach as far to the south as .Amsterdam, or Tongataboo.
Together with Middleburg, or Eaoowe, and Pilsart, these

form a group, containing about three degrees of latitude,

and two of longitude. To this groiip Captain Cook had
given the name of the Friendly Isles, or Archipelago,
from the firm alliance and friendship which seemed to sub-

sist among their inhabitants, and from their courteous be-
haviour to strangers. The same group may perhaps be
e.vtended much farther, even down to Boscawen and Kep-
pel's Isles, « hich were discovered by Captain Wallis, and
lie neari/ in the same meridian.

Whilst 'our commander was at Anamocka, he was par-

ticularly assiduous to prevent the introduction of a certain

''•sorder. As some of his people brought with them th"

remains of this disease from the Society Isles, he prohibit-

ed them from having any female intercourse; and he had
r'^.tsou 10 bebeve that his endeavours weiC successful.

The productions of Rotterdam, and the persons, man-
ners, and customs of its inhabitaats, are similar to thoBd
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of Amsterdam. It is not, however, equally pleiitiful in Us

fruits, nor is every part of it in so high a state of cultiva-

ion. Neither hath it arisen to the same degree of wealth,

with regard to cloth, matting, ornaments, and other arti-

cles, which constitute the chief riches of the islanders of

the Southern Ocean.
Pursuing their course to the west, our navigators dis-

covered land on the 1st of July; and, upon a nearer ap-

proach, found it to be a small island, to which, on ac-

count of the number of turtle that were seen upon the

coast. Captain Cook gave the name of Turtle Isle. On
the 16th, high land was seen bearing south-west, which

no one doubted to be the Australis del Espirito San'o of

Qiiiros, and which is called by M. de Bougainville the

Great Cyclades. After exploring the coast for some days,

the captain came to an anchor, in a harbour in the island

of Mallicollo. One of his first objects was to commence
a friendly intercourse with the natives; but, while he was
tlius employed, an accident occurred, which threw all into

confusion, though in the end it was rather advantageous
than hurtful to the English. A fellow in a canoe, having
been refused admittance into one of our boats, bent his

bow to shoot a poisoned arrow at the boat-keeper. Some
of his countrymen having prevented his doing it that in-

stant, time was given to acquaint our commander with the

transaction, who immediately ran upon deck. At this

minute, the Indian had directed his bow to the Loat-kecp-
er; but upon being called to by Captain Cook, he pointed
ii at him. Happily, the captain had a musket in his hand
loaded with small shot, and gave him the contents. By
this, houever, he was only staggered for a moment; for

he still held his bow in the attitude of shooting. A se-

cond discharge of the same nature made him drop it, and
obliged him, together with the other natives who were in

(he canoe, to paddle off with all possible celerity. At
this time, some of the inhabitants began to shoot arrows
from another quarter. A musket discharged in the air

had no effect upon them; but no sooner was a four-pound
ball shot over their heads than they fled in the utmost
confusion.

A few hours after these transactions, the English put
off in two boats, and landed in the face of four or five
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n'.mdred people, who were assembled on th*" shore; and
«lio, ihuiigh they were all armed with bows and arrown,

'jliibs and spears, made not the least opposition. On tlie

contrary, when they saw Captain Cook advance with no-
thing but a green branch in his hand, one of them, who
appeared to be a chief, giving his bow and arrows to an-

other, met the captain in the wafer, bear'ng also a green
liranch. These being mutually exciianged in token of friend-

ship, the chief led our commander to the crowd, to whom
he immediately distributed presents. The marines, in the

mean time, were drawn up on the beach. Captain Cook
then acquainted the Indians, by signs, that he wanted
wood; and in the same manner permission was granted bun
to cut down the trees.

Much tratHc could not be carried on with these people,

because the iet no value on nails, or iron tools, or, mdeed,
on any aiticles which our navigators could furnish. In

such e.xchanges as they did make, and which were prin

cipally of arrows for pieces of cloth, they distinguished

. themselves by their honesty. When the ship had begun
to sail from the island, and they might easily, in conse

quence of their canoes dropping astern, have avoided de-

livering the things they had been paid for, they used their

utmost efforts to get up with her, that they might dis-

charge theirobligations. One man, in particular, followeo

tiie Resolution, a considerable time, and did not reach Ik'I

till the object which brought him was forgotten. As soon

as he came alongside the vessel, he held up the thing

which had been purchased; and, though several of the

crew offered to buy it, he insisted upon delivering it to the

j)erson to whom it had been sold. That person, not know-
ing him again, would have given something in return; but

this ho refused, and showed him what he had before re-

ceived. There was only a single instance in which the

natives took, or even attempted to take, any thing from
our voyagers, by any means whatever; and in that case

restitution was immediately made, without trouble and
without altercation.

The inhabitants of Mallicollo, in general, are the most
ugly and ill-proportioned people that Captain Cook had
ever seen, and are in every respect different from all tht

nitions which had been met with in the Southern Oceao.
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Tliey are a very dark-coloured, and rather a diminulivo

race, with long heads, flat faces and countenances w.liich

have some resemblance to that of the monkey. Tiieir

hair, which is mosti}' black or brown, is short and curly;

but not altogether so soft and woolly as that of a negro.

The ditference of this people from any whom our com-
mander had yet visited, appeared not only in their persons
but their language. Of about eighty words, which were
collected by Mr. Forster, scarcely one was found. to bear
any affinity to the language spoken in any country or isl-

and hitherto described. It was observed by Captain Cook,
ttiat the natives could pronounce most of the English

words with great ease. Thev had not so much as a name
for a dog, and knew nothing of that animal; for which
reason the captain left them a dog and a bitch; and as

they were very fond of them, it was highly probable that

tlie breed would be fostered and increased.

To the harbour, in which our commander anchored,

while he lay at Mallicollo, he gave the name of Port

Sandwich. It has many advantages, with regard to depth

of water, shelter froin winds, and lying so near the shore

as to be a cover to those of a ship's company, who may
be carrying on any necessarv operations at land.

Soon after our navigators had gotten to sea, which was
on the 23d of July, they discovered three or four small

islands, that before had appeared to be connected. At
this time the Resolution was not far from the Isle of Am-
brym, the Isle of Paoom, and the Isle of Apee. On the

next morning, scicral more islands were discovered, lying

olfthe sonth-o.ist point of Apee, and constituting a group,

which Captain Cook called Sliepherd's Isies, in honour
of his learned and valuable friend. Dr. Shepherd, Pluniian

professor of .\stronomy at Cambridge. Tlie ship was this

da}' in some danger. It suddenly fell calm, and our voya-
gers were left to the mercy of the current, close by the

isles, where no sounding could be found with a line of a
hundred and eighty fathoms. The lands or islands, which
lay around the \essel in every direction, were so numer
ous, that they could not be counted. At this crisis a

breeze sprung up, which happily relieved the captain and
his company from the an.xiety the calm had occasioned.

Amidst the number of island.^?, that were continuallj
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seen by our navigators, there was only one on which no
iiiiiabitants were discerned. This consisted chiefly of a

reiniirkal^le peaked rock, which was only accessible to

birds, and which obtained the name of the Monument.
In the farther course of the ship to the southward, our

navigators diew near to certain lands, which they found

to consist of one large island, the southern and westeiii

exlremities of which extended beyond their sight. Three
or four smaller ones lay off" its north side. To the two
principal of these, Captain Cook gave the name of Mon-
tagu and Hinchinbrook ; and the large island he named
Sandwich, in honour of his noble patron, the Earl of

Sandwich. This island, which was spotted with woods
and laivns, agreeably diversified over the whole surface,

and which had a gentle slope from the hills doun to the

sea-coast, exhibited a most beautiful and delightful pros-

pect. The examination of it was not, however, so much
an object with our commander, as to proceed to the south,

in order to find the southern extremity of the Archipelago.

Pursuing his discoveries. Captain Cook came in sight

of an island, which was afterward? known to be called by
the natives Erromango. After coasting it for three days,

he brought his vessel to anchor in a bay there, on the 3d

of August. The next day, he went with two boats to ex-

amine the coast, and to look for a proper landing-place,

that he might obtain a supply of wood and water. At this

time, the inhabitants began to assemble on the shore, and
by signs to invite our people to land. Their behaviour
was apparently so friendly, that the captain was charmed
with it; and the only thing which could give him the least

suspicion was, that most of them were armed with clubs

spears, darts, and bows and arrows. He did not, there-

fore, remit his vigilance; but kept his eye continually

upon the chief, matching his looks, as well as his actions,

[t soon was evident, that the intentions of the Indians

were totally hostile. They made a violent, attempt to

pci/.e upon one of the boats; and though, on our com-
mander's pointing a musket at them, they in some meas-
ure desisted, yet they returned in an instant, seemingly

determined to carry their design into execution. At the

head of the party was the chief; while others, who could

not come at the boat, stood behind with darts, stones, and
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bows and arrows in hand, ready to support their country

men. As signs ar/d threats had no effect, the safety of

Captain Cook, ard his people became the only object of

con.-?ideration, and yet he was unwilling to fire on themul-
liliule. He resolved, therefore, to make the chief alone

the victim of his ovvn treachery, and accordingly aimed
his musket at him; but at this critical moment it missed

fire. This circumstance encouraged the nati\-3s to despise

our weapons, and to show the superiority of their own, by
throwing stones and darts, and by shooting arrows.

Hence it became absolutely necessary for the captain to

give orders to his men to fire upon the assailants. The
first discharge threw them into confusion; but a second
was scarcely sufficient to drive them olT the beach. In

consequence of this skirmish, four of the Indians lay, to

all appearance, dead on the shore. However, two of

them were afterwards perceived to crawl into the bushes-

and it was happv for these people, that not half of the

muskets of the English would gooff, since otherwise many
more must have fallen. The inhabitants were, at lengtli,

so terrified, as to make no farther appearance; and two
oars, \\hich had been lost in the conflict, were left stand-

ing up against the bushes.

It was observed of these islanders, that they seemed of

a different race from those of Mallicollo, and that they

spoke a different language. They are of a middle size,

with a good shape and tolerable features. Their colour

is very dark; and their aspect is not mended by a custom
they have of painting their faces, some with a black, and
others with a red pigment. As to their hair, it is curly

and crisp, and somewhat woolly. The few women who
were seen, and who appeared to be ugly, wore a kind of

petticoat, made either of palm leaves, or of a plant simi-

lar in its nature; but the men, like those of Mallicollo,

were almost entirely naked. On account of the treacher-

ous behaviour of the inhabitants of Erromango, Captain

Cook called a promontory, or peninsula, near which the

skirmish happened, Traitor''s Head.
From this place the captain sailed for an island which

had been discovered before, at a distance, and at which,

on account of his wanting a large quantity of wood and

v/ater, he was resolved to make some staj'. At first fi.e
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natives were disposed to be very hostile; but our comman-
der with equal wisdom and humanity, contrived to terrify

tiiem, without danger to their lives. This was principally

elTected by firing a few great guns, at which they were so

much alarmed, as aftorvvards to be brought to tolerable

order. Among these islanders, many were inclined to be

n:i friendly terms with our navigators, and especially the

old people; whilst most of the yovinger were daring and
int;i)lent, and obliged the English to keep to their arms.

It was natural enough, that age should be prudent and
cautious, and youth bold and impetuous; and yet this dis-

tlncilion, with regard to the behaviour of the various na-

tions which had been visited by Captain Cook, had not

occurred before

The island, where the captain now stayed, was found,

upon inquiry, to be called, by the inhabitants, Tanna; and
three others in its neighbourhood, and which could be

seen from it, were distinguished by the names of Immer,
Erronan or Fooloona, and Annatom.
From such information of the natives, as our comman-

der could sec no reason to doubt, it appeared, that cir-

cumcision was practiced ainons them, and that they were
eaters of human flesh. Concerning the latter subject, he

should never have thought of asking them a single ques-

tion, if they had not introduced it themselves, by inquiring

whether the English had the same custom. It hath been
argued, that necessity alone could be the origin of this

horrid practice. But as the people of Tanna are possess-

ed of fine pork and fowls, together with an abundance of

roots and fruits, the plea of necessity cannot be urged in

their behalf. In fact, no instance was seen of their eat-

ing h'-.man flesh; and, therefore, there might, perhaps, be
some reason to hesitate, in pronouncing them to be can-

nibals.

By degrees the inhabitants grew so courteous and civil,

as to permit the English gentlemen to ramble about in the

skirts of the woods, and to shoot in them, without aftbrd-

ing them the least molestation, or showing any dislike.

One day, some boys of the island having gotten behind
thickets, and thrown two or three stones at our people,

who were cutting wood, they were fired at by the petty

ofllcersonduty. Captain Cook, who was then on shore, waa
Vol. II.
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alarmed a( fhe report of the muskets; and, when lie was
mfornied of the cause, was much displeased, that so wan
ton a use should be made of our fire-arms. Proper meas-
ures were taken by him to prevent such conduct for the

future.

In the island of Tanna was a volcano, which sometimes
made a dreadful noise, and, at each e.xplosion, which hap-
pened every three oi four minutes, threw up fire aiid

smoke in prodigious columns. At one time, great stones

were seen high in the air. At the foot of the hill were
several hot springs; and on the side of it Mr. Forster

found some places whence smoke of a sulphurous smell

issued, through cracks or fissures of the earth. A ther-

mometer, that was placed in a little hole made in one of

them, and which in the open air stood only at eighty, rose

to a hundred and seventy. In another instance, the mer-
cury rose to a hundred and ninety-one. Our commander,
being desirous of getting a near and good view of the vol-

cano, set out with a party for that purjjose. But the gen-

tlemen met with so many obstructions from the inhabi-

tants, who were jealous of their penetrating far into the

country, that they thought proper to return.

It is observable, with respect to the volcano of Tanna,
that it is not on the ridge of the hill to which it belongs,

but on its side. Nor is that hill the highest in t-he coun
try, for there are others near it of more than double 'ta

height. It was in moist and wet weather that the volca-

no was most violent.

When our commander was ready to sail from Tanna, an

event happened, which gave him much concern. Just as

our people were getting some logs into the boat, four o

five of the natives stepped forward to see what the}' were
doing. In consequence of the Indians not being allowed

to come within certain limits, the sentinel ordered them
back, upon which they readily complied. At this time

Captain Cook, who had his eyes fixed upon them, observ

ed the sentry present his piece to the men. The captain

was ffoing to reprove him for this action, when, to his in-

expressible astonishment, the sentry fired. An attack, so

causeless and extraordinary, naturally threw the natives

into great confusion. Most of them fled, and it was with

tiifiiculty that our commander could prevail upon a few of



SECOND VOYAGE. 15

ihem to remain. As they ran off, he percei\ ed one of

them to fall, who was immediately lifted up by two others,

wiio took him into the water, washed iiis wound, and
then led him off. The wounded person not beinor carried

far, Captain Cook sent for the surgeon of the ship, and
accosnpanied him to the man, whom they found expiring.

The rascal that had fired pretended, that an Indian had
1 lid an arrow across his bow, and was going to shoot at

him; so that he apprehended himself to be in danger.

This, however, was no more than what the islanders had
always done, to show that they were armed as well as

jiir voyagers. What rendered the present incident the

more unfortunate was, that it was not the man who bent

the bow, but one who stood i oar him, that was shot by
the sentry.

The harbour where the captain anchored, during his

stay at Tanna, was called by him Port Resolution, after

liiB name of the ship, she being the tirst vessel by which
it was ever entered. It is no more than a little creek,

liiree quarters of a mile in length, and about half that

.-pace in breadth. No plate can e.xceed it in its conven-
ience for taking in wood and water, which are both close

lo the shore. The inhabitant of the island, with whom
oi;r commander had the most frequent and friendly con-
nexions, was named Paowang.

Very little trade could be carried on with the people of

Tanna. Tlicy had not the least knowledge of iron; and
<onsequenlly nails, tools, and other articles made of that

cietal, and «hich are so greedily sought for in the more
eastern isles, were here of no consideration. Cloth could
he of no service to persons who go naked.
Among the productions of the island, there is reason to

believe that the nutmeg-tree might be mentioned. This
is collected from the circumstance of Mr. Forster's hav-
ing shot a pigeon, in the craw of which a wild nutmeg
\\ as discovered. However, though he took some pains to

find the tree, his endeavours were not attended with suc-

cess.

It was at first thought by our navigators, that the in-

habitants of Tanna were a race between the natives of

the Friendly Islands and those of ISIallicollo; but by a

short acquaintance with them they were convinced, that
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they had little or no affinity to either, excepting in tiieir

iiair. Some few men, women, and children, were seen,

wliose hair resembled that of the English. With regard,

however, to these persons, it was obvious, that they were
of another nation ; and it \vas understood that they came
from Erronan. Two languages were found to be spoken
in Tanna. One of them, which appeared to have been
introduced from Erronan, is nearly, if not exactly, the same
with that of the Friendly Islands. The other, which i.s

the proper langiiase of the country, and which is judged
to be peculiar to Tanna, Erromango, and Annatom, is dif-

ferent from any that had hitherto been met with by our
X oyagers.

The people of Tanna, are of the middle size, and for

tlie most part slender. There are few tall or stout men
amonff them. In general, they have good features and
agreeable countenances. Like all the tropical race, fliev

lire active and nimble ; and seem to excel in the use of

arms, but not to be fond of labor. With respect to the

management of their weapons, Mr. Wales hath made an
observation so lionorable to Homer, that were I to omit it,

I should not be forgiven by my classical readers. " I must
confess," says Mr. Wales, '• I have often been led to think

the feats which Homer represents his heroes as perform-

in? with their spears, a little too much of the marvellous

to be admitted into an heroic poem'; I mean when con-

fined within the strait stays of Aristotle. Nay, even so

great an advocate for him as Mr. Pope, acknowledges
them to be surprising. But since I have seen what these

people can do with their wooden spears, and thein badly

pointed, and not of a hard nature, I have not the least

exception to any one passage in that great poet on this

account. But if I see fewer exceptions, I can find infi-

nitely more beauties in him ; as he lias, I think, scarcely

an action, circumstance, or description of any kind what-
ever, relating to a spear, which I have not seen and re-

cognized among these people ; as, their whirling motion,

and whistling noise, as they fly ; their quivering motion,

as they stick in the ground when they fall ; their medi-

tating their aim, when they are going to throw ; and their

siiiiiing them in their hand, as they ijo along."

On the 20lh cf August, Captain Cook sailed from Tan-



SECOND VOYAGE. 17

na, and employed all the remainder of the month in a

farther examination of the islands around him. He had
now finished his survey of the whole Archipelago, and had
gained a knowledge of it, infinitely superior to what had
ever been attained before. The northern islands of this

Archipeliigo were tlrst discovered in 1606, by that eminent
navigator Quiros, who considered them as part of the

southern continent, which, at that time, and till very late-

ly, was supposed to exist. M. de Bougainville was the

next person by whom ihey were visited, in 1768. This

gentleman, however, besides landing in the Isle of Lepers,
only made the discovery, ihat the country was not con-
nected, but composed of islands, which he called the Great
Cyclades. Captain Cook, besides ascertaining the situa-

tion and extent of these islands, added to them several

now ones, which had hitherto been unknown, and explored
t^e whole. He thought, therefore, that he had obtained
a right to name them ; and accordingly he bestowed upon
them the appellation of the J\''ew Hebrides. His title to

this honour will not be disputed in any part of Europe,
and certainly not by so enlightened and liberal a people
as the French nation.

The season of the year now rendered it necessary for

our commander to return to the south, while he had yet
some time to explore any laud he miirht* meet with be-
tween the New Hebrides and New Zealand ; at which
last place he intended "to touch, th.at he might refresh his

people, and renew his stock of wood and water for anoth-
er southern course. With this view, he sailed on the first

of September, and on the 4th land was discovered ; in a
harbour belonging to which the Resolution came to an
anchor the next day. The design of Captain Cook was
not only to visit the country, but to have an op|,iortunity

of observing an eclipse of the sun, which was soon to

happen. An intercourse immediatelv commenced with
the inhabitants, who, during the v\hole of the captain's
stay, behaved in a very civil and friendly manner. In re-

turn, he was solicitous to render them every service in his

power. To Teabooma the chief, he sent, among other

articles, a dog and a bitch, both young, but nearly full

grown. It was some time before Teabooma could believe

that the two animals were intended for hi:n ; but when ho
Vol. II.



18 CAPTAIN cook's

was convinced of it, he was lost in an excess of Joy.

Another, and still more valuable present, was that of a

jonng boar and sow ; which, on account of the absence
of the cliief when thev v.cre brought to land, were re

ceived with ^reat hesitation and ceremony.
The last time that our command-jr went on shore at this

place, he ordered an inscription to be cut out on a large

tree, setting forth the name of ilio ship, the date of the

year, and other circumstances, which testified that the

English were the first discoverers of the country. This ho

had before done, wherever such a cer-emony seemed ne-

cessary. Ho-.\- the island was called by the natives, our
voyagers could never learn: and, therefore. Captain Cook
g.ixe it the name of New Caledonia. The inhabitants

are strong, robust, active, and well made. With regard

to the origin of the nation, the Captain judged them to be

a race between the people of Tanna and the Friendly

Isles; or between those of Tanna and the New-Zealand-
eis; or all three. Their language is in some respect a

mixture of them all. In their disposition they are courte-

ous and obliging; and they are not in the least addicted

to pilfering, wiiich is more than can be asserted concern-

ing any other nation in this sea.

The women of New Caledonia, and those likewise of

T-inna, were found to be much chaster than the females

of the more eastern islands. Our commander never heard

that the least favour was obtained from them by any one

of his company. Sometimes, indeed, the women would
exercise a little coquetry, but they went no farther.

The botanists of the .«hip did not here complain for

want of employment. They were diligent in their re-

.searches, and their labours were amply rewarded. Every
day brought some new accession to botanical knowledge,
or that of other branches of natwral history.

Every thing being ready to put to sea. Captain Cook
weighed anchor on the 13;h of September, with the pur-

pose of examining the coast of New Caledorna. In pur-

s;iing this object, by which he was enabled to add greatly

to nautical and geograpliical knowledge, the Resolution

was more than onco in d-in^er of being lost ; and particu-

l.irl\. in the night of the 2Sth of the month, she had a

narrow escape. Oar navigators, on this occasion, were
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much alarmed; and day-light showed thai their fears had
not been ill founded. Indeed, breakers had been continu-

ally under their lee, and at a small distance from them; so

that they were in the most imminent danger. " We
owed our safety," says the captain, " to the interposi-

tion of Providence, a good look-out, and the very brisk

manner in which the ship was managed."
Our commander now began to be tired of a coast which

he could no longer explore but at the risk of losing the

vessel, and ruining the whole voyage. He determined,

however, not to leave it, til! he knew of what kind some
groves of trees were, which, by their tmcommon appear-

ance, had occasioned much speculation, and had been
mistaken, by several of the gentlemen, for bisaltes. Cap-
tain Cook was the more solicitous to ascertain the point,

as these trees appeared to be of a sort, which might be

useful to shipping, and had not been seen any where, but

in the southern parts of New Caledonia. They proved to

be a species of spruce pine, very proper for spars, which
were then wanted. The discovery was valuable, as, ex-

cepting New-Zealand, there was not an island known, in

the South Pacific Ocean, where the Ship could supply her-

self with a mast or yard, to whatex er distress she might

be reduceii. It was the opinion of tlie carpenter of the

Resolution, who was a mast-maker as well as a shipwright,

that very good masts, might be made from the trees in

question. The wood of them, which is white, close-

grained, tough, and light, is well adapted to that purpose.

One of the small islands where the trees were found, was
called by the captain the Isle of Pines. To another, on
account of its affording sutHcient employment to the bo-
tanists, during the little time they staid upon it, he gave
the name of Botany Isle.

Captain Cook now took into serious consideration what
was further to bo done. He had pretty well determined
the extent of the south-west coast of New Caledonia, and
would gladly have proceeded to a more accurate survey

of the whole, had he not been deterred, not only by the

dangers he must encounter, but by the time required for

the undertaking, and which he could not possibly spare.

Indeed, when he considered the vast ocean he had to ex-

plore to the so'ith; the state and condition of the ship;

15
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the near apprr-ach of summer; and that any material ac-
cident might detain him in this sea even for another year,
he did not tiiink it advisable to make New Caledonia any
longer the oi>ject of his attention. But though he was
ihiis obhged, by necessity, for the first time, to leave a

coast which he had discovered, before it was fuilvsurvev-
cd, ho did not quit it till he had ascertained the extent of
flie country, and proved, that, excepting New-Zealand, it

was perhaps the largest island in the South Pacific Ocean.
As the Resolution pursued her course from New Cale-

donia, land was discovered, which, on a nearer approach,
was found to be an island of good height, and five leagues
111 circuit. Captain Cook named it Norfolk Isle, in hon-
our to the noble family of Howard. It was uninhabited;
and the first persons that ever^et foot on it were unques-
tionably our English navigators. Various trees and plants

were observed that are common at New-Zealand; and, in

particular, the i\ax plant, which is rather more luxuriant

here than in any part of that country. The chief produce
of the island is a kind of spruce pine, exceedingly straight

and tall, which grows in great abundance. Such is the

size ofmany of the trees, that, breast high, they are as thick

as two men can fathom. Among the vegetables of the

place, the palm-cabbage afibrded both a wholesome and
palatable refreshment; and, indeed, proved the mn:>t

agreeable repast that our people had for a considerable

time enjoyed. In addition to this gratification, they had
the pleasure of procuring some excellent fish.

From Norfolk Isle, our commander steered for New-
Zealand, it being his intention to touch at Queen Char-
lotte's Sound, that he might refresh his crew, and put the

ship in a condition to encounter the southern latitudes.

On the 18th of October, he anchored before Ship Cove in

thit sound; and the first thing he did, after landing, was
to look for the bottle he had left on the shore, in \vhich

was a memorandum. It was taken away; and it soon ap-
peared, from indubitable circumstances, that the Adven-
ture had been in the cove after it was quitted by the Reso-
lution.

Upon visiting the gardens which had been formed at

Motuara, they were found almost in a state of nature,

having been wholly neglected by the inhabitants. Many,
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Iiowever, of the artirles were in a flourishing condition,

and showed how well they liked the soil in which they

were planted. It was several days before any of the na-

tives made their appearance, but when they did so, and
recognized Captain Cook and his friends, joy succeeded to

fear. They hurried in numbers out of the woods, and em-
bracing the English over and over again, leaping and
skipping about like madmen. Amidst all this extrava-

gance of joy, they were carefil to preser\e the honour of

llieir females; for they would not permit some women,
\\lio were seen at a distance, to come near our people.

The captain's whole intercourse with the Ne>\ -Zealanders,

during this his third visit to Queen Charlotte's Sound, was
peaceable and friendly; and one of them, a man apparently

ofconsequence, w hose name was Pedro, presented him with

a staff of honour, such as the chiefs generally carry. In

return, our commander dressed Pedro, who had a fine per-

Bun, and a good presence, in a suit of old clothes, of

which he was not a little proud.

Captain Cook still continued his solicitude to stock the

island with useful animals; and accordingly, in addition to

what he had formerly done, he ordered two pigs, a boar

aad sow, to be put on shore. There was reason to be-

lieve, thai some of the cocks and hens which had former-

ly been left here still existed. None of them, indeed,

here seen; but a hen's egg was found, which had not long

Deen laid.

Mr. Wales had now an opportunity of completing his

observations with regard to Queen Charlotte's Sound, so

as to ascertain its latitude and longitude with the utmost

accuracy. In the Captain's former voyage there had been
an errour in this respect. Such were Mr. Wale's abilities

and assiduity, that the same correctness was maintained

by him, in determining the situations of all the other

places which were visited by our navigators.

On the lOth of November, Captain Cook took his de-

parture from New-Zealand, in farther pursuit of his great

object, the determination of the question concerning the

existence of a southern continent. Having sailed, till the

27lh, in diiTercnt degrees of latitude, extending from 4-3

to .55^ 4S'south, he gave up all hopes of (indmg any mose
land in this ocean. He came, therefore, to the rcsol.ilioii
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of steering directly for the west entrance of the Straits of
Alagalhaens, with a view of coasting the south side of
Terra del Fuego, round Cape Horn, to the Strait Le
Maire. As the world had hitherto obtained but a very
imperfect knowledge of this shore, the captain thought
that the full survey of it would be more advantageous,
both to navigation and geography, than any thiiig he couid
e.>;pect to find in a higlier latitude.

In the prosecution of this vo^yage, our commander, on
the 17th of December, readied the west coast of Terra
del Fuego; and having continued to range it till the20ih,
he came to an anchor in a place to which he afierwurdi
gave the name of Christmas Sound. Through the whole
course of his various na\igations, he had never seen so

desolate a coast. It seems to be entirely composed of
rocky mountains, without the least appearance of vegeta-
tion. These mountains terminate in horrible precipices,

the craggy summits of which spire up to a vast height; so

tiiat scarcely any thing in nature can appear with a more
barren and savage aspect, tiian the whole of the country.

The run which Captain Cook had made directly across
the ocean in a high southern latitude, was believed by
him to be the first of the kind that had ever been carried

into execution. He was, therefore, somewhat particular

in remarking every circumstance which seemed to be in

the least material. However, he could not but observe,
that he had never made a passage any where, of such
length, or even of a much shorter extent, in which so few
thin^js occurred, that were of an interesting nature. Ex,
cepting the variation of the compass, he knew of nothing
else that was worthy of notice. The Captain had now
done with the Southern Pacific Ocean; and he had explor-

ed it in such a manner, that it would be impossible for

anyone to think that more could be performed in a single

voyage, towards obtaining that end, than had actually

been accompiisned.

Barren and dreary as the land in about Christmas Sound,
it was not wholly destitute of some accommodations,
which could not fail of being agreeable to our navigators.

Near every harbour they found fresh water and wood fur

fuel. The country abounds likewise with wild fowl, and
larticularly with geese; which afforded a refreshment to
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tlic whole crew, that was the more acceptable on account
of the approaching festival. Had not Providence thus

happily provided for them, their Ciiristmas cheer must
have been salt beef and pork. Some Madeira wine, the

only article of provision that was mended by keeping, was
still left. This, in conjunction with the geese, which
were cooked in every variety of method, enabled our peo-

ple to celebrate Christmas as cheerfully, as perhaps was
done by their friends in England.

The inhabitants of Terra del Fuego, Captain Cook
found to be the same nation that he had formerly seen in

Success Bay; and the same whom M. de Bougainville has
distinguished by the name of Pecharas. They are a lit-

tle, ugly, half starved beardless race, and go almost naked.
It is their own fault that they are not better cloathed, na-

ture having furnished them with ample materials for that

purpose. By lining their seal-skin cloaks with the skins

and feathers of aquatic birds; by making the cloaks tliem-

.selves larger; and by applying the same materials to dif-

ferent parts of cloathing, they might render their dress

much more warm and comfortable. But while they are

doomed to exist in one of the most inhospitable climates

in the globe, they have not sagacity enoiigii to avail them-
selves of those means of adding to the conveniences of

life, which Pro\idence has put into their pouer. In short,

the captain, after having been a witness to so many varie-

ties of the human race, hath pronounced, that, of all the

nations he had seen, the Pecharas are the most wretched.

Notwithstanding the barrennei^s of the country, it

abounds with a variety of unknown plants, and gave much
employment to the botanists of the Resolution. "Almost
every plant," says Mr. Forster, " which we gathered"
on the rocks, " was new to us, and some species were re-

markable for the beauty of iheir Howers, or their smell."

On the 28th of December, our commander sailed from
Chrir-tmas Sound, and proceeded on his voyage, round

Cape Horn, through Strait le Maire, to Staten Land.
This famous Cape was passed by him on the next day,

when he entered the Southern Atlantic Oc-ean. In some
charts, Cape Horn is laid down as belonging to a sir.al!

island; but this was neither coiiliriued, aor could it he

contrad'cted by our navigators; for several breakers ap



2 1 CAPTAIN cook's

patroJ on the coast, both to tiic east and west of if, and
t!ie hazy weather rendered every object very indistinct.

Though the summits of some of the hills were rocky, the

sides and valleys seemed covered with a green turf, and
wooded in tufis.

In ranging Staten Island, a good port was found, situat-

ed three leagues to the westward of St. John, and in a

northern direction. Upon account of the day on whicli

the discovery of this port was made, (being the first of

January) Captain CooU gave it the name of New Year's
Harbour. The knowledge of it may be of service to fu-

ture navigators. Indeed, it would be more convenient
for ships bound to the west, or round Cape Horn, if its

situation would permit them to put to sea with an easterly

and northerly wind. But this inconvenience is not of
great consequence, since these winds are seldom known
to be of long duration. The captain, however, has de-

clared, that if he were on a voy-nge round Cape Horn to

the west, and not in want of wood or water, or any olher

thing which might make it necessary to put into port, he
would not approach the land at all. By keeping out at

sea, the currents would be avoided, which, he was satis.fi-

ed, would loose their tbrce at ten or twelve leagues from
land, and be totally without influence at a greater d.s-

tance.

The extent of Terra del Fuego, and consequently th:it

of the Straits of Magalhaens, our commander ascertained

to be less than has been laid down by the generality of
navigators. Nor was the coast, upon the whole, found to

be so dangerous as has often" been represented. Tiie

weather, at the same time, was remirkably temperate.

In one of the little isles near Staten Land, and which
had been called by Captain Cook, New Year's Isles,

there was observed a harmony between the different ani-

mals of the place, which is too curious to be omitted. It

seemed as if they had entered into a league not to disturb

each other's tranquillity. The greater part of the sea-

coast is occupied by the sea-lions; the sea-bears take up
.heir abode in the isle; the shags are posted in the high-

est cliffs; the penguins fi.\ their quarters where there is

the most easy communication to and from the sea; an
the rest of the birds choose more retired places. Al
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these animals were occasionally seen to mix togellier, like

domestic cattle and poultry in a farm-yard, without one at-

temptinop to molest the other. Nay, the captam had often

observed the eagles and vultures sitting on the hills among
the shags, while none of the latter, whether old or young,
appeared to be in the least disturbed at their presence.

It may be asked, then, how do these birds of prey live?

This question our commander hath answered, by suppos-

ing that they feed on the carcases of seals and birds which
die by various causes. It is probable, from the immense
quantit}' of animals with which this island abounds, that

such carcases exist in great numbers.
From Staten Island, Captain Cook sailed, on the 4fh

of January, with a view, in the first place, of discovering

that extensive coast, laid down by Mr. Dalrymple in his

chart, in which is the gulf of St. Sebastian. In order to

have all other parts before him, the captain designed to

make the western point of that gulf". As he had soma
doubt of the existence of such a coast, tiiis appeared to

him the best route for determining the matter, and for ex-

ploring the southern part of this ocean. When he came
to the situations assigned to the different points of the

gulf of St. Sebastian, neither land nor any unequivoca.
signs of land were discovered. On the contrary, it was
evident, that there could not be any extensive tract of
country in the direction which had been supposed.

Proceeding in his voyage, land was seen on the 14th,

which was at first mistaken for an island of ice. It was
in a manner wiiollv covered with snow. From the person

by whom it was first discovered, it obtained the name of
Wallis's Island. It is a high rock, of no great extent

near to which are some rocky isles. Another island of a

larger compa.ss, on account of the vast number of birds

wiiich were upon it, was called Bird Isle. A more extci-
sive range of country had been seen tor some time, "hic'i

Captain Cook reached on the 17th, and where he landed
on the same day, in three different places. The head of
the bay, in which he came to shore was terminated by
particular ice-cliffs, of considerable height. Pieces were
continually breaking off, and floating out to sea; and
while our navigators were in the bay, a great fall happen-
ed, which made a noise like a cannon. No less savage

Vol. II.
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and horrible were the inner parts of the country. The
wild rocks raised their summits till they were lost in the

cloud's, and the valleys lay covered with everlasting snow.
There was not a tree to be seen, or a shrub found, that

was even big enough to make a tooth-pick. The only

vegetation, that was met with, was a course strong-blad-

ed grass, growing in tufts, wild burnet, and a plant like

moss, which sprang from the rocks.

When our commander landed in the bay, he displayed

the English colours; and, under a discharge of small arms
took possession of the country in his majesty's name. It

was not, however, a discovery which was ever likely to be
productive of any considerable benefit. In his return to

the ship. Captain Cook brought with him a quantity of
seals and penguins, which were an acceptable present to

the crew; not from the want of provisions, which were
plentiful in every kind, but from a change of diet. Any
sort of fresh meat was preferred by most on board to salt.

The Captain himself was now, for the first time, tired of

the salted meats of the ship; and though the flesh of the

penguins could scarcely vie with bullock's liver, its fresh-

ness was sufficient to render i' comparatively agreeable to

the palate. To the bay in \< hioli he had been, he gave
the name of Possession Bav.
The land in which this bay lies, was at first judged hy

our navigators to be pnrt of a great continent. But, upon
coasting round the whole fountrv, it was proved to a
demonstration that it was onlv an island of seventy leagues

in circuit. In honour to his majesty. Captain Cook called

it the Isle of Georgia. It could scarcely have been thought,

-

that an island of no grpater extent than this, situated be-

tween latitude of fiftv four and fifty-five, should, in a man-
ner, be wholly covered, many fathoms deep, with frozen

snow, iu the height of summer. The sides and summits
of the loftv mountains were cased with snow and ice; and
an incredible quantity lay in the valleys. So innnense
was the quantity that our commander did not think that

it could be the produce of the island. Some land, there-

fore, which he had seen at a distance, induced him to be-

lieve, that it might belong to an extensive trac^, andga\e
him hopes of discovering a continent. In this respect,

however, he was disappointed; but the disappoiutnient
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did not sil liea\y upon him; since, to judge of the bulk by
tiie apprehended sample, it would not have been worth the

disi-overy. It was remarkable, that our voyagers did not

see a river, or a stream of fresh water, on the whole coast

of the Isle of Georgia. Captain Cook judged it to be

highly probable, that there are no perenial springs in the

country; and that the interior parts, in consequence of

their being much elevated, never enjoy heat enough to

melt the snow in sufficient quantities to produce a river or

stream of water. In sailing round the island, our naviga-

tors were almost continually involved in a thick mist; so

that, for any thing they knew to the contrary, they might
be surrounded with dangerous rocks

The captain, on the 25th of the munlh, steered from
the Isle of Georgia, and, on the 27th, computed that he
was in latitude sixty, south. Farther than this he did not

intend to go, unless some certain signs of soon meeting
with land should be discovered. There was now a long
hollow swell from the west, which was a strong indica-

'ion that no land was to be met with in that direction;

and hence arose an additional proof of what has already

been remarked, that the extensive coast laid down in Mr.
Dalrymple's chart of the ocean between Africa and Ame-
rica and the Gulf nf St. Sebastian, doth not exist. Not
lo mention the various islands which were seen in the

prosecution of the voyage, and the names that vvere given
to them, I shall only advert to a few of the more materi;il

circumstances. On an elevated coast, \\ hicli appeared m
sight upon the 31st, our commander bestowed the anpel-
lalion of the Southern Thule. The reason of hisgivmi; it

this name was, that it is the most southern land that had
ever yet been discovered. It is every where covered with
snow, and displays a surface of vast height. On this d ly,

our voyagers were in no small danger from a great wes-
terly swell, which set right upon the shore, and threaten-
ed to carry them on the most horrible coast in the world.

Happily, the discovery of a point to the north, beyo';d
which no land could be seen, relieved them from their aj)-

preheneions. To the more distinguished tracts of count rv

v, hich weie discovered from the 31st of .I.inuary to the
b'h of February, Captain Cook gave the names of Ctpe
Bristol, Cape Montagu, S.uinder's I-sle, Candlemas I.-!cj,
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and Sanduicli's Land. The last is either a group of isl-

ands, or else a point of the continent. For that there is

a tract of larjd no;ir the pole, which is the source of most
of the ice that is apread over this vast Southern Ocean,
v,-as the captain's firm opinion. He also thouglit it prob-

able, that this land must extend fartliest to the north,

where it is opposite to the Sontliern Atlantic and Indian

Oceans. Ice had always been found by him farther to the

north in these oceans, than any where else, and this he

judged could not be the case, if there were not land of

considerable extent to the south. However, the greatest

part of this southern continent, if it actually exists, jnusl

lie within the polar circle, where the sea is so encumbered
^vith ice, that the land is rendered inaccessible. So great

is the risk which is run, in examining a coast in these un-

known and icy seas, that our commander, with a modest
and well-grounded boldness, could assert, that no man
would ever venture farther than he had done; and that

tlie lands which may lie to the south will never be explor-

ed. Thick fogs, snow storms, intense cold, and every

thing beside, that can render navigation dangerous, must
be encountered; all which difficulties are greatly height-

ened by the inexpressibly horrid aspect of the country.

Ji is a conntry doomed by nature never once to feel the

Aarmth of the sun's rays, but to lie buried in everlasting

snoiv and ice. Whatever ports there may be on the coast,

they are almost entirely covered with frozen snow of

a vast thickness. If, however, any one of them should

be so far open as to invite a ship into it, she would run

the risk of being fixed there for ever, or of coming out in

an ice island. To this it may be added, that the island.-;

and floats on the coast, the great fails from the ice clitTs

in the port, or a heavy snow storm, attended with a shaip

frost, might be equally fatal.

Nothing could exceed the inclination of Captain Cook,
if it had been practicable, to penetrate farther to the

south: but difficulties like these were not to be surmount-

ed. If he had risked all that had been done during the

voyage, for the sake of d:scovering and exploring a coast,

which, when discovered and explored, would have an-

swered no end whatever, or have been of the least use

either to navigation or geogniphy, or indeed to any other
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science, lie would justlv have been charired «itli inexcus-

able temerit)'. He determined, therefore, to alter his

course to the east, and to sail in quest of Bouvet's Land,
(he existence of which was yet to be settled. Accordinor-

\y, this was the principal object of his pursuit, from the

Gth to the 22d of the month. Bv that day he had run

down thirteen degrees of longitude, in the very latitude

assigned for Bouvet's Land. No such land, however, w.i?

discovered; nor did any proofs occur of the existence of

Cape Circumcision. Our commander was at this time no

more than two degrees of longitude from the route he

had taken to the south, when he left the Cape of Good
Hope. It would, therefore, have been to no purpose fo

proceed any farther to the east in this parallel. But be-

ing desirous of determining the question concerning some
land that was supposed to have been seen more to (he

south, he directed his course for the situation in which the

discovery of it might be expected. Two days were spent

by him in this pursuit, to no effectual purpose, .\fier

having run over the place where the land was imagined
to lie, without meeting with the least sitrns of any, it be-

came certain that the ice islands had deceived our naviga-

tors, as well as Mr. Bouvet.

Captain Cook had now made the circuit of tlie southern

ocean in a high latitude, and traversed it in such a man-
ner as to leave not the least room for the possibility of

there being a continent, unless near the pole, and out of

the reach of navigation. By twice visiting the tropica^

sea, he had not onlv settled the situation of some old dis-

coveries, but made many new ones; and, indeed, even in

that part, had left little more to be accomplished. The
intention of the voyage had, in every respect, been fully

answered, and the southern hemisphere sufficiently ex-

plored. A final end was hereby put to the searching af-

ter a southern continent, which, for nearly two centurie.->

past, had occasionally engrossed the attention of some of

the uiaritim.e powers, and had been urged willi grea? ai-

dour bv philosophers and geographers in diflerent ajxes.

The great purpose of his navigation round the globe be-

ing thus completed, the captain began to direct his views

towards Englawd. He had, indeed, some thoughts of piu-

.racting his course a little longer, for the sake of re.isit-

VolTII.
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nig llie place where the French discovery is said to he sit-

uated. But, upon mature dehberation, he determined to

lay aside his intention. He considered, tiiat if this dis-

covery had really been made, the end would be as t'uliv

answered, as if it had been done hv himself. It cou'd

only be an island; and, if a judgment might be fbrui'.MJ

from the degree of cold which our voyager.s had experienc-

ed in that latitude, it could not be a fertile one. Besides,

our commander would hereby have been kept two months
longer at sea, and t-hat in a tempestuous latitude, witli

which the ship was not m a condition to struggle. Her
sails and rigging were so much worn, that something was
giving way every hour; and there was nothing left, either

to repair or to replace them. The provisions of the ve.ssel

were in such a state of decay, that they afforded litllo

nourishment, and the company had been long without re-

freshments. Indeed, the crew were yet healthy, and
would cheerfully have gone wherever the captain judged
*. proper to lead them; but he was fearful, lest the scur-

vey should lay hold of them, at a time, wiien none of the

remedies were left by wiuch it could be removed. He
ihonght, likewise, that it would have been cruel in him to

pave continued the fitigues and hardsliips they were per-

petually exposed to, longef than was absolutely necessarv.

Throughout the whole voyage, they had merited by the r

behaviour every indulgence which it was in his power to

oestow. Animated by the conduct of the officers, thev
had shown, that no difficulties or dangers which came in

their way were incapible of being surmounted; nor hid
their activity, courage, and crheerfulness been in the least

abated by the separation from them of their consort the

Adventure.
From all these considerations, which were evidently the

dictates of wisdom and humanit}^ Captain Cook was in

duced to spend no longer time in searching for the French
discoveries, but to steer tor the Cape of Good Hope. He
determined, however, to direct his course in such a man-
ner, as to look for the Isles of Denia and Marseveen,
which are laid down in Dr. Halley's variation chart. Af-
ter sailing in the proper latitudes from the 25th of Febru-
ary to the 13ih of March, no such islands were discover

ed. Nothing, indeed, had been seen that could encourage
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our voyagers to persevere in a search after them; and
iiuch time could not be spared, either for the purpose of
finding them, or of proving their non-existence. Every
one on board was for good reasons impatient to get into

port. The captain, therefore, could no longer avoid

yielding to the general wishes, and resolving to proceed
to the Cape, without farther delay.

Soon after our commander had come to this determina-

tion, he demanded of the officers and petty officers, in

pursuance of his instructions, the log-books and journals

they had kept; which were deli>ered to him accordingly,

and .sealed up for the inspection of the Admiralty. He
enjoined them also, and the whole crew, not to divulge

where they had been, till they were permitted to do so

by their lordships; an injunction, a compliance with which
might probably be rendered somewhat difficult, from the

natural tendency there is in men, to relate the extraordi-

nary enterprises and adventures wherein they have been
concerned.

As the Resolution approached towards the Cape of

Good Hope, she fell in first with a Dutch East Ind:aman
?rom Bengal, commanded by Captain Bosch; and next

with an English Indiaman, being the True Briton, from
China, of which Captain Broadly was the commander
Mr. Bosch very obligingly offered to our navigators, sugar,

arrack, and whatever he had to spare; and Captain
Broadly, with the most readv generosity, sent tliem fVej-h

provisions, tea, and various articles which could not fiil

of being peculiarly acceptable to people in their situation.

Even a parcel of old newspapers furnished no slight grati-

fication to persons, who had so long been deprived of ob-
taining any intelligence concerning their country and the

state of Europe. From these vessels Captain Cook re-

ceived some information with regard to what had happen-
to the Adventure, after her separation from the Resolj-
tion.

On Wednesday, the 22d of March,* he anchored in

Table Bay; where he found several Dutch ships, some

* With our navieators, who had sailed round the world, it was
Wednesday the 22d of March; but at the Cape of Good Houe
It was Tuesday the 21st.
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V'rench, and the Ceres, an English East Indiaman. honnd
directly for England, under the command of Captain

Nevvte. Ry this gentleman he sent a copy of the pre-

ceding part of his journal, some charts, and other draw-
ings, to the admiralty.

During the circumnavigation of the globe, from the peri-

od of our commander's leaving the Cape of Good Hope to

his return to it again, he had sailed no less than twenty
thousand leagues. This was an extent of voyage nearly

equal to three times the equatorial circumference of the

earth, and which had never been accomplished before,

by any ship, in the same compass of duration. In such a

ca^'e, it could not be a matter of surprise, that the rijrg nff

and sails of the Resolution shoidd be essentially damagid,
and even worn out : and yet, in all this great run, which
had been made in every latitude between nin(i and seventv-

one, she did not sprin? either low-mast, top-mast, lower

or top-sail yard; nor did she so much as break a lower or

fop-mas' shroud. These happy circumstances were owing
to the good properties of the vessel, and the singular care

and abilities of her oiTicers.

On (he remainder of the voyage it is not~-necessary to

enlarge. Though it was conducted with the same atten-

tion to navigation and geography, and with the same sa-

gacity in marking whatever was worthy of observation,

nevertheless, as it was not employed in traversing un-

known seas, or in discovering countries that had not been

heard of before, it may be sufficient briefly to mention

the places at which Captain Cook touched, before his

arrival in England. The repairs of the ship having been
completed, and the necessary stores gotten on board,

together with a fresh supply of provisions and water, he

left the Cape of Good Hope on the 27th of April, and
reached the Island of St. Helena on the loth of May.
Here he staid till the 21st, when he sailed for the Island

of Ascension, where he anchored on the 28th. From
this place he directed his course, on the Slsc, for the

Island of Fernando de Noronha, at which he arrived on
the 9th of June.

In the progress of the voyage, our commander made
an experiment i^pon the still for procuring fresh water;

and the re?'>l'' of the trial was, that the invention is useful
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»pon the whole, but that to trust entirely to it would by

no means be advisable. Indeed, provided there is not a

scarcity of fuel, and the coppers are good, as much \vater

may be obtained as will support life; but no etrbrts will

be able to procure a quantity sufficient for the preser-

vation of health, especially in hot climates. Captain

Cook was convinced, by experience, that nothing con-

tributes more to the health of seamen, than having plenty

of water.

On the 14th of July, the captain came to an anchor in

the Bay of Fayal, one of the Azores islands. His sole

design in stopping here was to give Mr. Wales an oppor-
tunity of finding the rate of the watch, that hereby he

might be enabled to fix the longitude of these islands with

the greater degree of certainty. No sooner, therefore,

had our commander anchored, than he sent an officer to

wait on the English consul, and to acquaint the governor
with the arrival of our navigators, requestmg his permis-

sion for Mr. Wales to make observations on shore, lor the

purpose now mentioned. Mr. Dent, who then acted aa

consul, not only obtained this permission, but accommo-
dated Mr. Wales with a convenient place in his garden,
10 set up his instruments.

This object being accomplished, Captain Cook pro-

ceeded, on the 19th, with ail expedition for England. On
ihe 30ih of the same month, he anchored at Spithead,

and landed at Portsmoutli; having been absent from
Great Britain three years and eighteen days; in which
time, and under all changes of climate, he had lost but

four men, and only one of them by sickness.

CHAPTER V.

Account of Captain Cook during the period betwesn his

Second Voyage and his Voyage to the Pacific Ocean.

The able manner in which Captain Cook had conduct
ed the preceding voyage, the discoveries ho had made,
and his complete determination of the grand point he had
been sent to ascertain, justly and powerfully recommend-
ed him to liic protection and encouragement of all those
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AV-vj Dad p..tronizcd the undertaking. No alte*-ation h>A
cccurrea, uring his absence, in the presidencv z; tne ad-
miraliy tifc.iartment. The nob!e lord, whose astf.nm'e
views ric taken such a lead in the plans of lavigation

anrt d;scv:' !ry, still continued at the head of i^ai hoard;
ana u co: d not be otherwise than a high satisfaction to

hini, that so extraordinary a degree of success had at-

tended his Designs for the enlargement of science. His
lordship lost no time in representing Captain Cook's
nierits to the king: nor did his majesty stand in need of
sohcitatioas to show favour to a man who had so emi-
nently fiiltllled his royal and munificent intentions. Ac-
cordingly, our navigator, on the 9thof Augustj was raised

to the rank of post captain. Three days afterwards, he
received a more distinguished and substantial mark of the

approbation of government; for he was then appointed a
captain in Greenwich Hospital; a situation which was
intended in afford him a pleasing and honourable reward
for his illustrious labours and services.

It will easily be supposed, that the lovers of science
\sould, m general, be peculiarly attentive to the effects

resulting from Captain Cook's discoveries. The additions

he had niade to the knowledge of geography, navigation
and astronomy, and the new views he had opened of the

diversified state of human life and manners, could not
avoid commanding their esteem, and e.xcitin? their admi-
ration. With many persons of philosophic literature he
was in the habits of intimacy and friendship; and he was
particularly acquainted with Sir John Pringie; at that

time president of the Royal Society. If was natura-1,

therefore, that his scientific friends should wish hiin to

become a member of this learned body; the consequence
of which was, that, in the latter end of ilie year 177.5,

he was proposed as a candidate for election. On the 29th

of February, 1776, he was unanimously cho.'ren; and he
was admitted on the 7th of iMarch. That same evening,

a paper was read, which he had addressed to Sir Jf.hn

Prinffle. containing an account of the method lie had
taken to preserve the health of the crew of his majesty '.s

ship the Resolution, during her voyige round the world.

Another paper, at the request of the president, was com-
municated by him, on the 18th of April, relative to tlu-
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tiilbs in tlie South Seas. The tides particularly considered

were those in the Endeavour River, on the east coast of
New Holland.

A sti'll greater honour was in reserve for Captain Cook,
than the election of him to be a common member of the

Royal Society. It was resolved by Sir John Pringle and
the council of the society, to bestow upon him the estima-

ble prize of the gold medal, for the best experimental pi-

per of the year, and no determin.ition could be founded in

greater wisdom and justice. If Captain Cook had made
no important discoveries, if he had not determined the

question concerning a southern continent, his name would
have been entitled to immortality, on account of his hu-

mane atteniion to, and his unparalleled success in pie-

serving the lives and health of his seamen
He had good reason, upon this head, to assume the

pleasurable, but modest language, with which he has

concluded his narrative of his second navigation round the

globe: " Whatever," says he, " may bo the public judg-

ment about other matters, it is with real satisfaction, and
^\'ithout claiming any merit, but that of attention to my
duty, that I can conlude this account with an observation,

which facts enable me to make, that our having discover-

ed the possibility of preserving health among a nunierou.s

ship's company, for such a length of time, in such varie-

ties of climate, and amidst such continued hardships and
fatigues, will make this voyage remarkable, in the opinion

of every benevolent person, when the disputes about the

southern continent shall have ceased to engage the atten-

tion, and to divide the judgment of philosophers."

It was the custom of Sir John Priiigle, at the delivery

of Sir Go'Jfrey Copley's annual medal, to give an elabor-

ate discourse, containing the history of that part of sci-

ence for the improvement of which the medal was con-
ferred. Upon the present occasion, the president had a

subject to enlarge upon, which was perfectly congenial to

his disposition and studies. His own life had been much
employed in pointing out the means which tended not only

to cure, but to prevent, the diseases of mankind ; and
tlierefore, it was %vith peculiar pleasure and alfection that

he celebrated the conduct of his friend, v.ho, by precau-
tions equally wise and simple, had rendered the circum-

1«
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navigation of the globe, so far as health ia coiifeinoe},

quite a harmless undertaking. Towards the beginning of

his discourse, Sir John justly asks, " What inquiry can bn
so useful as that, which has for its object the saving the

lives of men ? and when shall we find one more sur.ces.«f'>:l

than that before us? Here," adds the president, " are iii>

vain boastings of the empiric, nor ingenious and delusive

theories of the dogmatist; but a concise and artless, and ;in

incontested relation of the means, by which, under divine

favour. Captain Cook, with a company of a hundred and
eighteen men, performed a voyage of three vears and
eighteen days, throughout all the climates, from fifty-two

degrees north to seventy-one degrees south, with the iop<

of only one man by sickness—I would now inquire,"

proceeds Sir John Pringle, " of the most conversant in

the study of the bills of mortality, whether, in the mo:^t

healthful climate, and in the best condition of life, they
have ever found so small a number of deaths, within that

space of time ? How great and agreeable then must our
surprise be, after perusing the histories of long naviga-
tions in former days, when so many perished by marine
diseases, to tind the air of the sea acquitted of all mali;.''-

nity; and, in tine, that a voyage round the world may !>c

undertaken with less danger, perhaps, to health, than a

common tour in Europe!"
In the progress of his discourse, the president recoun ed

the dreadful calamities, and destruction the scurvj- hud
heretofore brought upon mariners, in vovages of great

length; after which he pointed out at large, and diusr ra-

ted with his own observations, the me<hods pursued by'

Captain Cook for preserving tlie health of his men. In

<'onclusion. Sir John remarked, that the Royal Society

never more cordailv or more tn^'ritoriously bestoived the

gold medal, that faithful symbol of flteir esteem and a;Te<--

t;on. " For if," says he, " Rome decreed the civic crown
to him who saved the llfu ofa single citizen, what wreatl'S

are diie to that man, who, having himself saved m.my,
perpetuates in your transn.ctions the means by v, hich

Britain may now, on the ino<t distant voyages, preserve

numbers of her intrepid sons, her i7iarintrs; who, braving
every danger, have so liberally contributed to the fime, to
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the opulence, and to the maratime empire of tlieir conn-

try!"*

* Sir John Pringle's Six Discourses, p. 145—147, 199.—It

cannot but be acceptable to insert here. Captain Cook's enumer-
ation of the several causes, to which, under the care of Provi-

dence, the uncommon good state of health, e.\perienced bjc his

people, was owing. 1 shall not trespass upon the reader's time
in nienttoning them all, but confine myself to such as were found
the most useful.

" We were furnished with a quantity of malt, of which was
made s^ceet wort. To such of the men as showed the least

symptoms of the scurvy ; and also to such as were thought to

be threatened with that disorder, this was given, from one to

two or three pints a day each man ; or in such proportion as the

surgeon found necessary, which sometimes amounted to three
quarts. This is, without doubt, one of the best antiscorbutic

sea medicines yet discovered ; and if used in time, will, with
proper attention to other things, I am persuaded, prevent the
scurvy from making any great progress for a considerable while.

But I am not altogether of opinion that it will cure it at sea.

" Sour kraut, of which we had a large quantity, is not only a
wholesome vegetable food, but, in my judgment, highly antiscor

butic ; and it spoils not by keeping. A pound of this was serv-

ed to each man, when at sea, twice a week, or ofteuer, as waa
thought necessary.

" Portable broth was another great article of which we had a
large supply. An ounce of this to each man, or such other pro-

portion as circumstances pointed out, was boiled in their pease,
three days in a week ; and when we were in places where vege-
tables were to be got, it was boiled with them, and wheat or
oatmeal, every morning for breakfast ; and also with pease and
vegetables for dinner. It enabled us to make several nourishing
and wholesome messes, and was the means of making the people
eat a greater quantity of vegetables, than they would otherwise
have done.

" Rob of hemon and Orange is an antiscorbutic we were not
without. The surgeon made use of it in many cases, with great
success.

" -Vmong the articles of victualling, we were supplied with
sngitr in the room of oil, and with ivheat for a part of our oat-

meal ; and were certainly gainers by the exchange. Sugar, I

apprehend, is a very good antiscorbutic ; whereas oil (such as
the navy is usually supplied with,) I am of opinion, has a con-
trary effect.

" But tlic introduction of the most salutary articles, either as
provisions or medicines, will generallv prove unsuccessful,

Vji.. ri.
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One circumstance alone was wanting to compleie the

pleasure and celebrity arising from the assignment of Sir

unless supported by certain regulations. On this principle,

many years experience, together with iome hints I hid fr'>ni

Sir Hugli Palliser, Captains Campbell, Wallis, and other intelli

gent officers, enabled me to lay a plan whereby all was to Le
governed.

" Th" crew were at three watches, except upon some extra-

ordinary occasions. By this means they were not so much ex-

posed to the weather, as if they had been at watch and watcli

;

and had generally dry clothes to shift themselves, when they
happened to get wet. Care was also taken to expose them as

little to wet weather as possible.
" Proper methods were used to keep their persons, hammocks,

bedding, clothes, A:c. constantly clean and dry. Equal care was
taken to keep the ship clean and dry betwixt decks. Once or

twice a week she was aired with fires; and when this could not

be done, she was smoked with gunpowder, mi.\ed with vinegar
or water. I had also, frequently, a fire made in an iron pot at

the bottom of the well, v.hich was of great use in pnrifving the
air in the lower parts of the ship. To this, and to cleanliness
as well in the ship as among the people, too great atteiUion can-
not be paid ; the least neglect occasions a putrit and disagreea-
ble smell below, which nothing but fires will remove.

" Proper attention was paid to the ship's coppers, so that they
were kept constantly clean.
" The fat which boiled out of the salt beef and pork, I never

suffered to be given to the people ; being of opinion that it pro-

motes the scurvy.
" I was careful to take in water wherever it was to be got,

even though we did not want it. Because I look upon fresh

water from the shore, to be more wholesome, than that which
has been kept some time on board a ship. Of this essential

article we were never at an allowance, but had always plenty
for every necessary purpose. Navigators in general cannot, in-

deed, expect, nor would they wish to meet with such advanta-
ges in this respect, as fell to mv lot. The nature of our vovage
carried us into very high latitudes. But the hardships and dan-
gers iiiseperable from that situation, were in some degree com-
pensated by the singular felicity we enjoyed, of extracting inex-

haustible supplies of fresh water from an ocean strewed with
ice.

" We came to few places, where either the art of man, or the
bounty of nature, had not provided some sort of refreshment or
other, either in the animal or vegetable way. It was my first

care to procure whatever of any kind could be met with, 1)V
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noilfrey Copley's medal. Captain Cook was not liimse!,'

present, to hear the duscoiir-^e of the president, and to re^

eeive the honour conferred upon him. Some mon'hs be

fore the anniversary' of St. Andrew's dav, he had sailed on
his last expedition. The medal, therefore, was delivered

into tiie hands of Mrs. Cook, whose -satisfaction at being

intrusted with so valuable a pledge of her husband's repu-

tation, cannot be questioned. Neither can it be doubled,

b It that the captain, before his departure from England,
was fullv apprised of the mark of distinction which was
intended for him by the Royal Society.

Captain Cook after the conclusion of his second vo\'age,

was called upon to appear in the world in the character of
an author. In the account that was published, by au-
thority, of his former circumnavigation of the globe, as

well as of those which had been performed by the Cap-
tains Byron, Carteret, and Wallis, it «as thought requisite

to procure the assistance of a professeil literary man,
whose business it should be to draw up a narrative from
the several journals of these commanders. Accordingl}',

Dr. Hawkesworth, as is universally known, was employed
for the purpose. In the present case, it was not esteemed
necessary to have recourse to such an expedient. Captain

Cook was justly regarded as sufficiently qualified to relate

everv means in my power; and to oblige our people to ma'^a
use thereof, both by my example and authority : but the benefits

arising from refreshments of any kind soon became so obvious,

that 1 had little occasion to recommend the one, or to exert the
other."

In a letter which Captain Cook wrote to Sir John Priugle,

•list before he embarked on his last voypge, dated Plymouth
Sound, Julv 7, 177G, lie expressed himself as follows " 1 en-

tirely agree with you, that the dearness of the rob ol lemons
and of oranges will hinder them from being furnished in large

ipiantitiss. But I do not think this so necessary ; for, though
they mav assist other things, 1 have no great opinion of them
alone. Nor have I a higher opinion of vinegar. My people
hud it very sparingly during the late vovagc, and, towards the

latter part, none at all ; and yet we experienced no ill eft'ect

from the want of it. The custom of washing the inside of the

sliif) with vinrgir, [ seldom observed ; thinking that (Ire sad
smoke ansiverc'l llie piirpose'iuuf'li better."
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his own story. His journal only required to be divided

into chapters, and perhaps to be amended by a few verl):il

corrections. It is not speaking e.v'ravagantly to say, that,

in point of composition, his history of his voyage ref!e( 's

upon him no small degree of credit. His style is natural,

clear, and manly; being well adapted to the subject and

to his own character: and it is possible, that a pen of moie
studied elegance would not have given any additioniil ad-

vantage to the narration. It was not till some time after

Captain Cook's leaving England that the work was pub-

lished; but, in the meanwhile, the superintendence of it

was undertaken by his learned and valuable friend. Dr.

Douglas, whose late promotion to the mitre hath afforded

pleasure to every literary man, of every denomination.

When the Vovage appeared, it came recommended by the

accuracy and excellence of its charts, and by a grent

variety of engravings, from the curious and beaut ifd

drawings of Mr. Hodges. This work was followed b\

the publication of the original astronomical observations

which had been made by Mr. Wales in the Resolution,

and by Mr. Bayley in the Adventure. It was at the ex-

pense of the commissioners of longitude that these obser-

vations were made, and it was by their order that they

were printed. The book of Mr. Wales and Mr. Baylcy
displays, in the strongest light, tlie. scientific use and value

of Captain Cook's voyage.
Some of the circumstances which have now been men-

tioned have designedly been brought forward more early

in point of time than should otherwise have been done.,

in order to prevent any interruption in the course of the

subsequent narrative.

Thougii Captain Cook was expected to sit down in re-

pose, after his toils nnd labours, the design of fan her d's-

coveries was not laid aside. The illusion, indeed, of a
Terra Aiislralis inrogniti, to any purposes of commerce,
colonization and utility, had been dispelled: but there was
another grand question which remained to be determined;
and that was tlie practicability of a northern passage to

the Pacific Ocean.
It had long been a favourite object with navigators, and

particularly with the English, to discover a shorter, a
more commodious, and a more profitable course of sailing
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ti) Japan and China, and, indeed, to the East Indies in

:iieiieial, than by making the tedious circuit of the Cape
of Good hope. To find a western passage round North
America, had been attempted by several bold adventurer.-,

from Frobisher's first voyage, in 1576, to those of James
aj>d of Fox, in 1631. By these expeditions, a large addi-

tion was made to the knowledge of the northern extent

of America, and Hudson's and Baffin's Bays were disco-

\ered. But the wished-for passage, on that side, into the

I'acific Ocean, was still unattained. Nor were the various

attempts of our countrymen, and of the Dutch, to find

such a passage, by sailing round the north of Asia, in an
^:;K1ern direction attended with better sutcess. Wood's
I'lilure, in 1676, appears to have concluded the long list

of unfortunate expeditions in that century. The disco-

very, if not absolutely despaired of. had been unsuccessful

in such a number of instances, that it ceased, for many
y.urs, to be an object of pursuit.

The question was again revived in the present century.

Mr. Dobbs, a warm advocate for the probability of a

north-west passage tliroug-h Hudson's bay, once more re-

• rilled the attention of this country to that undertaking.

1:1 consequence of the spirit by him excited. Captain Mid-
dleton was sent out by government, m 1741, and Captains
Smith and More, in 1746. But, though an act of Parlia-

ment had been passed, which secured a reward of twenty
thousand pounds to the discoverer of a passage, the ac-

complishment of this favourite object continued at as

great a distance as ever.

To ascertain a matter of such importance and magni-
tude in navigation, was reserved to be another glory of
his present majesty's reign. The idea was peculiarly

suited to the enlightened mind of the noble lord at the

head of the admiralty; and he adopted it with ardour.

Preparatory to the execution of the design, Lord Mul-
grave sailed with two ships, to determine how far naviga-
tion was practicable towards the north pole. In this ex-

pedition, his lordship met with the same insuperable diffi-

culties which had been experienced by former voyagers.

Nevertheless, the expectation of opening a communica-
tion between the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans, bv a

Vol. II.
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Northerly course, was not abandoned; and it was resolved

that a voyage .should be undertaken for that purpose.

For the conduct of an enterprise, the operations of

which were intended to be so new, so extensive, and to

various, it was evident that great ability, skill, and e.\pe-

rience were indispensably necessary. Tluit Captiiin Cook
was of all men the best qualified for carrying it in;o e.\e-

cntion, was a matter that could not be called in quesfion.

But hov.ever ardently it might be wished that he v\ou!d

take upon him the command of the service, no one (not

e\en his friend and patmn. Lord Sandwich himself) pre-

sumed to solicit him upon the subject. The benetlls he

had already conferred on science and navigation, and the

lab-^'urs and dangers he had gone through, were so many
and great, that it was not deemed reasonable to ask him
to engage in fresh perils. At the same time, nothing

coidd be more natural, than to consult him upon every

tiling relative to the business; and his advice was particu-

larly requested with regard to the propere.'^t person for

conducting the voyage. To determine this point, tlie

captain, Sir Hugh Palliser, and Mr. Stephens were invited

to Lord Sandwich's to dinner Here, besides taking mto
consideration what officer should be recommended to his

majesty for accomplishmg the purposes in view, many
tilings were said concerning the nature of the design.

Its granaeur and dignity, the consequences of it to navi-

gation and science, and the completion it would give to

the whole system of discoveries, were enlarged upon in

the course of the conversation. Captain Cook was so

fired with the contemplation and representation of the

object, that he staitod up, and declared, that he himself

would undertake the direction of the enterprise. It i?

easy to suppose, with what pleasure the noble lord, and
the other gentlemen, received a proposal, which was so

agreeable to the-r secret wishes, and which they thouglit

of the highest importance towards attaining the ends of

the voyage. No time was lost by the Earl of Sand«icii,

in laying the matter before the king; and Captain Cook
was appointed to the command of the expedition, on the

lOth of February, 1776. At the same time, it was agreed,

that on his return to England, he should be restored to

^is .situation at Greenwich: and, if no vacancy occurred
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during the interval, the officer who succeeded him v.as to

resign in his favour.

The command and the direction of tlie enterprise baing

thus happily settled, it became an object of great import-

ance to determine what might be the best course that

could be given to the voyage. All former navigators

round the globe had returned to Europe by the Cape of

Good Hope. But to Captain Cook the arduous task was
now assigned, of attempting it by reaching the high

northern latitudes between Asia and America; and the

adoption of this resolution was, I believe, the result of

his own reflections upon the subject. The usual plars

therefore, of discovery was reversed; so that, instead of

a passage from the Atlantic to the Pacific, one from the

latter into the former was to be tried. Whateveropenings
or inlets there migiu be on the east side of America, that

lie in a direction which cguld afford any hopes of a pas-

sage, it was wisely foreseen, that the ultimate success of

the expedition would depend upon there be<ng an open
sea between the west side of that continent and the

extremities of Asia. Accordingly, Captain Cook was or-

dered to proceed into the Pacific Ocean, through the

chain of tiie new islands which had been visited by him
in the southern tropic. Afier having crossed the equator
into the northern parts of that ocean, he was then to

hold such a course as might probably fix many interesting

uoints in geography, and produce intermediate discoveries,

in his progress northward to the principal scene of his

operations. With regard to his grand object, it was de-

termined, for the wisest reasons, and after the most ma-
ture deliberation and inquiry, that upon his arrival on the

coast of New Albion, he should proceed northward as far

as the latitude of GS"", and not lose any time in exploring

rivers or inlets, or upon any other account, until he had
gotten into that latitude.

To give every possible encouragement to the prosecu
tion of the great design in view, the motives of interest

were added to the obligations of duty. In the act of par-

liament which passed in 1745, the reward of twenty thou-

sand pounds had been only held out to the ships bclongin«^

to any of his 7najesti/\<i subjects, while his majesty's oun
ship"? were excluded, .\notlicr, and more capital defcil
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of this act was, (hat it confined the reward to such ships

alone as should discover a passage through Hudson's Bay
By a new law, which passed in 1776, both these detifien-

cies were eflectually remedied. It was now enacted, " Tlial

if any ship, belonging to any of his majesty's subjects, or

to his majesty, shall find out, and sail through any pas-

sage by sea, between the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean.s, in

any direction, or parallel of the northern hemisphere, to

the northward of the 52 ' of northern latitude, the owneis
of such ships, if belonging to any of his majesty's sub-

jects, or the commander, officers, and seutnen of su,:h

ship belonging to his majesty, shall receive, as a reward
for such discovery, the sum of twenty thousand poundj"."'

That every thing might be done which could facilitate

tb.e success of the grand expedition, Lieutenent Pickers-
gill was sent out, in 1776, with directions to explore (he
coast of Baffin's Bay ; and in the next year, Lieutenant
Young was commissioned not only to examine the western
parts of that bay, but to endeavour to find a passage on
(hat side, fromthe Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. Noth-
ing was performed by either of these gentlemen that pro-

moted the purposes of Captain Cook's voyage.
Two vessels were fixed upon by government for the !-

tended service; the Resolution and the discovery. The
connnand of the former was given to Captain Cook, and
of tlie other to Captain Clerke. To the Resolution « as

aj^signed the same complement of officers and men, which
she had during her preceding voyage; and the onlv ditfer-

once in the establishment of the Discovery from that .'.

the Adventuie, was in the single instance of her havi.i_r

no marine officer on board.

From the time of the two ships being put into rornniis-

sion, the greatest degree of attention and zeal was exerted

by the Earl of Sandwich and the rest of the board of
admiralty, to have them equipped in the most complete
manner. Both the vessels were supplied with as much of
'e\ery necessary article as could conveniently be stowed,
and with the best of each kind that could be procured.

Whatever, likewise, the experience of the former voyages
had shown to be of any utility in preserving the health of
seamen, was provided in a large abundance. That some
permanent bcnefii might be con\o_\ud to the inhabitants
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of Ofaheite, and of the oilier islands of the Parific Onenn,
W'liom our navigators niig'ht happen to visit, it was gra-

ciously commanded bv his majesty, that an assortment of
ussful animals should be carried out to those couiiiries.

Accordingly, a bull, two cows with their calves, and seve-

ral sheep, with hay and corn for their subsistence, were
taken on hoard; and it was intended to add other servicea-

ble animals to these, when Ciiptain Cook should arrive at

the Cape of Good Hope. With the same benevolent pur-

poses, the captain was furnished with a sufficient quaniily

of such of our European garden seeds, as could not fail

of being a valuable present to the newly discovered

inlands, by adding fresh supplies of food to their own vege-

table productions. By order of the board of admiralty,

many articles besides were delivered to our commander,
which were calculated, in various ways, to improve the

condition of the natives of the other hemisphere. Still

farther to promote a friendly intercourse with them, and
to carry on a traffic that might be profitable on both sides,

an ample assortment was pro\ided of iron fools and trin-

kets. An attention no less humane was extended to the

wants of our own people. Some additional clothing,

adapted to a cold climate, was ordered for the crews of
the two ships; and nothing was denied to our navigators,

that could be supposed to be in the least conduci\e to

their health, or even to their convenience.

It was not to these things only, that the extraordinary

care of Lord Sandwich, and of the other gentlemen at

the head of the naval department, was confined. They
were equally solicitous to afford every assistance that was
calculated to render the expedii .on of public utility. Se\-

eral astronomical and nautical instruments were intrusted

by the board of longitude, to Captain Cook, and Mr.
King his second lieutenant; who had undertaken to make
the necessary observations, during the voyage, for the

improvement of astronomy and navigation. It was <>rigi-

nally intended that a professed observator should be sent

in the Resolution; but the scientific abilities of the captain

and his lieutenant rendered the appointment of such a

person absolutely unnecessary. The case was somewhat
'i:i'i»;ent with rcg'ird to the Discovery. Mr. William
!J r> !c , \', ho i ail ;iiroady gi\en .satisfactor}' proofs of his
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skill qnd diligence as an observator, while he was employ-
ed in Captain Furneaux's ship, during the late voyage,
was engaged a second time, in that capacity, and a|>

poinled to sail on board Captain Clerlie's vessel. Tlie

department of natural history %va3 assigned to Mr. Ander-
son, the surgeon of the Resolution, who was as wilhng, as

he was quahiied, to describe every thing in that branch
of science which should occur worthy of notice. From
the remarks of this gentleman. Captain Cook had derived

considerable assistance in his last navigation; especially

with regard to the very copious vocabulary of the lan-

guage of Otaheite, and the comparative specimen of flie

languages of the other islands which had then been v s-

iied. There were several young men among our com-
mander's sea officers, who, under his direction, could he

usefully employed in constructing charts, in taking views
of tiie coast and headlands near which our voyasers
n)iglit pass, and in drawing plans of the bays and har-

bours in which they should anchor. Without a constant
attention to this object, the captain was sensible, that his

aiscoveries could not be rendered profitable to future

na\ igators. That he might go out with every help, which
could serve to make the result of the voyage entertaining

to the generality of readers, as well as instructive to the

sailor and the scholar, Mr. Webber -was fixed upon, and
engaged to embark in the Resolution, for the express pur-

pose of supplying the unavoidable imperfections of writ-

ten accounts, by enabling our people to preserve and to

bring liome, such drawings of the most memorable scenes
of their transactions, as could only be executed by a pro-
fessed and skilful artist.

As the last mark of the extraordinary attention which
tlie Earl of Sandwich, Sir Hugh Palliser, and others of the

board of admiralty had uniformly shown to the prepara-
tions for the expedition, they went do\\'n to Long Reach,
and paid a visit to the sliips, on the 8th of Jime, to ex-
amine whether every tiling was completed conformably to

their intentions arid orders, and to the .'satisfaction of all

who were to embark in the vovage. His lordship and
the rest of the admiralty board, together with several no-
biemen and gentlemen of their acquaintance, honoured
Captain Cook, on that dvv, with their company at dinner
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Bolli upon their coming on board, and their going- ashore,
they were saluted with seventeen guns, and witn three

cheers.

As the ships were to touch at Otaheite and the Society
Islands, it had been def'3rmined not to omit the only op-
por! unity which might ever otier of carrying Omai baik
to his native country. Accordinglv, he left London, on
tlie •24lh of June, in company with Captain Cooi;; and it

was with a mixture of regret and satisfaction that he took
his departure. When England, and those who, durins h s

stay, had honoured him with their protection or friend-

ship, were spoken of, his spirits were sensibly affected,

and if was with difficulty that he could refrain from tears.

But his eyes began to sparkle with joy, as soon as ever
the conversation was turned to his own islands. The good
treatment he received in England had made a deep im
pression upon his mind; and he entertained the hiorhest

ideas of the country and of the people. Nevertheless,
the pleasing prospect he now had before him of returning
home, loaded with what, he well knew, would there be
esleetned invaluable treasures, and the flattering hope,
which the possession of these atlbrded him, of attaining

to a distinguished superiority among his countrymen, were
considerations which operated, by degrees, to suppress
every uneasy sensation. By the time he bad gotten on
board the ship, he appeared to be quite happy.

His majesty had furnished Omai with an ample provis-

ion of every article vvhich our English navigators, during
their former intercourse with Otaheite and the Society
Islands, had observed to be in any estimation there, either

as usefil or ornamental. Many presents, likewise, of the

same nature, had been made him bv Lord Sandwich, Sir

Joseph Banks, and several other gentlemen and ladies of
bis acquaintance. In short, both during his residence in

England, and at his departure from it, no method had
been neglected, which coiild be calculated to render him
the instrument of conveying to the inhabitants of the
islands of the Pacific Ocean, the most exalted ideas of the

greatness and generosity of the British nation.



48 CAPrAt?fccoK's

CHAPTER VI.

JSTarrative of Captain Cook^s Voyage to the Pacifii

Ocean, to the period tf his Death.

Every preparation for the voyage being completed,

Captain Cook received an order to proceed to Plyniouili,

and to take the Discovery under his command. Havitit',

accordingly, given the proper directions lo Cap'ain Clerko,

he sailed from the Nore to tlie Downs, on ihe 25ili ol'

June. On the 30th of the same month, he an<,hored m
Plynioulh Sound, where the Discovery was already ar-

rived. It was the Sih day of July before our commander
received his instructions for the vovage; and, at the san-e

time, lie was ordered to proceed with tlie Resolution, lo

the Cape of Good Hope. Captain ClerUe, who was de-

tained m London, by some unavoidable circumstance-,

was to fojiow as soon as he should join his ship.

In the evening of the r2th. Captain Cook stood out of

Plymouth Sound, and pursued his course down the chan-

nel. It was very early that he began his judicious oper:i-

tions for preserving the health of his crew; for, on the

17th, the ship was smoked between the decks with gun-
powder, and the spare sails were well aired. On the

30ih, the moon being totally eclipsed, the captain ob-

ser\ed it with a night telescope. He had not, on ihis

occasion, an opportunity of making many observations.

The reason wae, that the moon was hidden behind the

clouds the greater part of the time; and this was particu-

larly the case, when the beginning and the end of total

darkness, and the end of the eclipse, happened.

It being found that there was not hay and corn sulTi-

cient for the subsistence of the stock of aninsals on board,

till the arrival of our people at the Cape of Good Hope.
Captain Cook determined to touch at Teneriffe. Thi.«

island he tliought better adapted to the purposes of pro-

curing these articles, and other rei'reshmenis, than Ma-
deira. On the 1st of August, he anchored in the road of

Santa Cruz, and immediately de;patched an officer to the

governor, who, with the utmost politeness, granted every

thing which our commander reouested
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Were a judgment to be formed from the appearance of

the country in the neighbourhood of Santa Cruz, it micj!it

be concluded that TenerifTe is so barren a spot, as to be

insufficient for the maintainance even of its own inhabit-

ants. It was proved, however, by the ample supp! e=!

which our navigators received, that the islanders hail

enough to spare for visiters. The necessary articles of

refreshment were procured at so moderate a price, as to

confirm Captain Cook in his opinion, that Tenerifie is a

more eligible place than Madeira, for ships to touch a',

which are bound on long voyages. Indeed, the wine of

the latter island is far superior to that of the former; hut

then it can only be purchased by a sum of money propor-

tionably larger.

During the short stay which the captain made at Tene-
rifie, he continued with great assiduity his astronomical

observations; and Mr. Anderson has not a little contribu-

ted to the farther l^nowledge of the country, by his re-

marks on its general state, its natural appearance, its pro-

ductions, and its inhabitants. He learned, from a sensible

and well-informed genlleman, who resided in the island,

that a shrub is common there, which agrees exactly with

the description given by Tournefort and Lina;us, of the

tea shrub, as growing in China and Japan. It is reckoned
a weed, and every year is roofed out in large quantities

from the vineyards. The Spaniards, however, sometimes
use it as tea, and ascribe to it all the qualities of that

which is imported from China. The}' give it also the

name of tea, and say that it was found in the country
when the islands were first discovered. Another botan-
ical curiosity is called the impregnated lemon; which is a

perfect and distinct lemon enclosed within another, and
differing from the outer one only in being a little more
globular.

The air and climate of TenerifTe are, in general, re-

markably healthful, and particularly adapted to give re-

lief in pulmonary complaints. This the gentleman before

mentioned endeavoured to account for, from its being

always in a person's power to procure a dilVerent temper
ature of the air by residing at different heights in the

island. He expressed, therefore, his surprise that the

physicians of England should never have thought of send
Vol.. 11 5
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ing their consumptive patients to Tenerifie, instead of

Nice or IJsbon. .

Although it is not understood that there is any grt'al

similarity between the manners of the English and tiio.-e 1
of the Spaniards, it was observable, that the difiereiu e

between them was very little perceived by Omai lie

only said, that the Spaniaids did not appear to be so

friendly as the English: and that, in their persons, they

approached to some resemblance of his own countrymen.

On the 4th, Captain Cook nailed from TeneriflTe, ai.d

proceeded on his voyage. Such was his attention, bo'li

10 the discipline and the heallh of his company, ihiii

t\Mce in the space of five days, he exercised them at grent

guns and small arms, and cleared and smoked the sliip

below decks. On the evening of the lOili, when tiie

Resolution was at a small distance from the island of

Bonavista, she ran so close upon a number of sunken

rocks, that she did but just weather the breakers. Tie
situation of our voyagers, for a few minutes, was very

alarming. In this situation, the captain, with the intre-

pid coolness which distinguished his character, did not

choose to sound, as that, without any possibility of lessen-

ing, might have heightened the danger. M
While our commander was near the Cape de Verde Isl- M

ands, he had an opportunity of correcting an assertion of

Mr. Nicholson's with regard to the manner of sailing by

those islands, which, if implicitly trusted to, might pro\\=.

of dangerous consequence. On the loth, our navigators

arrived before Port Praya, in the Island of St. Jago; but

as the Discovery was not there, and little water had beeti

expended in the passage from TenerifTe, Captain Cook did

not think proper to go in; but stood to the southward.

In the course of the voyage, between the latitudes of

12' and 7" north, the weather was generally dark and
gloomy. The rains were frequent, and accompanied with

that close and sultry weather, which too often brings on

sickness in this passage. At such a time the worst con-

sequences are to be appreliended; and commanders of

ships cannot be too much upon their guard. It is neces-

sary for them to purify the air between decks with nres

and smoke, and to oblige their people to dry their clothes

at everv opportunity. The constant observance of these
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precautions on board the Resolution was attended with

such success, that the captain had now fewer sick men
tlian on either of his former voyages. This was the more
remarkable, a-s, in consequence of the seams of the ves-

sel having opened so wide, as to admit the rain when it

fell, there was scarcely a man who could lie dry in his

bed; and the officers in the gun room were all driven out

of their cabins by the water that came through the sides.

When settled weather returned, the caulkers were em-
ployed in repairing these defects, by caulking the decks
and inside weather-works of the ship; for the humanity
of our commander would not trust the workmen over the

sides, while the Resolution was at sea.

On the 1st of September, our navigators crossed the

equator. While, on the 8th, Captain Cook was near the

eastern coast of Brazil, he was at considerable pains to

settle its longitude, which, till some better astronomical
observations are made on shore in that country, he con-
cluded to be thirty-five degrees and a half, or thirty-six

degrees west, at most.

As our people proceeded on their voyage, they fre-

((uently saw, in the night, those luminous marine animals,

w hich have formerly been mentioned and described. Some
of them appeared to be considerably larger than any
v<hich the captain had met with before; and sometimes
iliey were so numerous, that hundreds of them were visi-

ble at the same moment.
On the 18th of October, the Resolution came to an an-

chor in Table Bay, at the Cape of Good Hope; and the

usual compliments having been paid to Baron Plettenberg

the governor. Captain Cook imm.ediately applied himself

to his customary operations. Nothing remarkable oc-
curred till the evening of the 31st, when a tempest arose

from the south-east, which lasted three days, and which
was so violent that the Resolution was the only ship in

the bay that rode out the gale without dragging her an-

chors. The effects of the storm were sensibly felt by our
people on shore; for their tents and observatory were torn

to pieces, and their astronomical quadrant narrowly es-

caped irreparable damage. On the 3d of November, the

tempest ceased, and the next day the English were en-

abled to resume their different employments.

17



52 CAPTAIN cook's

It was not till the 10th of the month, that Captain

Cook had the satisfaction of seeing the Discovery arrive

in the bay, and effect her junction with the Resolution.

Slie had sailed from England on the 1st of August, and
would have re?. died the Cape of Good Hope a week
sooner, if she had not been driven from the coast by llie

late storm. Every assistance was immediately given to

put her into a proper condition for proceeding on the voy-

itge.

While the necessary preparations for the future naviga-

tion were completing, a disaster happened with regard to

the cattle «hich had been carried out in the Resolution.

They had been cotive>ed on shore for the purpose of gra-

y-ing. The bull, and two cows, with their calves, had
been sent to graze along with some other cattle; but Cap-
lain Cook was advised to keep the sheep, which were six-

teen in number, close to the tents, where they were
penned up every evening. During tlie night preceding

the 14th, some dogs having ffotlen in among- them, forced

them out of the pen, killed four, and dispersed the rest.

Six of them were recovered tiie next day; but the two
rams, and two of the finest ewes in the whole flock, were
auiongst those which were missing. Baron Plettenberg

being at this time in the country, our commander applied

to xvlf. Heiumey, the lieutenant-governor, and to the fiscal,

for redress; and both these gentlemen promised to use

their endeavours for the recovery of the lost sheep. It is

the boast of (he Dutch, that the police at the Cape is so

carefullv executed, that it is scarcely possible for a slave,

with all his cunning and knowledge of the country, to ef-

fectuate his escape. Nevertheless, Captain Cook's sheep

evaded all the vigilance of the fiscal's officers and people.

At length, after much trouble and expense, by employing
some of the meanest and lowest scoundrels in the place,

he recovered all but the two ewes, of which he never

could hear the least tidings. The character given of the

fellows to whom the captain was obliged to have recourse

by the person who recommended their being applied to,

was, that for a ducation they would cut their master'.?

throat, burn the house over his head, and bury him and

the whole family in the ashes.

Daring the stay of our voyagers at the Cape, some of
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the officers, accompanied by Mr. Anderson, made a short

excursion into the neighbouring country. This gentleman,

as usual, was very diligent in recording everything which
appeared to him worthy of observation. His remarks,

however, in the present case, will be deemed of httle

consequence, compared with the full, accurate, and curi-

ous account of the Cape of Good hope, with which Dr.

Sparrman hath latelv favoured the literary world.

With respect to Captain Cook, besides the unavoidable

care which lay upon him, in providing his ships with

whatever was requisite for the commodious and success-

ful prosecution of the voyage, his attention was emmentiy
directed to scientific objects. He was anxious to ascer-

tain the etirrents, the variations of the compass, and the

latitude and longitude of the places to which he came.
The observations which he collected, and recorded in his

journal, while he was at the Cape of Good Hope, will be

esteemed of the greatest importance by judicious naviga-

tors.

After the disaster which had happened to the sheep, it

may well be supposed that our commander did not long

rust on shore those that remained. Accordingly, hega\e
orders to have them, and the other cattle, conveyed on
board as fast as possible. He made an addition, also, to

l!ie original stock, by the purchase of two young bulls,

tivo heifers, tw'O young stallions, two mares, two rams,
feveral ewes and goats, and some rabbits and poultry

Ail these animals were intended for New Zealand, Ota-
lieite, and the neighbouring islands; and indeed, for any
other places, in the course of the voyage, where the

leavmg of any of them might be of service to posterity.

In the supplies which were provided at the Cape, Cap-
tain Cook paid a particular regard to the nature and ex-

tent of his undertaking. As it was impossible to tell

when or where he might meet with a place which could

so amply contribute to his necesgities, he thought proper

to lay in such a store of provisions for both ships, as

would be sufficient to last them for two years and up-
wards.

Our commander having given a copy of his instructions

(o Captain Gierke, and an order directing him how to pro-

ceed in ca.<e of a separation, weighed IVoni Table JJ.iy

Vol.. n.



54 CAPTAIN cook's

on the 30th of November, though it was not till the thiH
of December that he got clear of the land. On the 6th

the ships passed throusrh several spots of wafer, nearly of

a red coloar. When some of this was taken up, it was
found to contain a large quantity of small animals, of a

redish hue, and which the microscope discovered to re-

semble a crag-fish. As our navigators pursued their

course to the south-east, a very stron? gale, which they

had from the westward, was followed by a mountainous
sea, in consequence of which, the Resolution rolled and
tumbled so much, that the catlle on board were preserved

with the utmost difficult v. Soon after, several of the

goats, especial! V the males, together wiih some sheep,

died, notwithstanding all the care to prevent it, that was
exercised by our people. This misfortune was chiefly

owing to the coldness of the weather, which now began
to be felt in the most sensible manner.
On the 12th, land was seen, which, upon a nearer ap-

proach, was found to consist of two islands. That which
lies most to the south, and is the largest, was judged by
Captain Cook to be about fifteen leagues in circuit. The
northerly one is about nine leagues in circuit; and the

two islands are at the distance of five leagues from each
other. As the ships passed through the channel between
them, our voyagers could not discover with the assistance

of their best glasses, either tree or shrub on either of
them. The}- seemed to have a rocky and bold shore, and
their surface is for the most part composed of barren
mountains, the summits and sides of which were covered
with snow. These two islands, together with four other's

which lie from nine to twelve degrees of longitude more
to the east, and nearly in the same latitude, had been dis-

covered by Captains Marion du Fresne and Crozet, French
Dcv.gators, in January, 1772, on their passage, in two
ships from the Cape of Good Hope to the Philippine Isl-

ands. As no names had been assigned to them in a chart
of the Southern ocean, which Captain Crozet communi-
cated to Captain Cook in 1775, our commander distin-

guished the two larger ones by calling them Prince Ed-
ward's Islands, after his majesty's fourth son. To the
other four, with a view of commemorating the discoverers,

he gave the name of Marion's and Crozefs Islands.
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TI:oiigli it was now the middle of summer in this heniis-

pliere, the weather was not less severe than what is gene-

rally met with in England in the depth of winter.. Instead,

however, of being discouraged by this circumstance, the

captain shaped his cuuise in such a manner, as to pass to

the southward of Marion's and Crozet's Islands, that he

might get in*o the latitude of land which had been dis-

covered by M. de Kerguelen, another French navigator.

It « as part of our commander's instructions to examine
whether a good harbour might not here be found.

As our voyagers, on the 24th, were steering to the

eastward, a fog clearing up a little, which had involved

them for some time, and which had rendered their navi-

gation both tedious and dangerous, land was seen, bearing

south-south-east. Upon a nearer approach, it was found

to be an island of considerable height, and about three

leagues ill circuit. Another island, of the same magni-
tude, was soon after discovered, and in a short space a

third, besides some smaller ones. At times, as the fog

broke away, there was the appearance of land over the

small islands, and Captain Cook entertained thoughts of

steering for it, by running in between them. But, on

drawing nearer, he found that, so long as the weather
cofifiuiied foggy, this would be a perilous attempt. For if

there should be no passage, or if our people should meet
with any sudden danger, there was surh a prodigious sea,

breaking on all the shores in a frightful surf, that "t would
(lave b(!en imj)ossible for the vessels to be gotten off. At
the same time, the captain savv another island; and as he

did not know how many more might succeed, he judged
it prudent m order to avoid getting entangled among un-

known lands in a thick fo'j, to wait for clearer weather.

The island last mentioned is a high round rock, which
was named Blifflie's Cap. Our commander had received

some very slight information concerning it at Teneriffe,

and his sagacity in tracing it was such, as immediately led

him to determine, that it was the same that M. de Ker-
guelen had called the Isle of Rendezvous. His reason for

giving it that name is not \erv apjiarent; for nothing can
rendezvous upon it but fowls of the air, it lacing certainly

inaccessible to every other animal. The weather begin

ning to clear up, Captain Cook steered in for the land, of
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which a fnint view had been obtainer! in tlie morninsr

This was Kergiielen's land. No sooner had our navisji-

tors gotten otY Cape Francois, than they observed tiie

coast, to the southward, to be much indented by project-

ing points and bavs; from which circumstance they were
sure of finding a ijood harboiu*. Accordingly, sucli a har-

bour was speedily discovered, in which the ships came to

an anchor on the 25th, being Christmas Day. U|)on

'andinsr, our commander f)und the shore almost entirely

covered with penguins and other birds, and with seals.

The latter, which were not numerous, having been unac-

c!istomed to visiters, were so insensible of fear, that as

many as were wanted, for the purpose of making use of

their fal or blubber, were killed without difficulty. Fresh
water was so plentiful, that every gully atlbrded a large

stream; but not a single tree or shrub, or the least sign

of it, could be met with, and but very little herbage of

any sort. Before Captain Cook returned to the ship, he

ascended the first ridge of rocks, that rise in a kind of

amphitheatre, above one another, in hopes of obtaining a

view of the country: in which, however, he was disap-

pointed: for, previously to his reaching the top, the^e

came on so thick a fog, that he could scarcely find his

way down again. In the exening, the seine was haided

al the head of the liarbour, but only half a dozen small

fis!) were caught. As no better success attended a trial

which was made the next day with hook and Ime, the onlv

resource for fresh provisions was in birds, the store of

which was inexhaustible.

The people having wrought hard for two days, and
nearly completed their waler, the captain allowed thorn

the 27th, as a da\' of rest, to celebrate Christmas. Many
of them, in consequence of this indulgence, went onshore
and made excursions in diSTerent directions into the coun-

try, which the}' found barren and desolate in the highest

degree. One of them, in his ramble, discovered, and
brought to our commander, in the evening, a quart bottle,

fastened with some wire to a projecting rock on the north

side of the harbour. This botile contained a piece of

parchment, on wi)ich was written the following inacrip-

tion:
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Lmlumco XV. GaJliarum
7-ege et d. de Bonnes

regi a Secretis ad Res
marutiinas annis 1772 et

1773.

It was clear from this inscription, that our English navi-

gators were not the first who had been in the place. As
a memorial of our people's having touched at the same
harbour, Captain Cook wrote as follows, on the other side

of the parchment:
JVaves Resolution

et Discovery

de Rege Magnce BritannicB,

Decembr-is, 1776.

He then put it again into a bottle, together with a silver

two-penny picf-e of 1772. HdRing covered the mouth of

the bottle with a leaden cap, he placed it, the next morn-
ing, in a pile of stones erected for the purpose, upon a

little eminence on the north shore of the harbour, and
near to the place where it «as first found. In this posi-

tion it cannot escape the notice of any European, whom
accident or design may bring into the port. Here the

captain displayed the British fiag, and named the place

Christmas Harbour, from our voyagers having arrived in

it on that festival.

After our commander had finished the business of the

inscription, he went in his boat roimd the harbour, to ex-

amine what the shore aftorded. His more particular ob-

ject «as to look for drift-wood; but he did not find a sin-

gle piece tlirouffhout the « hole extent of the place. On
the same day, accompanied by Mr. King, his second lieu-

tenant, he \vent upon Cape Francois, with the hope, that,

fiom this elevation, he might obtain a view of the sea-

coust, and of the adjoining islands. But when he had
gotten up, he found, that e\ery object below him was ob-

scured rn a thick fog. The land on the same plain, or of

a greater height, v\as sufliciently visible, and appeared
naked and desolate in the highest degree; some hills to

the southward excepted, which were covered with snow.
On the 29lh, Captain Cook deparled from Christmas

Harbour, and proceeded to range along the coast, with a
view of discovering its position and e.\tent. In pursuing
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his course, he met with several promontories and bay?,

together with a peninsula, all of which he has descrihed

and named, chieily in honour of his various friends. Such
was the danger of the navigation, that the ships had mora
than once a very narrow escape. On the same day, an-

other harbour was discovered, in which the vessels came
to an anchor for one night. Here, the captain, Mr. Gore,

and Mr. Bayley went on shore to examine the country,

which they found, if possible, more barren and desolate

than the land which lies about Christmas Harbour: and
j'et, if the least fertility were any where to be expected,

it ought to have existed in this place, which is completely

sheltered from the bleak and predominating southerly' and
westerly winds. Our commander observed, with regret,

that there was neither food nor covering for cattle of any
sort; and that, if he left any, they must inevitably perish.

Finding no encouragement to continue his researches, he
weighed anchor and put to sea on the 30th, having given

to the harbour the name of Port Palliser. On the same
day, he came to a point, which proved to be the very

eastern extremity of Kerguelen's Land. In a large bay,

near this point, there v.'as a prodigious quantity of sea

weed, sonie of which is of a most extraordinary lengih.

It seemed to be the same kind of vegetable production

that Sir Joseph Banks had formerly distinguished by the

appellation of furas giganteus. Although the stem is

not much thicker than a man's hand, Captain Cook
thought himself well warranted to say, that part of it

gro«s to the length of sixty fathoms and upward.
The result of the examination of Kerguelen's Land

was, that the quantity of latitude which it occupies does

not much exceed one degree and a quarter. Its extent,

from east to west, still remains undecided. At its first

discovery it was probably supposed to belong to a south-

ern continent; but, in fict, it is an island, and that of no
great extend. If our commander had not been unwilling

to deprive M. Kerguelen of the honour of its bearing his

name, he would have been disposed, from its sterility, to

call it the land of Desolation.

It should here be mentioned, that M. de Kerguelen
made two visits tgr the coast of this country; one in 1772-

and another in 1773. With the first of these voyagei
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Captain Cook hud only a very slight acquaintance, and ta

the second he was totally a stranger; so that he scarcely

had any opportunitj- of comparing his own discoveries with

those of the French navigator. M. de Kerguelen was pe-

culiarly unfortunate, in having done but little to complete
what he had begun; for though he discovered a new land,

he could not, in two expeditions to it, once bring his ships

to an anchor upon any part of its coasts. Captain Cook
had either fewer difBcjIties to struggle with, or was more
successful in surmounting them.

During the short time in which our voyagers lay in

ChriaJmas Harbour, Mr. Anderson lost no opportunity of

searching the country in every direction. Perhaps no
place, hitherto discovered, under the same parallel of lati-

tude, affords so scanty a field for a natural historian. All

that could be known in the space of time allotted him,

and probably all that will ever be worthy to be known,
was collected by this gentleman. A verdure, which had
been seen at a little distance from the shore, gave our
people the flattering expectation of meeting with a variety

of herbage: but in this they were greatly deceived. On
landing, it was perceived, that the lively colour which had
imposed upon them, v, as occasioned only by one small

plant, not unlike some sorts of saxifrage. It grows in

large spreading tufts, a considerable way up the hills.

The whole catalogue of plants does not e.xceed si.xfeen or

eighteen, including several kinds of moss, and a beautiful

species of liclien, which rises higher up from the rocks
than the rest of the vegetable productions. There is not

the appearance of a shrub in the vvhole country. Nature
has been somewhat more bountiful in furnishing it with

animals; though strictly speaking, they are not inhabit-

ants of the place, being all of the marine kind. In gene-
ral, the land is only used by them for breeding, and as a

resting-place. Of these animals the most considerable

are seals; being of that sort which is called the ursine

seal. The birds, which have already been mentioned ris

very numerous, chiefly consist of penguins, ducks, petrels,

albatrosses, shags, gulls, and sea swallows. Penguins,
which are far superior in number to the rest, are of three

kinds, one of which had never been seen by any of our

voyagers before. The rocks, or foundations of the hills.
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ire principally composed of that dark bli;e and very liard

stone, which seems to be one of the most uriivertf;ii pro-

ductions of nature. Nothing was discovered that bad tlie

least appearance of ore or metal.

From this desolate coast Captain Cook took his de-

pariure on the 3lst, intending, agreeably to his insiruc-

tions, to touch next at New Zealand; that he might obtain

a recruit of water, take in wood, and make hay for the

cattle. Their number v.as now considerably diminished;

for two young bulls, one of the heifers, two rams, and
several of the goats, had died while our navigators were
employed in exploring Kerguelen's Land. For some time

they had fresh gales, and tolerably clear weather. But
on the 3d of January, 1777, the wind veered to the north,

where it continued eight days, and was attended with so

thick a fog, that the ships ran above three hundred leagues

in the dark. Occasionally the weather would clear up,

and give our people a sight of the sun: but this happened
very seldom, and was alwavs of short continuance. How-
ever, amidst all the darkness produced bv the fog, the

vessels, though ihey seldom saw each other, were so for-

tunate, in consequence of frequently firing guns as signals,

that the)' did not lose company. On the 12th, the north-

erly winds ended in a calm. This wa.s succeeded, in a

little time, by a wind from the southward, which brought

on a ram, that continued for twenty-four hours. At the

end of the rain, the wind freshened, and veering to the

west and north-west, was followed by fair and clear

V, either.

Nolhins very remarkable occurred Jo our voyagers till

the 24lh, when they discovered the coast of Van Diemen's
Land; and, on the 26lh, the ships came to an anchor in

Ad^eiiture Bay. Captain Cook, as soon as he had an

chored, ordered the boats to be hoisted out: in one of
which he went himself, to look for the most commodious
place for obtaining the neces.-ary supplies. Wood and
water were found m abundance, and in places sufficiently

convenient; but grass, which was most wanted, was
scarce, and, at the same time, very coarse. Necessity,

however, obliged our people to take up with such as could

he procured.

On the 28th, the English, who were employed in cut-
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t'lnfr wood, were ajrreeably siirprieed with a visif fcom .«ome

of the natives. They consisted of eight men and a hoy,

who approached our voyagers not only without fciir, biU

with the most perfect confidence and freedom. Tiiere

was only a single person among them who had any thins

which bore the least appearance of a weapon, and thii'

was no more than a sticii about two feet long, and pointed

at one end. These people were quite naked, and wore no
kind of ornaments; unless some large punctures, or ridge.*,

raised in different parts of their bodies, either in stra'ght

or curved lines, may be considered in that light. Most of
them had their hair and beards smeared with a red oint-

ment; and the faces of some of them were painted with

the same composition. Every present which Captain Cook
inide them they received without the least appearam e of

satisfaction. Of bread and elephant fish, which were of-

"fered them, they refused to taste, but showed that thev

were fond of birds, as an article of food. Two pigs, which
the captain luid brought on shoie, having ronie withui

their reach they seized them by the ears, as a dog would
have done, and would have carried them off immediately
apparently with no other intention than to kill them. Our
commander being desirous of knowing the use of the stick

which one of the Indians had in his hands, he signified

by signs, his wishes to that purpose. His intimations so

fir succeeded, that one of them set up a piece of wood
as a mark, and tiirew at it at the distance of about tweutv
yards. There was but little reason to commend his de.v-

terity ; for, after repeated trials, he was still very wide from
his object. Omai, to convince the natives how much oui

weapons were superior to theirs, then fired his nuisket at

the mark, by which they were so greatly terrified, that,

notwithstanding all the endeavours of the English to quiei

their minds, they ran instantly into the woods.

.\fier the retreat of the Indians, Captain Cook, judg-i'g

that their fears would present their remainmg near euoiiirii

to observe what passed, ordered the two pigs, being a boar
and a sow, to be carried about a mile within the head of

the bay, and saw them left there, by the side of a fres'i-

water brook. It was, at first, his benevolent intention ^o

make an additional present to Van Dieman's Land, of a

young bull and cow, together with some sheep and goats.

Vol-. :i.
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But upon reflection, he laid aside this design; being per-

suaded that the natives would destroy them, t"iOm their in-

capacity of entering into his views with regard to the

improvement of their country. As pigs are animals which
soon become wild, and are fond of the thickest cover of

the woods, there was the greater probability of their be-

ing preserved. For the accommodation of the other cattle,

an open place must have been chosen; in which situation

they could not possibly have been concealed many days.

On the 29th, about twenty of the inhabitants, men and
bovs, joined Captain Cook and such of his people as had
landed with him without manifesting the least sign of fear

or distrust. It was remarkable, that one of the Indians

was conspicuously deformed; nor was he more distinguish-

ed by the hump upon his back, than by the drollery of his

gestures, and the humour of his speeches; which had the

appearance of being intended for the entertainment of

our voyagers. Unfortunately, the language in which he

spoke to them was wholly unintelligible. To each of the

present group the captain gave a string of beads and a

medal, which they seemed to receive with some satisfac-

tion. On iron, and iron tools, they appeared to set no

value. There was reason to believe, that they were even

ignorant of fish-hooks; and yet it is difficult to suppose,

that a people who inhabit a sea-coast, and « ho were not

observed to derive any part of their sustenance from the

productions of the ground, shor.Id be una(-quainted wiili

some mode of catching fish. However, they were never

seen to be thus employed; nor \^ as any canoe or vessel

discovered by which they could go upon tiie water. Though
tiiey had rejected the kind of fish which had been offered

them, it was evident that shell-fish made a part of the.r

food.

After Captain Cook had left the shore, several women
and children made their appearance, and were introduced

to Lieutenant King by some of the men that attended

them. These females (a kangooroo skin e.\cepted, which

was tied over their shoulders, and seemed to be intended

to support their infants) were as naked and as black as

the men, and had their bodies marked with scars in the

same manner. Many of the children had fine features,

and were thought to be pretty; but a less favourable re-
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port was made of the women, and especially of those

who were advanced in vears. Some of the gentlemen,

however, bclongino' to the Discovery, as our commander
was informed, paid their addresses, and made liberal of-

fers of presents, which were rejected with great disdain.

It is certain, that this gallantry was not very agreeable to

the men: for, an elderlv man, as soon as he observed it,

ordered the women to retire. The order was obeyed; but,

on the part of some of the females, with the appearance
of a little reluctance.

On the present occasion. Captain Cook made some
}iroper and pertinent reflections, which I sball deliver in

his own words. " This conduct," says he, " of Europe-
ans among savages, to their women, is highly blameable;
as it creates a jealousy in their men, that maybe attended

with consequences, fatal to the success of the common
enterprise, and to the whole bodv of adventurers, without

advancing the private purpose of the individual, or en-

abling him to gain the object of his wishes. I believe it

has generally been found, amongst uncivilized people, that

where the women are easy of access, the men are the

first to ofler them to sirangers; and that, where this is not

the case, neither the allurement of presents, nor the op-

portunity of privacy, will be likely to have the desired

edect. This observation, I am sure, will hold good
throughout all the parts of the South Sea where I have
been. Why then should men act so absurd a part, as to

risk their own safety, and that of their companions, in

pursuit of a gratification, which they have no probability

of obtaining ?"

While our navigators were at Van Dieman's Land, they

were successful in obtaining a plentiful crop of grass for

their cattle, and such as was far more e.xcellent than

what they had met with at their first going on shore.

The quantity collected was judged by the captain to be

sufficient to last till his arrival at New Zealand.

Van Dieman's Land had been visited twice before.

That name had been given it by Tasman, who discovered

it in 1642; from which time it had escaped all notice of

European navigators, till C:i|)tain Furneaux touclied at it,

in 1773. It is well known tliat if i.'^ the soutl.ern pouit oi

New Holland, which is by far the largest island in ihn
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world; indeed, so large an island, as almost lo deserve
the appellation of a continent.

While Captain Cook was at this country, he neglected

nothing which could promote the kno>\ ledge of science

and navigation. Here, as e\erv where else, he settled

the latitude and longitude of places; marked the varia-

tions of the compass, and recorded the nature of (he

tides. He corrected, likewise, an error of Captain Fur-
neaux, with respect to the situation of Maria's Island; on
which subject he hath candidly remarked, that his o«n
idea is not the result of a more faithful, but merely of a

second examination.

Mr. Anderson, during the few days in which the ships

remained in Adventure Bay, exerted his usual diligen<e

in collecting as full an account as could be obtained, in so

short a period of time, of the natural-productions and the

inhabitants of the country. Little can be said coiueni'iio

eiiher the personal activity or genius of the natives. Tlie

first, they do not seem to possess in any rem.irkahle de-

gree; and, to all appearance, they have less of the last,

han even the half animated inhabitants of Terra del

Fuego. Their not expressing that surprise which m-ijlit

have been expected, from their seeing men so much uni.ke

theinsehes, and things to which they had hitherto been
uiter strangers; their indiflcrence for the presents of Oiir

people, and their general inattention, were sufficient tes-

timonies that they are not endued with any acutencss of

understanding. What the ancient poets teJl us of Fauns
and Satyrs living in hollow trees, is realized at Van Dei-

man's Land. Some wretched constructions of sticks-,

covered with bark, and which did not deserve thb name
of huts, were indeed found near the shore; but these

seemed only to have been erected for temporary putpo.-^es

The most comfortable habitations of the natives weie
afforded by the largest trees. These had their trunks

hollowed out by fire, to the height of six or seven fee'-

and there was room enough in them for three or four per-

sons to sit round a hearlii, made of clay. At the .«aiiit

time, these places of shelter are durable; for the people

fake care to leave one side of the tree sound, v, iiiih :s

sufiicient to keep it in luxuriant gro.vth. The ini.'abit-iu's

of V:in Deiraan's Land are undoubtedly from the sauie
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stock with those of the northern parts of New Holliuid.

Their language, indeed, appeared to be dilFerent ; but how
far the difference extended, our voyagers could not li.nc

an opportunity of detormining. With regai-d to the Nui\

Hollanders in general, jhere is reason to suppose tliat thev

ongicially came from the same place with all the Indians

of the South Sea.

On the 30th of January, 1777, Captain Cook sailed

from Adventure Bay, and on the 12th of February came
lo an anchor at his old station of Queen Charlotte's

Sound, in New Zealand. Being unwilling to lose atiy

time, lie commenced his o[)erations that very afternoon.

By his order, several of the empty water casks were im-

mediately landed, and a place was begun to be cleared for

setting up the two observatories, and the erection of tents,

to accommodate a guard, and the rest of the company,
whose business might require them to remain on s!io:e.

Our navigators had not long been at anchor, before a

number of canoes, filled with natives, came alongside of

the ships. However, very few of them would venture on
board; which appeared the more extraordinary, as the

captain was well known to them all, and they couid not

be insensible how liberally he had behaved to them on
former occasions. There was one man in particular,

x'i ho lie had treated with remarkable kindness, during the

whole of his last stay in this place; and yet, neither pro-

fessions of friendship, nor presents, cOuld prevail upon
han !o enter the Resolution.

There «as a real cause for this shyness on the part of the

New Zealaiiders. A dreadful event had happened to

some of Captain Furneau.x's crew, while he lay in Queen
Charlotte's sound, afier he had finally separated from
Captain Cook, in the former voyage. Ten men, who had
been .sent out in the large cutter to gather wild greens,

fur the ship's company, were killed in a skirmish with the

natives. What was the cause of the quarrel could not

be ascertained, as not one of the company survived to re-

late the story. Lieutenant Burney, who was ordered to

go in search of them, found oidy some fragments of their

bodies, from which it appeared that they had been con-
verted into the food of the inhabitants. It was the re-

iiieriilirance of this event, and the fear of its bcin^ re-

Voi,. H.
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venged, which now rendered the New ZeaUnders so fear

ful of entering the English vessels. From the conversa-
tion of Oinai, who was on board the Adventure when th«

melancholy atVair happened, they knew that it could not
be unknown to Captain Cook. The captain, therefore
judtred it necessary to use every endeavour to assure them
of the continuance of his friendship, and that he siiouid

not disturb them on account of the catastrophe. It Has
most probably in consequence of this assurance, that they
s-oon laid aside all manner of restraint and distrust.

la the meanwhile, the operations for refiting the ships,

a'ld for obtaining provisions, were carried on with gre.it

\igour. For the protection of the party on shore, our
commander appointed a guard of ten marines, and ordered
anus for all the workmen; with whom Mr. King, and two
or tliree petty officers, constantly remained. A boat was
never sent to a considerable distance without being armed,
or without being under the direction of such officers as

might be depended upon, and who were well acquainted
with the natives. In Captain Cook's former visits to this

country, he had never made use of such precautions; nor
was he now convinced of their absolute necessity. But,
after the tragical fate of the crew of the .Adventure's boat
in this sound, and of Captain Marion du Fresne, and some
of his people, in the bay of Islands (in 1772,) it was im-
possible to free our navigators from all apprehensions of
experiencing a similar calamity.

Whatever suspicions the inhabitants might at first en-
tertain, that their acts of barbarity would be revenged,
they very speedily became so perfectly easy upon the sub-

ject, as to take up their residence close to our voyagers;

and the advantage of their coming to live with the Eng-
lish was not inconsiderable. Every dsy, when the weather
would permit, some of them went out to catch fish, and
our people generally obtained, by exchanges, a good share

of the produce of their labours, in addition to the supply
which was afforded by our own nets and lines. Nor was
there a deficiency of vegetable refreshments; to which
was united spruce-beer for drink: so that if the seeds of
the scurvy had been contracted by any of the crew, they
would speedily ha\e been removed by such a regitnen

Tiie fact, however, was, that there were only two inva-

lids upon the sick lists in both ships.
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Curiosities, fis!i, and women, were the articles of com-
merce supplied by the New Zealanders. The two first

always came to a ^ood mirkel; but the latter did not

happen, at this time, to be an acceptable commodity.
O'lr seamen had conceived -n dislike to these people, and
were either unwillmg^ or afraid to associate with theiii;

tilt good ellect of which w;is, that our commander kne.-'

no instance of a man's quitting his station, to go to the

habitations of the Indians. A conne.vion with women, if

wa.'^out of Captain Cook's power to prevent; but he never

encouraged it, and always was fearful of its consequences,

Man}', indeed, are of opinion, that such an intercourse

is a great security among savages. But if this should

ever be the case with those who remain and settle among
them, it is generally otherwise with respect to travellers

and transient visiters. In such a situation as was that of

our navigators, a conne.vion with the women of the na-

tives, betrays more men than it saves. " What else,"

says the captain, " can reasonably be expected, since all

their views are selfish, without the least mixture of regard

or attachment.' My own e.xperience at least, which hath

been pretty e.xtensive, hath not pointed out to nie one in-

stance to the contrary."

Among the persons, who occasionally visited the Eng-
lisii, was a chief of the name of Kahoora, who, as Cap
tain Cook was informed, had headed the party that cut

off Captain Furneau.\'s people, and had himself killed

Mr. Row, the oflicer who had commanded. This man
our commander was strongly solicited to put to death,

even by some of the natives; and Omai was perfectly

eager and violent upon the subject. To these solicitations

the captain paid not the least degree of attention.

He even admired Kahoora's courage, and was not a little

pleased with the confidence with which he had put him-
self^nto his power. Kahoora had placed his whole safety

in the declarations that Captain Cook had uniformly made
to the New Zealanders; which were, that he had always
been a friend to them all, and would continue to be so,

unless they gave him cause to act otherwise; that as to

their inhuman treatment of our people, he should think

no more of it, the transaction having happened long

ago, and when he was not present; but that, if ever they

18
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made a second attempt of Ihe same kind, ihey might rost

assured of feeling the weight of his resentment.

While our commandor o!i the 16th, was making an ex-

cursion for the purposes of collecting food for his cattle,

lie embraced the opportunity to inquire, as accurately as

possible, into the circumstances which had attended the

melancholy fate of our countrymen. Omai was his inter-

preter on this occasion. The result of the inquiry was,

that the quarrel first took its rise from some thefts, in the

commission of which the natives were detected; that

there was no premeditated plan of bloodshed; and that

if these thefts had not, unfortunately, been too hastily re-

sented, no mischief would have happened. Kahoora"s
greatest enemies, and even the very men that had most
earnestly solicited his destruction, confessed at the same
time, that he had no intention of quarrelling with Capta n

Furneaux's people, and much less of killing any of them,
till the fray had actually commenced.

Captain Cook continued, in this his last visit to New
Zealand, the solicitude he had formerly shown to be of
some essential future service to the coimtry. To one chief

he gave two goats, a male and female, with a kid; and lo

another two pigs, a boar and a sow. Although he ob-

tained a promise from both these chiefs, that they would
not kill the animals which had been presented to them, he

could not venture to place any great reliance upon their

assurances. It was his full intention, on his present arrival

m Queen Charlotte's Sound, to have left not only goa^s

and hogs, but sheep, together with a voung bull and tv\o

heifers. The accomplishment, however, of this resolution

depended either upon his finding a chief, who was poiv-

erful enough to protect and keep the cattle, or upon his

meeting with a place where there might be a probability

of their being concealed from those who would ignorantly

attempt to destroy them. Neither of these circumstances
happened to be conformable to his wishes. At ditferent

times he had left in New Zealand ten or a dozen hogs,

besides those which had been put on shore by Captain
Furneau.x. It will, therefore, be a little extraordinary, if

this race of animals should not increase and be preserved,

either in a wild or a domestic state., or in both. Our com-
mander was informed, that Tiratou, a popular chief among
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the natives, had a number of co<;I<s and hens, and one
sow, in Ins separare possession. With rei^ard lo the gir-

dens which hid formerly been planted, though they had
almost entirely been neglected, and some of them de-
stroyed, they were not wholly unproductive. They were
found to contain cabbages, onions, leeks, purslain, radishes,

mustard, and a few potatoes. The potatoes, which had
first been brought from the Cape of Good Hope, were
greatly meliorated by change of soil; and, with proper
cultivation, would be superior to those produced in most
other countries.

A great addition of knowledge was obtained, during
this voyage, with respect to the productions of New Zea-
land, and the manners and customs of its inhabitants.

The zeal of Captain Cook upon the subject was admira-

bly seconded by the sedulous diligence of Mr. Ander'^on,

who omitted no opportunity of collecting every kind and
degree of information. I shall only so far trespass on the

patience of my readers, as to mention a few circumstances

tending to delineate the character of the nati\es. They
seemed to be a people perfectly satisfied with the little

they already possess; nor are they remarkably curious

either in their observations or their inquiries. New ob-
jects are so fir from striking them with such a degree of
surprise as might naturally be expected, that they scarcely

fi\ their attention even for a moment. In the arts with

which they are acquainted, they show as much ingenuity,

both in invention and execution, as any uncivilized nations

under similar circumstances. Without the least use of

those tools which are formed of metal, they make every
thing that is necessary to procure their subsistence, cloth-

ing, and military weapons; and all this is done by them
with a neatness, a strength, and a convenience, that are

well adapted to the accomplishment of the several pur-

poses they have in view. No people can have a quickei

sense of an injury done to them than the New Zealanders,

or be more ready to resent it: and yet they want one cha-
racteristic of true bravery; for they will take an opportu-
nity of being insolent, when they think there is no ilan-

ger of their being punished. From the number of their

weapons, and their dexterity in using them, it appears,

that war ig their principal profession. Indeed, their publio
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contentions are so frequent, or rather so perpetual, that

they must live under continual apprehensions of being tie

s'roved breach other. From their horrid custom of eat

ing the flesh of their enemies, not only without reluctance,

but with peculiar satisfaction, it would be natural to sup.

pose that they must be destitute of every humane feeling,

even with regard to their own party. This, however, is

not the case: for they lament the loss of their friends with

a violence of expression which argues the most tender

remembrance of them. At a very early age the children

are initiated into all the practices, whether good or bad,

of their fathers; so that a bov or girl, when only nine

or ten years old, can perform the motions, and imitate the

frightful gestures, by which the more affed are accustomed
to inspire their enemies with terror. They can keep like-

wise the strictest time in their song; and it is with some
degree of melody that they sing the traditions of their

forefathers, their actions in war, and other subjects. The
military achievements of their ancestors, the New Zca-
landers celebrate with the highest pleasure, and spend
much of their time in diversions of this sort, and in play-

ing upon a musical instrument, which partakes of the na-
ture of a flute. With respect to their language, it is far

from being harsh or disagreeable, though the pronuncia-

tion of it IS frequently guttural; nor if we may judge from
the melody of some kinds of their songs, is it destitute of

those qualities, which fit it to be associated with music.

Of its identity' with the languages of the o'her islands

throughout the South Sea, fresh proofs were exhibited

during the present voyage.

At the request of Omai, Captain Cook consented to

take with him two youths from New Zealand. That they

might not quit their native country under any deluding

ideas of visiting it again, the Captain took care to inform

their parents, in the strongest terms, that they would
never return. This declaration seemed, however, to make
no kind of impression. The father of the youngest lad

resigned hiin with an indifference, which he would scarcely

have shown at parting with his dog, and even stripped the

boy of the little clothinsr he possessed, delivering him quite

naked into the hands of our voyagers. This was not tlio

case with the mother of the other youth. S^he took her
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(eave of hiin with all the marks of tender affection, that

might be expected between a parent and a child on sunh
an occasion; but she soon resumed her cheerfulness, and
went away wholly unconcerned.
On the 25tli of the month. Captain Cook stood out of

Queen Charlotte's Sound, and by the 27lh got clear of
New Zealand. No sooner had the ships lost sight of the

land, than the two young adventurers from that country,

one of whom was nearly eighteen years of age, and the

other about ten, began deeply to repent of the step they

had taken. It was the experience of the sea-sickness,

which gave thTs turn to their reflections; and all the soo! Ii-

iiig encouragement the English could think of, was but

of little avail. They wept, both in public and in privaie,

and made their lamentation in a kind of song, that seemed
to be expressive of the praises of their country and peo-
ple, from which they were to be separated forever. In

this disposition they continued for many days: but as ther
sea-sickness wore off, and the tumult of their minds sub-

sided, the fits of lamentation became less and less frc-

(pienl, and at length entirely ceased. By degrees, their

native country and their friends were forgotten, and thev

appeared to be as firndy attached to our navigators, as if

they had been born in England.
in the prosecution of the voyage, Captain Cook met

with unfavourable winds; and it was. not till the 29th of
Mirch that land was discovered. It was found to be an
inhabited island, the natne of which, as was learned from
two of the natives, who came off in a canoe, is Mangeea.
Our commander examined tiie coast with his boats, and
had a short intercourse with some of the inhabitants. Not
being able to find a proper harbour for bringing the ships

to an anchorage, he was obliged to leave the country un-
visited, though It seemed capable of supplying all tiie

wants of our voyagers. The Island of Mangeea is full

five leagues in circuit, and of a moderate and pretty equal
height. It has, upon the whole, a pleasing aspect, and
might be made a beautiful spot by cultivation. The in-

habitants, who appeared to be both numerous and well

fed, seemed to resemble those of Otaheite and the Mar
ijuesas in the beauty of their persons; and the resem
bhuicc, as far as could be judged in so short a compass o(
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time, takes place with respect to their general disposition

and character.

From the coast of Mangeea our commander sailed in

the afternoon of the 30th, and on the next da)- land was
again seen, within four leagues of which the ships arrived

on the 1st of April. Our people could then pronounce it

lo be an island, nearly of the same appearance and ex-

tent with that which had so lately been left. Some of the

natives speedily put off in their canoes, and three of (hem
were persuaded to come on board the Resolution; on
which occasion, their whole behaviour marked that they

were quite at their ease, and felt no kind of apprehension

that thev should be detained, or ill used. In a visit from
several others of the inhabitants, they manifested a dread

of approaching near the cows and horses; nor could they

form the least conception of their nature. But the sheep
and goats did not, in their opinion, surpass the limits of

their ideas; for they gave our navigators to understand

that they knew them to be birds. As there is not the most
distant resemblance between a sheep or a goat, and any
winged animal, this may be thought to be almost an in-

credible example of human ignorance. But it should be

remembered, that, excepting hogs, dogs, and birds, these

people were strangers to the existence of any other land

animals.

In a farther intercourse with the natives, who had
brought a hog, together with some plantains and cocoa-

nuts, they demanded a dog t'rom our voyagers, and refu.aed

every thing besides which was offered in exchange. One
of the gentlemen on board happened to have a dog and a

hitch which were great nuisances in the ship; and these

he might now have disposed of in a manner that would
liave been of real future utility to the island. But he had
no such views in making them the companions of his voy-

age. Omai, however, with a good-nature that reflects

honour upon him, parted with a favourite dog which he

had brought from England; and with this acquisition the

people departed highly satislied.

On the 3d of April, Captain Cook despatched Mr. Gore,
with three boats, to endeavour to get upon the island. Mr.
(jore himself, Omai, Mr. Anderson, and Mr. Bnrney, were

the only persons that landed. The transactions of the
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day, of wliicli Mr. Anderson drew up an uigejiious and
entertaining account, added to the stock of knowledge
gained by our navigators, but did not accomplish Captain
Cook's principal object. Nothing was procured by the
gentlemen, from the island, that supplied the wants of the
ships. In this e.vpedition, Omai displayed that turn for

exaggeration, with which travellers have so frequently

been charged. Being asked by the natives concerning the

English, their ships, their country, and the arms they made
use of, his answers were not a little marvellous. He told

these people, that our country had ships as large as their

Island; on board which, were instruments of war (describ-

ing our guns) of such dimensions, that several persons
might sit within them. At the same time, he assured the

inhabitants, that one of these guns was sufficient to crush

their whole island at a single shot. Though he was obliged

to acknowledge, that the guns on board the vessels upon
their coast were but small, he contrived, by an e.vplosion

of gunpowder, to inspire them with a formidable idea of
their nature and elTect. It is probable, that this repre-

sentation of things contributed to tlie preservation of the

gentlemen, in their enterprise on shore; for a strong dis-

position to retain them had been shown by the natives.

It seemed destined that this day should give Omai more
occasions than one of bearing a principal part in its trans-

actions. The island, though never visited by Europeans
before, happened to have other strangers residing in it;

and it was entirely owing to Omai's having attended on
the e.xpedition that a circumstance so curious came to the

knowledge of the English. Scarcely liad he been landed
upon the beai'h, when he found, among the crowd which
had assembled tiiere, three of liis own countrymen, na-

tives of tlie Society Islands. That, at the distance of
about two hundred leagues from tho<e Islands, an immense
unknawn ocean intervening, with the wretched boats their

inhabitants are known to make use of, and fit only for a

passage where sight of land is hardly ever lost, such a

nieeting, at such a place, so accidentally visited, should

occur, may well be regarded as one of those unexpected
Situations with which tiie writers of feigned adventures

love to surprise their readers. When events of this kind

jealiv happen in common life, they deserve to be recorded
Vol, II.
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for their singularity. It may easily be supposed with whd'c

mutual surprise and satisfaction this interview of Ornai

with his countrymen was attended. T\velve years before,

about twenty persons in number, of both sexes, had em-
barked on board a canoe at Otaheite, to cross over to the

neighbouring island of Ulieta. A violent storm having
arisen, whicli drove tiiein out of their course, and tiieir

provisions being very scanty, they suffered incredible hard-
ships, and the greatest part of them perished by famine
and fatigue. Four men only survived when the boat over-

set, and then the destruction of this small remnant ap-
peared to be inevitable. Hovvfiver, they kept hanging by
the side of the vessel, wliich they continued to do for some
days, when they were providentially brought within sight

of the people of this island, who immediately sent out
canoes, and brought them on shore. The three men who
now surviv'ed, expressed a strong sense of the kind treat-

ment they had received; and so well satisfied were they
with their present situation, that they refused an offer

vvhich was made them of being conveyed to their native

country. A very important instruction may be derived

from the preceding narrative. It will serve to explain,

better than a thousand conjectures of speculative reason-

ers, how the detached parts of the earth, and, in particu-

lar, how the islands of the South Sea, though lying re-

mote from any inhabited continent, or from each other

may have originally been peopled. Similar adventures
have occurred in the history of navigation and shipwrecks.

The island on which Mr. Gore, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Bur-

ney, and Omai, had landed, is called Wateeoo by the na-

tives, and is a beautiful spot, having a surface composed
of hills and plains, which are covered with a verdure ren-

dered extremely pleasant by the diversity of its hues. Its

inhabitants are very numerous; and many of the young
men were perfect models in shape; besides which, they

had complexions as delicate as those of the women, and
appeared to be equally amiable in their dispositions. In

their manners, their general habits of life, and their reli-

gious ceremonies and opinions, these islanders have a near

resemblance to the people of Otaheite, and its neighbour-

ing isles; and their language was well understood, both

by Omai and the two New Zealanders.
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Ti.e next place visited by Captain Cook was a small

island, called Wennooa-ette, or Otakoo'aia, to which Mr
Goie was sent, at the head of a party who procured about

a huhdied cocoa-nuts for each ship, and some grass, to-

gether with a quantity of the leaves and branches of

youn^ trees, for the cattle. Though, at this time, no in-

habiiants were found in Wennooa-ette, yet, as there re-

mained indubitable marks of its being, at least, occasion-

ally frequented, Mr. Gore left a hatchet, and several nails,

to the full value of what had been taken away.
On the 5fh, our commander directed his course for

Harvey's Island, which was only at the distance of fifeen

leagues, and where he hoped to procure some refrei^h-

ments. This island had been discovered by him, in 1773,
during his last vovage, when no traces were discerned of
its having any inhabitants. It was now e.\perienced to be
v.ell peopled, and by a race of men who appeared to d f-

fer much, both in person and disposition, from the natives

ofWafeeoo. Their behaviour was disorderly and clamor-
ous; their colour was of a deeper cast; and several of
1 hem" had a fierce and rugged aspect. It was remarkable,
that not one of them had adopted the pract-'ce, so gene-
rally prevalent among the people of the Southern Ocean,
of puncturing or tatooing their bodies. But notwith-
standing this singularity, the most unequivocal proofs were
exhibited of their having the same cornmon origin; and
their language, in particular, approached, still nearer to

the dialect of Otaheite, than that of Wateeoo, or Man-
geea. No anchorage for the ships being found in Harvey's
Island, Captain Cook quitted it without delay.

The captain being thus disappointed at all the islands

he had met with, since his leaving New Zealand, and his

progress having unavoidably been retarded by unfavour-

able winds, and other unforeseen circumstances, it became
impossible to think of doing any thing this vear in the high

latitudes of the northern hemisphere, from which he was
still at so great a distance, though the season for his ope-
ration.? there was already begun. In this situation, it wa.s

absolutely necessary, m the first place, to pursue such
measures as were most likely to preserve the cattle that

were on board. A still more capital object was to savn
I'le stisres and provisions of the ships, that he might ti.«
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bettor be enabled to prosecute his discoveries to the north

which could not now be commenced till a year later than

was originally intended. If he had been so fortunate as

to have procured a supply of water, and of grass, at any

of the islands he had lately visited, it was his purpose to

have stood back to the south, till he had met with a west-

erly wnid. But the certain consequence of doing this,

without such a supply, would have been the loss of all the

cattle; while, at the same time, not a single advantage
would have been gained, with regard to the grand ends of

the vovage. He determined, therefore, to bear away for

the Friendly Inlands, where he was sure of being abun-

dantly provided.

In pursuing his course, agreeably to this resolution, our

commander, on the 14th, reached Palmerston Island,

where, and at a neighbouring isle, both of which were

uninhabited, some little relief was obtained. The boats

soon obtained a load of scurvy-grass and young cocoa-

nut trees, which was a feast for the cattle; and the same
feast, with the addition of palm-cabbage, and the tender

branches of the wharra tree, was continued for several

days. On the 16th, Omai, being on shore with the cap-

tain, caught, with a scoop-net, in a very short time, as

much fish as served the whole party for dinner, besides

sending a quantity to both the ships. Birds, too, and par-

ticularly men-of-war and tropic birds, were plentifully ob-

tained; so that our navigators had sumptuous entertain-

ment. Omai acted as cook upon the occasion. The
fish and the birds he dressed with heated stones, after

the manner of his country; and performed the opera-

tion with a dexterity and good humour which were

greatly to his credit From the isle before mentioned,

twelve hundred cocoa-nuts were procured, which being

equally divided among the crew, were of great use to

them, both on account of the juice and the kernel. There

is no water in the isles which are comprehended imder the

name of Palmerston's Island. If that article could be

obtained, and good anchorage could be accomplished

within the reef. Captain Cook would prefer this island

to any of the uninhabited ones, for the mere purpose of

refreshment. The quantity of fish that might be cauglit
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would be sutTicient; and a ship's companj' could roam
about unmolested by tiie petulance of the inhabitants.

Di^lerent opinions have been entertained concerning the

formation of the low islands m the great ocean. From
the observations which our commander now made, he was
convinced, that such islands are formed from shoals, or

coral banks, and consequently, that they are always in-

creasing.

After leaving Palmerston's Island, Captain Cook steered

to the west, with a view of making the best of his way
to Annamooka. During his course, the showers were so

copious, that our navigators saved a considerable quan-

tity of water. Finding that a greater supply could be

obtained by the rain in one hour, than could be gotten by
distillation in a month, the captain laid aside the still as

a thing which was attended with more trouble than profit.

At this time, the united heat and moisture of the weather,

i[i addition to the impossibility of keeping the ships dry,

threatened to be noxious to the health of our people. It

was, however, remarkable, that neither the constant use

of salt food, nor the vicissitudes of climate, were produc-

tive of any evil etfects. Though the only material re-

freshment our voyagers had received, since their leaving

the Cape of Good Hope, was that which they had pro-

i^ured at Ne\"'-Zealand, there was not, as yet, a single

tick person on board. This happy situation of things

was undoubtedly owing to tTie unremitting attention of

our commander, in seeing that no circumstance was neg-

lected, which could contribute to the preservation of the

health of his company.
On the 28th of April, Captain Cook touched at the

Island of Komango; and, on the 1st of May, he arrived

at Annamooka. The station he took was the very same
which he had occupied when he visited the country throe

years before; and it was probably, ahnost in the same
place where Tasman, the first discoverer of this and some
of the neighbouring islands, anchored in 1643. A friendly

intercourse was immediately opened with the natives, and
every thing w.as settled to the captain's satisfaction. He
received the greatest civilities from Toobou, the chief of

Annamooka; and Taipa, a chief frniii the Island of Ko-

iiianiro, attached himoelf to the Eji^jIisIi in so e.xiruordi

Vol. II.
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nary a manner, that, in order to be near them in the night,

as well as in the day, he had a house brouglit on men's
shoulders, a full quarter of a mile, and placed close to

tlio shed, M'hich was occupied by our party on shore. On
ihe 6th, our commander w-as visited by a great chief from

Tongataboo, uiio.se name was Fenou, and who was
filsely represented, by Taipa, to be the king of all the

Friendly Isles. The only interruption to the harmony
whicli subsisted between our people and the natives of

Annamooka arose from the thievish disposition of many
of the inhabitants. They afforded frequent opportunities

of remarking, how e.xpert they were in the business of

stealing. Even some of the chiefs did not think the pro-

fession unbecoming their dignity. One of them was de-

tected in carrying a bolt out of the ship, concealed under

his clothes; tor which Captain Cook sentenced him lo re-

ceive a dozen lashes, and kept him confined till he had
paid a hog for his liberty. After this act of justice, our

navigators were no longer troubled with thieves of rank:

but their servants, or slaves, were still employed in the

dirty work; and upon them a flogging seemed to make no
greater impression, than it would have done upon the

main-mast. When any of them happened to be caughi

in the act, so far were their masters from interceding in

their favour, that they often advised our gentlemen to kill

them. This, however, being a punishment too severe to

be inflicted, they generally escaped without being punished

at all; for of the shame, as well as of the pain of corpo-

ral chastisement, they appeared to be equally insensible.

At length. Captain Clerks inxented a mode of treatment,

which was thought to have some good eflec He put the

thieves into the hands cf the barber, an.! completely

shaved their heads. In consequence of this operation,

they became objects of ridicule to their own countrymen;
and our people, by keeping them at a distance, were en-

abled to deprive them of future opportunities for a repe-

tition of tiieir rogueries.

The island of Annamooka being exhausted of its arti-

cles of food. Captain Cook proposed, on the 11th, to pro-

ceed directly for Tongataboo. From this resolution, how-
ever, he was diverted, at the instance of Fenou, who
»varmly recommended, in preference to it, an island, or
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rather a group of islands, called Hapaee, Ijing on the

north east. There, he assured our voyagers, they could

be plentifully supplied with every refreshment, in the easi-

est manner; and he enforced his advice by engaging to

attend thern thither in person. Accordingly, Hapaee was
made choice of for the next station- and the examination
of it became an object with the captain, as it had never

been visited by any European ships.

On the 17ih, our commander arrived at Hapnee, where
he met with a most friendly reoeption from the inhabitants,

and from Earoupa, the cliief of the island. During the

whole stay of our navigators, the time was spent in a re-

ciprocation of presents, civilities, and solemnities. On
the part of the natives were displayed single combats
with clubs, wrestling and boxing-matches, female com-
batants, dances performed by men, and night entertain-

ments of singing and dancing. The English, on the

other hand, gave pleasure to the Indians by exercising the

mariners, and excited their astonishment by the exhibition

of fire-works. After curiosity had, on both sides, been
sufficiently gratified, Captain Cook applied himself to the

examination of Hapaee, Lefooga, and other neighhouring
islands. As the ships were returning, on the 3lst, from
these islands to Annamooka, the Resolution was very

near running full upon a low sandy isle, called Pootoo
Pootooa, surrounded with breakers. It fortunately liap-

pened, that the men had just been ordered upon deck to

put the vessels about, and were most of them at their sta-

tions; so tliat the necessary movements were executed
not only with judgment, but also with alertness. This

alone saved the ship and her company from destruction.
" Such hazardous situations," says the captain, "are the

unavoidable companions of the man who goes upon a

voyage of discovery."

During our commander's expedition to Hapaee, he was
introduced to Poulaho, the real king of the Friendly Isles;

in whose presence it instantly appeared how groundiess

had been Fenou's pretensions to that character. Fenou,
liowever was a chief of great note and influence. By
Poulaho, Captain Cook was invited to pass over to Tonga-
taboo, which request he complied with after he had touch-

sd, for two or three days, at Annamooka. In tlie passage,



80 CAPTAIN cook')!

the Rcoliition was insensibly drawn upon a large flat, on
which lay innunierjsble coral rocks of dilVerent depths h*'

low the surface of the water. Notwithstandmg all tiie

care and attention of our people to keep her clear of them,

they could not prevent her from striking on one of these

rocks. The same event happened to the Discovery; but

fortunately, neither of the ships stuck fast, or received

any damage.
On the 10th of June, Captain Cook arrived at Tonga-

taboo, where the king was waiting for him upon the beach,

and immediately conducted him to a small, but neat house,

which he was told, was at his service, during his stay in

the island. The house was situated a little within the

skirts of the wood«, and had a fine large area before it;

so that a more agreeable spot could not have been pro-

vided. Our commander's arrival at Tongataboo was fol-

lowed by a succession of entertainments, similar to those

which had occurred at Hapaee, though somewhat diver-

sified in circumstances, and exhibited with additional splen-

dour. The pleasure, however, of the visit was occasionally

interrupted by the thieveries of many of the inhabitants.

Nothing could prevent their plundering our voyagers, in

(very quarter; and they did it in the most daring and in-

solent manner. There was scarcely any thing which they

did not attempt to steal; and yet, as the crowd was al-

ways great, the captain would not permit the sentinels to

fire, lest the innocent should suffer with the guilty.

Captain Cook, on the 19th, made a distribution of the

animals which he had selected as presents for the princi-

pal men of the island. To Poulaho, the king, he gave a

young English bull and cow, together with three goats;

to Mareewagee, a chief of consequence, a Cape ram and
two ewes; and to Fenou, a horse and a mare. He like

wise left in the island a young boar and three young sows,

of the English breed; and two rabbits, a buck and a doe.

Omai, at the same time, was instructed to represent the

im|.ortance of these animals, and to explain, as far as he

was capable of doing it, the manner in which they should

be preserved and treated. Even the generosity of the

captain was not without its inconveniences. It soon ap-

peared that some were dissatisfied with the allotment of

the animals; for next mornin^r, two kids and two turkey-
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rocks were missing. As oit commander could not S!i|)-

pose, fiiat this was an accidental loss, he determined ii*

ha\e them again. Tlie first step he took was to seize on
three canoes that happened to be along-side the ships;

after which, he went on shore, and having found the king,

his brother, Fenou,and some other chiefs, he immediately
put a guard over them, and gave them to understand, thaf

they must remain under restraint, till not only,the kid and
the turkeys, but the rest of the things which, at different

times, had been stolen from our voyagers, should be re-

stored. This bold step of Captain Cook was attended

with a very good effect. Some of the articles which had

been lost were instantly brought back, and such good as-

surances were given with regard to the remainder, that,

in the afternoon, the chiefs were released. It was a happy
circumstance, with respect to this transaction, that it did

not abate the future confidence of Poulaho and his friends

in the captain's kind and generous treatment.

On the 5th of'July was an eclipse of the sun, which,
however, in consequence of unfavourable weather, was
very imperfectly observed.—Happily, the disappointment

was of little consequence, as the longitude was more than
sufficiently determined by lunar observations.

Captain Cook sailed from Tongataboo on the 10th, and,

two days after, came to an anchor at the island of Midtlle-

burgh, or Eooa, as it is called by the inhabitants. Here
he was immediately visited by Taoofa, the cliief wiih

whom he had formerly been acquainted. The intercourse

now renewed was friendly in the highest degree, both witli

Taoofa and the rest of the natives; and our commander
endeavoured to meliorate their condition by planting a

pine-apple, and sowing the seeds of melons, and other

vegetables, in the chief's plantation. To this he was en-

couraged by a proof that his past endeavours had not been
wholly unsuccessful. He had, one day, served up to him
at his dinner, a dish of turnips, being the produce of the

seeds which he had left at Eooa in his last voyage.

The stay which Captain Cook made at the Friendly

Islands was between two and three months; duringwhich
time, some accidental difference excepted, there subsisted

the utmost cordiality between the English and the natives.

These differences were never attended with any fatal con-
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sequences; which ii a ppy circumstance was priiicipaily o'.v

iiig to the unremitting attention of the captain, who di

rected ail his measures with a view to the prevention of
such quarrels, as would be injurious either to the inhabit-

ants or to his ov. n people. So long as our navigators staid

at the islands, they expended verj 'ittle of their sea pro-

visions, subsisting, in general, upon the produce of the

country, and carrying aivay with them a quantity of re-

freshments, sutlicieiit to last till their arrival at another
station, where they could depend upon a fresh supply. It

wau a singular pleasure to our commander, that he pos-

sessed an opportunity of adding to the happiness of these

good Indians, by the useful animals which he left among
them. Upon the whole, the advantages of having touch-
ed at the Friendly Islands were very great; and Captain
Cook redected upon it with peculiar satisfaction, that these

advantages were obtained without retarding, for a single

moment, the prosecution of the great object of his voy-

age; the season for proceeding to the north having been
previously lost.

Besides the immediate benefits which both the natives

and the English derived from their mutual intercourse on
Ihe present occasion, such a large addition was now made
to the geographical knowledge of ihis part of the Pacific

Ocean, as may render no small service to future naviga-

tors. Under the denomination of the Friendly L-lands,

must be included not only the group at Hapaee, but all

those islands that have been discovered nearly under the

same meridian, to the north, as well as some otiiers, which
though they have never hitherto been seen by any Euro-
pean voyagers, are under the dominion of Tongataboo.
From the information which our commander received, it

appears, that this Archipelago is very extensive. Above
one hundred and fifty islands v\ere reckoned up by the na-
tives, who made use of bits of leaves to ascertain their

number; and Mr. Anderson, vvith tiis usual diligence, pro-

cured all their names. Fifteen of them are said to be high

or hill)-, and thirty-five of them large. Coocerning the

size of the thirty-two which were unexplored, it can only

be mentioned, that the}' must be larger than Annamooka,
which was ranked amongst the smaller isles. Several, in-

deed, of those which belong to this latter denomination.
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arc mo'e spots, vvitliout inhabitants. Captain Cook had
not the least doubt but that Prince William's Islands, dis-

covered and so named by Tasman, were comprehended in

the list furnished by the natives. He had also good iiii-

thority for believing- that Keppel's and Boscav\en's Islands,

two of Captain Wallis's discoveries in 1765, were inchideii

in the same list; and that they were under the so\ereigiiiy

of Tongataboo, which is the grand seat of governmcn'.
It must be left to future navigators to extend the geogra-
phy of this part of the South Pacific Ocean, by ascertain-

ing the exact situation and size of nearly a hundred island.^

in the neighbourhood, which our commander had no op-

portunity of exploring.

During the present visit to the Friendly Islands, larfye

additions were made to the knowledge whicli \\as obtain-

ed, in the last voyage, of the natural history and produc-
tions of the country, and the manners and customs of its

inhabitants. Though it does not fall within the plan of

this narrative to enter into a detail of the particulars re-

corded, I cannot help taking notice of the explanation

which Captain Cook has given of the thievish disposition

of the natives. It is an explanation vvhich reflects honour
upon his sagacity, humanity and candour; and therefore I

shall relate it in his own words: " The only defect," says

he, " sullying their character, that we know of, is a pro-

pensity to thieving; to which we found those of all ages,

and both sexes, addicted, to an uncommon degree. It

should, however, be considered, that this exceptionable
part of their conduct seemed to exist merely with respect

to us; for, in their general intercourse with one anothei, I

had reason to be of opinion, that thefts do not happen
more freqiienlly (perhaps less so) than in other countries,

the dishonest practices of whose worthless individuals are

not supposed to authorize any indiscriminate censure on
the whole body of the people. Great allowances should
be made for the foibles of these poor natives of the Pa-
cific Ocean, whose minds we overpowered with the glare

of objects, equally new to them as they were captivating.

Stealing, among civilized nations of the world, may v'.cll

be considered as denoting a character deeply stained with

moral turpitude; with avarii'e, unrestrained by the known
rules of right; and with proflijjacy. producing extreme in-

19
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'liseiipp, and neglecting the means of rellevina it. B'lt

ill the Friendly and other inlands which we visited, ilio

lhei''is so frequently (oniinitled by the natives, of what wu
had hroMglif along \\illi lis, may he fairly traced to Ics-s

• •iilpahle motives. They seerned to arise solely from an
inlcii.-e curiosity or desire to possess something which they

had not been accustomed to before, and belonging to a

sort of people so different from themselves. And perhaps

if it. were possible, that a set of beings, seemingly as su-

perior in our judgment as we are in theirs, should appear
amongst us, it might be doubted, whether our general re-

gard to justice would be able to restrain many from falling

into the same error. That I have assigned the true mo-
tive for their propensity to this practice, appears from their

stealing every thing indiscrminately at first sight, before

they could have the least conception of converting their

prize to any one useful purpose. But I believe, with us,

no person would forfeit his reputation, or expose himself

to punishment, without knowing, beforehand, how to em-
ploy the stolen goods. Upon the whole, the pilfering dis-

position of these islanders, though certainly disagreeable

and troublesome to strangers, was the means of affording

us some information as to the quickness of their intel-

lects."

With respect to the religion of these Indians, Mr. An-
derson maintains, that they have very proper sentiments

concerning the immateriality and immortality of the soul;

and thinks himself sufficiently authorised to assert, that

they do not worship any thing which is the work of their

own hands, or any visible part of the creation. The lan-

guage of the Friendly Islands has the greatest imaginable'

conformity with that of New Zealand, of Wateeoo, and
Mangeea. Several hundreds of the words of it were col-

lected by Mr. Anderson; and amongst these, are terms

that express numbers reaching to a hundred thousand.

Beyond this limit they never went, and probably were not

able to go farther; for it was observed, that when they

had gotten thus far, they commonly used a word which
expresses an indefinite number.
On the 17th of July, our commander took his final leave

of the Friendly Islands, and resumed his voyage. An
eclipse was observed in the night between the 20th and
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the 21sf; and on the 8th of August land was oiscovered.

Some of the inhabitants who came off in canoes, seemed
earnestly to invite our people to go on shore; hut Captain
Cook did not think proper to run the risk of losing the

advantage of a fair wind, for the sake of examining an
island, which appeared to be of little consequence. Its

name, as was learned from the natives, who spoke the

Otaheite language, is Toobouai.
Pursuing his course, the captain reached Otaheite on

the I2th, and steered for Oheilepha Bay, with an inten-

tion to anchor there, in order to draw what refreshments

he could from the south-east part of the island, before he

went down to Matavai. Omai's first reception amongst
his countrymen was not entirely of a flattering nature

Though several persons came on board who knew him.,

and one of them was his brother-in-law, there was noth-

ing remarkably tender or striking in their meeting. An
interview which Omai had, on the 13th, with his sister,

was agreeable to the feelings of nature; for their meeting
was marked with expressions of tender afTection, more
easy to be conceived than described. In a visit, likewise,

which he received from an aunt, the old lady threw her-

self at his feet, and plentifully bedewed them with tears

Captain Cook was informed by the natives, that, since

he was last at the island, in 1774, two ships had been
twice in the Oheitepha Bay, and had left animals in the

country. These, on further inquiry, were found to be

hogs, dogs, goats, one bull, and a ram. That the vessels

which had visited Otaheite were Spanish, was plain from

an inscription that was cut upon a wooden cross, standing

at some distance from the front of a house which had
been occupied by the strangers. On the transverse part

of the cross was inscribed,

Christus vincet.

And on the perpendicular part,

Carolus III. Imperat. 1774.

Our commander took this occasion to preserve the memory
of the prior visits of the English, by inscribing, on the
other side of the post,

Vol. n.
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Georgius terlius Rex,
Annis 1767,

1769, 1773, 1774, & 1777.

Whatever might be the intentions of tlie Spaniards in

their visit to the island, it ought to be remembered to

their honour, tiiat they behaved so weil to the inhabitants,

as always to be spoken of in the strongest expressions of

esteem and veneration.

Captain Cook had at this time an important affair to

settle. As he knew that he could now be furnished with

a plentiful supply of cocoa-nuts, the liquor of which is an

excellent and wholesome beverage, he was desirous of

prevailing upon his people to consent to their being

abridged, during their slay at Otaheite and the neighbonr-

ing islands, of their stated allowance of spirits to mix
with water. But as this sto))page of a favourite article,

without assigning some reason for it, might occa.sion a

general murmur, he thought it most prudent to as.senible

the ship's company, and to make known to them the de-

sign of the voyage, and the extent of the future opera-

tions. To animate them in undertaking with cheerfulness

and perseverance what lay before them, he took notice of

the rewards offered by parliament, to such of his majes-

tv's subjects as should tirst discover a communication be-

tueen the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, in any direction

whatever, in the lorthern hemisphere: and also to such

as should first penetrate beyond the eighty-ninth degree

of northern latitude. The captain made no doubt, he

told them, that he should find them willing to co-operate

with him in attempting, as far as might be possible, to be-

come entitled to one or both of the.-^e rewards; but that,

to give the best chance of succe.-^s, it would be necessary

to observe the utmost economy in the expenditure of llie

stores and provisions, particularly the latter, as there was
no probability of getting a supply an\' where, after leav-

ing these islands. He strengthened his argument by re-

minding them, that, in consequence of the opportunity's

having been lost of getting to the north this summer, the

voyage nmst last at least a year longer than had originally

been supposed. He entreated them to consider the vari-

ous obstructions and dilriculiies they might still meet with,

and the aggravated hardships they would endure, if it
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should be found necessary to put them to short allowance,
of any species of provisions, in a cold clunate. For these

very substantial reasons, he submitted to them, whetiier

It '.vould not be better to be prudent in time, and, railier

than to incur the hazard of having no spirits left, when
such a cordial would most be wanted, to consent to give

up their grog now, when so excellent a liquor as that of

cocoa-nuts could be substituted in its place. In conclu-

sion, our commander left the determination of the matter
entirely to their own choice.

This speech, which certainly partook much of the na-

ture of true eloquence, if a discourse admirably calculated

for persuasion be entitled to that character, produced ils

full effect on the generous minds of Eno-.ish seamen.
Captain Cook had the satisfaction of finding that his pro-

posal did not remain a single moment under consideration:

being unanimously and immediately approved of, «itliou',

the least objection. By our commander's order. Captain
Clerke made the s.ime proposal to his people, to whicii

they, likewise, agreed. Accordingly grog was no longer

served, excepting on Saturday nights, when the compa-
nies of both ships had a full allowance of it, that they

Eiight drink the liealths of their friends in England.

On the 24th, Captam Cook quitted the south-east part

of Otaheite, and resumed bis old station in Matavia Bay.

Inmediately upon his arrival, he was visited by Oloo, the

King of tiie whole island, and their former friendship was
renewed: a friendship which was continued without inter-

ruption, and cemented by a perpetual succession of ci\iii-

ties, good offices, and entertainments. One of our com-
mander's first objects was to dispose of all the European
animals which were in the ships. Accordingly, he con-

veyed to Oparre, Otoo's place of residence, a peacock
and hen; a turkey cock and hen, one gander and three

geese, a drake and four ducks. The geese -.nd ducks be-

gan to breed before our navigators left their present sta-

tion. There were already at Otoo's, several goats, and
the Spanish bull; which was one of the finest animals of

the kind that was ever seen. To the bull Captain Cook
sent the three cows he had on board, together w ith a bull

of his own; to all which were added the horse and maiu
and the sheep that had still remained in the vessels.



S? CAPTAIX cook's

The captain found himself lightened of a very heavy
burthen, in having disposed of these passengers. It is not

easy to conceive the trouble and vexation, which had at-

tended the conveyance of this living cargo, through such

various hazards, and to so immense a distance. But the

satisfaction which our commander felt, in having been so

fortunate as to fulfil his majest3''s humane designs, in send-

ing such valuable animals, to supply the wants of two
worthy nations, afforded him an ample recompense for

the many anxious hours he had passed, before this subor-

dinate object of his voyage could be carried into execu-

tion.

At this time, a war was on the point of breaking out

between the mhabitants of Eimeo and those of Otaheite"

and by tlie latltr Captain Cook was requested to take a part

in tlieir favor. With this request, however, though en-

forced by frequent and urgent solicitations, the captain,

according to his usual wisdom, refused to comply. He
alledged, that he was not thoroughly acquainted wiih the

dispute, and the people of Eimeo had never offended him,

he could not think himself at liberty to engage in hostili-

ties against them. With these reason, Oioo and most of
the chiefs appeared to be satisfied; but one of them,
Towha, was so highly displeased, that our commander
never afterwards recovered his friendship.

Upon the present occasion. Captain Cook had full and
undeniable proof, that the offering of human sacrifices

forms a part of the religious institutions of Otaheite. In-

deed, he was a witness to a solemnity of this kind; the

process of which, he has particularly described, and has
related it with the just sentiments of indignation and ab-
horrence. The unhappy victim, who was now offered to

the object of worship, seemed to be a middle-aged man,
and was said to be one of the lowest class of the people.

But the captain could not learn, after all his inquiries,

whether the wretch had been fi.xed upon on account of his

having committed any crime which was supposed to be
deserving of death. It is certain, that a choice is gene-
rally made, either of such guilty persons for the sacrifices,

or of common low fellows, who stroll about from place to

place, witliout any visible methods of obtaining an hon<:st

eubsisienco. Those who are devoted to suffer, are never
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apprised of tlieir fate, till the blow is given, that puts an
end to their being. Wlienever, upon any particular emer-
gency, one of the great chiefs considers a human sacrifice

to be necessary, he pitches upon the victim, and then or-

ders him to be suddenlv fallen upon and killed, either with

clubs or stones. Although it should be supposed, that no
more than one person is ever devoted to destruction on
iuiy single occasion, at Otaheite, it will still be found that

these occurrences are so frequent, as to cause a shocking
^va&te of the human race; for our commander counted no
less than fort3'-nine skulls of former victims, lying before

liie Moral, where he had seen another added to the num-
ber. It was apparent, from the freshness of these skulls,

tint no great length of time had elapsed, since the

« I etches to whom they belonged had been offered upon
tl;e altar of blood.

There is reason to fear, that this custom is as extensive

as it is horrid. It is highly probable, that it prevails through-
out the wide'y-ditfused islands of the Pacific Ocean; and
Captain Cook had particular evidence of its subsisting at

llie Friendly Islands. To what an e.xlent the practice of
iiiinian sacrifices was carried in the ancient world, is not

I nknown to the learned. Scarcely an}' nation was free

from it in a certain state of society; and, as religious re-

/.)rmation is one of the last eflbrts of the human mind, the

practice may be continued, even when the manners are

o'herwise far removed from savage life. Il may have "been

a loiig time before civilization has made such a progress

as to deprive superstition of its cruelty, and to divert it

from barbarous riles to ceremonies, winch, though foolish

cno'igh, are comparatively mild, gentle, and innocent.

On the 5tli of September, an accident happened, which,
llioMgh slight in itselt', was nf some consequence from the

siliuition of things. A young ram of the Ca|)e breed,

which had been lambed and brought up with great care

on board the ship, was killed by a dog. Desirous as Cap-
tain Conk was of propagating so useful a race, among the

Society Islands, the loss of a ram was a serious misfor-

tune. It was the only one he had of that breed; and of
the English breed a single ram was all that remained.

C;p'.iin Cook and Captain Clerke, on the 14th, mount-
ed on horseback, and took a ride rou.;d the plain of Ma-

VoL. II.
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tavia, to the great surprise of a large number of llie na-

tives, who attended upon the occasion, and gazed upon
the gentlemen will) as much astonishment as if the)' liad

been Centaurs. What the two captains had begun .s as

afterwards repeated every day, by one and another of our

people; notwitiistanding wliich the curiosily of tlie Ota-

heitans still continued unabated. Tliey were exceedingly

delighted with these animals, after they had seen the u;;e

which was made of tliem. Not all the novelties put to-

gether, which European visiters had carried amongst the

inhabitants, inspired them with so high an idea ol" ihe

greatness of distant nations.

Though Captain Cook would not take a part in the quar-

rels between the islands, he was ready to protect his par-

ticular friends, when in danger of being injured. Towha,
« ho commanded tlie e.\ped)tion against Eimeo, had been
obliged to submit to a disgraceful accommodation. Being
full of resentment, on account of his not having been pro-

perly supported, he was sa d to have threatened, that as

soon as the captain should leave the island, he would join

his forces to those of Tiaraboo, and attack Otoo, at Ma-
tavia or Oparre. This induced our commander to declare,

in the most public manner, that he was determined to es-

pouse the interest of his friend, against any such combina-
tion: and that, whoever presumed to assault him, should

feel the weight of his heavy displeasure, when he returned

again to Otaheite. Captain Cook's declaration had pro-

bably the desired effect; for if Touha had formed hostde

intentions, no more was heard of the matter.

The maimer in which our commander was freed from a

rheumatic complaint, that consisted of a pain extending

from the hip to the foot, deserves to be recorded. Otoo's

mother, his three sisters, and eight other women, went on
board; for the express purpose of undertaking the cure of
his disorder. He accepted of their friendly offer, had a

bed spread for them on the cabin-floor, and submitted

himself to their directions. Being desired to lay himself

down amongst them, then, as many of them as could get

round him began to squeeze him with both hands, from
head to foot, but more particularly in tne part where the

pain was lodged, till they made his bones crack, and hi.?

flooh became a peifoct muiamy. After undergoing this
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discipline about a quarter of an hour, he was glad (o be
released from the women. The operation, however, gave
him immediate relief; so that he was encouraged to sub-

mit to another rubbing down before he went to bed; fluj

consequence of which was, that he v, as tolerably easy ;ill

the succeeding night. His female physicians repeated their

prescription the next morning, and again in the evening,

after which his pains were entirely remoxed, and the cure

was perfected. This operation, which is called romee, is

universally practised among these islanders; being some-
times performed by the men, but more generally by the

women.
Captain Cook, who now had come to the resolution of

departing soon from Otahcite, accompanied, on the 27th,

Otoo to ()p:irre, and examined the cattle and poultry,

which he had consigned to his friend's care at that place.

Every thing was in a promising way, and properly attend-

ed. The captain procured from Oloo four goats; two of
which he designed to leave at Ulietea, where none had as

yet been introduced; and the other two he proposed to

reserve for the use of any islands he might chance to meet
with in his passage to the north. On the next day, Otoo
came on board, and informed our commander that he had
gotten a canoe, which he desired him to carry home, as a

present to the Earree rahie no Pretane. This, he said,

was the only thing he could send which was worthy of his

majesty's acceptance. Captain Cook was not a little

pleased with Otoo, for this mark of his gratitude; and the

more, as the thought was entirely his own. Not one of
our people had gi\en him the least hint concerning it; and
it showed, that he was fully sensible to whom he stood in-

debted for the most valuable presents that he had receiv-

ed. As the canoe was too large to be taken on boar<^, the

captain could only thank him for his good intentions; but

it would have given him a much greater satisfaction, if his

present could have been accepted.

During this visit of our voyagers to Otaheite, such a

cordial friendship and confideiice subsisted between them
and the natives, as never once to be interrupted by any
untoward accident. Our commander has made the chiefs

fully sensible, that it was their interest to treat v\'ith hiai

iiu fair and equitable terms, and to keep their people from
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plundering or steaHng. So great was Ofoo's attachment

to the English, tiial he seemed pleased with the idea of

their having a permanent settlement at Matavia; not con-

sidering, that from that time he would he deprived of his

kingdom, and the inhabitants of their liberties. Captain

Cook had too much gratitude and regard for these island-

ers, to wish that such an event should ever take place.

Though our occasional visits may, in some respects, ha\e

been of advantasre to the natives, he was afraid that a

durable establishment among them, conducted as most

European establisiiments amongst Indian nations have un-

fortunate! v been, would give them just cause to lament that

liiev had been discovered by our navigators. It is not,

indeed, likely that a measure of this kind should at any
I me seriously be adopted, because it cannot serve either

the purposes of pub'ic ambition, or private avarice; and,

without such inducements, the captain has ventured to

pronounce that it will never be undertaken.

From Otaheite our voyagers sailed, on the 30th, to

Eimeo, « here thev came to an anchor on the same day.

At this island, the transactions which happened were, for

the most part, very unpleasant. A goat, which was stolen

was recovered without any extraord-nary difficulty, and

one of the thieves was, at the same time, surrendered;

being the first instance of the kind that our commander
had met with in his connexions with the Society Islands

The stealing of another goat \vas attended with an uncom-
mon decree of perplexity and trouble. As the recovery

of it was a matter of no small importance. Captain Cook
was determined lo el'ect tiiis at any rate; and accordingly

he made an e.xpsdition across I lie island, in the course of

which he set fire to six or eight house.s, and burned a num-
ber of war canoes. At last, in consequence of a peremp-

tory messasje to Mahcine, tlie chief of Eimeo, that not a

single canoe should be left m the country, or an end be

put to the coniest, unless the animal in his possession

should be restored, the goat was brought back. This

quarrel was as niui:h regretied on the part of the captam,

as it could be on that of the natives. It grieved him to

reflect, that, afer refusing the pressing solicitations of hi

;

fiends at Otaheite to favour their invasion of th;s ishind,

he should find himself so speedily reduced to the neceisiiy
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of engag-ing in hostilities against its inhabitants; and in

5Uch hostihties as perhaps had been more injurious lo them
than Towha's expedition.

On the llth of October, the ships departed from Eimea
and the ne.xt day arrived at Owharre harbour, on tlie west

side of Huaheine. The grand business of our commander
at this island was the settlement of Omai. In order to

obtain the consent of the chiefs of the island, the affair

was conducted with great solemnity. Omai dressed him-
self very properly on the occasion; brought with him a

suitable assortment of presents; went through a variety

of religious ceremonies; and made a speech, the tcpics

of which had been dictated to him by our commander.
The result of the negotiation was, that a spot of ground
was assigned him, the e.xtent of which, along the shore of
the harbour, was about two hundred yards; and its depth
to the foot of the Iiill, somewhat more. A proportionable

part of the hill was included in the grant. This business

having been adjusted in a satisfactory manner, the carpen-
ters of both ships were employed in building a small house
for Omai, in which he might secure his European commo-
dities. At the same time, some of the English made a
garden for his use, in which they planted shaddocks, vines,

pine-apples, melons, and the seeds of several other vege-
table articles. All of these Captain Cook had the satis-

faction of seeing in a flourishing state before he left the
island.

At Huaheine, Omai found a brother, a sister, and a

brother-in-law, by whom he was received with great re-

gard and tenderness. But though these people were faith-

ful and affectionate in their attachment to him, the cap-

tain discovered, with concern, that they were of too little

consequence in the island to be capable of rendering him
any positive service. They had not either authority or

influence to protect his person or property; and in such a

situation, there was reason to apprehend, that he might
be m danger of being stripped of all his possessions, as

soon as he should cease to be supporte-d by the power of
the English. To prevent this evil, if possible, our com-
mander advised him to conciliate the favour and cngajre

tlie patronage and protection of two or three of the prin-

cipal chiefs, by a proper distribution of some of his move-
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ables; witli ivliich advice lie prudently complied. Captain

Cook, however, did not entirely trust to the operations of

ijratitude, but hud recourse to the more forcible motive of

intimidation. Witii this view, he took every opportunity

Df signifying to the inhabitants, that it was his intention

to return to the island again, after being absent the usual

time; and that, if he did not find Omai in the same state

of security in which he left him, all those whom he should

then discover to have been his enemies, should feel the

weight of his resentment. As the natives had now form-

ed an opinion that their country would be visited by the

siiips of England at stated periods, there was ground to

hope, that tiiis th.eatning declaration would produce no

inconsiderable eft'ect.

When Omai's house was nearly finisiied, and many of

his moveables wete carried ashore, a bo.\ of toys excited

the admiration of the multitude in a much higher degree

tiian articles of a more useful nature. With regard to his

pots, kelile.s, dishes, plates, drinking-mugs, glasses, and

the whole train of domestic accommodation, which in our

estimation are so necessary and important, scarcely any
one of his countrymen would condescend to look upon
them. Omai limiself, being sensible that these pieces of

English furniture would be of no great consequence in

his present situation, wisely sold a number of them, among
the people of the ships, for hatchets, and other iron tools

winch had a more intrinsic value in this part of the

world, and v.ould give him a more distinguished superiority

over those with whom he was to pass the remainder of

his days.

Omai's family, when he settled at Huaheine, consisted

of eight or ten persons, if that can be called a family to

which a single female did not as yet belong, nor was
likely to belong, unless its masters should become less

volatile. There was nothing in his present temper which
seemed likely to dispose hinl to look out for a wife; and
perhaps, it is to be apprehended, that his residence in

England had not contributed to improve his taste for the

sober felicity of a domestic union with some woman ol

his country.

The European weapons of Omai, consisted of a musket,

bayonet, and cartouch-box; a fowling-piece, two pair of
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pi--to'3, and two or tliree swords or cutlasses. Wiih the

possession of these warlike implements, he was highly de-

lighied; and it was only to gratify his eager desire for

them, that Captain Cook was induced to make him .«ut!i

presents. The captain would otherwise have thought it

happier for him to be without fiie-arms, or any European
weapons, lest an imprudent use of them (and prudence
wa.s not hi.s most distinguished talent.) should rather in-

crease his dangers than establish his superiority. Though
it was no small satisfaction to our commander to reflect,

that he had brought Oraai safe back to the very spot from
which he had been taken, this satisfaction was, neverthe-

less, somewhat diminished bv the consideration, that his

situation might now be less desirable than it was before

his connexion with the English. It was to be feared, that

the advantases \\hi< h he had derived from his visit to

England would place liim in a more hazardous state, with

respect to his personal safety.

Whatever faults belonged to Oniai's character, they

were overbalanced by his good nature and iiis gratitude.

He had a toleral)le share of understanding, but it was not

accompanied with application and perseverance; so that

his knowledge of things was verv general, and in most in-

slances imperfect: nor was he a man of nuich observa-

tion. He would no*, therefore, be able to introduce many
of the arts and customs of England among his country-

men, or greatly to improve those to which they have long

been habituated. Captain Cook, however, was confident,

that he would endeavour to bring to perfection the fruits

and vegelables which had been planted in his garden.

Tiiis of itself would be no sninll acquisition to the natives.

But '.he greatest benefit which these islands are likely to

receive from Om:ii's travels, will be in the animals tliat

are lefi upon theui; and which, had it not been for his

corning to England, they miirht probably never have ob-

tained. When the.=e multiply, of which Captain Cook
thought there was little reason to doubt, Oiaheite, and
the Society Islands, will equal, if not exceed, any country

ill the known world, for plen!y of provisions.

Before our conimander sailed from Iluaheine, h.e had
the following inscription cut on the outside of Oniai's

house:
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Georgius Tertius Rex, 2 J\/'ove?nbris, 1777.

j^ ( Resolution, Jac. Cook, Pr.

\ Discovery, Car. Clerke, Pr.
On the same day, Oiiiai took his final leave cf our navi-

gators, in doing which, he bade fare\\ell to all the officers

in a very affectionate manner. He sustained himself with

a manly resolution, till he came to Captain Cook, when
his utmost efforts to conceal his tears failed; and he con-

tinued to weep all the time that the boat was conveying
him to shore. Not again to resume the subject, I shall

here mention, that when the captain was at Uliefea, a

fortnight after this event, Omai sent two men with satis-

factory intelligence, that he remamed undisturbed by the

people of Huaheine, and that every thing succeeded well

with him, excepting in the loss of his goat, which had
died in kidding. This intelligence was accompanied with

a request, that another goat might be given him, together

with two axes. Our commander, esteeming himself happy
in having an additional opportunity of serving him, des-

patched the messengers back with the axes, and a couple

of kids, male and female, which were spared for him out

of the Discovery.

The fate of the two j'ouths, who had been brought from

New Zealand, must not be forgotten. As they were ex-

tremely desirous of continuing with our people. Captain
Cook would have carried them to England with hiiu, if

there had appeared the most distant probability of their

ever being restored to their own country. Tiarooa, the

eldest of them, was a very well-disposed young man, with

strong natural sense, and a capacity of receiving anyin-
struction. He seemed to be fully convinced of the inferi-

ority of New Zealand to these islands, and resigned him-
self, though not without some degree of reluctance, to

end his days, in easi and plenty, in Huaheine. The
other had formed so strong an attachment to our naviga-

tors, that it was necessary to take him out of the ship,

and carry him ashore by force. This necessity was the

more painful, as he was a witty, smart boy; and, on that

account, a great favourite on board. Both of these

youths became a part of Omai's family.

Whilst our voyagers were at Huaheine, the atrocious

conduct of one particular thief occasioned so much trouble,
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tliat the captain punislied him mnre severely tlian he hiid

uver done any culprit before. Besides having his hend
and beard shaved, lie ordered both his ears to be cut o!}',

and then dismissed hiiii. It can scarcely be reflected upon
without regret, that our commander should have been
compelled to such an act of severity.

On the 3d of November, the ships came to an anchor
in the harbour of Olianuiiieno, in the island of Ulietea.

Tlie obseivatoiies being set up on the 6th, and tiie neces-

.s;iry instruments having been carried on shore, the two
following days were employed in making astronomical ob-

servations. In the night between the 12th and 13ih,

John Harrison, a marine, who was sentinel at the obser-

vatory, deserted, takmg with him his arms and acoutre-

ments. Captain Cook exerted himself on this occasion,

with his usual vigour. He went himself in pursuit of the

deserter, who, after some evasion on the part of the m-
habitants, was surrendered. He was found sitting be-

tween two women, with the musket lying before him; and
all the defence he was able to make, was, that he had
been enticed away by the natives. As this account was
probably the truth, and as it appeared besides, tliat he

had remained upon his post till within ten minutes of the

time when he was to be relieved, the punishment which
the captain inflicted upon him was not very severe.

Some days after, a still more troublesome aflair happen-

ed, of the same nature. On the morning of the 24th, the

captain was informed that a midshipman and a seaman,
both belonging to the Discovery, were missing; and it

soon appeared, that they had gone away in a canoe in the

preceding evening, and had now reached the other enr»

of the island. As the midshipman was known to ha\e
e,tpressed a desire of remaining at these islands, it was
evident, that he and his companion had gone off with

that intention. Though captain Gierke immediately set

out in quest of them with two armed boats, and a part',

of marines, his expedition proved fruitless, the natives

having amused him the whole day with false intelligence.

The ne.Kt morning an account was brought that the de-

serters were at Otaha. As they were not the only per-

sons in the ships who wished to spend their days at these

favourite islands, it became necessary, for the purpose of

V^.I.. II.
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prevcnlintT anv farther desertion, to recover tliem al nil

evcMts. Captain Cook, therefore, in order to convince

the inhabitants that he was in earnest, resolved to go
after the fugitives himself; to which measure he was de-

termined, from having observed, in repeated instances.

.'hat the natives had seldom oliered to deceive him w;th

false information.

Agreeablv to this resokilion, the captain set out the

next morniiig, with t\^o armed boats, being accompaniod
bv Oreo, the chief of Uliefea, and proceeded immediately

to Otaha. But when he had gotten to the place wheie
the deserters were expected to he found, he was acquaint-

ed, that thev were eone o\er to Bolabola. Thither our

commander did not think proper to follow them, having

determined to pursue another measure, which he judged

would more elVecluallv answer his purpose. The measure
was to put the chiefs son, daughter, and son-in-law, into

confinement, and to detain them till the fugitives should

be restored. As to Oreo, he was informed, that he was
at liberty to leave the ship whenever he pleased, and to

take such methods as he esteemed best calculated to get

our two men back; that, if he succeeded, his friends

should be released; if not, that the captain was resolved to

carry them away with Inm. The captain added, that the

chiePs own conduct, as veil as that of many of his peo-

ple, in assisting the runaways to escape, and in enticing

others to follow them, would justify any step that could

be taken to put a stop to such proceedings. In conse-

quence of this explanation of our commander's views and
in;entions, Oreo zealously exerted himself to recover the

deserters; t^or which purpose, he despatched a canoe to

Bolabola, with a message to Opoony, the sovereign of

that island, acquainting him with what had happened, and
requesting him to seize the two fugitives, and send them
back. The messenger, who was no less a person than

the father of Pootoe, Oreo's son-in-law, came, before he

set out, to Captain Cook, to receive his commands: which
were, not to return without the runaways, and to inform

Opoony, that, if they had left Bolabola, he must despatch

canoes in pmsint of them, till they should finally be re-

stored. Tiiese vigorous measures were, at length success-

ful!. On the 2Sth the deserters were brought back: and,
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as soon as they were on board, the three prisoners were
released. Our commander would not have acted so reso-

lutely on the pesent occasion, had he not been peculiarly

solicitous to save the son of a brother officer from bemg
lost to his country.

While this affair w as in suspense, some of the natives,

from their anxiety on account of the confinement of the

chiefs relations, had formed a design of a very serious

nature; which was no less than to seize upon the persons

of Captain Gierke and Captain Cook. Witli regard to

Captain Clerke, they made no secret of speaking of their

scheme, the day after it was discovered. But their first

and grand plan of operations was to lay hold of Captain
Cook. It was his custom to bathe, every e\ening in fresh

water; in doing which he frequently went alone, and al-

ways wilhoiit arms. As the inhabitants expected him to

go, as usual, on the evening of the 26th, they had deter-

mined at that time to make him a prisoner. But he had
thought it prudent, afler confining Oreo's family, to avoid

puttmg himi^elf in their power; and had cautioned Captain
Clerke, and the officers, not to venture themselves far from
the ships. In the course of the afternoon, the chief asked
Captain Cook, three several times, if he would not go to

the bathinor place; and when he found at last, that the

captain could not be prevailed upon, he went off, with all

his people. He was apprehensive, without doubt, that the

design was discovered; though no suspicion of it was then

entertained by our commander, who imagined, ("hat the

natives were seized with some sudden fright, from which,
as usual, they would quickly recover. On one occasion,

Captain Clerke and Mr. Gore w-ere in particular danger.

A part)- of the inhabitants, armed with clubs, advanced
against them; and their safety was principally owing to

Captain Clerke's walking with a pistol in his hand, which
he once fired. Tlie discovery of the conspiracy, especially

so far as respected Captain Clerke and Mr. Gore, was made
by a girl, whom one of the officers had brought from
Huaheine. On this account, those who were charged with

the execution of the design were so greatly oSended with

her, that they threatened to take away her life, as soon
as our navigators should leave the island: but proper

methods were pursued for her secarilv. It was a happy

20
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circumstance that the affair was brought to light; since

sucli a scheme could not have been carried into efTect,

without being, in its consequences, productive of much
distress and calamity to the natives.

Whilst Captain Cook was at Ulietea, he was visited by
liis old friend Oree, who, in the former voyages was chief,

or rather regent, of Huaheine Notwithstanding his now
heing, in some degree, reduced to the rank of a private

person, he still preserved his consequence; never appear-

ed without a numerous body of attendants; and was al-

ways provided with such presents, as indicated his wealth,

and were highly acceptable.

The last of the Society Islands to which our command-
er sailed was Bolabola, where he arrived on the 8th of

December. His chief view in passing over to this island

was to procure from its monarch, Opoony, an anchor which

Monsieur de Bougainville had lost at Otaheite, and which

had been conveyed to Bolabola. It was not from a want
of anchors, that Captain Cook was desirous of makiug
the purchase, but to convert the iron of which it consisted

into a fresh assortment of trading articles, these being now
very much exhausted. The captain succeeded in his ne-

gotiation, and amply rewarded Opoony for giving up the

anchor.

Whilst our commander was at Bolabola, he received an

account of those military expeditions of the people of this

country, which he had heard much of in each of his three

voyages, and which had ended in the complete conquest

of Uiietea and Otaha. The Bolabola men, in consequence

of these enterprises, were in the highest reputation for

their valour; and, indeed, were deemed so invincible as to

be the objects of terror to all the neighbouring islands. It

was an addition to their fame, that their country was of

such small extent, being not more than eight leagues in

compass, and not half so large as Ulietea.

Captain Cook continued to the last his zeal for furnish-

ing the natives of the South Sea with useful animals. At

Bolabola, where there was already a ram, which had ori-

ginally been left by the Spaniards at Otaheite, he carried

ashore an ewe, that had been brought from the Cape of

Good Hope, and he rejoiced in the prospect of laying a

foundation by this present for a breed of sheep in the
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sland. He left also at Ulietea, under the care of Oreo,
in English boar and sow, and t«o goats. It may, there-

fore, be regarded as certain, that not only Otaheite, but

all the neighbouring islands, will, in a few years, have their

race of hogs considerably improved; and it is probable,

that they will be stocked with all the valuable animals,

which have been transported thither by the European vis-

iters. When this shall be accomplished, no part of the

world will equal these islands, in tiie variety and abundance
of the refreshments which they will be able to atTord to

navigators; nor did tiie captain know any place that ex-

celled them, even in their present state.

It is an observation of great importance, that the future

felicity of the inhabitants of Otaheite, and the Society

Islands, will not a little depend on their continuing tt be
visited from Europe. Our commander could not avoid ex-

pressing it as his real opinion, that it would have been far

lietter for these poor people, never to have known our su-

[.•eriority in the accommodations and arts which render
life comfortable, than after once knowing it, to be again
left and abandoned to their original incapacity of improve-
ment. If the intercourse between them and us should

wholly be discontinued, they cannot be restored to that

happy mediocrity, in which they lived before they were
frst discovered. It seemed to Captain Cook, that it was
become, in a manner, incumbent upon the Europeans to

visit these islands once in three or four years, in order to

supply the natives with those conveniences which we have
introduced among them, and for which we have given them
a predilection. Perhaps they may heavily feel the want
of such occasional supplies, when it may be too late to go
back to their old and less perfect contrivances; contriv-

ances which they now despise, and which they have dis-

continued since the introduction of' ours. It is, indeed,

to be apprehended, thafby the time that the iron tools of
which they had become possessed, are worn out, they will

have almost lost the knowledge of their own. In this last

voyage of our commander, a stone hatchet was as rare a

thing among the inhabitants as an iron one was eight years

bofore; and a chissel of bone or stone was not to be seen.

Spike-nails had succeeded in their place; and of spike-

nails the natives were weak enough to imagine they had
Vol.. II.
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gotten an inexhaustible store. Of all our commodities,

axes and hatchets remained the most imrivalled; and they

must ever be held in the highest estimation through the

whole of the islands. Iron tools are so strikingly useful,

and are now become so necessary to the comfortable ex-

istence of the inhabitants, that, should they cease to re-

ceive supplies of them, their situation, in consequence of

their neither possessing the materials, nor being trained

up to the art of fabricating them, would be rendered com-
plelely miserable. It is impossible to reflect upon this re-

presentation of things without strong feelings of sympathy
and concern. Sincerely is it to be wished, that such may
be the order of events, and such the intercourse carried

on with the soutliern islanders, that, instead of finally suf-

fering by the acquaintance with us, they may rise to a

higner state of civilization, and permanently enjoy bles-

sings far superior to what they had heretofore known.
Amidst the various subordinate employments which en-

gaged the attention of Captain Cook and his associates,

the great objects of their duty were never forgotten. No
opportunity was lost of making astronomical and nautical

observations; the consequence of which was, that the

latitude and longitude of the places where the ships an-

chored, the variations of the compass, the dips of the

needle, and the state of the tides, were ascertained with

an accuracy that forms a valuable addition to philosoph-

ical science, and will be of eminent service to future navi-

gators.

Our commander was now going to take his final de-

parture from Otaheite and the Society Islands. Frequently

as they had been visited, it might have been imagined, that

their rehgious, political, and domestic regulations, man-
ners, and customs, must, by this time, be thoroughly un-

derstood. A great accession of knowledge was undoubt-

edly gained in the present voyage; and yet it was confessed,

botii by Captain Cook and Mr. Anderson, that their ac-

counts of things were still imperfect in various respects;

and that they continued strangers to many of the most

important institutions which prevail among the natives.

There was one part of the character of several of these

people, on which the weil-re?ulated mind of the captain

«vould not permit him to enlarge. " Too much," says he,
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" scorns to have been already known, ana jinblished in our
former relations, about some of the modes of life, that

made Otaheite so agreeable an abode to many on board
our ships; and if I could now add anj'^finishing- strokes to

a picture, the ou'lines of which have been already drawn
with sufficient accuracy, I should still have hesitated to

make this journal the place for e.xhibitins; a view of licen-

tious manners, which could only serve to disgust those for

whose information I write."

From Mr. Anderson's account of the Otaheitans, it ap-
pears, that their religious svstem is extensive, and, in va-

rious instances, singular. Tiiey do not seem to pay respect

to one God as pos.sessing pre-eminence, but believe in a

plurality of divinities, all of vvhom are supposed to be very

powerful. In different parts of the island, and in the

neighbouring islands, the inhabitants choose tiiose deities

for the objects of their worship, who, they think, are most
likely to protect tiiem, and to supplv all their wants. If,

however, thev are dis;ippointed in their expectations, thev

deem it no impropriety to change their divinity, bv having
recourse to another, whom they hope to find more propi-

tious and successful. In general, their notions concerning
Deity are extrava^anrly absurd. With regard to the soul,

they bel'cve it, according to Mr. Anderson, to be both im-

material and immortal; but he acknowledges, that they

are far from entcrtainnig- those sulilime expectations of
future happiness which the Christian revelation affords,

and which even reason alone, didy exercised, might teach
us to expect.

Although seventeen months had elapsed since Captain
Cook's departure from England, during which time he had
not, upon the whole, been uiiprotitably etnployed, he was
sensible that, with respect to the principal object of his in-

structions, it was now only the commencement of his voy-

age; and that, therer'bre, his attention was to be called

anew to every circumstance which might contribute to-

wards the safety of his people, and the ultimate success

of the expedition. Accordingly, he had examined into the

state of the provisions, whilst he was at the Society

Islands, and, as soon as he had left them, and had gotten

beyond the extent of his former discoveries, he ordered a

survey to be taken of all the boatswain's and carpenter's
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Stores vvhicli were in the ships, that he might be fully in-

foriiied of' tiieir quantit)' and condition; and, by ihat

means, know iiow to use them to the greatest advantage.

It was on the 8th of December, the very day on which
he had touched there, that our commander sailed from Bo-
labola. In the night between the 22d and 23d, he crossed

the line, in the longitude of 203° 15' east; and on the 24th,

land was discovered, which was found to be one of those

low uninhabited islands, that are so frequent in this ocean.

Here our vovagers were successful in catching a large

quantity of turtle, which supplied them with an agreeable

refreshment; and here, on the 28th, an eclipse of the sun

was observed by Mr. Baylev', Mr. King, and Captain Cook.
On account of the season of the year, the captain called

the land where he now was, and which he judged to be

about fifteen or tv\enty leagues in circumference, Christ-

mas Island. By liis order, several cocoa-nuts and yams
were planted, and some melon-seeds sown in proper places

'

and a bottle was left, containing this inscription:

Georgius Tertiun, Rex, 31 Decembris, 1777.

,^ ^
( Resolution, Juc. Cook, Pr.

\ Discovery , Car. Clerke, Pr.

On the 2d of January, 1778, the ships resumed their

course to the northward, and though several evidences

occurred of (he vicinity of land, none was discovered till

the ISlh, when an island made its appearance, bearing

north-east by east. Soon after, more land was seen, lying

towards the north, and entirely detached from the former.

The succeeding day was distinguished by the discovery of-

a third island, in the direction of west-north-west, and as

far distant as the eye could reach. In steering towards

the second island, our voyagers had some doubt whether
the land before them was inhabited; but this matter was
speedily cleared up, by the putting off of some canoes from

the shore, containing from three to six men each. Upon
their approach, the English were agreeably surprised to

find that they spoke the language of Otaheite, and of llie

other countries which had lately been visited. These peo-

ple were at first fearful of going on board; but when, on
the 20th, some of them look courage, and ventured to do

it, they expressed an astonishment, on entering the ship,
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wliich Captain Cook had never experienccJ in tlie natives

of any place, during the whole course of his several voy-

ages. Tlieir eyes continually flew from object to object;

and, by the vvildness of their looks and gestures, they fully

manifested their entire ignorance with relation to every
tiling they saw, and strongly marked to our navigators,

lliat, till this time, they had never been visited by Euro-
peans, or been acquainted with any of our commodities,
excepting iron. Even with respect to iron, it was evident

that they had only heard of it, or at most, had known it

in some small quantity, brought to them at a distant pe-

riod; for all they understood concerning it was, that it

was a substance much better adapted to the purposes of
cutting, or the boring of holes, than any thing their own
country produced. The ceremonies on entering the ship,

tlieir gestures and motions, and their manner of singing,

were similar to those which our voyagers had been accus-
tomed to see in the places lately visited.

There was, likewise, a farther circumstance in which
these people perfectly resembled the other islanders: and
:hat was, ir iheir endeavouring to steal whatever came
within their reach; or rather to take it openly, as what
would either not be resented, or not hindered. The Eng-
lish soon convinced them of their mistake, by keeping such

a watchful eye over them, that they afterwards were
obliged to be less active in appropriating to themselves
every object that struck upon their fancy, and excited the

desire of possession.

One order given by Captain Cook at this island was, that

none of the boats' crews should be permitted to go on

shore; the reason of which was, that he might do every

thing in his power to prevent the importation of a fatal

disease, which unhappily had already been communicated
in other places. With the same view, he directed that all

female visiters should be excluded from the ships. Another
necessary precaution, taken by the captain, was a strict

injunction, that no person, known to be capable of pro-

pagating disorder, should be sent upon duty out of tiie

\essels. Thus zealous was the humanity of our com-
mander, to prevent an irreparable injury from being done
to the natives. There are men who glory in their sha<iie,

and who do not care how much evil thev coaimunicat&
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or tliis llieie was an instance at Tongi laboo, in the gun-

nor of ihe Disroverv, who had been st8,tioned on shore Ic

manage the trade for tliat ship; and who, though he was
«ell acquainted with his own situation, continued to h.r. e

connexions with difierent women. Ilir companions ex-

postulated with him without effect, tili Cap'ain Gierke,

hearing of the dangerous irregularity of his conduct, or-

dered him on board. If I knew the rascal's name, I would
hang it up, as far as lies in my power, to everlasting in-

famy.

Mr. Williamson being sent with the boats to search for

water, and attempting to land, the inhabitants came down
in such numbers, and were so violent in their endeavours

to seize upon the oars, muskets, and, in short, every thing

they could lay hold of, that he was obliged to fire, by
which one man was killed. This unhappy circumstance

was not known to Captain Cook till after he had left the

island; so that all his measures were directed as if nothing

of the kind had happened.
When the ships were brought to an anchor, our com-

mander went on shore; and, at the very instant of his

doing it, the collected body of the natives all fell flat upon
their faces, and continued in that humble posture, till, by
expressive signs, he prevailed upon them to rise. Other
ceremonies followed; and the next day a -trade was set on
foot for hogs and potatoes, which the people of the island

gave in exchange for nails and pieces of iron, formed into

something like chissels. So far was any obstruction from
being met with in watering, that, on the contrary, the in-

habitants assisted our men in rolling the casks to and from
the pool; and readily performed whatever was required.

Affairs thus going on to the captain's satisfaction, he

made an excursion into the country, accompanied by Mr.
Anderson and Mr. Webber, the former of whom was as

well qualified to describe with the pen, as the latter w'as

to represent with his pencil, whatever might occur worthy
of observation. In this excursion, the gentlemen, among
other objects that called for their attention, found a Moral.
On the return of our commander, he had the pleasure of

rinding that a brisk trade for pigs, fowls, and roots was
carrying on with the greatest good order, and without any
attempt to cheat, or steal, on the part of the natives. Th*
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rafiacioiis disposilion they at first displaved, v»'as entiielv

foriecfed by their conviction that it coidu not be exercised

«'itii isnpunity. Among the articles which they brought
to barter, the most remarkable was a particular sort of

cloak and cap, that might be reckoned elegant, even in

countries where dress is eminently the object of attention.

The cloak was richly adorned with red and yellow feath-

ers, which in themselves were highly beautiful, and the

ne»vness and freshness of v.'hich added not a little to their

beauty.

On the 22d, a circumstance occurred, which gave the

English room to suspect thai the people of the island are

eaters of human flesh. Not, however, to rest the belief

of the existence of so horrid a practice on the foundation

of suspicion only. Captain Cook was anxious to inquire .

into the truth of the fact, the result of which was its be-

ing fully confirmed. An old man, in particular, who was
asked upon the subject, answered in the affirmative, and
seemed to laugh at the simplicity of such a question. His
answer was equally affirmative on a repetition of the in-

quiry; and he added, that the flesh of men was excellent

food, or, as he expressed it, " savoury eating. " It is un-
derstood, that enemies slain in battle are the sole objects

of this aoominable custom.

The island at which our voyagers had now touched,
was called Alooi by the natives. Near it was another
island, named Oneeheow, where our commander came to

an anchor on the 29th of the month. The inhabitants

w'ere found to resemble those of Atooi in their disposi-

tions, manners, and customs; and proofs, too convincing,

appeared, that the horrid banquet of human flesh is here
as much relished, amidst plenty, as it is in New Zealand.
From a desire of benefiting these people, by furnishiTg

them with additional articles of food, the captain left

them a ram, goat, and two ewes, a boar and sow pig of the

English breed, and the seeds of melons, pumpkins, and
onions. These benevolent presents would have been .nade

to Atooi, the larger island, had not our navigators been
unexpectedly driven from it by stress of weather. Though
ihe soil of Oneeheow seemed in general poor, it was ob-
Bervable, that the ground was covered with shrubs and
plants, soDie of which perfumed the air with a more deli-
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oioits fragrancv, tlian what Captain Cook Iiad met with at

any other of the countries that had been visited by him
in this part of the world.

It is a curious circumstance, witli regard to the islands

m the Pacific Ocean which the late European voyages

have added to the geography of the globe, that they have

generally been found to lie in groups, or clusters. The
single intermeoiate islands, which have as yet been dis-

covered, are few in proportion to the others; though there

are probablv many more of them that are still unknown,
and may serve as steps, by which the several clusters are

in some degree, connected together. Of the Archipelago
noiv first Visited, tliere were five only with which our com-
mander became at this time acquainted. The names of

these, as given by the natives, were Woahoo, Atooi,

Oneeheow, Oreehoua, and Tahoora. To the whole group
Captain Cook gave the appellation of Sandwich Islands,

in honour of his great friend and patron, the Earl of

Sandwich.
Concerning the island of Atooi, which is the largest of

the five, and which was the principal scene of the cap-

tain's operations, he collected, in conjunction with Mr.
Anderson, a considerable degree of information. The
land, as to its general appearance, does not in the least

resemble an\' of the islands that our voyagers had hitherto

visited within the tropic, on the south side of the equator;

excepting so far as regards its hills near the centre, whicii

slope gently towards the sea. Hogs, dogs, and fowls,

were the only tame or domestic animals that were here

found; and these were of the same kind with those whicli

exist in the countries of the South Pacific Ocean. Among
the inhabitants (who are of a middle stature, and firmly

made,) there is a more remarkable equality in the size,

colour, and figure of both sexes, than our commander had
observed in most other places. They appeared to be

blessed with a frank and ciieerful disposition; and, in

Captain Cook's opinion, they are equally free from the

fickle levity which distinguishes tiie natives of Oiaheite,

and the sedate cast discernabie amongst many of those

of Toncrataboo. It is a very pleasing circumstance in

their character, that they pay a particulur attention to

their women, and readily lend assistance to their wives in
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(lie tender offices of maternal duty. On all occasions,

they seemed to be deeply impressed witli a cons(ioiisi;e s

of their own inferiority; beinsr alike strangers to the pre-

posterous pride of the more polished Japanese, and of the

ruder Greenlander. Contrary to the general practice of

the countries that had hitherto been discovered in ihe Pa-
cific Ocean, the people of the Sandwich Islands have not

their ears perforated; nor have they the least idea of

wearing ornaments in them, though, in other respects,

they are suHiciently fond of adorning their persons. In

every thing manufactured by them, there is an uncommon
degree of neatness and ingenuity; and the elegant form
and polish of some of their fishing-hooks couid not be
exceeded by any European artist, even if he should add
all his knowledge in design to the number and convenience
of his tools. From what was seen of their agriculture,

sufficient proofs uere alforded, that they are not novices

in that art; and that the quantify and goodness of their

vegetable productions may as mucli be attributed to sliil-

ful culture, as to the natural fertility of the soil. Amidst
all the resemblances between the natives of Atooi, and
those of Otaheite, the coincidence of their languages was
the most striking; being almost word for word tlie same.
Had the Sandwich Islands been discovered by the Span-
Jards, at an early period, they would undoubtedly have
taken advantage of so excellent a situation, and have
made use of them as refreshing places for their ships,

which sail annually from Acapuka for Manilla. Hap-
py, too, would it have been for Lord Anson, if he had
known, that there existed a group of Islands, half way be-

tween America and Tinian, where all his wants could have
been effectually supplied, and the diiierent hardships to

which he was exposed have been avoided.

On the second of February, our navigators pursued
their course to the northward, in doing which, the inci-
dents they met with were almost entirely of a nautical
kind. The long-looked for coast of New Albion was
seen on the 7lh of March ; the ships being then in

the latitude of 44° 33' north, and in the longitude of 235''
20' east. As the vessels ranged along the west side of
America, Captain Cook gave names to several capes and
head-lands wiiicli appeared in sight. At length, on thp
Vol. II.
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29th, the Captain came to an anchor at an inlet, where
the appearance of the country dilFered much from what
had been seen before; being full of mountains, the summits
of which were covered with snow; while the vallies bc-

'ween them, and the grounds on the sea-coast, high as

well as low, were covered to a considerable breadth, with

high, straight trees, which formed a beautiful prospect, as

of one vast forest. It was immediately found, that tlie

coast was inhabiter"; and there soon came off to the Re-
solution, three canoes, containing eighteen of the natives;

who could not, however, be prevailed upon to venture

themselves on board. Notwithstanding this, they dis-

played a peaceable disposition; showed great readiness to

part with any thing they had, in exchange for what was
offered them; and expressed a stronger desire for iron,

than for any other of our commercial articles, appearing
to be perfectly acquainted vvith thfe use of that metal.

From these favourable circumstances, our voyagers had
reason to hope, that they should find this a comfortal)le

station to supply all their wants, and to make them forget

the hardships and delays which they had experienced

during a constant succession of adverse winds, and boister-

ous weather, almost ever since their arrival upon the coast

of America.
The ships having happily found an excellent inlet, the

coasts of which appeared to be inhabited by a race of

people who were disposed to maintain a friendly inter-

course vvith litrangers, Captain Cook's first object was to

search for a commodious harbour; and he had little trouble

in discovering what he wanted. A trade having immedi-
ately commenced, the articles which the inhabitants of-

fered for sale were the skins of various animals, such as

bears, wolves, foxes, deer, rackoons, pole-cats, martins;

and, in particular, of the sea-otter. To these were added,

besides the skins in their native shape, garments made of

them; another sort of clothing, formed from the bark of

a tree; and various different pieces of workmanship. But
- of all the articles brought to market, the most extraordi-

nary were human skulls, and hands not yet quite stripped

of their flesh; some of which had evident marks of their

having been upon the fire. TJie things which the natives

took in exchange for their commodities, were knives.
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chissels, pieces of iron and tin, nails, looking-glasses, but-

tons, or any kind of meta!. Glass beads did not strike

their imaginations; and cloth of every sort they rejected.

Though commerce in general, was carried on with mu-
tual honesty, there were some among these people who
were as much incliiied to thievery as the islanders in the

Southern Ocean. They were, at the same time, far more
dangerous thieves; for, possessing sharp iron instruments,

they could out a hook from a tackle, or any other piece

of iron from a rope, the moment that the backs of the

English were turned. The dexterity with which they
conducted their operations of this nature, frequently elu-

ded the most cautious vigilance Some slighter instances

of deception, in the wav of traffic, Captain Cook thought
it better to bear with, than to make them the foundation of

a quarrel; and to this he was the rather determined, as the

English articles were now reduced to objects of a trifling

nature. In the progress of the commerce, the natives

i\"ouId deal for nothing but metal; and, at length, brass

ft-as so eagerly sought for, in preference to iron, that, be-

fore our navigators quitted the place, scarcely a bit of it

uas left in the ships, excepting what belonged to the ne-

cessary instruments. Whole suits of do' ties were strip-

ped of every button; bureaus were deprived of their fur-

niture; copper kettles, tin canisters, candle-sticks, and
whatever of the like kind could be found, all went to

wreck; so that these Americans became possessors of a

greater medley and variety of things from our people,

than any other nation that had been visited in the course

of the voyage.

Of all the uncivilized tribes which our commander had
met with in his several navigations, he never found any
who had such strict notions of their having a right to the

exclusive property of every thing which their country pro-

duces, as the inhabitants of the sound where he was now
stationed. At tirst, thev" wanted to be paid for the wood
and water that were carried on board: and had the cap-

tain been upon the spot, when these demands were made,
he would certainly have complied with them: but the

workmen, in his absence, maintained a different opinion,

and refused to subniit to any such claim«. When some
grass, which appeared to be of no use to the natives, was
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wanted to be cut, as food for the iew goats and sheep

which still remained on board, they insisted that it shoiila

be purchased, and were very unreasonable in their terms;

notwithstanding which. Captain Cook consented tografilV

them, as far as he was able. It was always a sacred rule

with him, never to take any of the property of the people

whom he visited, without making them an ample compen-
sation.

Tlie grand operation of our navigators, in their present

station, was to put the ships into a complete repair for tiie

prosecution of the expedition. While this business was
carrving on, our commander took the opportunity of ex-

amining every part of the sound; in the course of which
he gained a farther knowledge of the inhabitants, who,
in general, received him with great civility. In one in-

stance he met with a surly chief, who could not be soften-

ed with presents, though he condescended to accept of
them. The females of the place over which he presided,

showed a more agreeable disposition; for some of the

young women expeditiously dressed themselves in their

best apparel, and, assembling in a body, welcomed the

English to their village, by joining in a song, which was
far from being harsh or disagreeable. On another occa-
sion, the captain was entertained with singing. Beintj

visited by a number of strangers, on the 22d of April, as

they advanced towards the ships, they all stood up in their

canoes, and began to sing. Some of their songs, in which
the whole body joined, were in a slow, and others in a

quicker time; and their notes were accompanied with the

most regular motions of their hands; or with beating in

concert, with their paddles, on the sides of their canoes-

to which were added other very expressive gestures. At
the end of each song, they continued silent for a few mo-
ments, and then began again, sometimes pronouncing the

word Hooee! forcibly as a chorus.

Among the natives of the country, there was one chief

who attached himself to our commander in a particular

manner. Captain Cook having, at parting, bestowed upon
him a small present, received, in return, a beaver skin, of
much greater value. This called upon the captain to make
some addition to his present, with which the chief was sv

mucii pleased, that he insisted on our commander's a»
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ceptance of the beaver-skin cloak which he then wore,
and of which he was particularly fond. Au.niriiig this in-

stance of generosity, and desirous that he should not suf-

fer by his friendship, the captain gave him a new broiid

sword, with a brass hilt; the possession of which rendered
him completely happy.
On Captain Cook's first arrival in this inlet, he had hon -

oured it with the name of King George's Sound; but he
afterwards found that it is called Nootka by the natives.

During his stay in the place, he displayed his usual saga-
city and diligence, in conjunction with Mr. Anderson, in

collecting every thing that could be learnea concerning
the neighbouring country and its inhabitants; and the ac-

count is interesting, as it exhibits a picture of productions,

people, and manners very diiTerent from what had occur-

red in the Southern OceaTi. I can only, as on former oc-

casions, slightly advert to a few of the more leading cir-

cumstances. The climate, so far as our navigators had
experience of it, was found to be in an eminent degree
milder than that on the east coast of America, in the same
parallel of latitude: and it was remarkable, that, the ther-

mometer, even in the night, never fell lower than 42^;

while in the day it frequently rose to 60°. With regard

to trees, those of which the woods are chiefly composed,
are the Canadian pine, the white cypress, and the wild

pine, with two or three different sorts of pine that are less

common. In the other vegetable productions there ap-

peared but little variety: but it is to be considered, that,

at so early a season, several might not yet have sprung
up; and that many more might be concealed from our
voyagers, in consequence of the narrow sphere of their

researches. Of the land animals, the most common were
bears, deer, fo.xes, and wolves. The sea animals, which
were seen off the coast, were whales, porpoises, and seals

Birds, in general, are not only rare as to the different spe-

cies, but very scarce as to numbers: and the few which
are to be met with are so shy, that, in all probability, they

are continually harassed by the natives; either to eat

them as food, or to get possession of their feathers, which
are used as ornaments. Fish are more plentiful in quan-
tify than birds, but were not found in any great variety;

and yet, from several circumstances, there was reason to

Voi.. II.
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believe, that I lie variety is cons'derably increased at cer-

tain seasons. The onI\- animals that were observed of the
reptile kind, were snakes and v. ater-lizards; but the insect

tribe seemed to be more numerous.
With respect to the inhabitants of the country, their

persons are generally under the rommon stature; but not

slender in proportion, being usaalh' pretty full or plump,
though without being muscular. From their bringing to

sale human skulls and bones, it may justly be inferred, that

they treat their enemies with a degree of brutal cruelty,

notwithstanding which, it does not follow, that they are

to be reproached with any charge of peculiar inhumanitv:
for the circumstance now mentioned, only marks a gene-
ral agreement of character with that of almost every tribe

of uncivilized men, in every age, and in every part of the

globe. Our navigators had no reason to complain of the
disposition of the natives, who appeared to be a docile,

courteous, good-natured people; rather phlegmatic in

the usual cast of their tempers, but quick in resenting

what they apprehended to be an injury, and easily permit-

ting their anger to subside. Their other passions, and es-

peciall}' their curiosity, seemed to lie in some measure
dormant: one cause of which may be found in the indo-

lence, that, for the most part, is prevalent amongst them.
The chief employments of the men, are those of fishing,

and of killing land or s'.a-animals, for the sustenance of
their families; while the women are occupied in manufac-
turing their flaxen or woolen garments, or in other domes-
tic offices. It must be mentioned to their honour, that

they were always properly clothed, and behaved with the
utmost decorum; justly deserving all commendation, for a

bashfulness and modesty becoming their se.x; and this was
the more meritorious in them, as the male inhabitants dis-

coverecj no sense of shame. In their manufactures and''

mechanic arts, these people have arrived to a greater de-
gree of e.xtent and ingenuity, both with regard to the de-

sign and execution, than could have been e.xpected from
their natural disposition, and the little progress to which
they have arrived in general civilization. Their dexterity,

in particular, with respect to works of wood, must princi-

pally be ascribed to the assistance they receive from iron

tools, which are in universal use aniongst them, and in the

1
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application of which they are very dexterous. Whence
ihey have derived their knowledge of iron, was a matter
of speculation with Captain Cook. The most probable

opinion is, that this and other metals may have been in-

troduced by way of Hudson's Bay and Canada, and thus

successively have been conveyed across the continent, from
tribe to tribe. Nor is it unreasonable to suppose, that

these metals may sometimes be brought, in the same man-
ner, from the north-western parts of Mexico.* The Im-
guage of Nootka is by no means harsh or disagreeal)le;

for it abounds, upon the whole, rather with « hat may be

called labial and dental, than with guttural sounds. A
large vocabulary of it was collected by Mr. Andeis'on.

Whilst Captain Cook was at Nootka Sound, great at-

tention was paid by him, as usual, to astronomical and
nautical subjects. The observations which he had an op-
portunity of making were, indeed, so numerous, as to

form a very considerable addition to geographical and
phylosophical science.

On the 25th, the repairs of the ships having been com-
pleted, every thing was ready for the captain's departure.

When, in the afternoon of that day, the vessels «ere upon
the point of sailing, the mercury in the barometer fell un-

usually low; and there was evory other presage of an ap-
proaching storm, which might reasonably be expected to

jome from the southward. This circumstance induced
o'lr commander in some degree to hesitate, and especially

as night was at hand, whether he should venture to sail,

or wait till the next morning. But his anxious impatience
to proceed upon the voyage, and the fear of losing the

present opportunity of getting out of the sound, made a

greater impression upon his mind, than any apprehension
of immediate danger. He determined, therefore, to put
to sea at all events: and accordingly carried his design
into execution that evening. He was not deceived in his

expectations of a storm. Scarcely were the vessels out
of the sound before the wind increased to a strong gale,

* Two silver spoons, of a construction similar to what may
Bometinios be seen in Flemish pictures of still lite, were procured
here by Mr. Gore, who bought them from a native, who wore
them, lied together with a leathern thona', as an ornament round
Ills neck. Mr. Gore gave the spoons to .'^ir Joseph Banks.

21
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with squalls and rain, accompanied by so dark a sky, that

the length of the ships could not be seen. Happily the

wind took a direction that blew our navigators from the

coast: and though, on the 27th, the tempest rose to a

perfect hurricane, and the Resolution sprang a leak, no
material damage ensued.

In the prosecution of the voyage to the north, and back
again to the Sandwich Islands, the facts that occurred
were chiefly of a nautical kind. Minutely to record these,

is not the purpose of the present work, and indeed would
extend it to an unreasonable length.

From this long and important navigation, I can only

select some few incidents, that may be accommodated to

the taste and expactations of the generality of readers.

One thing it is not improper here to observe; which is,

that the captain, in his passage along the coast of Ameri-
ca, kept a distance from that coast, whenever the wind
blew strongly upon it, and sailed on tjll he could approach
it again with safety. Hence several great gaps were left

une.xplored, and particularly between the latitudes of 50^

and 55^. The exact situation, for instance, of the sup-

posed Straits of Anian was not ascertained. Every one
ivho is acquainted with the character of our commander
will be sensible, that if he had lived to return again to the

north in 1779, he would have endeavoured to explore the

parts which had been left unexamined.
The first place at which Captain Cook landed, after his

departure from Nootka Sound, was at an Island, of eleven

or twelve leagues in length, the south-west point of which
lies in the latitude of 59^ 49' north, and the longitude of
216^ 58' east. Here, on the 11th of May, at the foot of

a tree, on a little eminence not far from the shore, lie left

a bottle, with a paper in it, on which were inscribed the

names of the ships, and the date of the discovery. To-
gether with the bottle, he enclosed two silver two-penny
pieces of his majesty's coin, which had been struck in

1772. These, with many others, had been given him by
the Reverend Dr. Kaye, the present Dean of Lincoln;

and our commander, as a mark of his esteem and regard

for that learned and respectable gentleman, named the

island after hiia, Kaye's Island.

At an inlet, where the ships came to an anchor, on
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the 12th, and to which Captain Cook gave the appellation

of Prince William's Sound, he had an opportunity not

only of stopping the leak which the Resolution had sprung

in the late storm, and of prosecuting his nautical and ge-

ographical discoveries, but of making considerable addi-

tions to his knowledge of the inhabitarlts of the American
coast. From every observation which was made con-

cerning the persons of the natives of this part of the

coast, it appeared, that they had a striking resemblance

to those of the Esquimaux and Greenlanders. Their ca-

noes, their weapons, and their instruments for fishing and

iiunting, are likewise exactly the same, in point of mate-

rials and construction, that are used in Greenland. The
animals in the neighbourhood of Prince William's Sound
are, in general, smiilar to those which are found at Noot-
ka. One of the most beautiful skins here offered to sale,

was, however, that of a small animal, which seemed to

be peculiar to the place. Mr. Anderson was inclmed to

think that it is the animal which is described by Mr. Pen-
nant, under the name of the cason marmot. Among the

birds seen in this country, were the white headed eagle,

the shag, and the alcedo, or great king-fisher; the colours

of which were very fine and bright. The humming bird,

also, came frequently, and flew about the ship, whde at

anchor; but it can scarcely be supposed, that it can be

able to subsist here during the severity of winter. Water-

fowl, upon the whole, are in considerable plenty; and
there is a species of diver, about the size of a partridge,

which seems to be peculiar to the place. Torsk and hali-

but were almost the only kinds of fish that were obtained

by our voyagers. Vegetables, of any sort, were few in

number; and the trees Vvere chiefly the Canadian and
spruce pine; some of which were of a considerable height

and thickness. The beads and iron, that vvere found

among the people of the coast, must undoubtedly have
been derived from some civilized nation: and yet there

was ample reason to believe, that our English navigators

were the first Europeans with whom the natives had ever

held a direct communication. From what quarter, then,

had they gotten ourmanufactures? Most probably, tlirough

the intervention of the more inland tribes, from Hudson's

Bay, or the settlements on the Canadian lakes. This, in-
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deed, must certainly have been the case, if iron was
known, amongst the inhabitants of this part of the Amer-
ican coast, prior to the discovery of it by the Russians,

and before there was any traffic with them carried on
from Kamtschati^a. From what was seen of Prince Wil-

liam's Sound, Captain Cook judged that it occupied, at

least, a degree and a half of latitude, and two of longi-

tude, exclusively of the arms or branches, the extent of
which is not known.
Some days after leaving this sound, our navigators came

to an inlet, from which great things were expected. Hopes
were strongly entertained, that it would be found to com-
municate either with the sea to the north, or with Baffin's

or Hudson's Bay to the east: and accordingly it became
the object of very accurate and serious examination. The
captain was soon persuaded that the expectations formed
from it were groundless; notwithstanding which, he per

sisted in the search of a passage, more, indeed, to satisfy

other people, than to confirm his own opinion. In conse-

quence of a complete investigation of the inlet, indubita-

ole marks occurred of its being a river. This river, with-

out seeing the least appearance of its source, was traced

by our voyagers, as high as the latitude of 61° 34' and the

Jongitude of 210^, being seventy leagues from its entrance.

Daring the course of the navigation, on the 1st of June,
Lieutenant King was ordered on shore, to display the

royal flag, and to take possession of the coimtry in his

majesty's name. The lieutenant at the same time, buried

in the ground a bottle, containing some pieces of English
coin, of the year 1772, and a paper, on which the names'
of the ships were inscribed, and the dale of the present

discovery. The great river now discovered, promises to

vie with the most considerable ones already known; and,

b}' itself and its branches, lies open to a very extensive

inland communication. If, therefore, the knowledge of it

should be of future service, the time which was spent in

exploring it ought the less to be regretted. But to Cap-
tain Cook, who had a much greater object in view, the

delay that was hence occasioned was a real loss, because
the season was advancing apace. It was, however, a sat-

isfaction to him to reflect, that if he iiad not examined
his very considerable inlet, it would have been assumed,

<
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by ppeollIafi^e fiihric-ntors of oleography, as n fart, (hut

thore was a pa^pagc ihrougli il fo the Norili Sea, or lo

l^itiiti's, or Hudson's Bay. Perhaps, too, it woiJd liavo

been marked, on future maps of the world, with great

precision, and more certain signs of reality, than the invi-

sible, because imaginary. Straits of de Fuca and de Fonte.

Ill describing the inlet, our commander had left a blank
which was not filled up with any particular name; and,

therefore, the Earl of Sandwich directed, with the great-

est propriety, that it should be called Cook's River.

All the natives who were met with, during the examina-
tion of this river, appeared, from every mark of resem-
blance, to be of the same nation with the inhabitants of

Prince William's Sound; but from the people of Nootka,
or King George's Sound, they essentially differed, both in

their persons and their language. The only things which
were seen among them, that were not of their own manu-
facture, were a few glass beads, the iron points of their

spears, and knives of the same metal. Whencesoever these

articles might be derived, it was evident, that they had
never had any immediate intercourse with the Russians

since, if that had been the case, our voyagers would
scarcely have found them clothed in such valuable skins

as those of the sea-otter. A very beneficial fur-trade might
undoubtedly be carried on with the inhabitants of this vast

coast. But, without a practicable northern passage, the

situation is too remote to render it probable, that Great
Britain should hence ever derive any material advantage;
though it is impossible to say with certainty, how far the

spirit of commerce, for which the English nation is so

eminently drstinguished, may extend. The most valuable,

or rather the only valuable skins, which Captain Cook saw
on the west side of America, were those of the sea-otter;

for, as to the skins of all the other animals of the coun-
try, and especially of the foxes and martms, they seemed
to be of an inferior quality.

It was on the 6th of June, that our navigators got clear

of Cook's River. Proceeding in the course of their dis-

coveries, when they were sailing, on the 19th, amidst the

group of islands, which were called, by Beering, Schuma-
gin's Islands, Captain Gierke fired three guns, and brought

to, expressing, by the proper signals, that he wished to
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speak wii'ii C',;''at!i Cook. At this o:;r corriinriiKior was
not a little alarmed; and, as no appirent danger had bcoo
remarked in the passage through the channel where th

vessels now were, it was apprehended, that some acci

dent, such as springing a leak, must have happened. Oa
Captain Gierke's coming on boird the Resolution, he re-

lated that several of the natives had folloved his ship;

that one of them had made many signs, taking off his cap,

and bowing after the manner of Europeans; and that, at

length, he had fistened to a rope, which was handed do«n
to him, a small thin vvooden case or box. Having deliv-

ered his parcel safe, and spoken something, accompanied
with more signs, the canoes dropped astern, and left the

Discovery. On opening the box, a piece of paper was
found, folded up carefully, upon which something was writ-

ten, that was reasonably supposed to be in the Russian
language. To the paper was prefixed the date 1778, and
in the body of the note there was a reference to the year
1776. Although no person on board was learned enough
to decypher the alphabet of the writer, his numerals su.^-

cienlly marked, that others had preceded our voyagers in

visiting this dreary part of the globe; and the prospect of
soon meeting with men, who were united to them in ties

somewhat closer than those of our common nature, and
who were not strangers to the arts and commerce of civil-

ized life, could not but aiTord a sensible satisfaction to peo-

ple who, for such a length of time, had been conversant

with the savages of the Pacific Ocean, and of the North
American continent. Captain Gierke was, at first, of
opinion that'some Russians had been ship-wrecked; but.

no such idea occurred to Captain Cook. He rather thought,

that the paper contained a note of information, left by
some Russian traders, to be delivered to the next of their

countrymen who should arrive; and that the natives, see-

ing the English pass, and supposing them to be Russians,

had resolved to bring off the note. Accordingly, our com-
mander pursued his voyage, without inquiring further into

the matter.

On the 21st, amongst some hills, on the main land, that

towered above the clouds to a most amazing height, one
was discovered to have a volcano, which continually threw

up vast columns of black smoke. Il does not stand far
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from the coast; and it lies in the latitude of .54'^ 48', and
the loni^itude of 195^ 45'. This mountain was rendered

reniarknble bv its fisjure, which is a complete cone, and
the volcano is at the very sumhiit. While, in the after-

noon of the same dav, during a calm of three hours, the

Enghsh were fishing with great success for halibuts, a

small canoe, conducted bv one man, came to them from

an island in the neighbourhood. On approaching the ship,

he took off his cap, and bowed, as the native had done,

who had visited the Discovery a day or two before. From
the acquired pojjteness of these people, as well as from
the note already mentioned, it was evident, that the Rus-
sians must have a communication and traffic with them:
and of this a fresh proof occurred in the present visiter;

for he wore a pair of green cloth breeches, and a jacket

of black cloth, or stuff, under the gut-shirt or frock of his

own country.

In the prosecution of the voyage, on the 26th, there was
.so thick a fog, that our navigators could not see a hundred

yards before them; notwithstandmg which, as the weather
was moderate, the captain did not intermit nis course. At
length, however, being alarmed at the sound of break-

ers on one sidf of the ship, he immediately brought her

to, and came to an anchor; and the Discovery, by his or-

der, did the same. A feiv hours after, the fog havmg, in

some degree, cleared away, it appeared that both the ves-

sels had escaped a very imminent danger. Providence, in

the dark, had conducted them between rocks which our

commander would not have ventured to pass through in a

clear day, and had conveyed them to an anchoring-place,

as good as lie could possibly have ti.\ed upon, had the choice

been entirely at his option.

On the 27th, our voyagers reached an island, that is

known by the name of Oonalshka; the inhabitants of

which behaved with a degree of politeness uncommon to

ivage tribes. A young man, who had overset his canou,

eing obliged by this accident to come on board the ship,

went down into Captain Cook's cabin, upon the first invi-

tation, without expressing the least reluctance or uneasi-

ness. His own clothes beingr wet, the captain gave him
others, in which he dressed himself with as much ease as

any Englishman could have done. From the behaviour

VoL.'lI.
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of this 30UII1, and tiiat of soir.o of il.e rest of the natives,

it was evident, tliat tliosc people were no strangers to Eu-
ropeans, and to several of tlieir customs. There was
somethinn;, however, in the English ships, that greatly ex-
cited their attention; for such as could not come ofl"in ca-

noes, assembled on the neighbouring hills to look at them.
In one instance it was apparent, that the inhabitants were
so far from having made any progress in politeness, that

they were still immersed iu the most savage manners. For
as our commander was walking along the shore, on the

29th, he met with a group of them, of both sexes, who
were seated on the grass, at a repast, consisting of a ran-

fish, which they seemed to eat with as much relish, as

persons in civilized life would e.vperience from a turbof,

served up in the richest sauce. Soon after the vessels had
come to an anchor at Oonalashka, a native of the island

brought on board such another note as had been given to

Captain Gierke. He presented it to Captain Cook; but,

as it was written in the Russian language, and could be of

no use to the English, though it might be of consequence
to others, the captain returned it to the bearer, and dis-

missed him with a few presents; for which he expressea

his thanks by making several low bows as he retired.

On the 2d of Jul)', our voyagers put to sea from Oona-
lashka; and, pursuing their course of navigation and dis-

covery, came, on the I6th, within sight of a promontorv,
near which our commander ordered Lieutenant William-

son to land, that he might see what direction the coast

took beyond it, and what the countr}- produced. Accord-
ingly, Mr. Williamson went on shore, and reported, on his

.

return, that, having landed on the point, and climbed the

highest hill, he found that the farthest part of the coast

in sight bore nearly north. At the same time, he took
possession of the country in his majesty's name, and left

a bottle, in which was enclosed a piece of paper, contain-

ing an inscription of the names of the ships, together with

the date of the discovery. To the promontory he gave
the name of Cape Newenham. The land, as far as Mr.
Williamson could see, produces neither tree nor shrub:

but the lower grounds were not destitute of grass, and of

some other plants, very few of which were in flower.

When our navigators, on the 3d of August, had advanced
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.o the Iitifiule of 62^ 34', a jreat lo-s was sustained

by tlifsn in the death of Mr. Anderson, tlie surgeon of the

Resolution, who had been lingering under a consumption
for more than twelve months. He was a young man, of

a cultivated understanding and agreeable manners, and
well skilled in his own profession; besides which, he luid

acquired a considerable degree of knowledge in oilier

branches of science. How useful an assistant he was to

Captain Cook, hath often appeared in the present narra-

tive. Had his life been spared, the public would undoubt-
edly have received from him such communications, on va-

rious parts of the natural history of the several places that

had been visited, as would justlv have entitled him to very

high commendation. The proofs of his abilities that now
remain, will hand down the name of Anderso i, in con-
junction with that of Cook, to posterity- Soon after he
had breathed his last, land having been seen at a distance,

which was supposed to be an island, our commander hon-
oured it with the appellation of Anderson's Island. Th.e

Boxt day he removed Mr. Law, the surgeon of the Dis-

covery, into the Resolution, and appointed Mr. Samwell,
the surgeon's first mate of the Resolution, to be surgeon
of the Discovery.

On the 9th, Captain Cook came to an anchor under a

point of land, to which he gave the name of Cape Prince

of Wales, and which is remarkable by being the most
western extremity of America hitherto e.xplored. This
extremity is distant from the eastern Cape of Siberia only

thirteen leagues: and thus our commander had the glory

of ascertaining the vicinity of the two continents, which
had only been conjectured from the reports of the neigh-

bouring Asiatic inhabitants, and the imperfect observations

of the Russian navigators.

Resuming his course on the 10th, Captain Cook anchor-
ed in a bay, the land of which wa? at first supposed to be

part of the island of Alaschka, which is laid down in Mr.
Staehlin's map. But, from the figure of the coast, from
the situation of the opposite shore of America, and from
the longitude, the captain soon began to think, that it was
more probably the country of the Tschutski, on the east-

ern extremity of Asia, which had been explored by Beer-
ing in 1728. In the result, it appeared, that this was in



124 CAFT A IN ronic's

fact t'le ca?o. Oiir commander became fully satisfied, in

the farther protjress: of liis voyage, thai Mr. Sticliliii's map
must be erroneous; and he had tlie honour of restoring

the Aniericun continent to that space which the geogra-
pher now mentioned had occupied with his imaginary island

of Alaschka.

From the Bay of St. Lawrence, belonging to the coun-

try of the Tschutski, our navigators sreer<^d, on the 11th,

to the east, in order to get nearer to the coast of America.
After that, proceeding to the north, they reached, on the

17ih, the latitude of 70^ 33'. On this day, a brigiitnesa

was perceived in the northern horizon, like that which is

reflected from ice, and is commonly called the blink.

This was at first but little noticed, from a supposition that

there was no probabilitj' of meeting with ice so soon: and
yet the sharpness of the air, and the gloominess of the

weather, had, for two or three days past, seemed to indi-

cate a sudden change. In about an hour's time, the sight

of a large field of ice left Capiain Cook no longer in doubt

with regard to the cause of the brightness of the horizon.

The ships, in the same afternoon, being then in the lati-

tude of 70"' 41', were close to the edge of the ice, and not

able to stand on any farther. On the ISth, when the ves-

sels were in the latitude of 70^ 44', the ice on the side of

them was as compact as a wall, and was judged to be at

least ten or twelve feet in height. Farther to the north,

it appeared to be much higher. Its surface was extremely

rugged, and in dirterent places there were seen upon it

pools of water. A prodigious number of sea horses lay

upon the ice; and some of them, on the nineteenth, were
procured for food, there being at this time a want of fresh

provisions. When the animals were brought to the ves-

sels, it was no small disappointment to many of tlie sea-

men, who had feasted their eyes for several days with the

prospect of eating them, to find that thev were not sea-

cows, as they had suppo.-^ed, but sea-horses. This disap-

pointment would not have been occasioned, or the differ-

ence known, had there not happened to be one or two sai-

lors on board who had been in Greenland, and who de-

clared what these animals were, and that it never was
customary to eat of them. Such, however, was the anxiety

for a change of diet, as to overcome this prejudice. Qui
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voyagers lived i.']ion the sea-horses ;is loiiir as tlioy lasted

and there were few who did not prefer therii tu the salt

meat
Captain Cook continued, to the 29lh, to traverse the

Icy sea beyond Beering's Strait, in various directions, aiid

tlifough numberless obstructions and difficulties. Every
day the ice increased, so as to preclude all hopes of at-

taining, at least during the present year, the grand object

of the voyage. Indeed, the season was now so far ad-

vanced, and the time in v.hich the frost was e.vpected to

set in was so near at hand, that it would have been totally

inconsistent with prudence, to have made any farther at-

tempts, till the ne.xt summer, at .finding a passage into the

Atlantic. The attention, therefore, of our commander
was now directed to otiier important and necessary con-

cerns. It was of great consequence to meet with a place

where our navigators might be supplied uilh wood and
water. But the point which principall\' occupied the cap-

Iain's thoughts was, how he should spend the winter, so

as to make some improvenients in geography and naviga-

tion, and, at the same time, to be in a condition to return

lo the north, in further search of a passage, in the ensuing

summer.
Before Captain Cook proceeded far to the south, he

employed a considerable time in examining the sea an<i

toasts in the neighbourhood of Beering's Strait, both on
the side of Asia and America. In this examination, he

ascertained the accuracy of Beering, so far as he went;
demonstrated the errors with whicii StU-'Vlin's map of the

New Morthern Archipelago abounds; and made large ad-

ditions to the geographical knowledge of this part of the

world. "It reflects, "as Mr. Coxe justly observes, " the

highest honour even on the linlish name, that our great

navigator extended his discoveries much farther in one
expedition, and at so great a distance from the point of
his departure, than the Russians accomplished in a long
series of years, and in parts belonging or contiguous to

their own empire."
On the 2d of October, our voyagers came within sight

of the island of Oonalashka, and anchored the next d.iy

in Samganoodha harbour. Here the first concern was to

put the spips under the necessary repair; and, whii« the

Vol. II.
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carpenters were employed in this business, one tliird of

the people had permission, by turns, to go and collcjl tl.c

berrjes with which the island abounds, and which, thougli

now beginning to be in a state of decay, did not a little

contribute, in conjunction with spruce-beer, eirectually to

eradicate every seed of the scurvy, that miglit exist in

either of the vessels. Such a supply of fish v\as like«i>e

procured, as not only served for present consumption, b.it

afforded a quantity to be carried out to sea; so that henio
a considerable saving was made of the pro\isions of the

ships, which was at this time an object of no small im-

portance.

Captain Cook, on the 8th, received by the hands of an
Oonalashka, man, named Derramoushk, a very singul ir

present, which was that of a rye loaf, or rather a pie in

the form of a loaf, for it enclosed some salmon, highly

seasoned with pepper. This man had a like present f.)r

Captain Gierke, and a note for each of the two cap;ain>',

written in a character which none on board could undet-

stand. It was natural to suppose, that the presents came
from some Russians in the neighbourhood; and therefore

a few bottles of rum, wine, and porter, were sent to the>e

unknown friends in return; it being rightly judged, that

such articles would be more acceptable than any thing

besides which it was in the power of our navigators to b*^;-

stow. Corporal Lediard of the marines,* an intelligc.it

* This corporal Lediard is an extraordiiiarv man, somethiji^
of whose historv cannot fail of being entfrtaiiiing to my readers,

lu the winter of 1786, he set out on the singular undertaking i.f

walking across the continent of America; for the accoinplis!i-

mant of which purpose, he deiennmed to travel by the way of
Siberia, and to procure a passage from that country to the oppo-
site American coast. Being an American bv birth, and having
no means of raising the money necessary for his expenses, a

subscription was raised for him by Sir Joseph Banks, and some
other gentlemen, amounting, in the whole, to a little more than
fifty pounds. With this sum he proceeded to Hamburgh, from
which place he went to Copenhagen, and thence to Feiersburgh,

where he arrived in the beginning of March, 1787. In his jour-

ney from Copenhagen to Petersburgh, finding that the gulph of
Bothnia was not frozen over, he was obliged to walk round the
whole of it, by Tornado. At Petersburgh, he staid till the 21.-it

of May, when he obtained leave to accompany a convoy of mi!i-

t.iry stores, which at that time was proceeding to Mr. Billings
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niari; was, at the same timo, directed to accompany Dorra-
moushk, for the purpose of gaining farther information,

and with orders, if he met with any Russians, that he
should endeavour to make them understand that our voy-
agers were Enghshmen, and the friends and alhes of their

nation. On the 10th, the corporal returned with three

Russian seamen, or furriers, who with several others, re-

sided at Egoochshac, where they had a dwelling-house,

some storehouses, and a sloop of about thirty tons bur-

den. One of these men was either master or mate of this

\-essel; another of them wrote a very good hand, and was
acquainted with figures: and all of them were sensible

and well-behaved persons, who were ready to give Cap-

who had been his shipm;ite in Captain Cook's voyage, and who
was then emploved by the empress of Russia, for the purpose of
making discoveries in Siberia, and on the north-west coast of
America. With this convoy Mr. Lediard set out, and in August
reached the city of Irkutsk in .Siberia. After that, he proceeded
to the town of Yakutsk, where he met with Captain Billings.

From this place he went back to Irkutsk, to spend a part of the
Winter; proposing, in the spring, to return to Ycdtutsk, in order

to proceed in the summer to Okotsk.
Hitherto, Mr. Lediard had srone on prosperously, and flattered

himself with the hopes of succeeding in his undertaking. But,

in January last, (1788,) in consequence of an express from the
empress, he was arrested, and, in half an hour's time, carried

away, under the guard of two soldiers and an officer, in a post

fledge, for Moscow, without his clothes, monev, or papers.

From Moscow he was conveyed to the city of Moialotf in

White Russia, and thence to the town of Tolochin in Poland.

There he was informed, that her majesty's orders were, that he
was never to enter her dominions again without her express per-

mission. During all this time, he suffered the greatest hardships,

from sickness, fatigue, and want of rest ; so that he was almost
reduced to a skeleton. From Tolochin he made his way to

Konigsberg ; having had, as he says, a miserable journey, in a

miserable country, in a miserable season, in miserable health,

and a miserable purse • and disappointed of his darling enter-

prise. Mr. Lediard informs .Sir Joseph Banks, to whom he sent

from time to time, a full account of his transactions, that, though
he had been retarded in his pursuits bv malice, he had not trav-

elled totally in vain ; his observations in Asia bewig, perhaps, as

complete as a longer visit would have rendered them. From his

last letter it appears, that he proposed to return, as speedily as

possible, from Konigsberg to England.
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tain Cook every possible decree of information. The
great difRculty, in the reception and communication of in-

telligence; arose from the want of an interpreter. On
the 14fh, a Russian landed at Oonalaslika, whose name
was Erasim Gregorioff Sin Ismyloff, and who was the

principal person among his countrymen in this and the

neighbouring islands. Besides the intelligence wliich our

commander derived from his conversations with Ismyloff,

and which were carried on by signs, assisted by figures

and other characters, he obtained from tiim the sight of

two charts, and was permitted to copy them. Both of

them were manuscripts, and bore everj' mark of authen-
ticity. The first included the Penshinskian Sea; the coast

of Tartary, down to the latitude of 41*^; the Curil islands;

and the peninsula of Kamtskatka. But it was the second
chart that was the most interesting to Captain Cook; for

it comprehended all the discoveries inade by the Russians

to the eastward of Kamtschatka, towards America; which,

however, exclusively of the voyages of Beering and Tsche-

rikoff, amounted to little or nothing. Indeed, all the

people with whom the captain conversed at Oonalaslika,

agreed in assuring him, over and over again, that they

knew of no other islands, besides those which were laid

down upon this chart: and that no Russians had ever seen

any part of the continent of America to the northward,

excepting that which lies opposite to the country of the

Tschutskis.

When, on the 21st, Mr. Ismyloff took his final leave of

the English navigators, our commander intrusted to his

care a letter to the lords commissioners of the admiralty,'

in which was enclosed a chart of all the northern coasts

the captain had visited. It was expected, that there would
be an opportunity of sending this letter, in the ensuing

spring, to Kamtschatka or Okotsk, and that it would reach

Petersburgh during the following winter. Mr. Ismyloff.

who faithfully and successfully discharged the trust our

commander had reposed in him, seemed to possess abili-

ties, that might entitle him to a higher station in life than

that which h", occupied. He had a considerable know-
ledge of astronom)', and was acquainted with the most

useful branches of the mathematics. Captain Cook made
him a present of an Hadley's octant; and, though it was
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probably the first he had ever seen, he understood, in a
very short time, the various uses to which that instrument

can be applied.

While the ships lay at Oonalashka, our voyagers did

not neorlect to make a diligent inquiry into the produc-

tions of the island, and the general manners of the inhab-

itants. On these, as being in a great measure similar to

objects which have already been noticed, it is not neces-

sary to enlarge. There is one circumstance, however, so

honourable to the natives, that it must not be omitted.

They are, to all appearance, the most peaceable and in-

olTensive people our commander had ever met with; aud,

with respect to honesty, they might serve as a pattern to

countries, that are in the highest state of civilization. A
doubt is suggested, whether this disposition ma)' not have
been the consequence of their present subjection to the

Russians. From the affinity which was found to subsist

between the dialects of the Greenlanders and Esquimaux,
and those of the inhabitants of Norton's Sound and Oona-
lashka, there is strong reason to believe, that all these na-
tions are of the same extraction; and, if that be the case,

the existence of a northern communication of some kuid,

by sea, between the west side of America and the east

side, through Baffin's Bay, can scarcely be doubted ; which
communication, nevertheless, may effectually be shut up
against ships, by ice and other impediments.

While the vessels lay in Samganoodha harbour, Captain
Cook exerted his usual diligence in making nautical and
astronomical observations. All things, on the 26th, hav-
ing been gotten ready for his departure, he put to sea on
that day, and sailed for the Sandwich Islands; it being his

intention to spend a few months there, and then to direct

his course to Kamtschatka, so as to endeavour to reach
that country by the middle of May, in the ensuing sum-
mer.

On the 26th of November, when the ships had proceed-
ed southward till they came to the latitude of 20'^ 55',

land was discovered, which proved to be an island of the

name of Mowee, that had not hitherto been visited. It

is one of the group of the Sandwich Islands. As it was
of the last importance to procure a supply of provisions

at these island.-^, and experience had taught our commander.
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that he could liave had no chance of succeeding inhisobject,

if it were left to every man's discretion to traffic for what
he pleased, and in what manner he pleased; the captain

published an order, prohibiting all persons from trading,

excepting such as should be appointed by himself and
Caplain Clerks. Even these persons were enjoined to

tr.ule only for provisions and refreshments. While our
navigators lay off Mowee, which was for some days, a
fiicndly intercourse was maintained with the inhabitants.

Another island was discovered on the 30(h, which is

called by the natives Owhyhee. As it appeared to be of
greater extent and importance than any of the islands

\ihich had yet been visited in this part of the world. Cap-
tain Cook spent nearly seven weeks in sailing round, and
3\amining its coasts. Whilst he was thus employed, the

inhabitants came off, from time to time, in their canoes,
and readily engaged in traffic with our voyagers. In the

conduct of this business, the behaviour of the islanders

was more entirely free from suspicion and reserve than our
commander had ever yet experienced. Not even the peo-
ple of Otaheite itself, with whom he had been so inti-

mately and repeatedly connected, had displayed such a
full confidence in the integrity and good treatment of the

English.

Among the articles procured from the natives, was a

quantity of sugar-cane. Upon a trial. Captain Cook founo

that a strong decoction of it produced a very palatable

beer; on which account, he ordered some more to ba

brewed, for general use. When, however, the barrel was
broached, not one of the crew would taste of the liquor.

As the captain had no motive in preparing this beverage,
but that of sparing the rum and other spirits for a colder

climate, he did not exert either authority or persuasion to

prevail upon the men to change their resolution; for he
knew, that there was no danger of the scurvy, so long as

a plentiful supply could be obtained of diSerent vegeta-

bles. Nevertheless, that he might not be disappointed in

his views, he gave orders that no grog should be served in

the ships; and he himself, together with the officers, con-

tinued to make use of the sugar-cane beer, which was
much improved by the addition of a few hops, which
chanced to be still on board. There could be no reasona-
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Die doubt of its being a very \\ho!e?oine liquor; and yet

the inconsiderate crew alleged that it would be injurious

to their health. No people are more averse to every kind

of innovation than seamen, and their prejudices are ex-

tremely difficult to be conquered. It was, however, by
acting contrary to these prejudices, and by various devia-

tions from established practice, that Captain Cook had
been enabled to preserve his men from that dreadful dis-

temper, the scurvy, which, perhaps, has destroyed more
of our sailors, in their peaceful voyages, than have fallen

by the enemy in military expeditions.

As the captain was pursuing his examination of the

coast of Owhvhee,it having fallen calm at one o'clock in

the morning of the I9th of December, the Resolution was
let't to the mercy of a north-easterly swell, which im-

pelled her fast towards the land; so that, long before day-

break, lights were seen from the land, which were not

more than a league distant. The night, at the same time,

was dark, with thunder, lightning, and rain. As soon as

t was light, a dreadful surf, within half a league of the

vessel, appeared breaking from the shore; and it was evi-

dent, that our navigators had been in the most perilous

situation: nor was the danger yet over; for, in consequence
of the veering of the wind, they were but just able to

keep their distance from the coast. What rendered their

situation more alarming, was, that a rope of the main-top

sail having given way, this occasioned the sail to be rent

in two. In the same manner, the two top-gallant sails gave
way, though they were not half worn out. However, a
favourable opportunity was seized of getting others to the

yards; and the Resolution again proceeded in safety.

On the 16th of January, 1779, canoes arrived in such
numbers from all parts, that there were not fewer than a

thousand about the two ships, most of them crowded with
people, and well laden with hogs and other productions
of tiie island. It was a satisfactory proof of their friendly

intentions, that there was not a single person amongst
them w!io had with him a weapon of an)- kind; trade and
curiosity alone appeared to be the moti\8s which actuated
their conduct. Among such multitudes, however, as, at

times, were on board, it will not be deemed surprising,

that some should betray a thievish disposition. One of

22
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iliem took out uf i!ie Resolution a uoal's rudder; and
made off with it so speedily, tliai it could not be recovercil.

Captain Cook judijed I ins lo be a favourable opportuniiv

of showing theise people llie use of lire-arms; and accord-
ingly lie ordered two or three muskets, and as many foui--

pounders, to be fired over the canoe, wlueh carried off the

rudder. It not being intended thift any of the shot shoiihl

lake effeet.the surrounding multitude of the nati\es seem-
ed to be more surprised than terrified.

Mr. Bligh, having been sent to examine a neighbouring
b ly, reported, on his return, that it hud good anchorage
and t'resh water, and that it was in an accessible situation.

Into this bay, therefore, the captain resolved to carry tlie

ships, in order to relit, and to obtain every refreshment
which the place could afford. As night approached, tiie

greater part of the Indians retired on shore; but numbers
of them requested permission to sleep on board; in which
request, curiosity (at least with regard to several of them)
was not their sole motive; for it was found, the next morn-
ing, that various things were missing; on which account,
our commander determined not to entertain so many per-

sons another night.

On the 17th, the ships came to an anchor in the bay
which had been examined by Mr. Bligh, and which is

called Karakakooa by the inhabitants. At this time, tlie

vessels continued to be much crowded with natives, and
were* surrounded with a multitude of canoes. Captain
Cook, in the whole course of his voyages, had never seen
so numerous a body of people assembled in one place.

For, besides those who had come off to the English in

their canoes, all the shore of the bay was covered with

.spectators, and many hundreds were swimming round the

ships like shoals of fish. Our navigators could not avoid

being greatly impressed with the singularity of this scene;

and perhaps there were few on board that now lamented
the want of success which had attended the endeavours
of getting homeward, the last summer, by a northern pas-

sage. "To this disappointment," says the captain, " we
owed our having it in our power to revisit the Sandwich
Islands, and to enrich our voyage with a discovery, which,
though the last, 8eemed, in many respects, to bo the most
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iiiipoilant tliat had hitherto been made by Europeans,

iJiroughout the extent of the Pacific Ocean."

Such is the sentence that concludes our commander's

journal: and the satisfaction with which this sentence ap-

pears to have been written, cannot fail of striking the mind

of every reader. Little did Captain Cook then imagine,

that a discovery which promised to add no small honoar

lo his name, and to be productive of very agreeable con-

sequences, should be so fatal in the result. Little did he

tlimk, that the island of Owhyhee was destined to be the

hist scene of his exploits, and the cause of his destruction.

The reception which the captain met with from the na-

tives, on his proceeding to anchor in Karakakooa Bay,

was flattering in the highest degree. They came off from

the shore in astonishing numbers, and expressed their joy

by singing and shouting, and by exhibiting a variety of

wild and extravagant gestures. Pareea, u young man of

great authoritv, and Kaneena, another chief, had already

attached themselves to our commander, and were very

useful in keeping their countrymen from being trouble-

some.
During the long cruize of our navigators off the island

of Owiiyhee, the inhabitants had almost universally be-

haved with great fairness and honesfy in their dealings,

and had not shown the slightest propensity to theft: and

this Has a fact the more extraordinary, as those with

whom our people had hitherto maintained any intercourse,

were of the lowest rank, being either servants or fisher-

men. But, after the arrival of the Resolution and Dis-

covery in Karakakooa Bay, the case was greatly altered.

The immense crowd of islanders that blocked up every

part of the ships, not only afforded frequent opportunities

of pilfering without risk of detection; but held out, even
if they should be detected, a prospect of escaping with

impunity, from the superiority of their numbers to that of

the English. Another circumstance, to which the altera-

tion in the conduct of the natives might be ascribed, arose

from the presence and encouragement of their chiefs, into

whose possession the booty might be traced, and whom
there was reason to suspect of being the instigators of the

depredations that were committed.

Soon after the Resolution had gotten into her station,

Vol. II.
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Parena and Kaneena brought on board a third chief,

mined Koah, who was represented as being a priest, and
a-! having, in his early youth, been a distinguished warrior,

la the evening, Captain Cook, attended by Mr. Bayley
and Mr. King, accompanied Koah on shone. Upon this

occasion, the captain was received with very peculiar and
extraordinary ceremonies; with ceremonies that indicated

vhe liighest respect on the part of the natives, and which,
indeed, seeined to fall little short of adoration.

One priticipal object that engaged our commander's at-

tention at Ovvhyhee, was the salting of hogs for sea-store;

in w liich, his success was far more complete than had been
attained in any former attempt of the same kind. It does

not appear, that experiments relative to this subject had
been made by the navigators of any nation before Cap-
tain Cook. His first trials were in 1774, during his second
voyage round the world; when his success, though very

imperfect, was, nevertheless, sufficient to encourage his

further eflbrts, in a matter of so much importance. As
the present voyage was likely to be protracted a year be-

yond the time for which the ships were victualled, he was
nnder a necessity of providing, by some such methods, for

the subsistence of the crews, or of relinquishing the pro-

secution of his discoveries. Accordingly, he lost no op-

portunity of renewing his attempts; and the event answer-
ed his most sanguine expectations. Captain King brought

home with him some of the pork, which was pickled at

Owhyhee in January, 1779; and, upon its being tasted by
several persons in England about Christmas, 1780, it was
found to be perfectly sound and wholesome. It seemed
to be destined, that in every instance Captain Cook should

e.xcel all who had gone before him, in promoting the pur-

poses of navigation.

On the 26th, the captain had his first interview with

Terreeoboo, the king of the island. The meeting was
conducted with a variety of ceremonies, among which,

the custom of making an exchange of names, which,

amongst all the islanders of the Pacific Ocean is the strong-

est pledge of friendship, was observed. When the for-

malities of the interview were over, our commander car-

ried Terreeoboo, and as many chiefs as the pinnace could

hold J on board the Resolution. They were received, on
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Ibis occasion, with every mark of respect ihat coulj be
shown iheni; and, in return for a beautiful and splendid

feathered cloak wliich the king had bestowed on Captain
Cook, the captain put a Inien shirt on his majesty, and
girt his own hanger round him.

In the progress of the intercourse which was mamtained
between our voyagers and the natives, the quiet and inof-

fensive behaviour of the latter, took away every appre-
hension of danger; so that the English trusted themselves

among them at- all times, and in all situations. The in-

stances of kindness and civilitv which our people experi-

enced from them were so numerous, that they could not

easily be recounted. A society of priests, in particular,

displayed a generosity and munificence, of which no equal
example had hitherto been given; for they furnished a

constant supply of hogs and vegetables to our navigators,

without ever demanding a return, or even hinting at it in

the most distant manner. All this was said to be done al

the expense of a great man among them, who was at the

head of their bodv, whose name was Kaoo, and who on
other occasions manifested his attachment to the English

There was not always so m'jch reason to be satisfied wiih

the conduct of the warrior chiefs, or earees, as with that

of the priests. Indeed, the satisfaction that was derived

from the usual gentleness and hospitality of the inhabit-

ants, was frequently interrupted by the propensity of
many of them to stealing; and this circumstance was the

more distressing, as it sometimes obliged our commander
and the other officers to have recourse to acts of severity,

which they would willingly have avoided, if the necessity

of the case had not absolutely called for them.
Though the kind and liberal behaviour of the natives

continued without remission, Terreeoboo, and his chiefs,

began at length to be very inquisitive about the time in

which our voyagers were to take their departure. No\\
will this be deemed surprising, when it is considered, that

during sixteen days in which the English had been in the

bay of Karakakooa, they had made an enormous con-
sumption of hogs and vegetables. It did not appear,
however, that Terreeoboo had any other view in his

inquiries, than a desire of making sufficient prepara-
t'.oa for dismissing our navigators with presents, suitable
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to the respect and kindness towards them which he had
always displayed. For, on his being informed, that they

were to leave the island in a day or two, it was observed,

that a kind of proclamation was immediatelj' made
through the villages, requiring the people to bring in their

hogs and vegetal)les, for the king to present to the orono,*

on his quitting the country. Accordingly, on the 3d of

February, being the day preceding the time which had
been fixed for the sailing of the ships, Terreeoboo invited

Captain Cook and Mr. King to attend him to the place

where Kaoo resided. On their arrival, they found the

ground covered with parcels of cloth, at a small distance

from which lay an immense quantity of vegetables; and
near them was a large herd of hogs. At the close of

the visit, a greater part of the cloth, and the whole of

the hogs and vegetables, were given by Terreeoboo to the

captain and Mr. King; who were astonished at the value

and magnificence of the present; for it far exceeded every

thing of the kind which they had seen either at the

Friendly or Society Islands. Mr. King had in so high a

degree conciliated the affections, and gained the esteem

of tiie inhabitants of Owhyhee, that, with offers of tiie

most flattering nature, he was strongly solicited to remain

in the country. Terreeoboo and Kaoo waited upon Cap-
tain Cook, whose son they supposed Mr. King to be, u ith

a formal request, that he might be left behind. To avoid

giving a positive refusal to an offer which was so kindly

intended, the captain told them, that he could not part

with Mr. King at that time, but that, on his return to the

island in the next year, he would endeavour to settle the

matter to their satisfaction.

Early on the 4th, the ships sailed out of Karahakooa
Bay, being followed by a large number of canoes. It

was our commander's design, before he visited the other

islands, to finish the survey of Owhyhee, in hopes of meet-
ing with a road better sheltered than the bay he had just

left. In case of not succeeding in this respect, he pur-

posed to take a view of the south-east part of Mowee,
where he was mformed that he should find an excellent

harbour.

* Orono was a title of high honour, which was bestowed on
Captain Cook.
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Tlie *icu:ii«tuiue3 which brought Captain Cook back
to Karakakooa Bay, and the unhappy consequences that

foiJowed, I shall give from Mr. SamwelTs narrative of his

death. This narrative was in the most obliging manner,
communicated to me in manuscript, by Mr. Samwell, with
entire liberty to make such use of it as I should judge
proper. Upon a perusal of it, its importance struck me
iii so strong a light, that I wished to have it separately

laid before the world. Accordingly, with Mr. Samwell's
t- incurrence, I procured its publication, that, if any ob-
jections should be made to it, I might be able to notice

li.tMii in my own work. As the narrative hath continued
fur more than two years unimpeached and uncontradicted,

1 L.sieem myself fully authorized to insert it in this place,

ii- containing the most complete and authentic account of
lie melancholy catastrophe, which, at O^hyhee, befell

o :r illustrious navigator and conmiander.
" On the 6th, we were overtaken by a gale of wind;

r.iid the next night, the Resolution had the misfortune of
sjiringiiig the head of her foremast, in such a dangerous
i:i:!iii!er, that Captain Cook was obliged to return to Ke-
r i.:iegooah,* in order to have it repaired; for we could
llnd no other convenient harbour on the Island. The same
•rale had occasioned much distress among some canoes,
tiiat had paid us a visit from the shore. One of them,
with two men and a child on board, was picked up by the
Resolution, and rescued from destruction: the men, hav-
ing toiled hard all night, in attempting to reach the land,

were so much exhausted, that they could hardly rncunt
the ship's side. When they got upon the quarter-deck,
they burst into fears, and seemed much affected with the
dangerous situation from which they had escaped; but the
ijttle child appeared lively and cheerful. One of the Res-
olution's boats was also so fortunate, as to save a man and

* It is proper here to take notice, that Mr. Samwell spells the
n-imes of several persons and places difterently from what is

clone in the history of the voyage. For instance,

Karakakooa he calls Ke, rag, e, goo, ah,

Terreeoboo Kariopoo,
Kowrowa Kavaroah,
Kn.nf^ecab arcca Kaneekapo, herei,

Millhi iiiaiha Ka, mea, mea.
Vol.. II.
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iwo women, whose canoe had been upset by the violence

of the waves. They were brought on board, and, with

the others, partook of tlie kindness and humanity of Cap-
lain Cook.

" On the morning of Wednesday, the 10th, we were
within a few miles of the harbour; and were soon joined

by several canoes, in w hich appeared many of our old ac-

quaintance, who seemed to have come to welcome ua

.

back. Among them was Coo, aha, a priest: he had
brought a small pig, and some cocoa-nuts in his hand,
which, afier having chanted a few sentences, he presented
to Captain Clerke. He then left us, and hastened on board
the Resolution, to peiform the same friendly ceremony be-

fore Captain Cook. Having but light winds all that day,
we could not gain the liarbour. In the afternoon, a chief

of the first rank, and nearly related to Kariopoo, paid us

a visit on board the Discovery. His name was Ka, mea,
niea: he was dressed in a very rich feathered cloak, which
ne seemed to have brought for sale, but would part with

it for nothing except iron daggers. These, the chiefs, some
ime before our departure, had preferred to every other

article; for, having received a plentiful supply of hatchets

and other tools, they began to collect a store of warlike
jnstruments. Kameamea procured nine daggers for his

cloak; and, being pleased with his. reception, he and his

attendants slept on board that night.

"In the morning of the 11th February, the ships an-

chored again in Keragegooah bay, and preparation was
iniTiediately made for landing the Resolution's foremast.

We were visited but by fe.v of the Indians, because there

were but few in the bay. On our departure, those belong-

ing to other parts had repaired to their several habitations,

and were again to collect from various quarters, before we
could expect to be surrounded by such multitudes as we
had once seen in that harbour. In the afternoon, I walked
about a mile into the country, to visit an Indian friend,

who had, a few days before, come near twenty miles, in

a small canoe, to see me, while the ship lay becalmed.
As the canoe had not left us long before a gale of wind
came on, I was alarmed for the consequence: however, I

had the pleasure to find, that my friend had escaped i;;i-

hurt, though not without soine difficulties. I take noine
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of this sliort excursion, merely because it afforded me an
opportuni'y of observing, tlmt tliuie ap]ieared no change
in the disposition or behaviour of t)ie inhabitants. I saw
nothing that could induce me to think, tliat they were dis-

pleased with our return, or jealous of the intention of our

second visit. On the contrary-, that abundant good na-
ture, which had always characterized them, seemed still

to glow in every bosom, and to animate every counte-

nance.

"The next day, February the 12th, the ships were put

under a taboo, by the chiefs; a solemnity, it seems, that

was requisite to be observed, before Kariopoo, the king,

paid his first visit to Captain Cook, after his return. He
waited upon him the same dav', on board the Resolution,

attended by a large train, some of which bore the pre-

sents designed 'or Captain Cook; who received him in his

usual friendly manner, and gave him se\eral articles in re-

turn. This amicable ceremony being settled, the taboo
was dissolved; matters went on in the usual train; and the

next day, February the 13th, we were visited by the na-

tives in great numbers: the Resolution's mast was landed,

and the astronomical observatories erected on their for-

mer situation. I landed, with another gentleman, at the

town of Kavaroah, where we fjund a great number of
canoes, just arrived from different parts of the island, and
tiie Indians busy in constructing temporary huts on the

beach, for their residence during the stay of the ships.

On our return on board the Discovery, we learned, that

an Indian had been detected in stealing the armourer's

tongs from the forge, for which he received a pretty se-

vere flogging, and was sent out of the ship. Notwith-
standing the example made of this man, in the afternoon,

another had the audacity to snatch the tongs and a chis-

sel from the same place, with which he jumped overboard,

and swam for the shore. The master and a midshipman
were instantly despatched after him, in the small cutter.

The Indian, seeing himself pursued, made for a canoe;

his countrymen took him on board, and paddled as swift

as they could towards the shore; we tired several miiskels

at them, but to no effect, for they soon got out of the

reach of our shot. Pareah, one of the chiefs, who was
at til It time on board the Discovery, understanding what
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had Iiappened, immediately went ashore, promising to

bring ba'k the stolen goods. Our boat was so far dis-

tanced, in chasing the canoe which had taken the thief

on board, that he had time to make liis escape into the

cotmtry. Captain Cook, who was then ashore, endea-
voured to intercept his landing; but, it seems, that be v.ss

led out of the way by some of the natives, who had offi-

ciously intruded tiienifeives as guides. As the master was
approaching near tlie landing-place, he was met by some
of the Indians in a canoe: they had brought back the

tongs and chissel, together with another article, that ue
had not missed, which happened to be the lid of the v. a-

ler-ca?k. Haviiig recovered these things, he was return-

ing on board, when he was met by the Resolution's pin-

nace, with fne men in her, who, without any orders, had
come from the obseri'atories to his a.ssistance. Being thus

unexpectedly reinforced , he thought himself strong enoiigb

to insist upon having the thief, or the canoe which took

hitn in, delivered up as reprisals. With that view he turn-

ed back; and having found the canoe on the beach, he
\i as preparing to launch it into the water, ^hen Pareah
made his appearance, and insisted upon his not taking it

away, as it was his property. The officer not regarding

him, the chief .'seized upoti him, pinioned his arms behind,

and held him by the hair of his head; on which one of the

sailors struck him with an oar: Pareah instantly quitted

the officer, snatched the oar out of the man's hand, and
snapped it in two across his knee. At length the multi-

tude began to attack our people with stones. They made .

some resi.'^tance, but «ere soon overpowered, and obliged

to swim for safety to the small cutter, which lay farther

out than the pinnace. The officers, not being expert

swimmers, retreated to a small rock in the water, where
they were closely pursued by the Indians. One man darted

a broken oar at the master; but his foot slipping at the

time, he missed him, which fortunately saved that officer's

lit'e. At last, Pareah interfered, and put an end to their

violence. The gentlemen, knowing that his presence was
their only defence against the fury of the natives, en-

treated him to stay with them, till they could get off in

the boats; but that he refused, and left them. Tlie mas-
ter went to seek assistance from the party at the observa-
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(orie?; but the midshipman chose to reimin in the pinnace.

He was very rudely treated by the mob, who pkindered

the boat ofevery thing that was loose on board, -ind then be-

giii to knock her to pieces, for the sake of tlie iron-work;

bat Pareah fortunately returned in time to prevent her de-
struction. He had met the other gentleman on his way
to the observatories, and, suspecting his errand, had forced

him to r.oturn. He dispersed the crowd again, and desired

the gentlemen to return on board: they represented, that

all the oars had been taken out of the boat; on which he

brought some of them back, and the gentleinen were glad
to get off, without farther molestation. Tiiey had not

proceeded far, before they were overtaken by Pareah, in

a canoe: he delivered the midshipman's cap, which had
been taken from him in the scuPdc, joined no^es with them,
in token of reconciliation, and was anxious to knov\' if

Captain Cook v.ould kill him for what had happened.
They assured him to the contrary, and made signs of friend-

ship to him in return. He then left them, and paddled
over to the town of Kavaroah, and that was the last time
we ever .saw him. Captain Cook returned on board soon
after, much displeased with the whole of this disagreeable

business, and the »E.n-.e night sent a lieutenant on board
he Discovery to learn the particulars of it, as it had ori-

f.finafed in that ship.

" It was remarkable, that in the midst of the hurry and
( onfusion attending this affair, Kanynah (a chief who had
jilways been on terms particularly friendly with us) came
( om the spot where it happened, with a ho<r to seii on
I oard the Discovery: it was of an extraordinary large size,

.ind he deiuanded for it a pahowa, or dagger, of an iinu-

j- i:il length. He pointed to us, that it must be as long as

1 is arm. Captain Clerko not havinor one of that lenu;th,

I )ld him, he would get one made for him bv the morning;
' 'ilh which being sitisfied, he left the hog, and went ashore
• /i.'hout making any stay with us. It will not be altogether

( )reign to the subject, to mention a circumstance, I hat
' appened to-day on board the Resolution. An Indian

> liief asked Captai.i Cook, at his table, if he was a Tata
Foa ; which means a fighting man, or a soldier. Being
answered in the atfirmative, he de«ired to see his wounds.
Captain Cook lield out his right hand, which had a scar
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upon it, dividing the thumb from the finger, the whole
length ot' the metacarpal bones. The Indian, being thus

convinced of his being a Toa, put the same question to

another gentleman present, but he happened to have
none of those distinguishing marks: the chief then said,

that he himself was a Toa, and showed the scars of

some wounds he had received in battle. Those who
were on duty at the observatories, were disturbed, during

the night, with shrill and melancholy sounds, issuing from
tiie adjacent villages, which they took to be the lamenta-
tions of the women. Perhaps the quarrel between us

miijht have filled their minds with apprehensions for the

safety of their husbands: but, be that as it may, their

niournful cries struck the sentinels with unusual awe and
terror.

" To widen the breach between us, seme of the Indians,

in the night, took away the Discovery's large cutter, which
lay swamped at the buoy of one of her anchors: ttiey had
carried her oft' so quietly that we did not miss her till the

morning, Sunday, February the 14ih. Captain Gierke lost

no time in waiting upon Captain Cook, to acquaint him
with the accident: he returned on board with orders for

the launch and small cutler, to go, under the command of

the second lieutenant, and lie otT the east point of the bay,

in order to intercept all canoes that might attempt to get

out; and, if he found it necessary, to fire upon them. At
the same time, the third lieutenant of the Resolution, with

the launch and small cutter, was sent on the same ser-

vice, to the opposite point of the bay; and the master

was despatched in the large cutter, in pursuit of a doubfe

canoe, already under sail, making the best of her way out

of the harbour. He soon came up with her, and by firing

a few muskets, drove her on shore, and the Indians left

her: this happened to be the canoe of Omea, a man who
bore the title of Orono. He was on board himself, and
it would have been fortunate, if our people had secured

him, for his person was held as sacred as that ol the king.

During this time. Captain Cook w as preparing to go ashore

himself, at the tov\n of Kavaroah, in order to secure the

pcj-son of Kariopoo, before he should have time to with-

draw himself to another part of the island, out of our

reach. This appeared the most effectual step that could
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be taken on tlie present occasion, for the recovery of tha

boat. It was the measure he had invariably pursued, in

similar cases, at other islands in these seas, and it had
always been attended with the desired success: in fact, it

would be difficult to point out any other mode of pro-

ceeding on these emergencies, likely to attain the ob-
ject in view: we had reason to suppose, that the king

and his attendants had fled when the alarm was first

given: in that case, it was Captain Cook's intention to

secure the large canoes which were hauled up on the

beach. He left the ship about seven o'clock, attended

by the lieutenant of marines, a serjeant, corporal, and
seven private men : the pinnace's crew were also

armed, and under the command of Mr. Roberts. As
they rowed towards the shore. Captain Cook ordered

the launch to leave her station at the west point of the

bay, in order to assist his own boat. This is a circum-

stance worthy of notice; for it clearly shows, that he was
not unapprehensive of meeting with resistance from the

natives, or unmindful of the necessary preparations for

the safety of himself and his people. I will venture to

saj-, that, from the appearance of things just at that tiine,

there was not one, beside himself, who judged that such

precautions was absolutely requisite: so little did his con-
duct on this occasion, bear the marks of rashness, or a

precipitate self-confidence! He landed, with the marines,

at the upper end of the town of Kavaioah: the Indians

immediately flocked round, as usual, and showed him the

customary marks of respect, by prostrating themselves
before him.—There was no signs of hostilities, or much
alarm among them. Captain Cook, however, did not

seem willing to trust to appearances; but was particularly

attentive to the disposition of the marines, and to have
them kept clear of the crowd. He tlrst inquired for the

king's sons, two youths who were much attached to him,
and generally his companions on board. Messengers be-
ing sent for them, they soon came to him, and informing
him, that their father uas asleep, at a house not tar from
iLem, he accompanied them thither, and took the marines
ailing with them. As he passed alonor, the natives eery
where prostrated themselves before him, and seeuied to

have lost no part of that respect they had a' nays shown
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to bis person. He was joined by several cliief-^, aiiiong

\\ liom was Kanvnah, and liis brother Koohowrooah. Tlmy
kept the croud in order, accordinir lo their usual custom;

and, being -i<;norant of nis iiitention in coming on shore,

frequently aslvcd him, if he wanted any hogs, or other

provisions: he told ihem that he did not, and that his

business was to see the king. When he arrived at the

house, he ordered some of the Indians to go in, and in-

form Kar'opoo, that he waited without to speali with him.

They came out two or three times, and instead of retuiii-

ing any answer from I he king, presented some pieces of

red cloth to him, which made Captain Cook suspect that

lie «as not in the house; he therefore desired the lieuten-

ant of marines to go in. The lieutenant found the old

man just awaked from sleep, and seemingly alarmed at tlio

message; but he came out without hesitation. Captain

Cook took him by the hand, and in a friendly manner
asked him to go on board, to which he very readily con-

sented. Thus far matters appeared in a favourable train,

and the natives did not seem much alarmed or apprehen-
sive of hostility on our S'de; at which Captain Cook e.-c-

pressed himself a litlle surprised, saying, that as the in-

habitants of that town appeared innocent of stealing the

cutter, he should not molest them, but that he must get

the king on board. Kariopoo sat down before his door,

and was sm-rounded by a great crowd: Kanynah and his

brother were both very active in keeping order among
them. In a little time, however, the Indians were ob-

aorved arming themselves with long spears, clubs, and
daggers, and putting on thick mats, which they use as.

armour. This hostile appearance increased, and became
more alarming, on the arrival of two men in a canoe from
the opposite side of the bay, with the news of a chic)',

called Karecmo, having been killed by one of the Dis-

covery's boats. In their passage across, they had also

delivered this account to each of the ships. Upon that

information, the women, who were sitting upon the beach
at their breakfasts, and conversing familiarly with our

people in the boats, retired, and a confused murmur
.spread through the crowd An old priest came to Captaia

Cook with a cocoa-nur. m .i.s hand, which he held out to

liim as a present, at the same time singing very loud. Ha
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was often desired to be silent, but in vaip. : lie coniin-.ied

(tnportunate and troublesome, and there was no such tiii(;>;

us getting rid of him or !iis noise: it seemed as if he meant
lo divert their attention from his countrymen, who were
growing more tumultuous, and arming tliemselves in every
quarter. Captain Cook, being at the same time surround-

ed by a great crowd, thought his situation rather hazard-

ous: ho therefore ordered the lieutenant of marines to

march his small pirty to the water-side, where the bo.its

lay within a few yards of the shore: the Indians readily

made a lane for tliim to pass, and did not offer to inter-

rupt them. T!ie distance they had to go might be ah.out

tifsy or sixty yards; Captain Cook followed, having hold

of Kariopoo's hand, who accompanied him very wil-

lingly: he was attended by his wife, two sons, and several

chiefs. The troublesome old priest followed, making the
same savage • noise. Keowa, the younger son, went di-

rectly into the pinnace, expecting his fiither to follow; but
ju.sl as he arrived at tiie water-side, his wife threw Iier

arms about his neck, and with the assistance of t«o chiefs,

furccd him to sit down by the side of a double canoe
Captain Cook e.xpostulated with them, but to no purpose
tiiey would not sutler the king to proceed, telling him, that

lie would be put to death if iie went on board the ship.

Kariopoo, whose conduct seemed entirely resigned to t!>e

will of others, hung down his head, and appeared mucli
distressed.

" While the king was in this situation, a chief, well

knoun to us, of the name of Coho, was observed lurking

near, with an iron dagger, partly concealed under his

cloak, seemingly with the intention of stabbing Captain
Cook, or the lieutenant of marines. The latter proposed
to fire at him, but Captain Cook would not permit it.

Coho closing upon them, obliged the otiicer to strike him
with his piece, which made him retire. Another Indi

m

laid hold of the sergeant's musket, and endeavoured to

w-ench it from him, but was prevented by the lieutenani"d

making a blow at him. Captain Cook, seeing the tumult

increase, and the Indians gro-.ving more daring and reso-

lute, observed, that if he were to take the king oft' by
force, he could not do it without sacrificing the lives of
manv of his people. He then nnufu'd a little, and wa? on

\'o!. 11
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flic point of giving his orders to reimbark, \ilien a rmn
threw a stone at him; which he returned with a discharire

of smali sliot (with which one barrel of his double pier-e

was loaded.) The rr.an, having a thick mat before him,

received Ii4lle or no hurt: he brandished his spear, anrl

threatened to dart it at Captain Cook, who being still un
^villing to take away his life, instead of firing with ball,

knocked him down with his nrnsket. He exposluiated

strongly with tlie most forward of the cro^^•d, npon the'r

turbulent behaviour, he had given up all thoughts of

gc'ting the king on board, as it appeared impracticable;

and his care was then only to act on the defensive, and
to secure a safe embarkation for his small partv, which
was closely pressed by a body of several thousand people.

Keowa, the king's son, who was in the pinnace, being

alarmed on hearing the first firing, was, at his own cti

treaty, put on shore again: for even at that time, Mr. Ro
berts, who commanded her, did not apprehend tiiat C.ip-

tain Cook's person was in any danger: otherwise he

would have detained the prince; which, no doubt, would
have been a great check on the Indians. One man was
observed, behind a double canoe, in the act of dariinc his

spear at Captain Cook, who was forced to fire at hiiri ni

his own defence, but happened to kill another close to

liim, equally forward in the tumult: the sergeant observing

that he had missed the man he aimed at, received orders

to fire at him, which he did, and killed him. By this time,

the impetuosity of the Indians was somewhat repressed;

they fell back in a body, and seemed staggered: but being

pushed on by those behind, they returned to the charge,

and poured a volley of stones among the marines, w ho,

v\ithout waiting for orders, returned it with a general dis-

charge of musketry, which was instantly followed by a

fire irom the boats. At this Captain Cook was heard to

express his astonishment: he waved his hand to the boais,

called to them to cease firing, and to come nearer in to

re'.eive the marines. Mr. Roberts immediately brought

tiie pinnace as close to the shore as he could, without

grounding, notwithstanding the showers of stones that

fell among the people: but , the lieutenant, who
commanded in the launch, instead of pulling in to the

tissietanee of Captain Cook, withdrew his boat faYther olT,
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at the moment that every thing seems to have depended
Upon the timely exertions of those in the boats. By his

own account, he mistook the signal: but be that as it

may, this circumstance appears to me, to have decided
the fatal turn of the affair, and to have removed every
chance which remained with Captain Cook, of escaping
with his life. The business of saving the marines out of
the water, in consequence of that, fell altogether upon
the pinnace; which thereby became so much crowded,
that the crew were, in a great measure prevented from
using their fire-arms, or giving what assistance (hey other-

wise might have done to Captain Cook; so that he seems,
at the most critical point of time, to have wanted the
assistance of both boats, owing to the removal of the

launch. For, notwithstanding that they kept up a fire on
the crowd, from the situation to wiiicli they removed in

that boat, the fatal confusion which ensued on her being
withdrawn, to say the least of it, must have prevented the

full etfect, that the prompt co-operation of the two boats,

according to Captain Cook's orders, must have had, to-

wards the preservation of himself and his people.* At that

time, it was to the boats alone that Captain Cook had to

jook for his safety, for, when the marines had fired, the In-

dians rushed among them, and forced them into the wha-

ler, where four of them were killed: their lieutenant was
wounded, but fortunately escaped, and was taken up by
the pinnace. Captain Cook was then the only one re-

maining on the rock: he was observed making for the
pinnace, holding his left hand against the back of his

head, to guard it from the stones, and carrying his musket
under the other arm. An Indian was seen following him,
but with caution and timidity: for he stopped once or
twice, as if undetermined to proceed. At last he advanc-
ed upon him unawares, and with a large club, or common
stake, gave him a blow on the back of the head, and
then precipitately retreated. The stroke seemed to have

* I have been informed on the best authoritv, that, in the
opinion of Captain Philips, who commanded the marines, and
whose judorment mu.st be of the sreatest wein;ht, it is extremely
doubtful whether any tiling could successfully have been done
to preserve the life of Captain Cook, even if no mistake had
been committed on the part nf the launch.

L'3
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stunned Captain Cook: he staggered a few paces, then

fell on his hand and one knee, and dropped his musket.
As he was rising, and before he could recover his feet,

another Indian stabbed him in the back of the neck wilh

an iron dagger. He then fell into a bite of water about

knee deep,' where otiiers crowed upon him, and endea-
voured to keep him under: but struggling very strongly

with them, he got his head up, and casting a look to-

wards the pinnace, seemed to solicit assistance. Though
the boat was not above five or six yards distant from him,

yet from the crowded and confused state of the crew, it

seems, it was not in their power to save him. The In-

dians got him under again, but in deeper water: he was,

however, able to get his head up once more, and being
almost spent in the struggle, he naturally turned to the

rock, and was endeavouring to support himself by it,

«hen a savage gave him a blow with a club, and he was
seen alive no more. They hauled him up lifeless on the

rocks, where they seemed to take a savage pleasure in

using every barbarity to his dead body, snatching the

daggers out of each other's hands, to have the horrid

satisfaction of piercing the fallen victim of their bar-

barous rage.
" I need make no reflection on the great loss we suffer-

ed on this occasion, or attempt to describe what we felt.

It is enoi:gh to say, that no man was ever more beloved

or adnured: and it is truly painful to reflect, that he seems
lo have fallen a sacrifice merely for want of being pro-

perly supported; a fate, singularly to be lamented, as hav-

ing fallen to his lot, who had ever been conspicuous for

his care of those under his command, and who seemed, to

the last, to pay as much attention to their preservation,

as to that of his own life.

" If any thing could have added to the shame and in-

dignation universally felt on this occasion, it was to find,

that his remains had been deserted, and left e.xposed on
the beach, although they might have been brought off. It

appears, from the information of four or five midshipmen,
who arrived on the spot at the conclusion of the fatal busi-

ness, that the beach was then almost entirely deserted by
the Indians, who at length had given way to the fire of the

boats, and dispersed through the town: so that there seem-
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cd no great obstacle to prevent the recovery of Captain
Cook's body; but llie lieutenant returned on board with-

out making the attempt. It is unnecessary to dwell longer

on this painful subject, and to relate the complaints and
censures that fell on the conduct ofthe lieutenant. It will

be sufficient to observe, that they were so loud as to oblige

Captain Gierke publicly to notice them, and to take the

depositions of his accusers down in writing. The captain's

bad state of health and approaching dissolution, it is sup-

posed, induced him to destroy these papers a short time
before his death.

"It is a painful task, to be obliged to notice circum-
stances which seem to reflect upon the character of any
man. A strict regard to truth, however, compelled me to

the insertion of these facts, which I have offered merely
as facts, without presuming to connect with them any
comment of my own: esteeming it the part of a faithful

historian, ' to e.xtenuate nothing, nor set down aught in

malice.'
" The fatal accident happened at eight o'clock in the

morning, about an hour after Captain Cook landed. It

did not seem, that the king, or his sons, were witnesses to

it; but it is supposed, that they withdrew in the midst of
the tumult. The principal actors were the other chiefs,

many of them the king's relations and attendants: the
man who stabbed him with the dagger was called Nooah.
I happened to be the only one who recollected his person,
from having on a former occasion mentioned his name in

the journal I kept. I was induced to take particular no-
tice of him, more from his personal appearance than any
other consideration, though he was of high rank, and a
near relation of the king: he was stout and tall, with a
fierce look and demeanour, and one who united in his

figure the two qualities of strength and agility, in a greater
degree than ever I remembered to have seen before in any
other man. His age might be about tbir'y, and by the
white scurf on his skin, and his sore ej'es, he appeared to

be a hard drinker of ka»'a. He was a constant companion
of the king, with whom I first saw him, when he paid a
visit to Captain Cierke. The chief who 'irst struck Cap-
tain Cook with the club, was called Karimano, craha, but

1 did not know him by his name. Tliese circumstances 1

Vol. II.
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learned of honest Kaireekea, the priest; who added, that

they were both held in great esteem on account of that

action: neither of them came near us afterwards. When
the boats left the shpre, tne Indians carried away the dead
body of Captain Cook and those of the marines, to tlie

rising ground, at the back of the town, where we could
plainly see them with onr glasses from the ships.

" This most melancholy accident appears to have been
altogether unexpected and unforeseen, as well on the part

of the natives as ourselves. I never saw sufficient reason
to induce me to believe, that there was any thing of de-
sign, or a preconcerted plan on their side, or that they
purposely sought to quarrel wilh us: thieving, which gave
rise to the whole, they were equally guilty of in our first

and second visits. It was the cause of every misunder-
st.inding that happened betv\een us: their petty thefts were
generally overlooked, but sometimes slightly punished:
the boat, which they at last ventured to take away, vvas

an object of no small magnitude to people in our situa-

tion, who could not possibly replace her, and therefore not
slightly to be given up. We had no ofher chance of re-

covering her, but by getting the person of the king into

our possession: on our attempting to do that, the natives

became alarmed for his safety, and naturally opposed those

whom they deemed his enemies. In the sudden conflict

that ensued, we had the unspeakable misfortune of losing

our excellent commander, in the manner already related.

It is in this light the affair has always appeared to me, as

entirely accidental, and not in the least owing to any pre-

vious offence received, or jealousy of our second visit en-
tertamed by the natives.
" Pareah seems to have been the principal instrument

in bringing about this fatal disaster. We learned after-

wards, that it was he who had employed some people to

steal the boat: the king did not seem to he privy to if, or

even apprized of what had happened, till Captain Cook
landed.

" It was generally remarked, that, at first, the Indians

showed gieat resolution in facing our fire-arms; but it was
entirely owing to ignorance of their etfect. They thojght

that their thick mats would defend them from a ball, as

well IS from a stone; but being soon convinced of their
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error, vet slil! al a loss to accdunt hcnv such execution

was clone anions tliem, they had recoiirfe to a stratagem,

which, though it ausv\ered no oilier purpose, served to

show their iriffcnuilv and quickness of invention. Observ
ing the flashes of the muskets, they naturally concluded,

that water would counteract their efiect, and therefore,

verv sagaciously, dipped their mats, or armour-, in the sea,

just as they came on to face our people: but finding this

last resource to fail thetn, they soon dispersed, and left

the beach entirely clear. It was an object they never

neglected, even at the greatest haza-d, to carry off their

slain; a custom, probably owing to the baibarity with

which they treat the dead body of an enemy, and the

trophies they make of his bones."
In consequence of this barbarity of disposition, the

whole remains of Captain Cook could not be recoxered.

For, though every e.xeition was made for that purpose;
though negotiations and threatenings were alternately em-
ployed, little more than the principal part of his bones
(and that with great difficulty) could be procured. By
the possession of them, our naxigafors were enabled to

perform the last offices to liieir eminent and unfortunate

commander. The bones having been put into a coffin,

and the service being read o\er them, were conmiitied to

the deep, on the 21st, with the usual military honours.

What were the feeling.s of the companies of both the
ships, on this occasion, niiist be left to the world to con
ceive; for those who were present know, that it is not in

the poner of any pen to express them.
A promotion of otTirers followed the decease of Captain

Cook. Captain Gierke hax ing succeeded of course to the

command of the expedition, removed on board the Reso-
lution. By him IMr Gore was appointed captain of the

Discovery, and the rest of the lieutenants obtained an ad-
dition of rank, in their proper order. Mr. Harvey, a mid-
shipman, who had been in the last, as well as the present
voyage, was promoted to the vacant lieutenancy.

Not long after Captain Cook's death, an event occurred
in Europe, which had a particular relation to the voyage
of our navigator, and which was so honourable to himself,

and to the great nation from whom it proceeded, that it

is no sTiall pleasure to me to he »>>le to lay the transac-
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lion somewliaf at I irne before mv re uIits-. Wlia' I rp.Cor

to is, f'le letler \vliich was issued, on the I9ih of M.iM-ii,

1779, by M. Sartine, secretary of the marine department
at Paris, and sent to all the commanders of Frencli

ships. The rescript was as follo'.vs: " Captain Cook, who
sailed from Plymouth in July, 1776, on board the Resolu-
tion, in company with the Discovery, Captain Clerke, in

order to make some discoveries on the coasts, islands, and
seas of Japan and California, being on the point of return-

ing to Europe; and such discoveries being of general utilit v

to all nations, it is the king's pleasure, that Captain Cook
shall be treated as a commander of a neutral and allied

power, and that all captains of armed vessels, &c. v\ ho
may meet that famous navigator, shall make him acquaint-

ed with the king's orders on this behalf, but, at the same
time, let him know, that on his part he must refrain from
all hostilities." By the Marquis of Condorcet we are in-

formed, that this measure originated in the liberal and en-

Jightened mind of that excellent citizen and statesman,

M. T'.irgot. " When war," says the marquis, " was de-

clared between France and England, M. Turgot saw how
/ionourable it would be to the French nation, that the ves-

sel of Captain Cook should be treated with respect at sea

He composed a memorial, in which he proved, that hon-
our, reason, and even interest, dictated this act of respect

for humanity; and it was in consequence of this memorial,
the author of which was unknown during his life, that an
order was given not to treat as an enemy, the common
benefactor of every European nation."

Whilst great praise is due to M. Turgot, for having sug-

gested the ado'^tion of a measure which hath contributed so

much to the reputation of the French government, it must
not be forgotten, that the first thought of such a plan of

conduct was probably owing to Dr. Benjamin Franklin.

Thus much, at least, is certain, that this eminent philoso-

pher, when ambassador at Paris from the United States

of America, preceded the court of France in issuing a

similar requisition; a copy cf which cannot fail of being

acceptable to the reader:
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•' To :i!l Cupl:(ins ,iir1 t'ommanders of sirnir'd .Shi;)S acting by
Comiiiissiou Irom the Congress of the United States of Ame-
rica, now in war witli Greai Britain.

" Gentlemen,

" A ship having been fitted out from England before the com-
mencement of this war, to make discoveries of new countries in

unknown seas, under the conduct of that most celebrated navi-

gator and discoverer. Captain Cook ; an undertaking truly laud-

able in itself, as the increase of geographical knowledge facili-

tates the communication between distant nations, in the exchange
of useful products and manufactures, and the extension of arts,

whereby the common enjoyments of human life are multiplied

and augmented, and science of other kinds increased, to the
benefit of mankind in general—This is therefoie most earnestly

to recommend to every one of you, that in case the said ship,

which is now expected to be soon ni the European seas on her
return, should happen to fall into your hands, you would not
consider her as an enemy, nor sufler any plunder to be made of
the eti'ects contained in her, nor obstruct her immediate return
to England, by detaining her, or sending her into any other part

of Europe, or to America ; but that you would treat the said

Captain Cook and his people with all civility and kindness, af-

fording them, as common friends to mankind, all the assistance

m your power, which they may happen to stand in need of In

so doing, you will not only gratify the generosity of your own
dispositions, but there is no doubt of your obtaining the appro-
bation of the Congress, and your other American owners.

" 1 have the honour to be,

Gentlemen,
Your most obedient,

" At Passy, near Paris, humble servant,

this lOth day of B. FRANKLIN,
March, 1779. " Minister Plenipotentiary

from the Congress of the

Uiiited States, at the Court
of France."

It la observable, that, as Dr. Franklin acted on his own
authority, he could only earnestly recommend to the coni-

nianders of American armed vessels not to consider Cap-
fain Cook as an enemy; and it is somewhat remarkable,
that he mentions no more than one ship; Captain Gierke
not being noticed in the requisition. In the confidence

which the doctor expressed, with re.spect to the approba-
tion of Congres.s, he happened to be mistaken. As the

members of that assembly, at least with regard to the
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greater part of lliei.-i, wore not possessed of inir.uo e-jvif-*'
'

enlightened with ih.it of their ambassador, he >vai? not

fiipported by liis mas?f!''s i\i this noble act of huiiKiiiity,

of love to science, and of liberal policy. The orders he

had given were instantly reversed; and it was directed l)y

Congress, that especial care should be taken to seize Ca[)-

tain Cook, if an opportunity of doing it occurred. Ail

this proceeded from a false notion, that it would be inju-

rious to the United States for the English to obtain a

knowledge of the opposite coast of America.
The conduct of the court of Spain was regulated by

similar principles of jealousy. It was apprehended by that

court, that there was reason to be cautious of granting,

too easily, an indulgence to Captain Cook; since it was
not certain what mischiefs might ensue to the Spaniards
from a northern passage to their A.merican dominions. M.
de Belluga, a Spanish gentleman and officer, of a liberal

and a philosophical turn of mind, and who was a member
of the Royal Society of London, endeavoured to prevail

upon the Count of Florida Blanca, and M. d'Almoda\ar,
to grant an order of protection to the Resolution and Dis-

covery; and he flattered himself, that the ministers of the

King of Spain would be prevailed upon to prefer the cause

of science to the partial views of interest: but the Span-
ish government was not capable of rising to so enlarged

and magnanimous a plan of policy. To the French na-
tion alone, therefore, was reserved the honour of setting

an example of wisdom and humanity, which, I trust, will

not, hereafter, be so uncommon in the history of man-
kind.

The progress of the voyage, after the decease of Cap-
tain Cook, doth not fall within the design of the present

narrative.*

* The particulars of the voyage, after the death of Captain
Cook, of which it did not fall under Dr. Kippis's plan to give a

narrative will be found in the Appendix.
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CHAPTER VII.

Character of Captain Cook.—Effects of his Voyages.—
Testimonies of Applause.—Commemorations of his

Services.—Regard paid to his Family.— Conclusion.

From the relation tliat has been given of Capfa-n
Cook's course of life, and of the important events in

which he was engaged, mv readers canTiot be sirange.'s

to his general characlor. This, therefore, might be left

to be collected from his actions, which are the best exhi-

bitions of 'he great qualities of his mind. But, perhaps,

were I not to endeavour to afford a summary \\ew of him
in these respects, I might be thought to fail in that duty

which I owe to the public on the present occasion.

It cannot, I think, be denied, that genius belonged to

Captain Cook in an eminent degree. By genius I do not

here understand imagination merely, or that power of

culling the tlowers of fancy which poetry delights in; but

an inventive mind; a mind full of resources; and which
by its 0'.\n native vigour, can suggest noble objects of pur

suit, and (he most effectual methods of attaining them
This faculty was possessed by our navigator in its full en

ergy, as is evident from the uncommon sagacity and pene-
tration which he discovered in a vast variety of critical

and difficult situations.

To genius Captain Cook added application, without

which nothing very valuable or permanent can be accom-
plished, even by the brightest capacity. For an unremit-

ting attention to whatever related to his profession, he was
distinguished in early life. In every affair that was under-

taken by him, his assiduity was without interruption, and
without abatement. Wherever he came, he suffered

lothing, which was fit for a seaman to know or to prac-

tise, to pass unnoticed, or to escape his diligence.

The genius and application of Captain Cook were fol-

lowed by a large extent of knowledge; a knowledge
which, besides a consummate acquaintance with naviga-

tion, comprehended a number of other sciences. In this

respect the ardour of his mind rose above tl:e disadvan-
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tages of a very confined education. His pio<Tre«s in the

different branches of the mathematics, and piirticularly

in astronomy, became so eminent, that, at length, he was
able to take the lead in making the necessary observa-

tions of this kind, in the course of .his voyages. He at-

tained likewise to such a degree ol proficiency in general
learning, and the art of composition, as to be able to ex-

press himself with a manly clearness and propriety, and
to become respectable as the narrator, as well as-the per-

former, of great actions.

Another thing, strikingly conspicuous in Captain Cook,
was the perseverance with v/hich he pursued the nnble ob-
jects to which his life was devoted. This, indeed, was a

most distinguished feature in his character: in this he
scarcely ever had an equal, and never a superior. Nothing
could divert him from the points he aimed at* and he per-

sisted in the prosecution of them, through difficulties and
obstructions, which would have deterred minds of very

considerable strength and firmness.

What enabled him to persevere in all his mighty under-
takings, was the invincible fortitude of his spirit.

Of this, instances without number occur in the account?

of his expeditions; two of which I shall take the liberty

of recalling to the attention of my readers. The first is,

the undaunted magnanimity with which he prosecuted his

discoveries along the whole south-east coast of New Hol-
land.. Surrounded as he was with the greatest possible

dangers, arising from the perpetual succession of rocks,

shoals, and breakers, and having a ship that was almost

shaken to pieces by repeated perils, his vigorous mind had
a regard to nothing but what he thought was required of

him by his duty to the public. It will not be easy to find,

in the histor\' of navigation, a parallel example of cou-

rageous exertion. The other circumstance I would refer

to is ihe boldness with which, in his second voyage after

he left the Cape of Good Hope, he pushed forward into

unknown seas, and penetrated through innumerable moun-
tains and islands of i<e, in the search of a southern con-

tinent. It was like launching into chaos: all was obscu-

rity, all was darkness before him; and no event can be

compared with it, excepting the sailing of Magelhaena,
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from the straits which bear his naiac, iiilo tlie Pacific

Ocean.
The fortitude of Captain Cook, beina' foiindeci upon

reason, and not upon instinct, was not an impetuous valour,

but accompanied with complete selt-possession. He was
master of himself on every trying occasion, and seemed
to be the more calm and collected, the greaier « as tlie

exigence of the case. In the most perilous situations,

when <our commander had given the proper directions con-

cerning what was to be done while he went to rest, he

could sleep, during the hours he had allotied to himself,

with perfect composure and soundness. Nothing could he

a surer indication of an elevated mind; of a mind that

was entirely satisfied with itself, and the measures it had
taken.

To all these great qualities. Captain Cook added ilio

most amiable virtues. That it was impossible for any oi^e

to e.xcel him in humanity, is apparent from his treatment

of his men through all his voyages, and from his behaviour

to the natives of the countries which were discovered by

him. The health, the con\enience, and, as far as it could

06 admitted, the enjoyment of the seamen, \\ere the con-

stant objects of his attention; and he was anxiously soli-

citous to meliorate the condition of the inhabitants of the"

several islands and places which lie visited. With regard

to their thieveries, he candidly apologized for, and over-

looked, many olfenccs which otl.ers would have sharplv

punished; and when he was laid under an indispensable

necessity of proceeding to any acts of severity, lie never
exerted them without feeling much reluctance and con-
cern.

In the private relations of life, Captain Cook was en-

tilled to high commendations. He was excellent as a hus-

band and a father, and sincere and steady in his friendships:

and to this it may be added, that he possessed that gene-
ral sobriety and virtue of character, which will always be

found to constitute the best security and ornament of every
other moral qualification.

With the greatest benevolence and humanity of dispo-

Bition, Captain Cook was occasionally subject to a hasii-

ness of temper. This, which has been exaggerated by the

few (and they are in leed fowl who are unfavourable to

Vol. II.
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his memory, is acknowledged b}' iiis fi-ierids. Il is men-
tioned both by Captain King and Mr. Samwell, in their

delineations of his characlcr. Mr. Ilayley, in one of iiis

poems, calls him the mild Cook; but, perhaps, that is not
the happiest epithet wliicii could have been applied to

him. Mere mildness can scarcely be considered as tlie

most prominent and distinctive feature in the mind of a

man, whose powers of understanding and of action were
so strong and elevated, who had such immense dirticullies

to struggle with, and who must frequently have been
called to the firmest e.\ertions of autiiority and command.

Lastly, Captain Cook was distinguished by a property
which is almost universally the concomitant of a great man,
and that is, a simplicity of manners. In conversation he
was unaffected and unassuming; rather backward in push-
ing discourse; but obliging and communicative in his an-
.sweis to those who addressed him for the purposes of
information. Tt was not possible, that, in a mind consti-

tuted like his, such a paltry quality as vanity could find

an existence.

In this imperfect delineation of Captain Cook's charac
ter, I have spoken of him in a manner which is fully jus-

tified by the wliole course of his life and actions, and
which is perfectly agreeable to the sentiments, of those

vvho were the most nearly connected with him in the

habits of intimacy and friendship. The pictures whiih
some of them have drawn of him, though they have al-

ready been presented to the public, cannot here with pro-

priety be omitted. Captain King has e.xpressed himself

concerning him in the following terms. "The constitu-

tion of his body was robust, inured to labour, and capable

of undergoing the severest hardships. His stomach bore,

without difficulty, the coarsest and most ungrateful food;

—Great was the indifference with which he submitted to

every kind of self-denial. The qualities of his mind vreie

of the same hardy, vigorous kind, with those of his body.

His understanding was strong and perspicacious. His
judgment, in whatever reiated to the services he was en-

gaged in, quick and sure. His designs were hold and
manly; and both in the conception, and in the mode of

execution, bore evident marks of a great original genius.

His courage was cool and determined, and accompanied
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witli an admirable presence of mind in f!ie moment of
danger. His temper might perhaps liave been justly

blamed, as subject to hastiness and passion, had not these

been disarmed by a disposition the most benevolent and
humane.
" Such were the outlines of Captain Cook's character,

but 'its most distinguished feature was that unremitting

perseverance in the pursuit of his object, which was not

only superior to the opposition of dangers, and the pres-

sure of hardships, but even exempt from the want of or-

dinary relaxation. During the long and dangerous voy-

affes in which he was engaged, his eagerness and activity

were never in the least abated. No mcidental temptation

could detain him for a moment: even those intervals of

recreation, which sometimes unavoidably occurred, and
were looked for by us witii a longing, that persons, who
have e.xperienced the fatigues of service, will readily ex-

cuse, were submitted to by him with a certain impatience,

whenever they cculd not be employed in making a farther

provision for the more etfectual prosecution of his de-

signs."

"The character of Captain Cook," says Mr. Samwell,
" will be best exeniplrtied by the services he has performed,

which are universally known, and have ranked his name
above that of any navigator of ancient or of modern
times. Nature had endowed him with a mind vigorous

and comprehensive, which in his riper years he had culti-

vated with care and industry. His general knowledge
was extensive and various: in tnat of his own profession,

he was unequalled. With a clear judgment, strong mas-
culine sense, and the most determined resolution; with a
genius peculiarly turned for enterprise, he pursued his ob-
ject with unshaken perseverance:—vigilant and active in

an eminent degree:— cool and intrepid among dangers; pa-
tient and firm under difiiculties and distress; fertile in ex-

pedients: great and original in all his designs; active and
resolved in canyingthem into execution. These qualities

rendered him the animating spirit of the expedition: in

every situation, he stood unrivalled and alone; on him all

eyes were turned; he was our leading-star, which, at its

setting, left us involved in darkness at.d despair.
" His constitution m as strong, his moJe of living tern-
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perate.—He was a modest man, and rather bashful; of an
agreeable lively conversation, sensible and intelligent.

In his temper he was somewhat hasty, but of a disposition

the most friendly, benevolent, and humane. His person
was above six feet high, and, though a good-looking man,
he was plain both in addiess and a.ppearance. His head
was small; his hair, which v\'as a dark brown, he wore
tied behind. His face was full of expression; his nose
exceedingly well shaped; his eyes, which were small and
of a brown cast, were quick and piercing: his eye-brows
prominent, which gave his countenance altogether an air

of austerity.

" He was beloved by his people, who looked up to him
as to a father, and obeyed his commands with alacrity.

The confidence we placed in him was unremitting; our
admiration .of his great talents, unbounded; our esteem
for his good qualities, atfeotionate and sincere.
" He was remarkably distinguished for the activity of

his mind: it was that which enabled him to pay an un-

wearied attention to every object of the service. The
strict economy he observed m the expenditure of the ship's

stores, and the unremitting care he employed for the pre-

servation of the health of his people, were the causes

that enabled him to prosecute discoveries in remote parts

of the globe, for such a length of time, as had been deem-
ed impracticable by former navigators. The method he

discovered for preserving the health of seamen in long

voyages, will transmit his name to posterity as the friend

and benefactor of mankmd: the success which attended
it afforded this truly great man more satisfaction than the

distinguished fame that attended his discoveries.
" England has been unanimous in her tribute of ap-

plause to his virtues, and all Europe, has borne testimony

to his merit. There is hardly a corner of the earth, how-
ever remote and savage, that will not long remember hia

benevolence and humanity. The grateful Indian, in time

to come, pointing to the herds grazing his fertile plains,

will relate to his children how the first stock of them was
introduced into the country; and the name of Cook will

be remembered among those benign spirits, whom they

worship as the source of every good, and the fountam of

every blessing.
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At the conclusion of the Introduction to the Voyage to

the Pacific Ocean, is an eulogium on Captain Cook, drawn
up by one of his own profession, of whom it is said, that

he is not more distinguished by the elevation of rank,

than by the dignity of private virtues. Though this ex-

cellent eulogium must be known to many, and perhaps to

most, of my readers, they will not be displeased at hav-

ing the greater part of it brought to their recollection.

Captain James Cook " possessed," says the writer, " in

an eminent degree, all the qualifications requisite for his

profession at.d great undertakings; together with the ami-

able and worthy qualities of the best men.
" Cool and deliberate in judging: sagacious in deter-

mining: active in executing: steady and persevering in

enterprises; and succcessful, from vigilance and unremit-

ting caution: unsubdued by labour, difficulties, and disap-

pointment: fertile in expedients: never wanting presence

of mind; always possessing himself, and the full use of a

Eound understanding.
" ISIild, just, but exact in discipline: he was a father to

uis people, who were attached to him from affection, and
obedient from confidence.
" His kno« ledge, his experience, his sagacity, rendered

him so entirely master of his subject, that the greatest

obstacles were surmounted, and the most dangerous navi-

gations became easy, and almost safe, under his direction.

" By his benevolent and unabating attention to the wel-

fare of his ship's company, he discovered and introduced

a system for the preservation of the health of seamen in

long voyages, which has proved wonderfully efficacious.

" The death of this eminent and valuable man was a

loss to mankind in general; and particularly to be de-

plored by every nation that respects useful accomplish-
ments, that honours science, and loves the benevolent and
amiable affections of the heart. It is still more to be de-

plored by this country, which may justly boast of having
produced a man hitherto unequalled for nautical talents;

and that sorrow is farther aggravated by the reflection,

that his country was deprived of this ornament by the en-
mity of a people, from whom, indeed, it might have beeiv

dreaded, but from whom it was not deserved. For, actu-

ated always by the most attentive care and tender toDi

Voj. II.
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passion for the savages in general, this excellent man was
ever assiduously endeavouring, by kind treatment, io dis-

sipate their fears, and court their friendship; overlooking
their thefts and treacheries, and frequently interposing, at

the hazard of his life, to protect them from the sudden ro-

sentment of his own injured people.
" Traveller! contemplate, admire, revere, and emulate

this great master in his profession; whose skill and la-

bours have enlarged natural philosophy; have extended
nautical science; and have disclosed the long-concealed
and admirable arrangements of the Almighiy in the for-

mation of this globe, and, at the same time, the arrogance
rif mortals, in presuming to account, by their speculations,

for the laws by which he was pleased to create it. It is

now discovered, beyond all doubt, that the same great Be-
ing who created the universe by his Jiat, by the same or-

dained our earth to keep a just poise, without a corres-

ponding southern continent, and it does so. He stretches

out the north over the empty place, and hangeth the

earth upon nothing. Job xxvi. 7.

" If the arduous but exact researches of this extraordi-

nary man have not discovered a new world, they ha\e
discovered seas unnavigated and unknown before. They
have made us acquainted with islands, people, and pro-

ductions of which we had no conception. And if he has

not been so fortunate as Americus, to give his name to a

continent, his pretensions to such a distinction remain un-

rivalled; and he will be revered while there remains a page

of his own modest account of his voyages, and as long as

mariners and geographers shall be instructed, by his new
map of the southern hemisphere, to trace the various

courses and discoveries he has made.
" If public services merit public acknowledgments; if

the man, who adorned and raised the fame of his country,

is deserving of honours, then Captain Cook deserves to

have a monument raised to his memory, by a generous and
grateful nation.

' Virtutis uberrimuin alimentum est hones '

Val. Maximus, hb. ii. cap. G.

The last character I shall here insert of Captain Cook,
tomes fiom a learned writer, who, in consequence of

some disaereements which are understood to have subsist-
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ed befwpf I'l liim and our great navigator, rannol be sus-

pected of infendinor to celebrate h"m in the language of
flattery. Dr. Reinbold Forster, having given a short ac-

count of the captain's death, adds as follows: " Thus fell

this truly glorious and ji'isily admired navigator. If v.e

consider his extreme abilities, both natural and acquired,

the firmness and constancy of his mind, his trulv paternal

care for the crew intrusted to him, the amiable manner
with which he knew how to gain the friendship of all the

savage and uncultivated nations, and even his conduct to-

wards his friends and acquaintance, we must acknowledjrf!

him to have been one of the greatest men of his age, and
that reason justifies the tear which friendship pays to his

memory." Afler such an encomium on Captain Cook,
less regard may justly be paid to the deductions from it,

which are added by Dr. Forster. What he hath said con-

cerning the captain's temper, seems to have received a

tincture of exagareration, from prejudice and personal ani-

mosity; and the Doctor's insinuation, thai our navigator
oiislructed Lieutenant Pickersgill's promotion, is, I have
good reason to believe, wholly groundless. There is an-
other error which must not pass unnoticed. Dr. Forster
puis in his caveat against giving the name of Cook's
Straits to the Straits between Asia and America, discov-

ered by Beering. But if the Doctor had read the Vovage
to the Pacific Ocean, publi.shed by authority, he would
nave seen, that there was no design of robbing Beering
of the honour to which he was entitled.

From a s\irvey of Captain Cook's character, it is natu-
ral to extend our reflections to the effects of the several

expeditions in which he was engaged. These, indeed,

must have largely appeared in the general historv of his

Life; and they have finely been displaved by Dr. Douglas,
in his adnriirable Introduction to the Vo\age to the Pacific

Ocean. Lnder the conduct of so able a guide, I shall

subjoin a rliort view of the subject.

It must, 'lowever, be observed, that, with regard to the

three piin-Jpal consequences of our great navigator's
transaction-, I have nothing farther to ofler. These are,

his having dispelled the illusion of a Terra JItistralis In-
cognita; his demonstration of the imprar-ticability of ^
northern passnge from the P.icific to the Atlantic Ocean

24
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and Ill's liaviiig cslahlished a sure nietlioil of [)iesor\ inw

the health of seauiei. in the longest voyages, and thron^'li

every variety of latiiiulc and climate. Concerning each
of these capital objei;ls, I have already so fully spoken,
that it is ni)l in my power to add to the impression of thoir

importance, and ul' Captain Cook's merits in relation lo

them, uliich, I Irnsi, is firndy lixed on the mind of every
reader.

It is justly remarked, by Dr. Douglas, that one great
advantage accruing to the world from our late surveys of
the globe, is, that they have confuted fanciful theories,

too likely to give birth to impracticable undertakings. Ti;e

ingenious reveries of speculative philosophers, which have
so long amused the learned, and raised the most sanguine
expectations, are now obliged to submit, perhaps with re-

luctance, to the sober dictates of truth and experience.

Nor will it be only by discouraging future unprofitable

searches, that the late voyages will be of service to man-
kind, but also by lessening the dangers and distresses for-

merly experienced in those seas which are within the ac
tual line of commerce and navigation. From the Britisli

discoveries, many commercial improvements may be ex-

pected to arise in our own times; but, in future ages, su( h

improvements may be extended to a degree, of which, at

present, we have no conception. In the long chain of

causes and effects, no one can tell how widely and benefi-

cially the rrrutual intercour.se of the various inhabitants of

the earth may hereafter be carried on, in consequence of

the means of facilitating it, which have been explored and
pointed out b}' Captain Cook.
The interests of science, as well as of commerce, stand

highly indebted to this illustrious navigator. That a know-
ledge of the globe on which we live is a very desirable

object, no one can call in question. This is an object

which, while it is ardently pursued by the most enlight-

ened philosophers, is sought for with avidity, even by
those whose studies do not carry them beyond the lowest

rudiments of learning. It need not be said what gratifica-

tion Captain Cook hath prov led for the world in this re-

spect. Before the voyages of the present reign took place,

nearly half the surface of the earth was hidden in obscu-

rity and confusion. From the discoveries of ovir naviga-
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tor, geography has assumed a new face, and beuoine, in

a great measure, a new science; having attained to such
a completion, as to leave only some less important parts

of the globe to be explored by future voyagers.*

Happily for the advancement of knowledge, acquisi-

tions cannot be obtained in any one branch, without lead-

ing to acquisitions in other branches, of equal, and perhaps
of superior consequence. New oceans cannot be traversed,

or new countries visited, without presenting fresh objects

of speculation and inquiry, and carrying the practice, as

well as the theory, of philosophy to a higher degree of
perfection. JVautical astronomy, in particular, was in

its infancy, when the late voyages were first undertaken;
but, during tlie prosecution of them, and especially in

Captain Cook's last e.vpedition, even man\' of the petty

officers could observe the distance of the moon from the

sun, or a star, the most delicate of all observations, with

sufficient accuracy. As for the officers of superior rank,

they would have felt themselves ashamed to have thought

that they did Hot know how to observe for, and compute
the time at sea; though such a thing had, a little before,

scarcely been heard of among seamen. Nay, first-rate

philosophers had doubted the possibility- of doing it with
the exactness that could be wished. It must, howevei, be

remembered, that a large share of praise is due to the

Board of I..ongitude, for the proficiency of the gentlemen
of the navy in taking observations at sea. In consequence
of the attention of that board to this important object

liberal rewards have been gixen to mathematicians for per,

fecting the lunar tables, and facilitating calculations; and
artists have been amply encouraged in the con.vlruction of
instruments and watches, much more accurately and com-
pletely adapted to the purposes of navigation than for-

merly existed.

It is needless to mention what a quantity of additional

information has been gained with respect to the rise and
times of the flowing of the tides; the direction and force

of the currents at sea; and the cause and nature of the

polarity of the needle, and the theory of its variations.

• Lieutenart Roberts's admirable chart will set this matter in

tite strongest light.
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Nitiiral knowledge has been increased by experiments on
the effects of gravity in ditierent and very distant places

and from Captain Cook's having penetrated so far into

I lie Southern Ocean, it is now ascertained, that the phe-

nomenon, usually called the Aurora Borealis, is not pe-

culiar to high northern latitudes, but belongs equally to

all cold climates, whether they be north or south.

Amidst the difl'erent branches of science that have been

promoted by the late expeditions, there is none, perhaps,

that stands so highly indebted to them as the science of

botany. At least twelve hundred new plants have been

added to the known system; and large accessions of in-

telligence have accrued with regard to every other part

of natural history. This point has already been evinced

by the writings of Dr. Sparrman, of the two Forsters,

father and son, and of Mr. Pennant; and this point will

illustriou.«ly be manifested, when the great work of Sir

Joseph Banks shall be accomplished, and given to the

world.

It is not the enlargement of natural knowledge only

that the elTects arising from Captain Cook's voyages are

to be confined. Another important object of study h;is

been opened by them; and that is, the study of human
nature, in situations various, interesting, and uncommon.
The islands visited in the centre of the South Pacific

Ocean, and the principal scenes of the operations of out
discoverers, were untrodden ground. As the inhabitants

so far as could be observed, had continiied, from their

original settlement, unmixed with any different tribe; as

they had been left entirely to their own powers for every '

art of life, and to their own remote traditions for every

political or religious custom or institution; as they were

uninformed by science, and unimproved by education, they

could not but afford many subjects of speculation to an
inquisitive and philosophical mind. Hence may be col-

lected a variety of important facts with respect to the

etate of man; with respect to his attainments and defi-

ciencies, his virtues and vices, his employments and diver-

sions, his feelings, manners, and customs, in a certain pe-

riod of society. Even the curiosities which have been
brought from the discovered islands, and which enrich the

British Museum, and the late Sir Ashton Lever's reposi-
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tory, may be considered as a valuable acquisition to this

country; a^ supplying no Finall fund of information and
entertainment.

Few inquiries are more interesting than those which re-

late to the migrations of the various fimilies or tribes that

have peopled the earth. It was known in general, that

the Asiatic nation, called Malayans, possessed, in former
times, much the greatest trade in the Indies; and that

they frequented, with their merchant ships, not only all

the coasts of Asia, but ventured over even to the coasts

of Africa, and particularly to the great island of Mada-
gascir. But that, from Madagascar to the Marquesas
and Easter Island, that is, nearly from the east side of
Africa, till we approach towards the west side of America,
a space including above half the circumference of he
globe, the same nation of the oriental world should have
made their settlements, and founded colonies throughout
almost every intermediate stage of this immense tract, in

islands at amazing distances from the mother continents,

and the natives of which were ignorant of each other's

existence—is an historical fact, that, before Captain
Cook's voyages, could be but very imperfectly known.
He it is who hath discovered a vast number of new spots

of land lurking in the bosom of the South Pacific Ocean,
all the inhabitants of which display striking evidences of
their having derived their descent from one common Asiat-

ic original. Nor is this apparent solely from a similarity

of customs and institutions, but is established by a proof
Nvhich conveys irresistible conviction to the rnind, and
that is, the affinity of language. The collections that

have been made of the words which are used in the

widely-diffused islands and countries that have lately been
visited, cannot fail, in the hands of such men as a Brvant
and a Marsden, to throw much light on the origin of na-

tions, and the peopling of the globe.—From Mr. Marsden,
in particular, who has devoted his attention, time, and
study, to this curious subject, the literary world may
hereafter expect to be highly instructed and entertained.

There is another Li.n.ij of the earth, concerning which
new information has been derived from the voyages of our
British navigators. That the Esquimaux, who had hith-

erto or.lv been found seated on the coasts of Labradoro
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and Hudson's Bay, agreed with the Greenlanders in every
ciroiimsfance of custom, mannars, and language, which
could demonstrate an original identity of nation, had al-

ready been ascertained. But that the same tribe now ac-
taally inhabit the islands and coast on the west side of
North America, opposite Kamtschatka, was a discovery,

the completion of which was reserved for Captain Cook.
From his account it appears that these people have ex-
tended their migrations to Norton Sound, Oonalashka, and
Prince William's Sound; that is, to nearly the distance of
fifteen hundred leagues from their stations in Greenland,
and the coast of Labradore. Nor does this curious fact

rest merely on the evidence arising from similitude of
manners: for it stands confirmed by a table of words, ex-

hibiting such an affinity of language as will remove every
doubt from the mind of the most scrupulous inquirer.

Other questions there are, of a very important nature,

the solution of which will now be rendered more easy
than hath heretofore been apprehended. From the full

confirmation of the vicinity of^ the two continents of Asia
and America, it can no longer be represented as ridicu-

lous to believe, that the former furnished inhabitants to

the latter. By the fact recently discovered, a credibiliij'

is added to the Mosaic account of the peopling of the

earth. That account will, I doubt not, stand the test of
the most learned and rigorous investigation. Indeed, I

have long been convinced, after the closest meditation cxf

which I am capable, that sound philosophy and genuine
revelation never militate against each other. The ra-

tional friends of religion are so far from dreadmg the spirit

of inquiry, that they wish for nothing more than a candid,

calm, and impartial examination of the suLject, according
to all the lights which the improved reason and the en-
larged science of man can afford.

One great effect of the voyages made under the com-
mand of Captain Cook, is their having excited a zeal for

similar undertakings. Other princes, and other nations

are engaged in expeditions of navigation and discovery.

By order of the French government. Mess, de la Perouse
and de Langle sailed from Brest, in August, 1785, in the

frigates Boussole and Astroloobe, on an enterprise, the

express purpose of which was, the improvement of geog-
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r:i}jliv, astrononiy, natural history, and philosophy, and
to collect accounts ol" customs and manners. For the

more effectual prosecution of the design, several gentle-

men were appomted to go out upon the vo3'age, who were
known to excel in different departments of science and
literature. M. Diigelet went as astronomer; M. de la

Martiniere, P. Reccvour, and M. de la Fresne, as natural-

ists; and the Ciievalier de Lamanon and M. Monges, jr.

a.s natural philosophers. The officers of the Boussole
«cre men of the best nifonnation, and the firmest resolu-

tion: and the crew contained a number of artificers, in

•. arious kinds of mechanic employments. Marine watches,
and other instruments, were provided; and M. Dagalet
\. as particularly directed to make observations with M.
C'judarnine's invariable pendulum, to determine the dif-

ferences in gravity, and to ascertain the true proportion

i/f the equatorial to the polar diameter of the earth.

1 rom some accounts which ha\e already been received

of these voyagers, it appears, that they have explored the

toast of California; have adjusted the situation of more
than fifty places, almost wholly unknown; and have visit-

ed 0«hyhee, and the rest of the Sandwich islands. When
the expedition shall be completed, the whole result of it

v.ill doubtless be laid before the public.*

Although Captain Cook has made such vast discoveries

in the Northern Ocean, on and between the east of Asia
and the west coast of America, Mr. Coxe has well shown
that there is still room for a farther investigation of that

part of the world. Accordingly, the object has been taken
up by the Empress of Russia, who has committed the con
duct of the enterprise to Captain Billings, an Englishman
m her majesty's service. As Captain Billings was with

Ca[i'ain Cook in his last voyage, he may reasonably be
supposed to be properly qualified for the business he has
undertaken. The design, with the execution of which he
is intrusted, appears to be very extensive and important;

* An account of this vovage during the vears 1705, 1786, 1787,

1788, has been published in France, from papers transmitted at

different times by La Perouse ; but nothing since the year 1738
has bfon received relative to the progress of the voyage, or the
fate of the voyngers, who are all supposed to have perished bv
shipwreck.

Vol II.
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and, if it should be crowned with success, cannot fail of
iiiaking considerable additions to the knowledge of ge-

ography and navigation.

There is one event at home, which has evidently re-

sulted from Captain Cook's discoveries, and which, there-

fore, must not be omitted. Wiiat I refer to, is the settle-

ment at Botany Bay. With the general policy of this

measure the present narrative has not any concern. The
plan, I doubt not, has been adopted with the best inten-

tions, after the maturest deliberation, and perhaps with

consummate wisdom. One evident advantage arising from

it is, that it will elfectually prevent a number of unhappy
wretches from returning to their former scenes of tempta-

tion and guilt, and may open to them the means of indus-

trious subsistence and moral reformation. If it be wisely

and prudently begun and conducted, who can tell what
benehcial consequences may spring from it, in future ages .'

Immortal Rome is said to have risen from the refuse of

mankind.
While we are considering the advantages the discover-

ers have derived from tlie late navigations, a question

naturally occurs, which is. What benefits have hence ac-

crued to the discovered ? It would be a source of the

highest pleasure to be able to answer this question to

complete satisfaction. But it must be acknowledged, that

the subject is not wholly free from doubts and difficulties;

and these doubts and difficulties might be enlarged upon,

and exaggerated, by an imagination which is rather dis-

posed to contemplate and represent the dark than the

luminous aspect of human atiairs. In one respect, Mr.
Samwell has endeavoured to show, that the natives of the

lately explored parts of the world, and especially so far

as relates to the Sandwich Islands, were not injured by
our people; and it was the constant solicitude and care

of Captain Cook, that evil might not be communicated in

any one place to which he came. If he was universally

successful, the good which, in various cases, he was in-

strumental in producing, will be reflected upon with the

nioie peculiar satisfaction.

There is an essential difference between the voyages

tiiat have lately been undertaken, and many which have

been carried on in former times. None of my readers can
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be ignorant of the horrid cruelties that were exercised by
the conquerors of Mexico and Peru; cruelties which can
never be remembered, without blushing for religion and
human nature. But to undertake expeditions with a de-
sign of civilizing the world, and meliorating its condition,

is a noble object. The recesses of the globe svere inves-

tigated by Captain Cook, not to enlarge private dominion,
but to promote general knowledge; tlie new tribes of the

earth were visited as friends; and an acquaintance with
their existence was sought for, in order to bring them with-

in the pale of the otfices of humanity, and to relieve tiie

wants of their nnjierfect state of society. Such were the

benevolent views which our navigator was commissioned
by his majesty to carry into execution; and there is reason
to hope liiat they will not be wholly unsuccessful. From
the long-continued intercourse with the natives of the

Friendly, Society, and Sandvvich Islands, some rays of
light must have darted on their infant minds. The un-

common objects which have been presented to their ob-
servation, and excited their surprise, will naturally tend

to enlarge their stock of ideas, and to furnish new mate-
rials for the exercise of their reasonable faculties. It is

no small addition to their comforts of life, and their im-
mediate enjoyments, that will be derived from the intro-

duction of our useful animals and vegetables; and if the

only benefit they should ever receive from the visits of the

English, should be the having obtained fresh means of
subsistence, that must be considered as a great acquisi-

tion.

But may not our hopes be extended to still nobler ob-

jects? The connexion which has been opened w;th these

remote inhabitants of the world, is the first step toward

their improvement; and consequences may flow from it,

which are far beyond our present conceptions. Perhaps,

our late voyages may be the means appointed by Provi-

dence, of spreading, in due time, the blessings of civili-

zation among the numerous tribes of the South Pacific

Ocean, and preparing them for holding an honourable rank

among the nations of the earth. There cannot be a more
laudable attempt, than that of endeavouring to rescue

millions of our fellow-creatures from that state of humili-

aiion 111 which they now exist. Nothing can more essen-
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ti illy contribute to ihe attainment of this great end, than
a wise and rational introduction of the Christian religion;

an introduction of it in its genuine simplicity; as holding

out the worship of one God, inculcating the purest mo-
rality, and promising eternal life as the reward of obedi-

ence. These are views of things which are adapted to

general compreliension, and calculated to produce the

noblest etfecis.

Considering the eminent abilities displayed by Captain
Cook, and the mighty actions performed by him, it is not

surprising that his memory should be held in the highest

estimation, both at home and abroad. Perhaps, indeed,

greater honour is paid to his name abroad than at home.
Foreigners, I am hiforined, look up to him with an admi-
ration which is not equalled in this country. A remarka-
ble proof of it occurs, m the eulogy of our navigator, by
Michael Anijelo Gianetti, which was read at the royal

Florentine academy, on the 9th of June, 1785, and pub-
lished at Florence, in the same year. Not having seen it.

I am deprived of the power of doing justice to its merit.

If I am not mistaken in my recollection, one of the Frencii

iilerary academies has proposed a prize for the best euio-

gium on Captain Cook; and there can be no doubt but

hat several candidates will appear upon the occasion, and
exert the whole force of their eloquence on so interesting

a s'lbject.

To the applauses of our navigator, which have already

oeen inserted, I cannot avoid adding some poetical testi-

monies concerning him. The lirst I shall produce is from,

a foreign poet, M. r.\bbe Lisle. This gentleman has con-

cluded his " Les Jardins" with an encomium on Captain

Cook, of which tlie following lines are a translation:

" Give, give ine flowers : with garlands of renown
Tliose rrlorious exiies' brows mv hands shall crown,
Wh'i nobly sought on disiant coasts to find,

Or thither bore those arts that bless mankind :

Thee chief, brave fook, o'er whom, to nature dear,

With Br.tain, Gallia drops the pitying tear.

To-for igi climes and rude, where nought before
Aimouiic'd our vessels but their cannons' roar,

Far other gifts thy L/etter mind decreed.

The sheep, the heiier, and the stately steed ;



CAPTAIN COOK. 173

The |)loujp, and all thy country's arts; the crimes
Atoning thus of" eariier savage times.

With peace each land tliv bark was wont to hail,

And tears and blessings fill'd thy pirting sail.

R-'Ceive a stranger's praise ; nor, Britain, thou
Forbid these wreaths to grace thy Hero's bro.v,

Nor scorn the tribnte of a foreign song,
VuT Virtue's sons to every land belong :

And shall the Gallic Muse disdain to pay
The meed of worth, when Lewis leads the way.'
l?'!t wliat avaii'd, that twice thou dar'dst to try

The frost-bound sea, and twice the burning sky,

'J'hat by winds, waves, and every realm rever'd,
.*> ife, only safe, thv sacred vessel-steer'd

;

'I'hat war for thee forget its dire commands ?

The world's great friend, ah I bleeds by savage hands."

There have not been wanting elegant writers of our
ovn country, who have embraced with pleasure the oppor-
tunities that have offered of paying a tribute of praise to

Ciptain Cook. The ingenious and amiable Miss Hannah
More has lately seized an occasion of celebrating the hu
mane intentions of the captain's discoveries.

" Had those advent'rous spirits, who explore
Through ocean's trackless wastes, the far-sought shore,
Whether of wealth insatiate, or of power,
C onquerors who waste, or ruffians who devour:
Had these possess'd, O Cook ! thy gentle mind,
Th.y love of arts, thy love of humankind

;

ilaJ these pursu'd thy mild and lib'ral plan,

DiscovERF.R* Iiad not been a curse to man I

Then, hlpss'd I'hilanthropv ! thv social hands,
Had iink'd dissever'd worlds in brothers' bands ;

Careless, if colour, or if clime divide
;

I'hen lov'd, and loving, man had liv'd, and died."

Soon after the account arrived in England of Captain
Cook's decease, two poems were published in celebration

of his memory; one of which was an Ode, bv a Mr. Fitz-

gerald, of Gray's Inn. But the first, both in order of
time and of merit, was an Elegy, by Miss Seward, v\ hose
poetical talents have been displayed in many beautiful irt-

stances to the public. This lady, in the beainiiing of her
poem, has admirably represented the principle of humanity
•jv vvhi''h tl.c captain was actuatci! in his undertakiiii's.

'Vol. II.
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" Ye, who ere while for Cook's illustrious brow

Pluck'd the g'een laurel, and the oaken bough,
Hung the gay garlands on the trophied oars,

And pour'd his fame along a tliousand shores.

Strike the slow death-bell 1—weave the sacred verse.

And strew the cypress o'er his honour'd hearse ;

In sad procession wander round the shrine.

And weep him mortal, whom ye sung divine !

"Say first, what Pow'r insp/r'd his dauntless breast
With scorn of danger, and inglorious rest.

To quit imperial London's gorgeous plains.

Wiiere, rob'd in thousand tints, bright Pleasure reigns?
What Pow'r inspired his dauntless breast to brave
The scorch'd Equator, and th' Antarctic wave ?

Climes, where fierce suns in cloudless ardours shine,

And pour the dazzling deluge round the Line

;

The realms of frost, where icy mountains rise,

'MiJ the pale summer of the polar skies ?

—

It was Humanity .'—on coasts unknown.
The shiv'ring natives of the frozen zone.

And the swart Indian, as he faintly strays
' Where Cancer reddens in the solar blaze,'

She bade him seek;—on each inclement shore
Plant the rich seeds of her exhaustless store;

Unite the savage hearts, and hostile hands,
in the firm compact of her gentle bands

;

Strew her soft comforts o'er the barren plain.

Sing her sweet lays, and consecrate her fame.
" It was Humanity I—O iVvmph divine !

I see thy light step print the burning Line !

There thv bright eye the dubious pilot guides,

The faint oar straggling with the scalding tides

—

On as thou lead'st the Irold, the glorious prow.
Mild, and more mild, the sloping sunbeams glow;
Now weak and pale the lessen'd lustres play.

As round th' horizon rolls the timid day
;

Barb'd with the sleeted snow, the driving hail,

Rush the fierce arrows of the polar gale
;

And through the dim, unvaried, ling'ring hours,

Wide o'r the waves incumbent horror low'rs."

Captain Cook's endeavours to serve the inhabitants of
New Zealand, by the vegetables and animals he left among
iheni, are thus described:
"
" To these the hero leads his living store.

And po\irs new wonders on th' uncultur'd shore;

Tiie s-ilky iicotp, fair fruit, and golden grain
;

And i'uture herds and harvests bless the plain.
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O'er the green soil his kids exulting play,

And sounds his clarion loud the bird of day

;

The downy goose her ruffled bosom laves,

Trims her white wing, and wantons in the waves ;

Stern moves the bull along th' affrighted shores,

And countless nations tremble as he roars."

I shall only add the pathetic and animated conclusion

of this fine poem.

" But ah !—aloft on Albion's rocky steep,

That frowns incumbent o'er the boiling deep.
Solicitous and sad, a softer form
Eyes the lone flood, and deprecates the storm.

—

Ill-fated matron I—for, alas ! in vain

Thy eager glances wiuider o'er the main !

—

'Tis the vex'd billows, that insurgent rave.

Their while foam silvers vonder distant wave,
'Tis not his sails 1—thy husband comes no more !

His bones now whiten an accursed shore I

—

Retire,—for hark ! the sea-gull shrieking soars.

The lurid atmosphere portentous low'rs
;

Night's sullen s])irit croans in every gale.

And o'er the waters draws the darklinjr veil.

Sighs in thy hair, and chills thy throbbing breast

—

Go, wretched mourner I—weep thv griefs to rest I

" Yet, though through life is lost each fond delight.

Though set thy earthlv sun in dreary night.

Oh ! raise thv thoughts to vonder starry plain,

And own thy sorrow selfish, weak, and vain :

Since while Britannia, to his virtues just.

Twines the bright wreaih, and rears th' immortal bust

;

While on each wind of heaven his fame shall rise,

In endless incense to the smiling skies ,

The attendant Powkr, that bade his sails expand,
And waft her blessings to each barren land.

Now raptur'd bears him to th' immortal plains.

Where Mercy hails him with congenial strains;

Where soirs, on Jov's white plume, his spirit free,

And angels choir him, while he waits for thee."

Captain Cook's discoveries, among other effects, have
opened new scenes for a poetical fancy to range in, and
pre.sented new imasjes to tlie selection of genius and taste.

The Morais, in particular, of the inhabitants of the South
Sea Islands, afford a fine subject for the exercise of a

plaintive Mii«e. Such a Mu.«e hath .'^eized u])on the sub-

ject; and, at the same time, has added another wreath to
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tlie memory of our navigator. I refer to a lady, who liath

already, in many passages of her " Peru," in her "Ode
on the Peace," and, above all, in her " Irregular Frag
menf," amply proved to the world, that she possessed not

only the lalont of elegant and harmonious versification,

but the spirit of true poetry. The poem, which I have
now tl.e pleasure of giving for the first time to the public,

and which was written at my request, will be found in the

Appendix. It is somewhat lemarkahle, that female poets

have hitlierto been the chief celebrators of Captain Cook
in this country. Perhaps a subject which would furnish

materials for as rich a production as Camoen's Lusiad, and
\^llich would adorn the pen of a Hayley or a Cooper, may
hereafter call forth the genius of some poet of the stronger

sex.

The Royal Society of London could not lose such a

meniber of their body as Captain Cook, without being
anxious to honour his name and memory by a particular

mark of respect. Accordingly, it was resolved to do ihi.?

by a medal; and a voluntary subscription was opened for

the purpose. To suf>h of the felloes of the society as sub.

scribed twenty guineas, a gold medal was appropriated
silver medals were assigned- to those who contributed a

smaller sum; and to each of the other members one in

bronze was given. The subscribers of twenty guineas were.
Sir Joseph Banks, President; the Prince of Anspach, the
Duke of Montagu, Lord Mulgrave, and Mr. Cavendish,
Mr. Peachy, Mr. Perrin, Mr. Poli, and Mr. Shuttleworth.

Many designs, as might be expected, were proposed on
the occasion. The tnedal which was actually struck, con-
tains on one side, the head of Captain Cook in profile, and
round it, j.\.c. cook oceani investigator acerri-
Mus; and on the exergue, reg. soc. lond. socio suo.
On the reverse is a representation of Britannia, holdjing a

globe. Round her is inscribed, nil intentattjm nos-
TRi LIQ.UERE; and on the exergue, auspiciis georgi
III.

Of the gold medals which were struck on this occasion,

one was presented to His Majesty, another to the Queen,
and a third to the Prince of Wales. Two were sent

abroad: the first to the French king, on account of the

protection he had granted to the ships under the command

1
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of Captain Cook; and a second tothe empress of Russia,

ill wliose dominions the same ships had been received and
treated with e\ery degree of friendship and kindness.

Botli these presents wore highly acceptable to tlie great

personages to \vhom they were transmitted. The French
king expressed his satisfaction in a very handsome letter

to the Royal Society, signed by himself, and undersigned

by the Marqiiis de Vergennes; and the Empress of Russia

commissioned Count Osterman to signify to Mr. Fitzher-

bert the sense she entertained of the value of the present,

and that she had caused it to be forthwith deposited in

the Museum of the Imperial Academy of Sciences. As
a farther testimony of the pleasure she derived from it,

the Empress presented to the Royal Society a large and
beautiful gold medal, containing on one side the effigies

of herself", and on the reverse a representation of the

stature of Peter the Great.

After the general assignment of the medals, (which
took place in the spring of the year 17S4) there being a
surpluss of money still remaining, the president and coun-

cil resolved, that an additional number should be struck

off in gold, to be disposed of as presents to Mrs. (^)ok,

the Earl of Sandwich, Dr. Benjamin Franklin, Dr. Cooke,
provost of King's College, Cambridge, and Mr. Plant a.

About the same time, it was agreed that Mr. Auburl should

be allowed to have a gold medal of Captain Cook, on his

paying for the gold, and the expenses of striking it; in

consideration of his intention to present it to the king of
Poland.

During the two visits of the Resolution and Discovery
at Kamtschatka, it was from Colonel Behm, the com-
mandant of that province, that the ships, and the officers

and men belonging to them, had received every kind of
assistance whicii it was in his power to bestow. His lib-

eral and hospitable behaviour to the English navigators,

is related at large in Captain King's Voyage. Such was
the sense entertained of it by the Lords of the Admiralty,
that they determined to make a present to the colonel, of
a magnificent piece of plate, -.vith an inscription expre.i-

eive of his humane and generous disposition and conduct.

The elegant pen of Dr. Cooke was employed in drawing up
the inscription, which, after it had been subjected to the
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opinion and correction of some gentlemen of the first

eiiiiMence in classical taste, was as follows:

"ViRO EGREGio MAGNo DE eehm; qui Imperatri-

cis AugustissiniK Catherinae auspiciis, sumniaque animi

beiiignitate, sjeva, quibus praserat, Kampfschatkoe littora,

nm'ibus nautisqiie Britannicis, ho?pita prajbut: eosque in

ferniinis, si qui assent Imperio Russico, frustra, exploran-

dis, mala niuita perpessos, iteiata vice excepit, rt-fecit,

recreavit, et cornnieatu omni cumulate auctos dimisit; Rki
NAVALis Britannicje Septemviri in aliquam b<-

iiev'dlentia; tarn insignis memoriam, amicissimo, gratissi-

moque animo, suo, patriajque nomine, D. D. D. m.dcc
LXXXI."

Sir HlictIi Palliser, who through life manifested an in

variable regard and friendship for Captain Cook, has dis-

played a signai instance, since the Captain's decease, of

the ati'ection and esteem in which he holds his memor ..

At his estate in Buckinghamshire, Sir Hugh Palliser lias

constructed a small building, on which he has erected a

pillar, containing the fine character of our great navigator

that is given at the end of the Introduction of thedast

Voyage, and the principal part of which has been inserted'

in the present work. This character was drawn up by a

most respectable gentleman, who has long been at the

head of the naval profession, the honourable Admiral
Forbos, admiral of the fleet, and general of marines; to

whom Captain Cook was only known by his eminent merit

and his extraordinary actions."

Amidst the numerous testimonies of regard that have

been paid to Captain Cook's merit and memory, the im-

portant object of providing for his family hath not been

forgotten. Soon after the intelligence arrived of his un-

fortunate decease, this matter was taken up by the Lords

of the Admiralty, with a zeal and an effect, which the fol-

lowing anthentic document will fully display.

" \.t the Court of St. James, the
" (L. S.) 2d of February 1780;

" Present,

" The KING'S Most Excellent Majesty in Council.

" Whereas there was this day read, at the Board, «
memorial from the Right Honourable the Lords Commis-
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sioners of llie Adiiiiralty, dated the 27th of last moiith, in

the words following: viz.

" Having received an authentic account of the

death of that great navigator, Captain James Cook,
who has had the honour of being employed by Your
Majesty, in three different voyages, for the discovery

of unknown countries, in the most distand parts of the

globe; we think it our duty humbly to represent to

Your Majesty, that this meritorious officer, after hav-

ing received from Your Majesty's gracious benevo-

lence, as a reward for his public services in two suc-

cessful circurrnavigatio:is, a con^.fortable and honour-

able retreat, where he might have lived many years

to benefit his family, he voluntarily relinquished that

ease and emolument to undertake another of these

voyages of discoverv, in which the life of a com-
mander, who does his duty, must always be particu-

larly exposed, and in which, in the execution of that

dutv, he fell, leaving his family, whom his public

spirit had led him to abandon, as a legacy to his

country. We do therefore humbly propose, that

Your Majesty will be graciously pleased to order a

a pension of two hundred pounds a-year to be settled

on the widov/, and twenty-five pounds a-year upon

each of the three sons of the said Captain James
Cook, and tba*. the same be placed on the ordinary

estimato of the navy."

" His Majesty, taking the said memorial into His Royal
consideration, wao pleased, with the advice of His Privy

Council, to order, as it is hereby ordered, that a pension

of two hundred pound? a-year be settled on the widow,

and twenty five pounvs a-year upon each of the three sons

of the said Captain James Cook, and the same be placed

on tke ordinary estimate of His Majesty's navy; and tho

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty are to give the

necessary directions herein accordingly.
W. Fawkencs.

The preceding memorial to the king was signed by tlia

Earl of Sandwich, Mr. Buller, the Earl of Listurne, Mr.
Pentor;, Lord Mulgrave, and Mr. Mann; and the several

officers of the board of admiralty seconded the ardour oi'

25



l''''^ ' REGARD PAID TO

tlieir siiperiors, by the speed and generosity with which
his majesty's royal grant to Captain Cook's widow and
children passed tiirough the usual forms.

Another occasion was afterwards seized of conferring

a substantial benefit on the Captain's family. The charts

and plates, belonging to the Voyage to the Pacific Ocean,
were provided at the expense of government; the conse-
quence of which was, that a large profit accrued from the
sale of the publication. Of this profit, half was consign-
ed in trust, to Sir Hugh Palliscr and Mr. Stephens, to be
applied to the use of Mrs. Cook, during her natural life,

and afterwards to be divided between her children.

Honour, as well as emolument, hath graciously been
conferred by his majesty upon the descendants of Captain
Cook. On the 3d of September 1785, a coat of arms
was granted to the family, a description of which will be
given below.*
Our navigator had si.x children; James, Nathaniel, Eliz-

abeth, Joseph, George, and Hugh. Of these, Joseph and
George died soon after their birth, and Elizabeth in the

fifth year of her age. James, the eldest son, who was
born at St. PauPs, Shadwell, on the 13th of October 1763,
is now a lieutenant in his majesty's navy. In a letter,

written by Admiral Sir Richard Hughes, in 1785, from
Grenada, to Mrs. Cook, he is spoken of in terms of high

approbation. Nathaniel, who was born en the 14th of

December 1764, at Mile-End, Old Town, was brought up
likewise in the naval service, and \'. as unfcrtunateiy lest

on board his majesty's ship Thunderer, Commodore Wal-
singham, in the liurricane which happened a'; Jamaica, on'

the 3d of October, 1780. He is said to havs been a most
promising youth. Hugh, the youngest was born on the

* Azure, between the two polar stars Or, a sphere on the plane
of the meridian, north pole elevated, circles of latitude for every
ten degrees, and of lontritude for every fifteen, showing the Pa-

cific Ocean between sixty and two hundred and forty west,

bounded on one side bv America, on the other by Asia and New
Hoiland, in tnemi-ry of the disc, veries made by him in that ocean,

so \eiy far beyond all former navigators. His track thereon is

Hiaiked with red lines. And for crest, on a wreath of the

celcurs, is an arm imbowed, vested in the uniform of a captain

01 tje royal navy. In the hand is the union jack, on a staff Pro-

per. The arm is encircled by a wreath of palm and laurel.
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23.! of May, 177G; and was so called afier tlie name of

ill- l-nlier's gjeai friend, Sir Hugh Palliser.

It lialhofien been mentioned, in terms of no small regret,

that a monument halh not yet been erected lo the memory
of Captain Cook, in Westminster Abbey. The wish and
the hope of such a monument are hinted at in the close of

Dr. Douglas's Introduction to the government edition of the

last voyage; and the same sentiment is expre.ssed by the

author of the Eulogium, at the end of that Introduction.

Sir Hugh Palliser has also spoken to the like purpose, in a
communication I received from him. It would certainly

redound to the honour of the nation, to order a magnificent

memorial of the abilities and services of our illustrious navi-

gator; on which account, a tribute of that kind may be
regarded as a desirable thing. But a monument in West-
minster Abbey would be of little consequence to the repu-

tation of Captain Cook. His fame stands upon a wider
base, and will survive the comparatively perishing materials

of brass, or stone, or marble. The name of Cook will be

held in honour, and recited with applause, so long as the

records of human even.s shall continue in the earth ; nor is

it possible to say, wha. "••y be the influence and rewards,

which, in other world? *•* be found to attend upon emi-
nent e.xamples of wisd«-^v a • I of virtue.

Vo... II.
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After the death of Captain Cook, and the events imme-
diately succeeding it, Captain Gierke, upon whom the com-
mand of the expedition had devolved, proceeded from

Ovvhyhee, and coasted several of the other islands of the

group. The ships anchored at Atooi, to procure water; in

doing this, our voyagers experienced some interruption

from the natives, and a slight conflict took place, in which

one of the islanders was wounded by a musket-shot. They
were here told, that, at their preceding visit, they had left a

disorder amongst the women, of which several persons of

both sexes had died ; and as there was not the slightest

appearance of the disorder amongst the natives, at the first

arrival of the vessels, there is too much reason to believe

that some of the crew were the authors of that irreparable

mischief. Atooi was in a state of internal warfare: the

quarrel had arisen about the goats Captain Cook had left

at Oneeheow the year before ; the, property of which was
contested by two different chiefs. The goats which had
increased to the number of six, and would probably in a

few years have stocked all these islands, were destroyed in

the contest.

Our voyagers left the Sandwich Islands finally on the 15th

of March: and stood to the south-west, in hopes of falling

in with the island of Modoopapappa, which they were told

by the natives lay in that direction, about five hours' sail from

Taohora ; but though the two vessels stretched asunder

several miles, they did not discover it. It is possible it

might have been passed in the night, as the islanders des-

cribed it to be small, sandy, and almost even with the sur-

face of the sea.

The harbour of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, in Awatska
Bay, was appointed for the next rendezvous of the two ves-

sels, in case of separation. In the course of their naviga-
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tion towards Kamtschatka, they traversed that part of the
Norihern Pacific, in which t^ome islands and lands were
laid down in the charts, such as the island of Reia de Plata
in De risle's chart, and the land said to have been seen by
John^de Gama, in a voyage from China to New Spain, first

delineated in a chart published by Texeira, a Portuguese
geographer, in 1G49; but though at sundry times they had
various indications of land, they discovered none, and those
islands and lands must therefore eiiher be of trifling extent,

or wholly imaijinary.

A leak, under the larboard bow of the Resolution, which
nad kept the people almost constantly at the pumps, ever

'

since their leaving the Sandwich Islands, occasioned a great
alarm on the 13ih of April. The water, which had lodged
in the coal-hole, not finding a sufficient vent into the well,

nad forced up ihe platforms over it, and in a moment deluged
the whole space between decks. The coals would very
doon choak up a pump, and the number of bulky materials

ihat were washed out of the gunner's store room, and which,
oy the ship's motion, were tossed violently from side to side,

rendered it impracticable to bail the water out. No other

method was therefore left, than to cut a hole through the

bulk head, that separated the coal-hole from the fore-hold.

As soon as the passage was made, the greatest part of the

water was emptied into the well: but the leak was now so

much increased, that it was necessary to keep one lialf of

the people constantly pumping and bailing, till the noon of

the 15ih.

On the 2.3d, at six in the morning, on the fog clearing

away, the land of Kamtschatka appeared, in mountains
covered with snow. The weather was most severe; the

ship appeared to be a complete mass of ice, and the shrouds

werr so incrusted with it, as to measure in circumference

more than double their usual size. The crews suffered very

severely from the cold, particularly from having lately left

the tropical climates; and, but for the foresight and care of

their officers, would indeed have been in a deplorable state.

It was natural to expect, that their experience, during their

voyage to the north the year before, would have made them
sensible of the necessity of paying some attention to their

clothing ; as it was generally known, in both ships, that

they were to make another voyage towards the pole ; but.
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warm c!iui:ite, th?ir fur jackets and the re?t of ih^ir cold-

country clothes, were kicked about the deck?, as things of

no value. They were of conrse picked up by the officers,

and being put into casks, were, in due season, restored to

their owners.

On the 25!h, wh-^n off the entrance of Awatska Bay,
the Resolution lo^t sight of the Discovery, and on the

28ih entered the Bny. The officers of the Resolution ex-

amined every corner of it with their glasses, in search of

the town of St. Peter and St. Paul, which they had con-

ceived to be a place of some strength and consideration.

At length they discovered, on a narrow point of land, a
few miserable log houses, and some conical huts raised on
poles, amounting in all to about thirty, which, from the

situation, they were under the necessity of concluding to

be Petr()paulow.>-ka. "However," says Captain King,
"in justice to the generous and hospitable treatment we
found here, I shall beg leave to anticipate the reader's

curiosity, by assuring him that our disappointment proved
to be more of a laughable, than a serious nature; for, in

this wretched extremity of the earth, situated beyond
every thing that we conceived to be most barbarous and
inhospitable, and, as it were, out of the very reach of

iviiization, barricadoed with ice, and covered with sum-
mer-snow, in a poor mi:^"-able port, far inferior to the

meanest of our fishing-towns, we met with feelings of hu-

manity, joined to a greatness of mind, and elevation of

sentiment, which would have done honour to any nation

or climate."

In the morning of the 29ih, Captain, then Lieutenant

King, was sent on shore ; and after e.vperiencing much
difficulty from the broken ice that extended nearly half a
mile, across which he was obliged to make the best of his

way on foot, was received by the commander of the gar-

rison at the head of his men, consisting of about thirty

soldiers. They had not seen the ship the preceding day,

nor indeed that morning, till the boats were pretty near

the ice. Much panic ensued; the garrison was put under

arms, and two field-pieces placed at the entrance of the

commander's house. All, however, soon wore a friendly

aspect, and nothing could exceed the kindness and hospi-
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tality of the officer, a sergeant, who commanded the ostrog,

and at whose house, they were entertained. He furnished

Lieutenant King, who had fallen in between the disjointed

ice, with a complete suit of clothes of his own ; the din-

ner that was served up consisted qf four courses; but the

conversation, from the want of an interpreter, no other

language being understood there but Russian and Kamt-
schatdale, was confined to a few bows and other signs of

mutual respect. The sergeant sent off an express to Bol-

cheretsk, where the gevemor of the province usually re-

sided, and whence he had to look for orders what to do, as

to the procurement of the supplies of provisions, and naval

stores, which our people wanted.

On their return, a sledge drawn hy five doas, with a

driver, was provided for each of the party. The sailors

were highly delighted with this mode of conveyance, and,

what diverted them most was, that the two boat-hooks

which they had brought, had also a sledge to themselves.

On the 1st of May, the Discovery entered the bay. On
the day after, early in the morning, an answer was received

from Bolcheretsk. The despatches had been sent ofT on
the 29th, about noon, by a sledge drawn by dogs, so that

they were only a little more than three days and a half in

performing a journey of two hundred and seventy miles;

B(icheretsk being about one l^undred and thirty-five miles

from St. Peter and St. Paul's.

As the whole stock of live cattle which the country about

the bay could afford, amounted only to two heifers. Captain

Gierke found it necessary to send to Bolcheretsk, and Cap-
tain Gore and Lieutenant King were fixed on for the excur-

sion. They proceeded by boats up the Awatska river, then

across part of the country in sledges, and then down the

Bolchoireka in Canoes.

Major Behin, the gavernor of Kamtschatka, received

them, not only with the utmost politeness, but with the

most engaging cordiality; and all the principal people of

the town vied with each other who should show the most
civility to strangers from the other extremity of the globe.

A list of the naval stores, the number of cattle, and the

quantity of flour wanted by the navigators, was given to

Major Behm, who insisted upon supplying all their wants,
and when they desired to be made acquainted with ths
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price of the articles with which they were to be supplied,

and proposed that Captain Gierke should give bills to the

amount, on the Victualling-office in London, the major
positively refused, and whenever it was afterwards urged,

stopped them short, by saying, he was certain he could not

obhge his mistress, the empress, more than in giving every

assistance in his power to her good friends and allies, the

English ; and that it would be a particular satisfaction to

her, to hear, that, in so remote a part of the world, her

dominions had afforded any relief to ships engaged in

such services; that he could not therefore act so contrary

to the character of his empress, as to accept of any bills;

but that, to accommodate the matter, he would take a bare

attestation of the particulars with which we might be

furnished, and that this he would transmit to his court as a

certificate of having performed his duty.

The town of Bolcheretsk consists of several rows of low
buildings, barracks for the Russian soldiers and Cossacks, a

good looking; church, and a court-room, with a great num-
ber of halanagans (summer habitations) belonging to the

Kamtschatdales, at the end of the town. The inhabitants

amount to between five and si.x hundred.

It would exceed the bounds to which this sketch must
necessarily be confined, to enumerate one half of the in-

stances of civility and attention which Major Behm, his

lady, the officers of the garrison, and the inhabitants of

the town bestowed upon the English travellers. One
generous present cannot, however, be passed over in

silence, both because it oonsisted of the greatest part of

their small store of the article, and because it called forth

from the British seamen a corresponding generosity.

Being informed of the privations the sailors had suffered

from the want of tobacco. Major Behm sent four bags of

it, weighing upwards of one hundred pounds each, which
he begged might be presented, in the name of himself and
the garrison under his command, to our sailors. When
the seamen were told of it, the crews of both ships de-

sired, entirely of their own accord, that their grog might
be stopped, and their allowance of spirits presented, on
their part, to the garrison of Bolcheretsk, as they had
reason to conclude, that brandy was scarce in the coun-
try, and would be very acceptable, since the soldiers oa
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shore had offereil four rubles n bolilc for it Wlien ii is

considered how much the sailors would feel from the stop-

page of their allowance of grog, and that this oiler would
deprive them of it during the inclement season they liad

to expect on their ensuing expedition to the north, the

sacrifice must be looked upon as generous and extraordi-

nary ; and, that they might not suffer by it. Captain Gierke

substituted, in the room of the very small quantity the

mnjor could be prevailed on to accept, the same quantity

of rum.

When the party returned to Petropaulowska, Major
Behm accompanied them, and visited the ships. He had
resigned the command of Kamtschatka, and was in a
short time to return to St. Petersburgh ; our navigators

therefore committed to his care despatches for England,
witk the journals and charts of the voyage so far.

They got about twenty head of cattle, about nine thou-

sand weight of rye flour, and a variety of other provis-

ions and refreshments here, especially fish, with which
they were absolutely overpowered from every quarter;

and, having completed their water, they weighed anchor
on the 13th of June, and on the I6th cleared the bay.

The volcano, situated to the north of the harbour, was in a

state of eruption at the time.

On the 5th of .Tuly, our navigators passed through Beer-

ing's Straits, having run along the Asiatic coast; they

then stretched over to that of America, with a view of

exploring it between the latitudes of 68° and 69°. But

in this attempt they were disappointed, being stopped, on
the 7th, by a large and compact field of ice connected

with the land. On the 9ih, they had sailed nearly forty

leagues to the westward, along the edge of the ice, with-

out seeing any opening, and had therefore no prospect of

advancing farther north.—Until the 27ih, however, they

continued to setk a passage, first on the American, and
then on the Asiatic side; but were never able to penetrate

farther north than 70° 33', which was five leagues short

of the point to which they had advanced the season be-

fore.

At one time, in attempting to penetrate to the north

westward, the Discovery was in a very dangerous situa-

tion. She became so entangled by several large pieces of
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ice, that her way was stopped, and immediately drop-

ping bodily to leeward, she tell broadside foremost on the

edge of a considerable body of ice ; and having at the

same time an open sea to windward, the surf caused her

to strike violently upon it. This mass at length either so

far moved or broke, as to set them at liberty to make an-

other trial to escape ; but, before the ship gathered way
enough to be under coinmand, she again fell to leeward on
another fragment ; and the swell making it unsafe to lie to

windward, and finding no chance of getting clear, they

pushed into a small opening, furled their sails, and made
fast with ice-hooks. A change of wind, however, taking

place in the afternoon, the ice began to separate, and, set-

ting all their sails, they forced a passage through it. The
vessel had rubbed off a great deal of the sheathing from
her bows, and became very leaky from the strokes she

received when she fell on the edge of the ice.

In these high latitudes, our navigators killed several sea-

horses, and also two white bears ; the flesh of the latter

afTorded a few excellent meals of fresh meat. It had
indeed a strong fishy taste, but was in every respect supe-

rior to that of sea-horse, which, nevertheless, the sailors

were again persuaded, without much difficulty, to prefer to

their salted provisions.

Finding a farther advance to the northward, as well as

E nearer approach to either continent, obstructed by a sea

blocked up with ice. Captain Gierke at length determined

to lose no more time in the pursuit of what seemed utterly

unattainable, and to sail for Awatska Bay, to repair their

damages, and before the winter should set in, to explore

the coast of Japan on their way towards Europe. To the

great joy, therefore, of every individual on board both ships,

they turned their faces towards home ; and the delight and
satisfaction they experienced on the occasion, notwithstand-

ing the tedious voyage they had to make, and the immense
distance they had to run, were as freely entertained, and
perhaps as fully enjoyed, as if they had been already in

sight of the Land's End.
On the 31st, they repassed Beering's Straits. With

respect to the practicability of a north-east or north-west

passage into the Pacific Ocean, through those straits, from

the result of their aitenipis it appears, that the north of
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the straits is clearer of ice in August than in July, and
perhaps in a part of September it may be still more free.

But, After the equinox, the days shorten so fast, that no
farther thaw can be expected, and so great an effect can-

not rationally be allowed to the warm weather in the first

half of September, as to imagine it capable of dispersing

the ice from the most northern parts of the American
coast. But admitting this to be possible, it would be mad-
ness to attempt to run from the Icy Cape to the known
parts of Baffin's Bay, (a distance of four hundred and
twenty leagues) in so short a time as that passage can be

supposed to remain open. Upon the Asiatic side, there

appears still less probability of success; for, though De-
shnetT, a Russian navigator, about a century and a half

ago, passed round the north-east point of Asia, no voya-

ger has yet been able to double Cape Taimura beyond
the mouth of the Lena, which stretches to the 78" of la-

titude.

Captain Clerke's health now rapidly declined, and, on
the 17th of August, he was no longer able to get out of

his bed. On the 2lst, they made the coast of Kamt-
schatka: and on the following day, at nine in the morn-
ing. Captain Clerke died.* His disease was a consump-

* Captain Clerke departed this life in the thirty-eighth year
of his aije. He was bru\ight up to the navy from his earliest

youth, and had been in several actions during the war which be-
gan in IToS. In the action between the Belloua and the Coura-
geux, being stationed in the mizen-top, he was carried overboard
with the mast ; but was taken up without having received any
hurt. He was a midshipman in the Dolphin, cummaded by
Captain Byron, in her voyage round the world : after which he
served on the American station. In 1708, he made his second
voyage round the world, in the Endeavour, as master's mate:
and. ia consequence of the death of .Mr. Hicks, which happened
on the 23d of May, 1771, he returned home a lieutenant. His
third circumnavigation of the globe was in the Resolution, oi"

which he was appointed the second lieutenant: and he continued
in that situation till his return in 1775 ; soon after which he was
promoted to the rank of master and commander. In what ca-

pacity he sailed with Captiiin Cook in this last expedition, need
not be added. The consumption, of which Captain Clerke died,

had evidently commenced before he left England, and he linger-

ed under it during the whole voyage. Though his very gradual
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ti'111, wliiL-l) had eviJfiuiy commenced before lie left Ex)3,-

iaiiii, and of which he had lingered during the whole
voyage.

On ihe 24ih, the vessels anchored in the harbour of St.

Peter and St. Paul, where the gentlemen on board were
received by their Russian friends, with the same cordiality

as before. Captain Gore, upon whom the command of the

expedition now devolved, removed himself to the Resolu-

tion, and appointed Mr. King to the command of the Dis-

covery. He sent off an express to the commander at

Bolcheretsk, in which he requested to have sixteen head
of black cattle. The eruption of the volcano, which had
taken place at the time of the late departure of the ves-

sels from Awatska, had done no damage, notwithstanding

stones had fallen at the ostrog of the size of a goose's egg.

Attempts were now made to repair, as far as was prac-

ticable, the damage the Discovery had sustained in the

ice, and in removing the sheathing, eight feet of a plank
in the wale were found to be so very rotten as to make it

necessary to .shift it. The carpenters were sent on shore

in search of a tree large enotigh for the purpose: luckily

they found a birch, which was the only one of sufficient

eize in the whole neighbourhood of the bay. The crews
were employed iu various necessary occupations: amongst
which, four men were set apart to haul the seine for sal-

mon, which were caught in great abundance, and of ex-

cellent quality. After supplying the immediate wants of

both ships, they salted down near a hogshead a day. The
sea-horse blubber, with which they had stored themselves,

during their expedition to the north, was boiled down for

oil, now become a necessary article, their candles having
been long since all used.

decay had long made him a melancholy object to his friends, never-
theless, they derived scime consolation from the equanimity with
which he bore his disorder, from the constant flow of good spiritij

maintained by him to his latest hour, and from his submitting to hia

fate with cheerful resignation. " It was, however, impossible," says

Mr. King, "not to feel a more than commou degree of compassion
for a person, whose life had been a continued scene of those diflioullies

and hiu'dships, to which a seaman's occupation is subject, and tuider

which he at laat stink." King's Voyage, p. 280, 291,
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The body of Cnpl.Tin Clerk!' was iiiierrcd on Sunday, the

29ih, vvitli all the t^oleninity and lionours they could bfstow,

under a tree, in the valley on the north tide of the harbour
;

a spot, which the priest of Paratounea said, would be, as

near as he could guess, in the centre of the new church
intended to be erected.

On the 3d of September, arrived an ensign from Bol-

cheret^U, with a letter from Captain Shnialelf, the present

commander, who promised the cattle required, and tliat he

would himself pay them a visit immediately on the arrival

of a sloop, which was daily expected from Okotzk.

On the moring of the lUth, a Russian galliot, from

Okotzk, was towed into the harbour. She had been thirty-

five days on her passage, and had been seen from the light-

house a fortnight before, beating up towards the mouth
of the bay. There were fifty soldiers in her, with their

wives and children, and several other passengers; a sub-

lieutenant, who came in her, now took the command of

the garrison, and from some cause or other, which the

English could not learn, their old friend, the sergeant, the

late commander of the place, fell into disgrace, and was
no longer suffered to sit down in the company of his own
officers.

From the galliot, our navigators got a small quantity

of pitch, tar, cordage, and twine, and an hundred and
forty skins of flour, containing 13,782 lbs. English.

The Hospodin Ivaskin from Verchnei bad been desired

by Major Behm to attend the English officers on their re-

turn to the harbour, in order to be their interpreter. He
now came. He was an exile, and was of a considerable

family in Russia ; his father was a general, and he himself,

after having received his education partly in France and
partly in Gemiany, had been page to the Empress Eliza-

beth, and ensign in her guards. At the age of sixteen,

he was knowted, and his nose slit, and was banished, first

to Siberia, and afterwards to Kamtschatka, where he had
lived thirty-one years. He bore in his whole figure the

strongest mark of old age, though he had scarcely reach-

ed his fifty-fourth year No one there knew the cause of

his banishment, but they took it for granted, that it must
have been for something very atrocious, as two or three

of the commanders of Kamtschatka, had in vain endea-
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vonrcd to get him recalled since the present Empress's
reign. For the first twenty years he had not tasted bread,

nor been allowed siihsisience of any kind, but had lived

during that period among the Kamtschatdales, on what
Jiis own activity and toil in the chase could procure him.

Afterwards he had a small pension granted him. This

Major Behm, by his intercession, had caused to be in-

creased to one hundred roubles a year, which is the com-
mon pay of an ensign in all parts of the empress's domin-
ions, e.\cept in this province, where the pay of all the

officers is double.

This gentleman joined Captains Gore and King on a
bear-hunting party on the 17th, for two days; in which,
first from the party being too large, and the unavoidable

noise that was the consequence of it, and next, from the

unfavourable weather after they separated, they were
wholly unsuccessful.

On the 22d, the anniversary of his majesty's corona-
tion, and when they were sitting down to as handsome a

feast as their situation would admit of, in honour of the

day, the arrival of Captain Shmalelf from Bolcheretsk
was announced. He partook of their festivities, and set

»ff on his return on the 25th. Before his departure, he
reinstated the sergeant in the command of the place, and
took with him the sub-lieutenant who had superseded him.

Captain King accompanied Captain Shmalelf to the en-
trance of Awatska river, and on Sunday, the 26lh, at-

tended him to church at Paratounea. The church is of
wood, and by far the best building in the country round
about the bay. It is ornamented by many paintings, par-

ticularly with two pictures of St. Peter and St. Paul, pre-

sented by Beering, and which, in the real richness of their

drapery, would carry off the prize from the first of Euro-
pean performances; for all the principal parts of it are

made of thick plates of solid silver, fastened to the can-
vass, and fashioned into the various foldings of the robes.

The next day another hunting party was set on foot un-

der the direction of the clerk of the parish, who was a
celebrated bear-hunter. The produce was a female bear,

beyond the common size, which they shot in the wafer,

and found dead the next morning in the place to which she

had been watched The mode of hunting these animala
Vol II.
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bv tlie naf ives is as follows. When tliey come fo the groiind

frequented by the bears, their first step is to look for their

tracks; these are found in the greatest numbers leading

from the woods down to the lakes, and among the long

sedgy grass and brakes by the edge of the water. The
place of ambuscade being determined on, the hunters next
fix in the ground the crutches upon wiiich their fire-locks

are made to rest, pointing them in the direction they mean
to shoot. This done, they kneel, or lie down, and, with
their bear-spears by their side, wait for the game. These
precautions, which are chiefly taken in order to make su<-e

of their mark, are, on several accounts, highly expedient.

For, in the first place, ammunition is so dear in Kamt-
schatka, that the price of a bear will not purchase more
of it than is sufficient to load a musket four or five times;

and, what is more material, if the bear be not rendered
incapable of pursuit by the first shot, the consequences
are often fatal. He immediately makes towards the place
whence the noise and smoke issue, and attacks his adver-
saries with great fury. It is impossible for them to reload,

as the animal is seldom at more than twelve or fifteen yards
distance when he is fired at: so that, if he does not fall,

they immediately put themselves in a posture to receive

him upon their spears, and their safety greatly depends on
their giving him a mortal stab as he first comes upon them.

If he parries the thrust (which bears, by the extraordinary

strength and agility of their paws, are often enabled to do)
and thereby breaks in upon his adversaries, the conflict

becomes very unequal, and it is well if the life of one of
the party alone suffice to pay the forfeit.

On the 1st of October, the cattle arrived from Verchnei,
and the 3d, being the name-day of the empress, Captain
Gore invited the priest of Paratounea, Ivaskin, and the

sergeant, to dinner, and an entertainment was also pro-

vided for the inferior officers of the garrison, for the toions

of Paratounea and Petropaulowska, and for the better

sort of the Kamtschaldale inhabitants. The rest of the

natives of every description were invited to partake with
the ship's co.Tipanies, who had a pound of good fat beef
Bcrved out to each man, and what remained of their spirits

was tr\:Aii i-:to grog, and divided amongst thnm.

On the 5th, our navigators received from Bolcheretsk
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a fresli present of tea, sugar, and tobacro. Tliey were
ready for sea, but the weather prevented them from leav-

ing the bay till the 9th. Just before they weighed anchor,
the drummer of the marines belonging to the Discovery

deserted, having been last seen with a Kamtschatdale wo-
man, to whom his messmates knew he had been much at-

tached, and who had often been observed persuadmg him
to stay behind. This man had been long useless to them,
from a swelling in his knee, which rendered him lame, but

this made us the more unwilling to leave him behind, to

become a burden both to the Russians and himself. Some
of the sailors were therefore sent to a well-known haunt
of his in the neighbourhood, where they found him and
his woman. On the return of the party with the deserter,

the vessels weighed and came out of the bay.

Awatska Bay has within its mouth a noble bason of

twenty-five miles in circuit, with the capacious harbours

of Tareinska to the west, Rakoweena to the east, and the

small one of St. Peter and St. Paul to the north. The
last mentioned is a most convenient little harbour. It will

hold with case half a dozen ships moored head and stern,

and is fit for giving them any kind of repairs. The south

side is formed by a low sandy neck, exceedingly narrow,
on which the ostrog i? built. The deepest water w-ithin

is seven fathoms, and in every part over a muddy bottom.

There is a watering-place at the head of the harbour.

The commerce of this country, as far as regards the ex-

ports, is entirely confined to furs, arid carried on by a com-
pany of merchants instituted by the empress. Besides
these, there are many inferior traders (particularly Cos-
sacks) scattered through the country. Formerly this com-
merce was altogether carried on by barter, but lately

every article is bought and sold for ready money only.

Our sailors brought a-great number of furs with them from
the coast of America, and were both astonished and de-
lighted with the quantity of silver the merchants paid
down for them; but on finding neither gin-shops to resort

to, nor tobacco, nor any thing else that they cared for, to

be tiad for money, the roubles soon became troublesomu
companions, and wore often to be seen kicked about the
decks.

The articles of importation are principally European,

26
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several likewise come from Siberia, Bucliarea the Cal-
muck's, and China. They consist of" coarse woUen u.\i\

linen clothes, yarn stockings, bonnets and gloves, thm
Persian silks, cottons and nankeens, handkerchiefs, brass

<nd copper pans, iron stoves, files, guns, powder and slioi,

hardware, looking-glasses, flour, sugar, taiuied hixles, ^c.
Though the merchants have a large profit upon these im-
ported goods, they have a still larger upon the furs at Ki-
aclita, upon the frontiers of China, which is the great
market for them. The best sea-otter skins sell generally
in Kamtschatka for about thirty roubles each. The Chi-
nese merchant at Kiachta purchases them at more than
double that price, and sells them again at Pekin at a great

advance, ^vhence a farther profitable trade is made with
some of them to Japan. If, therefore, a skin is wort'i

thirty roubles in Kamtschatka, to be transported first to

Okotzk, thence by land to Kiachta, a distance of 136 1

miles; thence to Pekin, 760 miles more; and after that to

be conveyed to Japan, what a prodigiously advantageous
trade might be carried on direct to Japan, which is about
a fortnight or three weeks sail from Kamtschatka!

It was now resolved, in consequence of the latitudi

given by the instruction of the board of Admiralty, to

run along the Kuriles, and to survey the eastern coasts of

the Japanese islands, previous to returning homewards;
and Captain Gore gave orders for Macao to be the place

of rendezvous in case of 'separation.

They coasted along the peninsula of Kamtschatka wiih

variable weather, and on the 12th, at six in the afternoon,

they saw, from the mast-head. Cape Lopatka, the south-

ernmost e.xtremity of the peninsida. This point of land,'

which i.s a low flat cape, formed a marked object in the

geography of the eastern coast of Asia, and by an accu-

rate observation and several good angles, they determined

its precise situation to be in latitude 51° 0', and longitude

156° 45'. At the same time they saw too the first of the

Kurile islands, caJled Siioomsha, and on the next day,

they saw the second, Paramousir; the latter is the largest

of the Kuriles subject to Russia; but the gale increasing

from the west, they were never able to approach it nearer

than to observe its general aspect, which was very high

land, almost entirely covered with snow; and to ascertain
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its situation, which was found to be 10' west lonsjifude

from Lopatka, and its latitude 50'-' 46' at the north, and
49° 5S' at the south end.

On the 14th and 15th, the wind blowing steadily from
the westward, they were obliged to stand to the south-

ward, and were consequently hindered from seeing any
more of the Kurile islands. In the situation they then

found themselves, they were almost surrounded by the

supposed discoveries of former navigators. To the south-

ward and south-west were placed, in the French charts, a

group of five islands, called the Three Sisters, Zellany,

and Zunasher. They were about ten leagues, according
to the same maps, to the westward of the land of Do
Gania; and as the Company's Land, Staten Island, and
the famous land of Jesso, were also supposed to lie nearlj'

in the same direction, this course was deemed to deserve

the preference, and they hauled round to the westward,
the wind having shifted to the north. A succession of
gales, however, and now and then a storm, that reduced
them to their courses, drove them too much to the south-

ward, prevented them from falling in even with the south-

erimiost of the Kurile islands, and obliged them at last to

give up all further thoughts of discovery to the north of
Japan.

On the 22d, the gale having abated, they let out the

reefs of the top-sails and made more sail. At noon they
were in latitude 40° 17', and longitude 148° 17', and two
small land-birds being taken on board, plainly indicated

they could not be at any great distance from the land;

they therefore hauled up to the west-north-west, in which
direction, the southernmost islands seen by Spanberg, and
said to be inhabited by hairy men, lay at the distance of
about fifty leagues. They saw several other signs of land

;

but, on the 24th, the wind shifted to the north and blew
a fresh gale, so that they finally gave up all further search
for islands to the north of Japan, and shaped their course
west-south-west, for the north part of that island.

On the 26th, at day-break, they descried high land to

the westward, which proved to be Japan. The country
consisted of a double range of mountains: it abounded
with wood, and had a pleasing variety of hills and dales.

They saw the smoke of several towns, and many houses
Vol. II.
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Pear the shore, in pleasant and cultivated situations.

They stood off and on, accordin;^ as the weather permit

ted them, till the 28th in the afternoon, when they lost

sight of the land, and from its breaking off so suddenly,

tiiey conjectured that what they had before seen was a

cluster of islands, lying off the main land of Japan. The
ne-^it day thej saw land again, eleven leagues to the soutii-

ward; towards the sea it was low, but rose gradually into

hills of a moderate height, whose tops were tolerably

even, and covered with wood.
At nine o'clock, the wind shifting to the southward, they

tacked and stood off to the east, and soon after they saw
a vessel close in with the land, standing along shore to the

northward, and another in the offing, coming down before

the wind. Objects of any kind, belonging to a country so

famous and yet so little known, excited a general curiosity,

and every soul on board was upon deck in an instant, to

gaze at them. The vessel to windward passed ahead of

them at the distance of about half a mile. It would have
been easy to have spoken with her; but perceiving, by her

man-puvres, that she was much frightened. Captain Gore
was not willing to augment her terrors, and thinking that

they should have many better opportunities of communi-
cating with the Japanese, suffereid her to go off without

interrupiion. There appeared to be about six men on

board, and, according to the best conjectures that could

be formed, the vessel was about forty tons burden. She
had but one mast, on which was hoisted a square sail, ex-

tended by a yard aloft, the braces of which worked for-

ward. Half way down the sail came three pieces of black

cloth, at equal distances from each other. The vessel

was higher at each end than in the mid-ship, and from her

appearance and form she did not appear to be able to sail

otherwise than large.

Soon after, the wind increased so much, that our navi

gators were reduced to their courses; and the sea ran as

high as any one on board ever remembered to have seen

it. If the Japanese vessels are, as Kaempfer describes

them, open in the stern, it would not have been possible

fm those they saw to have survived the fury of the storm;

but as the appearance of the weather, all the preceding
jia;t <.if the day, foretold its coming, and one of the sloops
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had, notwithstanding, stood far out to sea, it was conclud-
ed they were perfectly capable of bearing a gaie of wind.

. Our navigators were blown olTthe land by the gale, but
on the 30ih they saw it agaifl, at the distance of about
fifteen lengues, appearing in detached parts, but it could
not be determined whether they were small islands, or
parts of Japan.
On the 1st of November, they savv a number of Japan-

ese vessels close in with the land, several seemingly en-
gaged in fishmg, and others standing along shore. Tiiey

discovered to the westward a remarkably high mountain,
with a round top, rising far inland. As this was the most
remarkable hill on the coast, they wished to have setiled

its situation e.xactly; but only having had a single view,

they were obliged to be contented with such accuracy as

their circumstances would allow. Its latitude was reck-
oned to be 35^ 20', and its longitude 140° 26'.

As the Dutch charts make the coast of Japan extend
about ten leagues to the south-west of White Point (sup

posed to be the southernmost land then in sight) our navi-

gators stood on to the eastward, to weather the point. At
midnight they again tacked, e.xpecting to fall in with the

land to the southward, but were surprised to find, in the

morning, that during eight hours in which they supposed
they had made a course of nine leagues to the south-west,

they had in reality been carried eight leagues in a direc-

tion diametrically opposite. Whence they calculated that

the current had set to the north-east by north, at the rate

of at least five miles an hour.

On the 3d of November, they were again blown oflflhe

land by a heavy gale, and found themselves upwards of

fifty leagues off, which circumstance, together with the

extraordinary effect of the current they had experienced,

the late season of the year, the unsettled state of the

weaiher, and no likelihood of any change for the better,

made Captain Gore resolve to leave Japan altogether, and
proceed in the voyage for China.

On the 4th and 5th, our navigators continuing their

course to the south-east, passed great quantities of pumice-
stone. These stones appeared to have been thrown into

the sea by eruption of various dates, as many of them
were covered with barnacles, and others quite bare. On
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the 13th, they had a most violent gale from the northward.

On the morning of the 13th, the wind shifting to the north-

west, brought with it fair weather; but, though they were,

at that time, nearly in the situation given to the island of

San Juan, they saw no appearance of land. They con-

tinued to pass much pumice-stone; indeed the prodigious

quantities of that substance which floated in the sea, be-

tween Japan and the Bashee Islands, seemed to indicate

that some great volcanic convulsion must have happened
in that part of the Pacific Ocean.
On the 14th, they discovered two islands, and on the

next day a third; but Captain Gore, finding that a boat
could not land without some danger, from the great surf

that broke on the shore, kept on his course to the west-

ward. The middle island is about five miles long; the

south point is a high barren hill, presenting an evident vol-

canic crater. The earth, rock, or sand, for it was not

easy to distinguish of which its surface was composed, ex-

hibited various colours, and a considerable part was con-

jectured to be sulphur, and some of the officers on board
the Resolution thought they saw steams rising from the

top of the hill. From these circumstances, Captain Gore
gave it the name of Sulphur Island. A long narrow neck
of land connects the hill with the south end of the island,

which spreads out into a circumference of three or four

leagues, and is of moderate height. The north and south

islands appeared to be single mountains of a considerable

height. Sulphur Island is in latitude 24° 48', longitude
141'^ 12'. The north island in latitude 25"^ 14', longitude
141° 10', and the south island in latitude 24° 22', and lon-

gitude 141° 20'.

Hence our navigators proceeded for the Bashee Islands,

hoping to procure at them such a supply of refreshments

as would help to shorten their stay at Macao; but Captain
Gore, being guided by the opinions of Commodore and
Captain Wallis, as to the situation of these islands, which
differ materially from Danipier's, they were foiled in their

endeavours to find them, although, in the day-time, the
ships spread twa or three leagues from each other, and in

the night, when under an easy sail.

On the 27lh, being in longitude 118° 30', and having
got to the westward of the Bashees, according to Mr.
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Byron's account, our navigators liauled tlieir wind 'o the

north-west, hoping to weather the Prata slioals; but at

four in the morning of the 28th, the breakers were close

under their lee; at dayligiit they saw the island of Prata,

and finding they could not weather the shoal, ran to lee-

ward of it. As they passed the south side, they saw two
remarkable patches on the edge of the breakers, that look-

ed like wrecks. On the south-«est side of the reef, and
near the south end of the island, they thought they saw
openings in the reefs which promi.sed safe anchorage.

In the forenoon of the 29th, they passed several Chi-

nese fishing-boats; and the sea was covered with wrecks
of boats that had been lost, as they conjectured, in the

lute boisterous weather. They were in latitude 22^ 1',

hiving run 110 miles since the preceding noon.

On the 30th, they ran along the Lenia Islands, and got
a Chinese pilot on board. In obedience to the instruction

given to Captain Cook by the Admiralty, the captains now
'equired of the officers and men of both ships to give up
(heir journals, and what other papers they had in their

|)o.ssession relative to the voyage, which was cheerfully

complied with; and at nine o'clock in the evening of the

following day, they anchored three leagues from Macao.
Here, upon sending on shore to negotiate for supplies of

provisions, &c. they (irsf received intelligence of the oc-

currences in Europe, during the protracted period of their

absence. On the 4th of December, they stood into the

Typa, and moored wiih the stream-anchor and cable to

t he westward.
Captain King was sen' up to Canton to expedite the

.'-upplies that were wanted, and experienced every possi-

ble assistance from the supercargoes and gentlemen of the

Company's Factory there. The purchase of the provi-

sions and stores wanted, was completed on the 26fh, and
the whole stock was sent down on the following day, by a
vessel which Captain Gore had efigaged for the purpose.

Twenty sea-otter skins were sold at Canton, by Captain
King, for eight hundred dollars. At the ships a brisk trade

was carried on in the same article, by both officers and
seamen. The sea-otter skins every day rose in value, and
a few prime skins, which were clean and well preserved,

were sold for one hundred and twenty dollars each. The
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whole amount of the value, in specie and goods, that was
got for the furs in both ships, did not fail sliort of two
thousand pounds sterling, and it was general!}- supposed,
that at least two-UiirJs of the quantity originally obtain-
ed from the Anieriuans were spoiled or worn out, or had
been given auay or sold at Kainlscnalka. In consequence
hereof, the rage with which tiie seamen were possessed
10 return to Cook's River, and buy anotiier cargo of skins

to make their fortunes, was, at one time, not far short of
mutiny. The numerous voyages ihat have since been un-
dertaken for the prosecution of the trade here suggested,
have rendered it familiar to tiie merchants, both of Bri-

tain and of America; and, tho igh it has not latterlv been
productive of advantages -equal to those which were real-

ized by the first adventurers, is still a branch of com-
merce that is successfully pursued

Tiie barter which had been carrying on with the Chi-
nese for their sea-ofler skins, produced a very whimsical
change in the dress of the crews. On their arrival in the

Typa, nothing could exceed the ragged appearance both
of the younger officers and seamen; almost the whole of
their original stock of European clothes having been long
worn OLii, or patched up with skins, or the various manu-
factures tliey had met with in the course of their discove-

ries. These were no\v again mixed and eked out with the

gaudiest silks and cottons of China.-

On the nth of January, two seamen belonging to the

Resolution, ran off with a six oared cutter, and were never
after heard of It was supposed that they had been se-

d iced by tiie prevailing notion of making a fortune by
returning to the fur islands.

On account of the war between England and America,
with France and Spain as her allies, of v\'hich they re-

ceived intelligence at Canton, they put themselves in the

best posture of defence, the Resolution mounting sixteen

guns, and the Discovery fen. They had reason, however,
to believe, from (he generosity of their enemies, that these

precautions were superiluous; being informed that instruc

tions had been found on board all the French ships of war
captured in Europe, directing their commanders, in case

of falling in with the ships that sailed under the rornmanil

uf CiplaiU Cook to sutler tiieni to proceed without mo
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leslalion; and tlie same orders wcje also said to have been
given by the American Congress to the vessels employed
in their service. In return for these liberal concessions,

Captain Gore resolved to refrain from availing hims'ilf of

any opportunities of capture, and to preserve, throughout

the remainder of the voyage, the strictest neutrality.

On the \2th of January, 17S(), our navigators got un-

der sail from Macao; on the 19th, they saw Pulo Sapata,

and on the 20th, descried Pulo Condore.. and anchored in

the harbour at the south-west end of the island. The
town is situated at the east end, and here they procured

eight bufialoes, with other refreshments. From the un-

tractableness and prodigious strength of the buffaloes, it

was both a tedious and difficult operation to get them on
board. The method of conducting them was by passing

ropes through their nostrils and round their horns; but,

having been once enraged at the sight of our men, they

became so furious, that they sometimes broke the trees to

which they were often under the necessity of being tied;

sometimes they tore asunder the cartilage of the nostril

through whioh the ropes ran, 'and got loose. On these

occasions, all the exertions of the men to recover them
would have been ineffectual, without the assistance of

some young boys, whom these animals would permit to ap-

proach them, and by those little managements their rage
was soon appeased. A circumstance respecting these ani-

mals, which was thought no less singular than their gen-
tleness toward, and, as it should seem, affection for, bttle

children, was, that they had not been twenty-four hours

on board, before they became the tamest of all creatures.

Captain King kept two of them, a male and a female, for

a considerable time, which became great favourites with

the sailors; and thinking that a breed of animals of such

strength and size, some of them weighing, when dressed,

seven hundred pounds, would be a valuable acquisition,

intended to have brought them with him to England, but

his intention was frustrated by an incurab'e hurt which
one of them received at sea:

Our navigators remained here till the 28fh of January,
when they unmoored and proceeded on their homeward
voyage, oassing through the Straits of Banca, and of

Sunda, wj/hout any occurrence worthy of particular re
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mark. They saw two or three Dutch ships in the Straits

of Sund,*. They waiered at Prince's Island, at the en-
trance of the Straits, and got a supply of fowls and turtle

there.

From the time of their entering the Straits of Banca,
they began to experience the powerful effects of the pes-

tilential climate, and malignant putrid fevers, with obsti-

nate coughs and dysenteries, prevailed amongst the crews,
happilv, howeve"-, without one fatal termination.

On the 18th of February, they left the Straits of Sunda;
in the night between the 25th and 26th, they experienced
a most violent storm, during which almost every sail they

had bent was split to rags, and the next day they were
obliged to bend their last suit of sails, and to knot and
splice the rigging, their cordage being all expended.
On the 7th of April, they saw the land of Africa, and

on the 9th, they fell in with an English East India packet,

that had left Table Bay three days before. On the even-

ing of the 12th, they dropped anchor in False Bay, ana
the next morning stood into Simon's Bay.

Having completed their victualling, and furnished them-
selves with the necessary supply of naval stores, our navi-

gators sailed out of the bay on the 9ih of May. On the

12th of Jime, they passed the equator for the fourth time

during the voyage. On the 12th of August, they made
the western coast of Ireland, and, after a fruitless attempt
to put into Port Galway, they were obliged, by strong

southerly winds, to steer to the northward; and, on the

26lh of August, both ships came to an anchor at Strom-
ness in the Orkneys, whence Caotain King was despatch-

ed by Captain Gore, to acquaint the Board of Admiralty
of their arrival. On the first of October, the ships ar-

rived safe at the Nore, after an absence of four years, two
months, and twenty-two days.



THE MORAL

BY MISS HELEN MARIA WILLIAMS.

Fair Otaheite, fondly bless'd

By liim, who long was doom'd to brave
The fury of the polar wave,

That fiercely mounts tlie frozen rock
Where the harsh sea-bird rears her nest.

And learns the raging surge to mock-
There, Night, that loves eternal storm,

Deep and lengthen'd darkness throws,

And untried Dangers doubtful form.

Its ha!f-?een horror shows!
While Nature, with a look so wild.

Leans on the cliffs in chaos piled
;

That here the awed, astonish'd mind
Forgets in that o'erwhelming hour.

When her rude hands the storms unbind.

In all the madness of her power,

That she who spreads the savage gloom,

Thai she can dress in melting grace,

111 sportive Summer's lavish bloom.

The awful terrors of her face;

And wear the sweet perennial smile

That charms in Otaheite's isle.

Yet, amid her fragrant bowers.

Where Spring, whose dewy fingers strew
O'er other lands some fleeting flowers.

Lives, in blossoms ever new

;

Whence arose that shriek of pain?

Whence the tear that flows in vain?

—

Death! thy unrelenting hand
Tears some transient human band

—

Eternity! rich plant, that blows
Beneath a brighter, happier sky,

Time is a fading branch, that grows
On thy pure slem, and blooms to die.
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What art thou, Death?—terrific shade.

In unpierced gloom array'd!

—

Oft will daring Fancy stray

Far in the central wastes, where Night
Divides no cheering hour with Day,

And unnamed horrors meet her sight;

There thy form she dimly sees,

And round the shape unfinish'd throws

All her frantic vision shows.

When numbing fears her spirit freeze-
But can mortal voice declare

If Fancy paints thee as thou art?

Thy aspect may a terror wear
Her pencil never shall impart;

The eye that once on thee shall gaze

No more its stifTen'd orb can raise

;

The lips that could thy power reveal

Shall lasting silence instant seal

—

In vain the icy hand we fold.

In vain the breast with tears we steep.

The heart, that shared each pang, is cold,

The vacant eye no more can weep.

Yet from the_ shore where Ganges roUa

His wave beneath the torrid ray,

To Earth's chill verge, where o'er the polea

Fall the last beams of ling'ring day.

For ever sacred are the dead

!

Sweet Fancy comes in Sorrow's aid.

And bids the mourner lightly tread

Where th' insensate clay is laid:

Bids partial gloom the sod invest

By the mould'ring relics press'd

;

Then lavish strews, with sad delight,

Whate'er her consecrating power
Reveres of herb, or fruit, or flower,

And fondly weaves the various rite.

See ! o'er Otaheite's plain

Moves the long funereal train

;

Slow the pallid corse they bear.

Oft they breathe the solemn prayer:

I
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Where ilie ocean bathes the land

Thrice, and tlirice, wiih pious hand.

The priest, when high the billow springs.

From the wave unsullied, flings

Waters pure, that, sprinkled near.

Sanctify the hallow'd bier;

But never may one drop profane

The relics with forbidden stain

!

Now around the fun'ral shrine.

Led in mystic mazes, twine

Garlands, where the plantain weaves
With the palm's luxuriant leaves;

And o'er each sacred knot is spread

The plant devoted to the dead.

Five pale moons with trembling light

Shall gaze upon the lengthen'd rite

;

Shall see distracted Beauty tear

The tresses of her flowing hair:

Those shining locks, no longer dear,

She wildly scatters o'er the bier;

And careless gives the frequent wound
That bathes in precious blood the ground.

When along the western sky.

Day's reflected colours die.

And Twilight rules the doubtful hour
Ere slow-paced Night resumes her power;
Mark the cloud that lingers still

Darkly, on the hanging hill!

There the disembodied Mind
Hears, upon the hollow wind.

In unequal cadence thrown.

Sorrow's oft-repeated moan :

—

Still some human passions sway
The spirit late immersed in clay;

Still the faith'"ul sigh is dear,

Still beloved the fruitless tear!

Five waning moons, with wand'ring light,

Have pass'd the shadowy bound of night.

And mingled their departing ray
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With the soft fires of early day;
Let tile sad rite be paid,

Grateful to the conscious shade

:

Let the priest, with pious care.

Now the wasted relics hear

Where the Morai's awful gloom
Shrouds the venerable tomb

;

Let the plantain hft its head,

Cherish'd emblem of the dead
;

Slow and solemn, o'er the grave,

Let the twisted plumage wave.
Symbol hallow'd, and divine.

Of the god who guards the shrine.

—

Hark!—that shriek of strange despair

Never shall disturb the air.

Never, never shall it rise

But for Nature's broken ties!

Bright crescent! that with lucid smile

Gild'st the Morai's loft)' pile.

Whose broad lines of shadow throw
A gloomy horror far below

;

Witness, O recording Moon,
All the rites are duly done;
Be the faithful tribute o'er,

The hov'ring spirit asks no more!
Mortals, cease the pile to tread.

Leave, to silence, leave the dead.

But where may she who loves to stray

Mid shadows of funereal gloom.

And courts the sadness of the tomb.
Where may she seek that proud Morai,

Wiiose dear memorial points the place

Where fell the friend of human race?

Ye lonely Isles! on ocean's bound
Ye bloom'd, through time's lotig flight unknown.

Till Cook the untracked billow pass'd,

TiU he along the surges cast

Philanthropy's connecting zone.

And spread her lovehest blessings round.

Not like that raurd'rous band he came.
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Who stained with blood the new-fuiiiid Wt-sl

;

Nor as, with unrelenting breast,

From Britain's free enlightened land,

Her sons now seek Angola's strand

;

Each tie most sacred to unbind,

To load with chains a brother's frame.

And plunge a dagger in the mind;
Mock the sharp anguish bleeding there

Of Nature in her last despair!

Great Cook! Ambition's lofty flame.

So oft directed to destroy.

Led thee to circle with thy name.
The smile of love, and hope, and joy!

Those fires, that lend the dang'rous blaze

The devious comet trails afar.

Might form the pure benignant rays

That gild the morning's gentle star

—

Sure, where the Hero's ashes rest.

The nations late emerged from night

Still haste—with love's unwearied care:

That spot in lavish flowers is dress'd.

And fancy's dear inventive rite

Still paid with fond observance there

!

Ah no !—around his fatal grave

No lavish flowers were ever strew'd.

No votive gifts were ever laid

—

His blood a savage shore bedew'd

!

His mangled limbs, one hasty prayer.

One pious tear by friendship paid.

Were cast upon the raging wave

!

Deep in the wild abyss he lies,

Far from the cherish'd scene of home

;

Far, far from Her whose faithful sighs

A husband's trackless course pursue ;

Whose tender fancy loves to roam
With him o'er lands and oceans new:
And gild's with Hope's deluding form
The gloomy path-way of the storm.
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Yel, Cook! immorial wreaths are thine!

—

While Albion's grateful toil shall raise

The marble tomb, ihe tiophied bust,

For ages faithful to its trust

;

While eager to reeoEci thy praise,

She bids the Muse of History twine

The chaplet of undying fame,

And tell each poli:^h'd land thy worth;
The ruder natives of the earth

Shall oft repeat thy honour'd name
;

While infants catch the frequent sound.

And learn to lisp the oral tale;

W^hose fond remembrance shall prevail

Till Time has reach'd his destin'd bound.

THE END.
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